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PUBLISHER’S NOTICE. 





To add to the completeness, and increase the value as a means of 
reference, of these Translations, an Index has been compiled for the 
present Volume. 

An article on “The Peking Gazette,” by W. F. Mayers, Esq., 
Chinese Secretary to H. B. M. Legation, contributed to the China Review 
for July-August, 1874, is reprinted here, by permission of the Editor, 


as an appropriate introduction. 
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THE PEKING GAZETTE. 


I.—Status or THE Pexine Gazette. 


Although not ostensibly issued as a publication in the name of any 
department of the Chinese Government, the daily record of Imperial 
decrees and rescripts, and of reports or memorials to the Throne, together 
with a brief notice of Imperial and official movements, forming a species 
of Court Circular, to which the name of ‘“‘ Peking Gazette” * is given by 
Europeans, has at the same time a distinctly official status assigned to it 
in the Institutes tf Hii of the reigning dynasty. It is printed and 
published by persons in official employ, who are answerable for their 
conduct, moreover, to the police authorities of the capital. In the section 
of the Institutes which deals with the functions and attributes of the 
Board of War, which is also charged with the postal arrangements of the 
Imperial Government, the following provisions are embodied in relation 
to the subordinate department, constituting the recognized channel for 
the issue and transmission of the Gazette :— 

‘““The number of post-relay officials ¢ stationed at Peking shall be 
sixteen. (Note.—One each for the following provinces, viz., Chihli, 
Shantung, Shansi, Honan, Kiangnan, Kiangsi, Fuhkien, Chéhkiang, 
Hupeh, Hunan, Shensiand Kansuh, Szech‘wan, Kwangtung, Kwangsi, 
Yiinnan, and Kweichow,—and one for the Grand Canal. The Governors- 
General and Governors of the respective Provinces shall submit to the 
Board, for the purpose of filling the above named appointments, the names 
of military graduates of the first or 3f@ —[- degree, or of officers awaiting 
nomination to captaincies. In case no properly qualified persons [of the 
above-named rank] be forthcoming, then graduates who have been duly 
admitted to the second or ss Le degree may be nominated). 


* The ordinary Chinese designation is = R or Metropolitan Announcements, 


"but the publication is aleo styled Fe 44—Copies from the Capital, and FE} $4, 
or Court Announcements. 


+ #2 Slit, Forwarding Stations. 
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“They shall have. it in charge to transmit to their destinations the 
official correspondence with the Boards and Courts; and to forward to 
the proper recipients the seals of office issued under Imperial patents. 
(N.B.—Here follows also a note descriptive, as above, of the details of 
procedure. ) 

“* They shall print and issue whatsoever matters are to be promulgated 
and copied. (Note.—The provincial post-officials shall establish Pao Fung 
Re { Announcement, or Gazette, Offices],—and shall repair in person 
to the Liu K‘o* to make transcripts of all imperial decrees and rescripts 
sent down, as also of reports and memorials to the Throne, etc. These 
they shall print and send on [to their respective Provinces]. As regards 
the memorials from the Boards and Courts to which the Imperial sanction 
or order for further deliberation has been given, and which it is proper to 


‘issue for transcription, the Government Office within whose department 
* the matter falls shall make a copy of the original memorial, and having 


affixed its seal thereto shall hand it over to the post-official taking his 
quarterly turn of service, who shall each day print [the documents received ] 
and despatch them to their destination. The post-official shall farther bd 
re juired to collect together the copies issued to him and the stamped 
original memorials, and to return them at the expiry of every ten days to 
the Board to which they appertain, to be placed on record. No documents 
which have not been issued from the Government Office entrusted-with 
this duty shall be printed and issued. In all cases where matters which 
should be kept confidential are involved in any document, ten days must 
be allowed to elapse from the time when the Cabinet transcript reaches 
the Board, before it may be copied and sent out. In any case in which 
the Gazette makes its appearance earlier than the official despatch from 
the Board ¢ the provincial high authorities shall impeach the post-official 
concerned. In any case of [issuing] copies of petty affairs, as also of 
promulgating false reports, betraying secrets, or similar misdemeanonrs, 
the Liu K‘o and the Censors of the Five Divisions of the City are required 
to make stringent enquiry and inflict punishment).”—Seo 7 Hil, Book 39. 


II.—Souprty or Materia, To THE GazeETTE. 
The following is a brief outline of the system pursued in supplying 
the various Government departments, including the Gazette offices, with 
* K ¥i— Department of the A | or Grand Secretariat divided, (as the 


name implies), into six bureaux, which are presided over by Pa wy HH or junior 


members of the Censorate. These officials act as supervisors or scrutineers of the 
transactions of the six administrative Boards. 


+ See the observation below on the method of transmitting Decroes, etc. 
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documents which are to be made known beyond the limits of the Bee 
or Grand Council of State.* An officer of the Nui Koh is bound to attend 
daily at the palace to receive the memorials, rescripts, decrees, ordinances 
of appointment and promotion, ctc., which the Council sees fit to issue, 
and these are taken to the Nui Koh, whose duty, as the grand Imperial 
Office of Record, or Chancery of State, it is to forward each to its proper 
destination. In order to save time, however, persons attend at the Nui 
Koh from each Board and other Government Office in Peking, to take 
informal copies of these papers, which thus become known before the 
‘official communication arrives ; and among these daily copyists the agents 
of the Gazette offices are always foremost. It is in this manner, accord- 
_ ngly, that the matter which goes to make up the Peking Gazette is 
procured. The ¢-t’ang officials receive at the same time from the Nui 
Koh the despatches conveying authentic copies of rescripts and decrees 
for transmission to the Provinces. 


III.—Forss or Issue or THE GAZETTE. 


The publication issued by the post-officials for the information of 
their respective provincial administrations is the only one recognized by 
the Chinese Government; but two other forms of issue flourish at the 
same time. One is the sieh pén, or written copy, a manuscript Gazette, 
issued by private enterprise, although of course not without a quwasi-official 
sanction. Being more rapidly produced, it is usually some days earlier 
than the ?’7-t’ang Gazette in its issue of the documents made public, and 
it is proportionately higher in price. The second form is known as the 
ch’ang pén, or “long” copy, thus termed in consequence of its being 
printed in a longer (and slightly narrower) form than the official or ¢i- 
?ang issue. The long form is also somewhat in advance of the regulation 
Gazette, but it is very badly—sometimes quite illegibly—printed, the 
characters being hurriedly engraved on shects of wax, which are after- 
wards smoothed again to receive fresh matter. 

In theory—as appears from the passage of the Institutes quoted— 
each t’-t’ang office should print a copy of the daily Gazette for transmis- 
sion to the provinces; but in actual fact, there is reason to believe, one 

* Asis tolerably well known, this Council, although unrecognized in the Insti- 
tutes of the Dynasty and conferring no distinctive post or emoluments upon any of its 
members, is the supreme consultative body by which the affairs of State are decided. 


Its origin may be traced to about the year 1730, when the present designation was 
adopted by the Emperor Yung-chéng for the council of princes and ministers with whom 


he surrounded himself. The titular ‘‘ Secretaries of State” (Ay Be k fh. -b) 


may or may not form part of this actual Cabinet, which meets daily at about 5 a.m. 
in the Palace to transact business with the Emperor. Its members seldom exceed 
five in number. They are assisted by a staff of some sixty secretaries. 
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printing-office undertakes the whole operation, as is the more natural and 
feasible proceeding. A certain number of copies are allotted to each office, 
and its individual title is imprinted at the lower corner of the first colamn 
on the opening page. The printing is effected by means of wooden move- 
able types, which, to judge from some specimens examined, are cut in 
willow or poplar wood, a cheap if not highly durable material. The types are 
arranged in the printing-office in cases not unlike those used by European 
typographers, from whom, indeed, this device has doubtless been borrowed, 
through the Romish missionaries of the 17th or 18th century. An aver- 
age Gazette consists in 10 or 12 leaves of thin, brownish paper, measuring, 
73 by 32 inches, and enclosed between leaves, front and back, of bright 
yellow paper to form a species of binding. The whole is roughly attached 
or “stitched” by means of two short pieces of paper rolled into a substi- : 
tute for twine, the ends of which, passing through holes punched im the 
rear margin of the sheets, are loosely twisted together. The characters 
I= R are stamped in red on the upper left hand corner of the yellow 
wrapper. The inside leaves, being folded double in the usual Chinese 
fashion, give some twenty or more small pages of matter, each page 
divided by red lines into seven columns. Each column contains 14 char- 
acters from top to bottom, with a blank space equal to four characters in 
height at the top, available for the elevation of characters expressive of 
different degrees of respect. The first page or two is occupied by what 
may be called the Court Circular,—the er PLP or Palace Copies, con- 
sisting ina very brief abstract from the record kept by the Imperial 
Household (Ay ISP of audiences, presentations, and imperial move- 
ments. This abstract is furnished daily to the Gazette printers, and a 
strict injunction is laid upon them to print neither more nor less than 
what they receive through the official channel. The first column of this 
record, after setting forth the date of the Gazette, gives the names of the 
departments of State and of the Manchu garrison of Peking which take 
the tour of palace duty for the day. Immediately following this Court 
Circular are inserted the decrees or rescripts (i.e., direct replies to memo- 
rials) emanating from his Majesty, and the remainder of the Gazette is 
occupied by memorials from provincial governments or the metropolitan 
departments, among which the routine memorials of the Board of Cen- 
sorate or the Constabulary (6 48 or BAD laying appeal 
cases before the Throne take up a conspicuous share. As a matter of 
course, documents respecting which it is desirable that secrecy should be 
observed are strictly withheld from the Gazette publishers, and do not, 
indeed, pass out of the hands of the Grand Council; but a latitude which 
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is in many respects singular may often be observed in the publication of 
decrees or.memorials in which official laxity and corruption are unsparingly 
revealed. The reverence which is due to a decree emanating from the 
Emperor himself, in contrast to a simple official memorial, is exhibited in 
the inconvenient practice of publishing, in most cases, the decree several 
days in advance of the memorial upon which it is based. The circum- 
stance is denoted, on the issue of the memorial itself, by the characters 
2 SR (‘already recorded”) appended after the words ‘‘rescript received. 
in reply,” with which all such documents terminate.* 

The T°i-t’ang officials transmit in due course copies of the printed 
Gazette to their respective provincial governments, and in each provincial 
capital an establishment exists, more or less under official sanction, by 
which a reprint is undertaken for circulation within the province. At 
Canton the Gazette office is in connection with the Yamén of the Prefect 
of Kwang-chow-fu. The impression is taken from plates of wax. From 
the same office a loose flimsy sheet of paper is also issued, furnishing a 
list of the official movements of the Governor-General and the Governor, 
the visits they have paid or received, and the appointments they have 
issued on each day. This is known as the ii FA aR, and corresponds 
to the Court Circular issued in the Peking Gazette. 


IV.—Orricrat ConTRoL OVER THE GAZETTE. 


It has already been stated that the issue of the printed Gazette is 
directly prescribed in the Institutes of the reigning dynasty, and although 
no proviso is therein contained for the sale of the publication, this is never- 
theless tacitly sanctioned, and it doubtless supplies a considerable portion 
of the emoluments of the T%i-t’ang officials.t The pages of the Gazette 
itself have more than once borne witness to the strictness with which the 
publication is officially watched, and to the care exercised in excluding 
from its pages such documents as, from any cause, it is thought fit to with- 
hold from public notoriety. . . . It was made known in November, 1873, 


* It may be noted here that the translation ‘‘ Respect this!” which is usually 
’ given for the two characters BR 4 with which all communications from the Em- 


peror are made to end, is based on a misapprehension of the sense of this phrase. 
The two characters form no part of the Imperial wording, but are added by the 
secretaries of the Grand Council in the process of transcription, and simply signify 
‘this, or the foregoing, [has been] reverently [received].” 


+ Few sights are commoner at certain hours in the streets of Peking than that 
of the Gazette carriers, who distribute copies to subscribers just as newspapers are 
delivered in European countries. The Gazettes are carried in a double wallet slung 
across one shoulder. For a copy of the ‘‘long” edition the subscription price is, to 
natives, about 25 cents [one shilling] per month. Europeans in general are charged 
somewhat more highly. The regulation or 2”i-t’ang Gazette costs about the same sum, 
or a tritle more; but the M.S, edition costs (to Europeans) five Taels [about thirty 
shillings] per mensem. 
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that certain roles had been drawn up for the guidance of the copyists 
of documents and Gazette printers, which were communicated to the 
T%-t'ang offices and reproduced by them in the following terms :— 

* The Cabinet copyists and the Gazette printers respectfully set forth 
below the regulations newly established for the Gazette offices by the 
worshipful authorities of the Censorate for the Central Division of the 
City, which they had the honour to receive on the 18th day of the 9th 
moon of the 12th year of T’ung-che (November 7th, 1873) : 

‘“‘1,—The Decrees of which copies are taken daily must forthwith 
be delivered to the different Gazette offices to be severally printed. In 
case, as has heretofore happened, any one shall take upon himself to omit 
the publication of announcements of remission of taxation and the like, 
he shall without fail be severely proceeded against. 

‘‘2.—The issue of each day is [not to fall short of] the limit of ten 
leaves. In case an unusual number of papers should on occasion be forth- 
coming, such as cannot be printed off at one time, the purport of the 
documents must in the first instance be clearly set forth, and a note must 
be appended stating how many documents remain unpublished, and that 
they will be continued on the following day. It will not be allowed hence- 
forth to consider the [printer’s] duty acquitted by the issue of merely four 
or five sheets at a time, as has heretofore been done, thus arbitrarily 
excluding matters from publicity. 

‘ 3—On copies being made of all notices of Imperial appointments 
to official posts or missions, audiences of officials presented to his Majesty, 
and the monthly lists of selections for official appointments, the list must 
be printed in full. It shall not be allowed to omit, as has heretofore been 
done, notices of the appointments of Censors on probation and depart- 
mental officers of the Six Boards to temporary duty in connection with 
the police and granary affairs, etc. 

*‘4.—The memorials and reports of each day must be printed off in 
full. Should any memorial be of unusual extent, the limit of ten leaves 
must not be strictly adhered to. The document must be printed to the 
end, and not, as has heretofore been done, be distributed over three or 
four days’ issue.” 

The foregoing rules, printed on strips of paper without any distin- 
guishing mark of official origin, were distributed among the T'i-t‘ang 
offices which are congregated outside the Shun-che (Siian Wn) gate of 
the Tartar city of Peking. They have been observed with considerable 


fidelity since their appearance. 
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V.—ANTIQUITY OF THE GAZETTE. 

It may be useful, in conclusion, to furnish a reply to the enquiry 
which has often been made with regard to the period to which the first 
issue of a Chinese Government Gazette can be traced. On this subject a 
collection of miscellaneous Notes, published about a century ago, under 
the title i tb a=] or Explanations of Common Things, contains the 
following jotting :— 

‘“‘In the biography of Ts’ao Fu, in the History of the Sung dynasty, 
the following statement occurs: ‘Subsequently to the period Chéng-ho 
(A.D. 1111-1117) the Emperor (Hwei Tsung of the Sung dynasty) 
frequently went about incognito. At first this was scarcely known to the 
public, until, in an address of thanks from Ts‘ai-king,* the following 
expression occurred—Your Majesty’s light equipage has seven times 
honoured my abode. Upon this the matter became known on every side 
by means of the Court Announcement.t’” 

To the above extract the author adds the following note :—‘‘ The 
designation Ti-pao appears in this passage for the first time in the page 
of history. But in the ‘ Miscellanies of Sun Ts‘iao’ there is a section 
entitled ‘On perusal of the Miscellaneous Announcements 4 R of the 
reign K‘ai-yiian (A.D. 713-741) ;’ and furthermore in the Notes on the 
Poetry of the T‘ang dynasty the following passage occurs: ‘Han Yih 
being in retirement at his own home, a man one day knocked at his door 
and offered congratulations, saying—There is a Decree in the Court 
Announcements to the effect that one of the officials of the Court has 
brought your name forward, and you have been appointed to a secretary- 
ship.’—Thus a Ti-pao existed already so far back as under the T‘ang 
dynasty.” 


* An unworthy minion of the Emperor. + Bp $fh—see note at commencement, 
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.«*» For purposes of classification, with a view to ready reference, the 
contents of the Peking Gazette, as translated in this volume, have been indexed 


under six principal headings, viz.: 


Court Affairs, 


Judicial and Revenue 


Administration, Civil and Military Administration, Instruction, Worship, and 


Usages, External Relations, and the Provinces. 


Under each of these main 


divisions, the subjects are still further arranged in appropriate categories. 





I.—COURT AFFAIRS. 


MOVEMENTS OF THE COURT, ETC. 


Tls. 100,000 due to troops of Yiian-ming Yiian, etc. 


Horse presented to Emperor............ siasdecteesesen 
do. do. cas cecsscesocscceesscocense 
Honours conferred on General Mu-t’u-shen...... 
Arrangements for journey to Western Mausolea 
Emperor’s departure and progress toward Mausolea 
Road making for progress toward Mausolea...... 
Supplications presented by roadside........se00 
Gov.-General Li Hung-chang in attendance...... 
Board of Vice-gerence in Palace. ......ssssseresseeeee 
Display of Archery..scccccosssssscesscscercreccccseceeces 
Imperial Birthday. ......ccsccrcercscsses seecsscseseeescees 
Birthday of Empress Mother, preparations for... 
do. do., Nodeath warrant tobe signed 
Flight and recapture of a Hunuch......cccceeeceeeee 
Kwei-pao appointed a Comptroller of Household 
Roern ts for Boly-guard from Manchuria.... 
b> performed on peeuaeh Dewages 


Dirliiay, 


Wounds i te 

Court dresses to Kae worn in Mhooie of ‘Kmptes 
Dowager’s birthday .ccccccsscseeee eeeceeeseeee 

Court Uireular.. dis 

Suppliants to his “Majesty tried ana sentenced... 

Comptrollers of Household to be punished......... 


Google 


Jan. 28. 

Mar. 15, Ap. 13. 
Oct. 15. 

Jan. 20, Mar. 21. 
Mar. 20, 27. 

Ap. 9, 13, 10-16. 
May 16, 27. 
Mar. 29, Ap. 15, 24. 
Mar. 30, Ap. 1. 
Ap. 4. 

Ap. 7. 

May 7. 

June 26, 29. 
June 29, 

July 3. 

July 24. 

July 25. 


July 29. 


Aug. 4. 
Aug. 27. 
Aug. 28, 30. 
Aug. 29. 


it 


Visit to South Hunting Park announced......... 
Archery display at Ts’zo Kwang Koh.........000 
Comptroller Kwei-pao to be severely punished... 
Comptrollers of Household—affair of Li Kwang- 


Autumn hunt for game in Manchuria postponed 
Buildings to be prepared in lieu of Summer Palace 
Imperial visit to South Hunting Park, .......00008 
Presents of birds’-nests to Princes........000 seoeee 
Ying-kwei to hold key of Household seal.. 
Assumption of Winter hat postponed... eee 
Li Kwang-chao (Timber frauds)—report of “trial 
Suppliants by roadside.......ccccccccsssssccsecssceeres 
Magistrate drowned while in charge of timber... 
Runaway horse and cart in Palace ......... soceeees 
Empress Mother’s birthday—festivities to be held 
do. do. suspension of business 
do. do. Imperial bounty...... 
Performances of Military Graduates inspected..... 
Donative of pay to Troops in Peking........+. esse» 
Seisure of smuggled Ginseng........cccccccsccssseeees 
Member of Imperial lineagein banishment forcrime 
Emperor attacked with smallpox...........sccccsseee 
Empresses to conduct public business........000 
Rewards to Emperor’s physicians.........cccccscesess 
Discharge of Imperial functions during Emperor’s 
I]NO88......ccreecessccrcccecccereccceccescsecee ces 
General amnesty on Emperor’s convalescence... 
Additional honours to Empresses Dowager... .... 
Promotion to Imperial concubines..........0eeee 
Rewards and honours to Princes and Ministers... 
Loss of lantern-masts for Temple of Heavon...... 


Forzicgn AUDIENCES. 


Russian Minister granted audience.......ccceseeee 
Belgian do. do. GO. — seevecccereveceene 
Japanese and U.S. Ministers granted audience... 


Yiian-mine Yiian. 


Imperial visit to WOrkS......c0+..sccrsssseeeseveseeeees 
Censor’s proposal for supply of funds.........00 

Imperial visit to WOrkS...crrcccsscccsscccctececcsscecees 
Timber not available in Szech’wat..........essseee 
Li Kwang-chao’s offer of Timber reported on...... 
Imperial visit to WOrk®...ccccccccsssccecssctesssoseeess 
Arrival of Timber reported by Li Kwang-chao... 
Exposure of attempted fraud by Li Kwang-chao. 
Li Kwang-chao’s fraud—Comptrollers to be 

punished, (see Movements of Court). 

Li Kwang-chao to be punished with death.. ...... 
Abandonment Of WOrkS.ecccscocsssscssssscscerescessees 
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Aug. 30. 
Sept. 3. 
Sept. 4, 6, 16. 


Sept. 8, 11. 
Sept. 5. 
Sept. 10, 11. 
Sept. 13, Oct. 6, 11, 13. 
Sept. 16. 
Sept. 25. 
Sept. 29. 
Oct. 6. 

Oct. 7, 8. 
Oct. 9, 10. 
Oct. 20. 
Oct. 20. 
Nov. 10. 
Nov. 11, 16 18. 
Noy. 10, 11. 
Dec. 1. 

Dee. 2. 

Dec. 19. 
Dec. 11, 17. 
Dec, 18. 
Dec. 20. 


Dec. 22. 
Dec. 24. 
Dec. 24. 
Dec, 24, 25. 
Dec. 24. 
Deo. 28. 


May 16, 19, 20. 
Aug. 16, 30. 
Nov. 24, 28. 


April 26. 
June 20. 
June 23. 
July 4. 
July 4. 
July 15, 17. 
July 23. 
Aug. 18. 


Sept. 28, Oct. 6. 
Sept. 10. 


iii 


ImprniaL MANUFACTORIES. 


Financial Statement from Supt. at Hang-chow... 
Appointment of do. do. 
Silk and Satins required from do. 
Court robes for Empress Mother’s birthday...... 
Supply of apparel and want of funds (Soochow)... 


IMPERIAL MavsoLea, 


Funds for Emperor’s journey....... aicsesesoss ceeceeeee 
Disappearance of treasure-box from Tomb........ . 
Defects in buildings............cssssscsescesssssceceessees 
Road making for Imperial journey...........0sc000 
High officials ordered to hold survey..........00.0. 
New Custodian has taken Stock.............. 

Repairs required.........cceeeeee sevcccccoes 


do. do. at Moukdon............ccccccsseese 
Prinoz or Kuna. 

Congé granted for five Aays....ccccscccccsrssseccceees 

Prince and his son paid respects...........ceeesseee . 

do, do. degraded......... websceeuessedse eee 

do. do. Teinstated..........ceccssecssesers 


June 1, 
Oct. 5, 19. 
Oct. 11, 12. 
Nov. 14. 
Nov. 14. 


Jan. 17, 20, 28. 

Feb. 14, Mar. 16, 26. 
Mar. 12, 22. 

May 27. 

July 25. 

Aug. 1. 

Aug. 2, Sept. 14. 
Sept. 19, 26. 


Ap. 23, 28, 
June 14, 
Sept. 10. 
Sept. 11, 12. 


Granp SEecrRETaRY WéN-SIANG. 


Application for leave to retire........e..cecesceesecee 
Two months’ congé granted...... Sea sedasocssenscceece 
Further application for retirement......... soveccees 

do. do. do. eeesveccccsacsoese 


do. do. do. svecescccenesscess 
Return to duty, and audionce.........cccccsrssseee 
Three months’ congé granted... 


ee Peecevececcccreeeece . 


Mar. 13. 
Ap. 26, 27. 


May 27. 


June 25, July 4. 
July 25, Aug. 2. 
Aug. 10, 
Sept. 30. 


IIl.—JUDICIAL AND REVENUE ADMINISTRATION. 


APPEAL CASES. 


Censor’s Memorial on defects in i of Re- 





Hearing. ......200..cessccercescrsseccececcerecesees 
Organized pillage in iy Kaanigeass soe scecesccccceese 
Brigandage in GO. accccccccccscccscrccccreees 
Oppression in Shéng-king......... covcnccnscssccccenees 

do. in Chibli.......scccesssecseseceeeees Soebees . 
do. by Tax-collectors in Féng-t' TON... .eeee 
do. in Shensi..........ss000 dss senses eccsedsaceas 
do. in Yiinnan...... seoseresdeteess Seibaneesees vee 
do. by Imperial courier service......... tee 
do. in Chilli........ccsccsccscccccccescrescseseeee 
Pillage and murder in Honan...........ssssccsrsceeee 
do. do. Szech’Wan.......cecscecessees 
do. do. Shuntung. ..........ecccceeee 
do. do. Jeh-ho....... isvedsdeaies saexes 
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Jan. 
Jan. 4, 

Jan. 9. 

Jan, 23. 
Feb. 10. 
June 22, 
July 31. 
Oct. 24. 
Nov. 1. 

Nov. 22, 
Jan. 27. 
Feb. 11. 
May 25. 
July 7. 


iv 


Police oppression and murder in Chihli............. 
Highway robbery and murder in Szech’wan....... 
Money-claim between Officials.........cssscsssssees Bee 
Dispute about lands in Kianggi............00....sesee 
Mongolian succession CAase.......secccccsscersescescceess 
Violencesto a Woman in Honan............cseeseeeeee 
Lawless conduct in Chibli.........ccccssscccssscceseeees 
Descendants of Mencius in Shantung.............00 
Unlawful imprisonment in Honan............s0ssee0 
Lawless Military Graduate in Honan.............008 


Complaint of murder of a father in Honan......... 
do. do. husband do. ....... 
do. do. dO. .cseseee 
do. adopted son in Chibli............seseesees 
do. Bhantung. ..-sec..sere eee 
do. Szech’wan. ....... soos 
do. Honan. o.....cceeeee oveee 
do. sister dO. — cevesesccceceseee 
do. brother Shantung. ....... cceceseee 
do. father Manchuria...........0006 
do. do. Hupeh. .sc...ccoccceseees 
do. sister Shantung. .......s00 eeee 
do. relatives Nganhwei. .........00008 5 
do. father HOnan. ....00. ccssceeeeeeee 
do. won by police =» LO. cesccesessescoeeee 
do. father Shantung....ccovecsnsseee 
do. Yiinnan......cccccceseeeee 
do. Hupeh, ...ccoccccesceeeee 
do. (false charge) Chehkiang.........ccsev 

Rehearing in case of boundaries in Chihli....... ove 
do. murder Honan......... 
do. do. dO. eevee abs 
do. do. Shantung..... 
do. do. do. cess 
do. manslaughter Honan...... a 
do. murder Chihli.......... 
do. Honan......... 
do. Nganhwei. ... 
do. : Honan......... 
do. suppliants to Emperor.......... ° 

CRIME. 

General-in-chief of Urumtsi, Ch’éng-luh, accused 

Of MASSACTO, ...cccccessccceceececccecsecscsoees . 

do. execution ordered, and Censor 
degraded. ......0. saSeSisvesedceecuiusesavs oes 

do. MeEMOFIAls ON Cas. .....eecereeee : 

do. final appeal and rejection.......... 

do. revision of sentence by Board of 
Punishments ........cseceeee Sesdesss oes ccecccecs 
Parricide in Chihli..........sscccsccsssccscsectcecsssesses 
Matricide by lunatic in Chibli.......ccccsecsseceresens 


Google 


May 25. 
June 22. 
Feb. 6. 
June 12, 
Sept. 2. 
Sept. 15. 
Sept. 21. 
Oct. 10. 
Noy. 17. 
Dee. 5. 
Jan. 9. 
Jan. 27. 
Feb. 4. 
Feb. 6. 
Feb. 9. 
Feb. 11. 
Mar. 27. 
May 13. 
May 13. 
May 14. 
Aug. 20. 
Sept. 6. 
Sept. 13. 
Sept. 15. 
Oct. 1. 
Oct. 11. 
Oct. 13. 
Oct. 17. 
Nov. 17. 
Jan. 26. 
June 4, 
Aug. 9. 
Aug. 23. 
Aug. 27. 
Sept, 12. 
Oct. 23. 
Oct. 26. 
Nov. 7. 
Nov. 21. 
Nov. 28, 29. 


Jan. 17. 


Jan. 15. 
Jan. 15, 17, 24. 
Oct. 28, Nov. 10. 


Oct. 29. 
Mar. 23. 
June 14. 


Parricide by lunatic in Shéngking.................... 
Matricide do. Homan........0eccsseeceeeeeees 
do. do. CHIDL. ..........ceeceseceee eee 
do. do. Shansi. . posevuswaleve 
Murder of wife by a General in Yiinnan.. sedevedes eee 
do. husband and father in Nganhwei...... 
do. a father and son in ah 
Adultery and murder in Homnan...........ceessseee see 
do. do. Bornes 
Assassination of a Profect in revenge for minedet 
im Yiinman......cccccccesscsceeeseescscessceeeees 
Brigandage—execution at Jeh-ho...... Sosoesedeacass 
Foray of brigands in Manchuria...................0008 
Career of a brigand in Chihli..................cc0eeeees 


Highway robbery in Manchuria.................00000 


Branditti captured near Newchwang.... ieee 
do. near Groat Wall.......cccccsssccssessceeee eye 
Brigandage among Kalka Mongols.................0+ 
Daring robbery at a town in Manchuria............. 
Robbery by armed bands dO. saceeeeeeaee 
do. disbanded braves in Hupeh............ 
do. at Quemoy in Fubkion...................008 
do. in Fuhkien—perpetrators seized......... 
do. in Peking... wezsietseseverece 
do. by aid of sinpetying ideas. gcceuese 


Attempted abduction and suicide at Peking...... 
False charge in Hupeh............cccocsescesseressceeees 


Capture of desperadoes near Mausolea.............. 
Prevalence of crime in Manchuria....... eas ccce scence 
do. do. Nganhwéi............ ese stesee 
do. disorders and highway robbery.......... 
do. do. do. near Peking. 
Wrongful arrest by a soldier in Shéng-king....... 
Robbery of Corean embassy last year..........00 . 
Recapture and execution of escaped prisoner...... 
Execution of kidnapping compradore at Swatow. 
Revision of capital sentences for Palace assize... 
Violation of a place of interment................006 6 
Officials undergoing banishment—fees unpaid... 
do. do. escaped......... 
Members of Imperial lineage, criminal conduct... 
do. do. in exile for crime......... 

do. do. misconduct at Peking... 
Right of summary execution in Chihli............ eee 
do. do. Chehkiang........ F 

do. do. Kirin................ 

do. do. Jeh-ho........ Santee 

do. do. Szech’wan.......... 

do. do. Shansi. ............ 

do. do. Shantung.......... 

do. do. Honan.........0000 


Google 


June 27. 
Oct. 25. 
Nov. 28. 
Deo. 2. 
Oct. 13. 
Dec. 19. 
Dec. 23. 
May 6. 
May 30. 


Mar. 29, Ap. 26, Dec. 11. 


Jan. 14. 
May 15. 
May 22. 
June 14. 
June 26. 
June 28. 
July 16. 
Sept. 5. 
Sept. 8. 
Nov. 2. 
July 11. 
Dee. 17. 
Ap. 5, 20. 
Ap. 23. 
Ap. 19. 
May 10. 
July 7. 
July 6. 
July 12. 
Oct. 9. 
Oct. 16, 27. 
July 24. 
Sept. 5. 
Oct. 4. 
Oct. 27. 
Oct. 29. 
July 26. 
July 24, 
Aug. 13. 
July 27, Aug. 7. 
Dee. 19. 
Deo. 25. 
Aug. 28. 
Sept. 3. 
Sept. 10. 
Sept. 28. 
Oct. 9. 
Oct. 30. 
Nov. 6. 
Nov. 23. 


vi 


Suppliant to Emperor, tried and punished......... 


Popular outbreak in Honan..........ccssscsscseseeeee 
do. do. Chehkiang. —.........4.. sees 
do. do. Honan, (in pace 
do. do. do. daaceusehitevesetance 
do. do. Alupeh. ou... ssc cceeseeeeeee ene 

Plot to capture a city in Kiangsi..................66 

REBELLION. 


Mahommedan rebels. ............-ssssceceseeseessseevees 
Affiliated robbers in Bheatonn: a aeaee aeeesstnaesievess 
Man Fei banditti in Szech’wan.. 

Taiping leader Yang Fuh-ts’ing, 5 crotuted: ‘oid 
OXOCULCK........cceereccsececcnsssecescceeeesceene 

Taiping leader Yang Fuh-ts’ing, career of... 
do. do. Rewards for fapeirs of. 
Fuh Fei banditti in Kiangsu............ eodscaestsoxers 
Women’s lives lost in Chihli during Rebellion... 
Rebel officer detected and executed at Peking... 
Plot to capture a city in Kiangsi............ccecceee 
do. raise rebellion GO. cesesecseeeeees aguves 


GaMBLING. 


Wei-sing lotteries at Canton denounced............ 
Gambling fraternity broken up............ cee eeeseeene 

do. among Officials in Shansi........ceecseeeee 
Gamblers and murderers on Yangtsze.......secceeee 


Opium. 


Poppy cultivation forbidden in Kansuh... 
do. Memorial on Kansuh......... 
Censor Yiian Ch’éng-yeh’s Memorial............... 
do. do. do., decree on... 
Decree prohibiting poppy cultivation............... 
Board of Revenue’s Memorial on cultivation...... 
Opium-shop kept by member of the Imperial 
ViNOR GOs: cvtsccccsacesnctentecessteveavseceesscsoes 


Lixin. 


Decree in reply to Censor Chang Kwan-chun...... 


Memorial by Censor denouncing likin tax......... 
Collectorate at Foochow..........sscsssseeses se veccceses 

do. in Hupeh, returns of Revenue...... 
Extortion in Kansul...........ccccccescsees sie tinaveees 
Abolition of barrier at Great Wall.........cccseees is 
Decree in reply to Censor Yiian Ch’éng-yeh...... 
Memorial by do. do. sasaee 
Decree on proposed reduction of likin station... 
Memorial'‘by Board of Revenue on do. ase 


Google 


Jan. 3. 
Jan. 11. 
Jan. 18. 


Aug. 4, 14. 


Oct. 2. 


Nov. 29. 
' Sept. 22, 


Aug. 22. 


Nov. 24, 
Nov. 12. 


Dec. 18. 


Mar. 13. 
June 28, 


July 16. 
Oct. 18. 


June 5. 


June 19. 


Sept. 7. 
Aug. 30. 
Oct. 5. 

Oct. 19. 


Deo. 25. 


Mar. 31. 


Ap. 11. 
Ap. 24. 
July 14. 


Aug. 10. 
Aug. 21, 
Aug. 30. 


Sept. 7. 
Oct. 5. 
Oct. 19. 


Oct. 1. 


Dec. 6. 


July 7. 


Sept. 1. 


Vii 


Grain TRIBUTE. 


Rice from Kiangsu—insufficient yield............... 
do. do. to be purchased and shipped. 
do. Chehkiang, report of production...... 

Rules for Grain Se ea wiwieaestetsseetbeosees aeee 

Rice from Kiangsu.... siesucedecdseddnedsesssendsee 
do. Chehkiang.... Lasoasdesicnsseseesecs 
do. Shantung by “anal! Sedacsustsescstweneseess 
do. Kiangpeh do, sasecdsdetssavesee oes 
do. do. 643 jnuks esd secesseesspubapesss 

Grain Squadron in Canal........cscc,sccsscceseeeseeee 

do. do. GO. rcoccsccercecsccscccrrescceses 
do. do. arrived in Chihli.................000 
do. do. crossing Yellow River............06 

Delivery of Grain at T’ung Chow in 1873......... 

Imperial thanksgiving for divine assistance....... 

Proposed augmentation in grain iad Seoeetsaeass 


Remission of duty on grain junks... eesee 
Total deliveries of grain at Tang ‘Ole aii 
Peking. ........ceseccsecccsecceesssesccseeeessees 


RIveRs AND CANALS. 


Repairs to Canals in Chihli...........ccecsessecssees 
_ Tientsin to Peht’ang—new Canal..........ccsseeeeeee 
Break-up of ice in Yungting river........cccsesseeeees 
Safety of embankments of Yungting river....... 7 
Repairs to embankments of Yellow River......... 
Passage of grain-junks across do. sebSestee 
Report on condition of do. shedeeaés 
do. do. do. 
do. . do. do. 
do. do. do. seeeees 
Embezzlement of Funds by minor Officials... Seeeceees 
Proposed abolition of post of Gov.-Gen. of Yellow 
River.......0.+000 coceeecereesese ser enerseccosscees 
Grand Canal, progress of grain-junks.............0 
do. funds for repairs needed............ 
do. debt on account Of.........cccseceeeeeee 

do. condition of embankments....... 
Outbreak in connection with Seycinea in 
Hupeh... Senate 
Deepening of river- beat in 2 Oh'so: slow Fu sedadeuss 

Floods in northern Kiangsu........ 

Repairs to embankments of Ch’ao-péh ‘Ho. sed esenss 


eecccces eo eececccccocens 


REVENUE. 


Prohibition of grain-export in Manchuria......... 
Remission of land-tax along Imperial route...... 
Censor’s Memorial on perquisities of Boards...... 
Contractors for salt Revenue, relief to...... seede cede 
Reduction in tax-valuation in Kiangsu proposed. 


Google 


Jan. 21. 
Jan, 21, 22. 
Feb. 24. 
Feb. 28. 
Ap. 4. 

Ap. 21, May 13. 
May 9. 
May 11. 
May 21. 
May 29. 
June 8. 
Aug. 2. 
Aug. 4. 
Aug. 20. 
July 28. 
Oct. 17. 
Oct. 23. 


Dec. 8. 


Jan. 1. 
Jan. 1. 
May 23. 
Oct. 16. 
Jan. 28. 
Aug. 4. 
Aug. 10. 
Sept. 24. 
Oct. 31. * 
Nov. 19. 
Nov. 6. 


Nov. 30, Dec. 12. 
June 9. 

July 26. 

July 26. 

Deo. 12. 


Aug. 17. 
Sept. 17. 
Dec. 12. 
Dec. 6. 


Jan. 8. 
Mar. 13. 
June 20. 
June 26. 
July 1. 


Vili 


Punctuality in transmission rewarded .............. July 17. 
Remittances from oe by yecmiti and 


insurance........... seeeee Sept. 17. 
Revenue from bamboo and, inher: alien in 
Hupeh. .......... SSesedunscesssendeseeessacaseaes Nov. 19. 
CorReENcy. 
Cash coinage at T’ai-yitlan Fu............ceeceeseeee Jan. 14. 
Remittances to Peking in silver advocated......... Mar. 25. 
do. do. by drafts from Ningpo... Sept. 3. 
CHARITABLE RELIEF. 
Distressed poor at 'T’ung Chow........sccccssseeseeees Mar. 13. 
Extension of time for relief at Peking............... Ap. 19. 
do. do. dO. ettsseesesseves May 12. 
Manchu Charitable Fund ..... susdedeeseetanceceecst ees July 2. 
Contribution on behalf of poor in Kansuh and 
CHURN iss. sacieseseadiecissadecercdess csdetenscssvste July 10. 
Charitable trust in Nganhwei..........cccsecccessseeee July 21. 


do. do. founded by a Brigadier-General. July 21. 

do. fund for admittance to examinations... Aug. 17. 

do. Asylumns near Peking.......  ....cceseees Oct. 2, 16. 
Wadded garments for poor at Peking.............00 Nov. 21. 


Buitpina Works. 


Sea-wall in Hangchow Bay...........cscccsesceeeseeseee May 19. 
Taku Forts in 1858, outlay for..........0....0+00. May 22. 
District city in Hupeh rewoved and rebuilt....... Ap. 3. 
Walls of cities in Chihli rebuilt.............. essen June 24. 
do. do. GOs: sedeesescstecisesesssaee July 28. 





III.—CIVIL AND MILITARY ADMINISTRATION, 


APPOINTMENTS. 
Judicial Commissioner in Fuhkien................... Mar. 18. 
Governor, etc, in Hunan............ ceeeseseee Ap. 8. 


Pao-yiin to be Assistant Grand Bactolarg.: .. Ap. 19. 
Shén Yii-ying, Acting Gov.-Gen. in iowa. . Ap. 28. 
Judicial Commissioner in Yiinnan...............000 Ap. 28. 
Superintendent of Customs at Canton............... June 11, 
Financial Commissioner in Yiinnan................. June 11, 


Governor of Shun-t’ien Fu........... desvesbectivesessess Aug. 11. 
do. Of Hupeh........cccocsscscseccervesseessceseees Aug. 19. 
Tso Tsung-t’ang to be Grand Secretary............. Aug. 23, Sept. 18. 
King-lien to be Imperial Commissioner............. Aug. 23. 
Censors to superintend rice deliveries............+ Sept. 3. 


Commander-in-chief at Hangchow................... Sept. 6. 

Pao-yiin and Yingkwei to Boards.............c..0.00. Sept. 13. 
Ying-kwei to be Captain-General of Gendarmerie. Sept. 13. 
Kwang-show to be president of Censorate......... Sept. 13. 
Grain-intendant in Kianggi.......ccccccceressceeeeee Sept. 15. 


Google 


ix 


Prefect of Sii-chow Fu............00 sees puaincoseeveces’ 
Head of Commissariat for campaign of Turkestan. 
Secretary to Grand Council...............ccscecesseeees 
Resident in Tibet..........sscccseeceees Saccossaasceacacee 
Gevernor-General of Two Kwang..........s.sssss008 
Governor of Ngan-hwéi............. Seclsvexcateseaesesoes 
Governor of Kiangsu..........sscsecssosseccsscsceecseeee 
Taotai at Chinkiang...............c0006 sdiseieues iebdve see 
General-in-chief in Human.........ccscccsecessceeeseee . 
Tautais at Tientain.............cccseccscccsseeeseeeeeeees 
Pou-yiin to become Grand Secretary........... 00+ 
Kwang-show to be President of Board of War... 


Decrease OF OFFICIALS. 


Death of Ts6n K wei-820.........scscscscscsesscceseee 
do. Teh-ying. ....... SSdecbeseeseue tae cccscececccee : 
do. son of Gov.-Gen. Tso Tsung-t’ang....... 
do. ex-Governor Liu Jung...........0. deetsedee 
do. ex-President Lo Tun-yen............0008 «. 
do. YVing-yiian. .........ccseseeee ese scepesseeenvers 
do. Governor-General Jui-lin..........ceeceee 
do. ex-Grand Secretary Kia- pei listesosaeve 
do. Sung Tsin.......secsecsccsssescessecsccesccnsces 
do. Taotai at Chinkiang 3 Secs Sed ctissecvestouds 
do. Prince of Chwang...........ssscssssssssess 

Pusuic SERVICE. 

Ofticer of the Court late in coming on duty......... 

Centenarian lady reported on..........ss.see..seee 

Officials dismissed in Nganhweéi.............sseee.sse0 

Defalcations in Shantung...... dias tveweavedebessecedaccs 

District Magistrate commended...... devescseccescaesce 

Recklessness and severity in Kwanggi............... 


Honours on 60th anniversary of taking degree... 
Enforced exchange of posts........csscorcoscssecesseees 
False persomation........cecsscssccocsscsssesccesecceesess 
Changes in Szech’wan...... see ceccscees wocscseescoseceees 
Retirement of Grand Secretary...........ssscesseeeeee 
Misconduct of a military officer.............000 sesaves 
Suicide of military officer at Uliasutai............... 
Fire in Board of Punishments...............ceeseeeee 
Insane military officer in Kiangsi..............s.cc000 
Military officers cashiered in Kansuh................ 
Expectant Taotai commended.........sssscsccsseerees 
Disgraceful conduct at Ninghia.........se0..seseeee eee 
Weeding of civil service in Yiinnan............0. ve 
Honorary distinctions to members of Council... 
Revision of criminal cases in Honan........... wevesas 
Acting Taotaiship at Newchwang...... oer sccesesenees 
Mission of Enquiry to Shan-hai Kwan.............. . 
do. do. do. Sea bagdeneostes 
do. do. do. seseseiaweeess 


Google 


Sept. 17. 
Oct. 5. 
Oct. 11. 
Oct. 13. 
Oct. 17. 
Oct. 17. 
Oct. 20. 
Oct. 29. 
Nov. 2. 
Nov. 27, Dec. 9. 
Dec. 18. 
Deo. 19. 


Jan. 25. 
Mar. 17. 
June 25. 
July 23, Aug. 1. 
Aug. 12, 21. 
Sept. 13. 
Oct. 17. 
Nov. 4. 
Nov. 2. 
Nov. 15. 
Nov. 25. 


Jan. 26, 28. 
Feb. 4. 
Mar. 2. 
Mar, 18. 
Mar. 21. 
Ap. 19. 
Ap. 20. 

Ap. 24. 
May 1. 
May 20. 
May 20, 23, 29. 
May 28, 
May 30. 
June 7. 
June 7. 
June 8. 
June 8. 
June 18. 
June 21. 
June 27. 
July 2. 
July 3. 
July 6. 
Aug. 12, 20, 21. 
Sept. 1, 20. 


Military officer cashiered.. 


Embezzlement by Ooanininaney re Tibet. 

Gross misconduct of Magistrate in Hupeh... 
Manchu general in exile for peculation 
Expenses of administration in Kirin 


Conduct of business in Nui Koh............ ase 
Yih-shan permitted to retire............ 
Official rank obtained under false pretences...... 
do. do. do. 
do. do. do. 


Han-lin official asks leave to retire to take care of 
His Mother.........cccccccsecseccesssceecenceeser 
Malversation in Fuhkien.......... sis sense sedeceseuseense 
Military officials cashiered in Féng-t’ien 
Address to the throne by a Chehkiang graduate... 
Weeding of civil service in Yiinnan........ caeseceuss 
Misconduct of official on leave at Moukden 
Supply of arms for garrison at Ts’ing-chow 
Abuses among police undoerlings.........s0.00... es 
do. do. pawnbrokers and money changers. 
Defalcations refunded in Shantung 
Alleged malpractices investigated in Shantung... 
Malversation of supplies for Ili......... eéseensedcescas 
Leave to change a General’s surname 
Los of a seal of office in Hupeh.............0+ seeee 
Reform in provincial constabulary system ordered. 


Treasury rebuilt in Shantung... 


Nominations to official posts, Censor’ 8 "Memorial. 
Drowning of a district Magistrate in Szech’wan. 
Suicide of a district Magistrate in Hunan. 
Weeding of civil service advocated 
Son of Tséng Kwoh-fan succeeds to hereditary 


Son of Tséng Kwoh-fan again in mourning 
Military subaltern cashiered..........sccessesoees toace 


Governor of Kwangsi fined...... 
Defalcations in Shantung 


Centenarian lady, honours for 


Suicide of a deputy Magistrate... 


Charge against an officer of the Gonsorate. 

Malpractices of official underlings in Shansi...... 
District Magistrate impeached in Kianggi......... 
Governor of Shantung returns from leave 
Tsiang Yih-li pays his respects at Court...... dissed 


Ma Ju-lung stripped of his rank 


Gov.-Gen. of Szech’wan asks leave to retire 





Charges against military officers in Shensl 
Magistrate compelled to resign in Chihli..... 
Fire in Financial Commiss’rs yamén in Hupeh... 
Military officials cashiered in Kansuh............... 


Commission of enquiry sent to Shensi 


July 9. 

July 10, 23. 

July 30. 

July 31. 

Aug. 3. 

Aug. 6. 

June 22, Aug. 10. 
Aug. 8, 19. 

Aug. 30. 

Dee. 5, 16. 


Aug. 20. 
Aug. 30. 
Sept. 1. 
Sept. 6, 15. 
Sept. 18. 
Sept. 19. 
Sept. 20, 30. 
Sept. 21, 30. 
Sept. 21, 30. 
Sept. 21. 
Sept. 23. 
Sept. 25. 
Sept. 28. 
Sept. 29. 
Sept. 30. 
Sept. 30. 
Oct. 7. 

Oct. 9. 

Oct. 11. 
Oct. 15. 


Oct. 17. 
Dec. 12. 
Oct. 18. 
Oct. 19. 
Oct. 28. 
Nov. 5. 
Nov. 8, 20. 
Nov. 8. 
Nov. 11. 
Nov. 30. 
Dec. 2. 
Dec. 3. 
Dec, 4, 16. 
Dec. 4. 
Deo. 9, 18. 
Dec. 13. 
Dec. 17. 
Dee. 25, 26. 
Dec. 28. 


xi 


PRIson AFFAIRS. 


Attempt to break out of a jail............ssecceeseeee 

Suicide of a prisoner in Shantung............cceseeee . 

Escape of a do. ShanBi........ccccceeesseceeees 
do. two do. Chibli, ..........ccceeeesceeeee 
do. one do. Shansi...........cecsecesceeees 
do. seven do. Fuhkien, ..........00...008 0+ 
do. one do. Kiangsi. 2... .... cescesceeeee 
do. one do. Shanti...........scsseeseceeeee 
do. one do. Kiangsi. ......ceccsscesceeeee 
do. two do. Shantung..........cccseceeeee 
do. one do. (rr sieeresesenee 
do. one do. COs: - zescvecdsesacacessasss 
do. one do. Shanai............ 


Wrongful imprisonment and release in Fuhkien. 
Recapture and execution of escaped prisoner...... 


Mititary AFFAIRS. 


Triennial inspection in PTOVINCES.......seeeersseecere 
do. do. Honan. ......00. Ssosveseenas 
do. do. Chehkiang. ......... sdeode 
do, do. do. Sebcen¥ieessete 
do. do. Shantung...........004. teneee 


do. do. Kiangsu.  ..c..ccscceecee soe 
Mahommedan rebels, campaign against............ 
Army supplies for Kansuh.........cccccsceeees sossceee 
King-lien to be Imperial Commissioner for 
CAMPAIGN. co. cccceeeceeeeceeieseeeseeees sovesense 
Outbreak among soldiery at Chinkiang.............. 
Commandant of cantonment at Kohku.............. 
Military examinations at Poking...............000000 
General of naval forces in Fuhkien...... Bosbedeceeses 





Aug. 23. 

July 18, 19, 30. 
Oct. 20. 

Nov. 12, 13, 14. 
Dec. 5. 


IV.—INSTRUCTION, WORSHIP, AND USAGES. 


Pustio INsTRUCTION. 


Honorary degrees to candidates over age of 80... 
do. do. do. ase 
Blunder in an examination paper.........ssesseee wee 
Extra degrees in reward for contributions......... 
New rules for examinations.......... pe Sekeeeteases iis 
Examiners for competition of 1874............. isse 
Graduate excluded from competition............0 
Results of examination......sccccsscssceeseee gsiliecaee 
Examination for Han-lin degrees............0. eeaces 
Travelling allowance to Manchus from Canton... 
Examination papers submitted to Emperor...... 
Highest honours of 1874..........ccsccssscsscssceeseeeee 
Appointments conferred on graduates...... ascbevess 
Eminent scholars in Kansuh...........ccsecesccseseeee 
Schools to be multiplied in Kansuwh...............6. 


Google 


Mar. 7, 8, 9. 
April 18, 22. 
Feb. 5. 
Mar. 21. 
April 7. 
April 21, 
April 26, May 7, 13. 
May 11. 
June 2. 
June 5. 
June 8. 
June 8. 
June 12, 23. 
July 5. 

July 5. 
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Examinations in Manchuria............ccceeeeee STuly 22. 


do. Shoni.......s.cccssscssssssssereveeeee Aug. 22. 
Pu-Kung graduates at Poking.............sc0eccee. Aug. 16. 
Colleges rebuilt at Soochow............ Secdcasaseseens Sept. 6. 
Errors in collection of examination papers......... Sept. 21. 
Reform in system of admission proposed............ Sept. 24. 

Worsuilp. 
Imperial prayers for snow...........0..00. aisecaavaneeee Jan. 6, 14, 24. 
Worship at tomb of Yii............ssescscseseeseseeseee Jan. 7. 
do. temple of Sun (Ch’ao Jih Tan)......... Jan. 20. 
do. do. Agriculture............. wire May 17, 18. 
do. do. Harth, .......cccsscoscsscsceee «. May 27. 
do. do. Ancestors. ...... easaansasecuser July 29. 
do. do. Gods of Literature and War, 
and of Oonfucius...... Aug. 29. 
do. do. Spirits of Land and Grain Sept. 17. 
do. do. ANCEBEOFS, ......ccceseeceasceee Sept. 19. 
do. do. Evening Moon.............066 Sept. 22. 
: TEMPLES. 
Memorial temple in Chehkiang...........scsseesesees April 15. 
do. do. Shonsi. .........scccsescessceeeees April 27. 
Fire at Palladium temple at Peking.............0004 April 28. 
Memorial temple in Kweichow...........cccccssseeee May 5. 
do. do. Sheni......0...ccessevecsevsceeens May 10. 
do. do. Nanking. ........sssseesecceseeee June 29, July 8. 


Admission of a deceased worthy to sacrificial 
honours..... July 19. 


do. do. do. ... Aug. 26. 

do. . do. do. .. Sept. 4. 
Memorial temple in honour of Séng-ko-lin-sin... Sept. 16, 25. 

do. do. do. Yiian Yiian....... Dec, 23. 

Temple of God of the Sea in Chehkiang........ se» Deo, 22, 


Virtuous FEMAtgs. 


Devotion of a betrothed young lady on death of 
her spouse...... Mar. 16. 


Suicide do. do. do. soe. Jan, 30. 
do. on death of husband.......cccsecsecseeee April 22. 
do. to escape indignity............00 soovsseseeee June 7, 
do. of newly married wife on her husband’s 

death......... seoeseseedensescevenseae sovecesies Sept. 21. 
do. and self-mutilation of young girl at 
Canton ...... sedescbdecsedonesteeseccdenesceses Nov. 13. 

Devotion of a betrothed young lady........ geo stwess - June 8, 
do. and suicide of a concubine.............. . July 6. 
do. of stepmother of Ying Pao-she......... July 19. 
do. betrothed bride in Kiangsu...... eee Aug. 13. 
do. voluntary widows in Kiangsu......... Aug. 24. 
do. young girl to memory of her betrothed. Sept. 20. 
do. sister of Governor of Hunan............ Oct. 18. 
do. and suicide in Szech’wan...... sevsseeee Dec, 28. 
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SUPERSTITION. 
Memorial board granted to temple at Pa Chow... June 14, 24. 
do. do. temples in Kiangsu... July 1, 9. 
Efficacy of prayers to Dragon God in Honan...... July 13. 


Memorial board for temples near Yellow River... July 28. 
Divine protection to banks of Yunting River... Oct. 16. 
Incense forwarded to temple of. God of Yellow 


RIV OR: es veisessstccccsiesesse.seessseee esse seecs ee Nov. 7. 
Memorial boards to temples in Shansi’............... Nov. 9. 
Titular honours to a god of the Yellow River...... Dec. 7. 
Memorial boards to temple of God of the Sea...... Dee. 13, 22. 
Exorcists in Szech’wan..........scccccsssssesessesseeseee Oct. 2. 
Self-mutilation by a Wifo..........cssecssssscsscseeeeees Sept. 21. 

do. YOUN Qirl ...cccccesssccecssveeceeceees Noy. 13. 
GsomaNnoy AND METEOROLOGY. 
Reward to an official for geomantic services ...... Jan. 14. 
Rain at Poking............ccccsccsessessecreseeeeeees: wee May 12, 20. 
do. GO. ssevereseeseeccecees Psiises suessesasdeDeus vee June 13, 26. 
Typhoon in Kwangtung ............:::scceseeeecereeeeee Nov. 19, 30. 





V.—EXTERNAL RELATIONS. 


European AFFAIks. 
Audiences—see Section I. 


Foreign trade, important at Foochow............... April 24. 

Foreign affairs, Wén-siang rita with, in 1870 May 7. 
do. At Canton....cccrccccoscssceeees June 5. 
do. at Tiontsin .......cccccseceeseeseeeee June 24. 

Foreign settlement at Newchwang ...............066 June 26. 
do. Oe weesdseteeesezecest July 3. 

Foreign merchants and Li Kwang-chao ............ Aug. 18. 

Russian frontier near ae sabsed sdastebedecswes tis Aug. 21. 

H6stilities at Canton, 1858... Sosa . Aug. 21. 

Foreign trade and treaty pec winioia at Ningpo Sept. 3. 

Foreign relations, importance of, at Canton ...... Sept. 24. 

do. do. Newchwang ... Dec. 20. 
JAPAN. 

Measures requisite for coast defence in Chihli .... Aug. 26. 
do. do. Fuhkien.. Sept. 3. 
do. do. on Yangtsze... Sept. 4. 
do. do. in Kiangsu ... Nov. 14, 15. 


Japanese in Formosa ..........c0s00 csscceeecssceesseees Dec. 5. 


Corea, Liv-cHIU, anD ANAM. 


Corean embassy robbed on journey .................. Sept. 5. 
do. frontier, quarterly’patrol ..................0.. Sept. 19. 
Shipwrecked Coreans landed at Chefoo ............ Sept. 30. 
Liu-chiuan junk arrived at Foochow ............... April 28, 
Shipwrecked natives at_Foochow ..................0. July 11. 
do. do. in Chehkiang ...........00. Oct. 24. 
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Departure of tribute bearers from Foochow ...... Dec. 15. 
Anamese frontier affairs in Yiinnan.................. July 20. 
do. envoy arrived in Hunan .................. July 29. 
do. do. humble address of thanks......... Sept. 10. 
French agent with cargo of arma in Tonquin...... Dec. 21 
Burman. 
Mandelay, funds in hands of Chinese traders ... Mar. 15. 
Burmese agent sent to Yiinnan...........ccscseceseees Mar. 15. 
Frontier affairs at Yung-ch’ang Fu ..............06- July 20. 
Communications exchanged with the King 
respecting tribute...........cccccsessesceseeeee Dec. 24. 
TiBeT aND NEPAL. 
Embezzlement of funds by commissary ............ July 10, 23. 
Loss of official records to be supplied ............... July 29. 
Missing copy of Nepal regulations, &c............. ‘Aug. 8, 
Ch’éng-ki succeeds to post of Resident ............ Aug. 8. 
do. ecoase OF .......cccsesesscnecereeeeeceecreees Oct, 13. 
Lamaist dignitary departs for K’urun............... July 23. 
do. CSCOFt FOF ......cccccsecereeeeeseeeee Aug. 8. 


Sunearia (Iu1) anD KasuaaRia. 


Hami, rewards for bravery displayed at....... coe Jan. 6. 
do. arrival of Ming-ch’un’s force............ seooee May 3, 
do. sub-prefect appointed......... wesiResivess we. Aug. 10. 
do. Wén-lin resumes duty at.. decade Oct. 1. 
Urumtsi, capture of in 1864, gallant, detengs:;. secre Aug. 24, 
do. do. do. a... Sept. 2. 
Manas, engagemont Mear .....cecccsccscccsesessses . April 2. 
Ku-ch’éng, statement respecting .......sccssseee « Nov. 11. 
Tarbagatai, affairs at ..ssse.ssccressessceeccseveesreseene NOPE. 25, 
Tli supplies for, cigbeslemane we eseeees secseeseeseeee Sept. 27, 
Tli military Governor, Yung-ts’iian.........s000. oe =Aug. 22. 
li do. do. tsesesessceeeseeee Sept. 25. 
Uliasutai commission of enquiry.........0e..cseeee0 Mar. 9. 
do. Military Governor appointed............ June 4, 
do. do. sick leave............ Aug. 13. 
do. do. goes to his post... Oct. 19. 
Campaign against Kashgaria. Army to move 
beyond Wall .........seeceees toceeee May 3. 
do. against Kashgaria. Cavalry force.... May 14. 
do. do. operations contemplated. Aug. 11. 
do. do. arrival of horses...... «» Aug. 27. 
do. do. King-lien appointed to 
Command  .........ceceee Aug. 23. 
do. do. commissariat head- 
QUATEOTS .......ccceeeeeeee Oct. 5. 
do. do. General Kin-shun ......... Nov. 16. 
do. do. sheepskins for troops... Nov. 16. 
do: do. King-lien’sstateof health Nov. 18. 


Google 


xv 


SreaM-VESSELS, ScHOOL oF LANGUAGES, ETC. 


Commander of An-lan gunvessel promoted...... April 16. 
Capture of pirate junk by gunboat Mei-yiin...... July 3. 
do. do. do. Fei-ytin...... Oct. 20. 
Chinese Merchants’ Steam Navigation Company. Jan. 21. 
do. do do. -. June 20. 
Rewards to native preceptora in School of Lan- 
BUALOH......soscerccncevesrcrerssecseseees ceeseees June 2. 


VI.—PROVINCIAL AND COLONIAL AFFAIRS. 





Mancuvria. 
Commandantship of Ninguta..............s0ccecceeeees Aug. 21. 
Officials at Kin Chow cashiered............cccescsceeee Sept. 1. 
Autumn hunt postponed..........ccccseceeceeeceeeeeeeee Sept. 5. 
Banditti near Corean frontier .............sssseeeeeee Sept. 8. 
do. Hing-King ...ccccccsescsesssceeceeeees Oct. 7. 
Judicial cases im arrear ..........cccccscsseeeeesceeeeees Oct. 21. 
Newchwang—see European Affairs. 
Moncotia. 
Decease of a Prince of the Kalkas ..............065 Aug. 8. 
Chiptsundampa Hut'ukht’u proceeds from Tibet. July 23. 
do. do. do. Aug. 8. 
do. do, arrival of, at Sining. Oct. 15. 
do. do. do. expected...... Nov. 15. 
THe Provinces. 
Chihli. Right of summary execution............... Aug. 28. 
Shensi. Governor asks leave to retire ............ June 23. 
do. do. TESUMES OfFCO........eccee ees eeees Sept. 4. 
do. Panegyric on former governor, Liu 
JUNG rcceccccsccecceseeceeceeceecseeeeeeeres Nov. 13. 
Shantung. Governor, Ting Pao-chéng, returns 
from leave .....cccesceeseeceecereeseseeenee Dec. 13. 
Shansi. Fortified posts throughout province ... April 2. 
do. Governor asks leave to retire ............ June 17. 
do. do. again GO, eeveeeeeeeee Sept. 18. 
do. do. resumes office Oct. 30. 
Kansuh. State of education ..........cccceeeeereee Mar. 13. 
do. Poppy and Cotton cultivation............ June 19, 
“do. Importance of post at Ning-hia......... Aug. 11. 
do. New nomenclature of district ............ Aug. 15. 
Nganhwei. Right of summary execution ......... July 12. 
Kiangsi. Governor’s reply to Censor’s attack ... Feb. 8. 
-do. do. censured by Pien Pao-ts’iian Feb. 12, Mar. 2. 
do. do. ° countercharge against Cen- 
BOL oececceceeccseceeceecenesee Mar. I. 
do. do. and Censor both punished.. Mar. 6. 
do. do. do. judgment of 
Board wicceecscesessesseneenee Mar. 14. 
do. do. Rescript to memorial from. June 1. 
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Kiangsi. Irregularities in tax-levy denounced ... 


do. Censor Chang Kwang-chun ............... 
do. Governor’s rejoinder to attack............ 
do. Attempt at rebellion .............00000000. 
Kiangsu. Commander of Yangtsze naval forces 
do. Governor placed in retirement ......... 
Chehkiang and Fuhkien. Right of summary 
execution ......... 
do. do. Re-establishment of 
courier-posts ...... 
do. do. Governor of Fuhkien 
asks leave to retire 
do. do. Gov. of Fuhkien re- 
turns to post ...... 
Kwangtung and Kwangsi. Honours for the slain 
in Kwangsi ...... 
do. do. Departure of Ana- 
mese Envoy ...... 

do. do. Governor-General 
asks for congé...... 
do. do. Gov.-Gen., decease of 
do. do. Governor of Kwangsi 
fined ...... aseensues 
do. do. Typhoon on coast ... 
Hu Kwang and Szech’wan. Aborigines ask natu- 
ralization ......... 
do. do. Right of summary 
execution ......... 
do. do. Services of Liu Jung 
do. do. Outbreak among ex- 
OFCISES ..4.....scee eee 
do. do. Gov.-General asks for 
CONES ...ecersseeevee 
do. do. College and printing 
oftice established. 
Yiinnan and Kweichow. Gov.-General proceeds 
to Peking ......... 
do. do. Salt wells es 
do. do. Assassination of a Pre- 
fect .....sccesccseeece 
do. do. Appointments ......... 
do. do. Rebel leader Ma Yung 
in 1863 .......0004. 
do. do. Governor-General had 
BUGIONCE ........0008 
do. do. Weeding of Civil ser- 
Vice ....... eoscsessees 
do. do, New supply of records 
for Ta-li Fu ...... 
do. do, Regular militar forces 
do, do. Financial agency at 
Ch’un-k’ing ...... 
do. do. Cashiering of officials.. 
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June 15. 
June 15. 
June 16. 
Dec. 18. 
Sept. 4. 
Nov. 1. 
Sept. 3. 
Sept. 11. 
June 17. 
Sept. 3, 4. 
July 27. 
Sept. 10. 


Sept. 24. 
Oct. 17. 


Oct. 19. 
Nov. 19, 30. 


April 25. 


June 17. 
Aug. 1. 


Oct. 2. 
Oct. 22. 
Oct. 31. 


Feb. 9. 
Feb. 12, June 13. 


Mar. 29, April 26. 
April 28, May 9. 


April 28. 
June 16. 
June 21, 


June 21. 
June 21. 


Aug. 3. 
Sept. 6. 


xvii 


Yiinnan and Kweichow. General Ma Ju-lung 
arrived at Peking... Oct. 25. 


do. do. Weeding of Civil Ser- 
VICO weeceeseeees coossseee Sept. 18, Oct. 13. 
do. do. Pacification complete 
in Kweichow......... May 5. 
do. do. Funds contributed to 
Kweichow ..........:. May 17. 
do. do. General - in - chief re- 


instated in Kwei- 

CHOW ..eecceecerssereee May 24, 
do. do. Ting Pao-chéng arrived 

in Kweichow......... Sept. 4. 
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ABSTRACT OF PEKING GAZETTES. 
18'74. 








Jan. 1st.—(1) Edict. Appointing Kwei- 
chin to be Shih-lang in the Board of Works 
at Moukden, vice Eching detained on ser- 
vice at Peking. 


(2) A Memorial from Le Hung-chang 
upon the necessary repairs to the river 
canals in Chihli, so as to prevent inunda- 
tions. A memorial on the same subject 
had been presented by Sungnien, a member 
of the Nei-ko, and was referred to Le for 
his opinion. He remarks that these rivers 
are by nature liable to fill up from accre- 
tions of mud and sand, and have been 
always an expense to the Government. 
In the reigns of Yung-cheng and Kien-lung 
several hundreds of thousands of Taels 
were spent upon them, and the works ex- 
tended over ten years. Of late the require- 
ments of the Government for military 
purposes have left nothing to be expended 
on such works, and now they are in a 
lamentable state. Even in ordinary years, 
to say nothing of such exceptionally 
rainy years as have happened lately, they 
are liable to overflow. As regards repairs, 
it would no doubt be best to undertake 
the work as a whole and get done with it, 
but the expense puts this out of the ques- 
tion, and therefore he proposes for next 
year only two portions of work--one to 
deepen the branch of the Tientsin river 
which flows into the sea at Pei-tang, and 
so provide an extra means of draining off 
the water; and the other to embank the 
Ta Tsing river at certain pleces—the two 
together estimated to cost Tls. 290,600. 
He then states how this sum is to be 
raised, &c.—Rescript: Noted. 


(3) From the same. He has investiga- 
ted the case of two officers who had sub- 
scribed—one Tls. 10,000 and the other 
Tls. 8,000 for the relief of sufferers in 
Chihli, and who had consequently been 
recommended for promotion, which had 
been refused by the Board as contrary to 
Regulation ; and he finds the promotion 
recummended was not irregular. He 
therefore prays it may be carried out.— 
Rescript: Let the Board consider and 
report. 
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(4) From the same, reporting further 
contributions for the same purpose—the 
Salt Commissioner Ch‘en-fu Ts. 2,000, 
the Tientsin Taoutai Tls. 7,000; and asking 
for higher buttons for each.—Rescript ; 
Let the Board consider and report. 

Jan, 2nd.—(1) Appointing Tsung-chi 
(father of the present Empress) a Shih- 
lang in the Moukden Board of Revenve. 

(2) Appoints Téh-chun Superintendent 
of Manchu Records in the Kwo-shih-kwan 
or National Record Office. 

(3) Appoints Yeh-chu a Fu-ta-hing in the 
Yellow Banner. 

(4) Memorial from the Censor Woo-ko- 
tuh, for the substance of which see Edict 
(2) of Dec. 25. 

(5) From the Governor of Shantung 
Ting Pao-Chen, reporting that the office 
of Criminal Judge being vacant through 
the decease of the incumbent, he has 
directed the Superintendent of the Salt 
Gabelle for the present tv undertake the 
duties in addition to his own, till a per- 
manent officer has been selected. —Rescript: 
Noted. 

‘Jan. 3rd.—(1), (2) and (4) Memorials 
from Ch‘ang-shun Tartar-General of Ulia- 
sutai, reporting the dispersion of a band of 


banditti known as Ale] BE. He .had dis- 


patched three Generals in different direc- 
tions to stop their inroads, and one of them 
named Ohélinga had met with the 
main body of rebels, and after a sharp 
fight succeeded in putting them utterly to 
flight and pursuing them till the scattered 
remnants took refuge in the mountain 
fastnesses. A quantity of arms including 
foreign rifles were captured, and 190 Mon- 
golians men, women and children, whom 
the rebels were carrying away were re- 
leased. From the depositions of those that 
were captured, it appeared that the band 
was affiliated with the Mohammedan rebels 
of Shensi, and had beer at the siege of 
Hami. After being defeated there they 
had been forced beyond the pass, and were 
driven by want to take to marauding for 
a livelihood. Thirty rebels were made 
prisoners, and of these 28 were put to death | 
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“in cold’ blood vh“the spot, is a rescye was 
feared ; and the other two were sent to 
head quarters and there executed after 
examination.—For the Edict. See Gazette 
of Dec. 25. 

(3) Tsao Hén-chi, the new Acting Cri- 
minal Judge of Shantung, returns thanks 
for the favour thus conferred upon him.— 
Rescript : Noted. 

Jan. 4th.—(1) An appeal from the Cen- 
sorate. This is a long and rather intricate 
story, describing a sort of-class warfare that 
has been going on for some time in the 
District of Suh-tsien in Kiangsoo, in which 
the heads on both sides were graduates, 
several officials and clerks being as usual 
mixed up inthe matter. Appellant, whose 
name is Lo Chien-chi, says his father five 
years ago was ordered by the Magistrate to 
arrest certain habitual robbers and receivers 
of the booty; but the attempt had only 
brought down on himself the vengeance of 
these said robbers, 80 of whom attacked his 
dwelling, killing four of the inmates, in- 
cluding his father, wounding others, and 
carrying off one of the girls and all the pigs, 
poultry, &c. The officials had arrested and 
executed five thieves, but the bad blood 
still continued and there had been other 
attacks and more murders, and go on ; and 
though plaintiffs had petitioned in all the 
 paoeny yamens upwards, including the 

iterary Chamellor’s and the High Grain 
Commissioner’s, justice had not been done. 
—The usual Edict appeared in Gazette of 
December 28th. 

(2) Memorial from Téng Ching-ling, an 
under Censor, commenting strongly upon 
the evils of the present system of settling 
appeal cases by referring them to the Head 
Authorities of the provinces in which they 
arise. In most cases the Viceroy or Gov- 
ernor, as the case may be, is so overcrewded 
with work that he cannot personally hear 
the case, and go refers it to some of his sub- 
ordinates ; and the consequence usually is 
the case comes back for hearing before 
the Magistrate or Prefect whose deci- 
sion is appealed against. The appellants 
are then beaten and bullied and forced 
to give evidence as the Court wishes. 
Thus the people lose confidence in the 
rulers, and all sorts of evils follow. 

The immediate occasion of these remarks 
is two appeal cases against the Sub-Pre- 
fect of Tsun-hwa and his subordinates, for 
extortion, false imprisonment, wrongful 
beating, &c. This place is in Chihli, not 
100 miles from the Capital.]—For the 
Edict see Gazette of » which refused to 
make any alteration in the present system. 

Jan. 5th.—(1) Edicts.—The Emperor will 
in person, on the 9th Jan., again proceed to 
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the Temple of Heaven, to pray for snow. 
Several high princes are deputed to pray 
in other Temples. Supplications to the 
same effect were made on 30th and 31st 
Dec., and a certain amount has fallen, but 
not enough-for the requirements of the 
farmers. 

(2) Appoints Wang Shu-jui, an Under 
Censor in the Board of Punishment, to the 
Surveillance Department of the Censorate. 

(3) An appointment in the White Banner 
Corps. 

(4) An Edict in answer to a report by 
the Commandant of Jéh-ho, conferring 
rewards on certain officers who dis- 
tinguished themselves in putting down 
brigandage. 

(5) Gazette of promotions after presen- 
tation. 

(6) Memorial from Governor of Shensi, 
recommending Hsia Yu-hsun to be Sub- 
Prefect of Chien-chow.—Rescript: Let 
the Board consider and report. 

(7) From the Tartar General of Ning- 


‘hsia in Kansuh, reporting, in answer to 


queries from the Board, that Kotuken, a 
Lang-chung in the Colonial Office, who had 


_been detached for special service, is no 


longer required and may return to his 
proper post.—Rescript: Let the Yamén 
take note. 

(8 and 9) From the Governor of Shensi, 
filling up a vacancy and reporting on cer- 
tain officers who have recently joined the 
provincial staff.—Rescript : Let the Board 
take note. 

Jan. 6th.—Edict (1) His Majesty, on the 
representation of Chingleen, the Command- 
ant of Ulumutchi, bestows yellow jackets 
on three Manchu officers, for bravery at 
the siege of Hami. 

(2) The Imperial Travelling Department 
having petitioned for arrears of rent and 
interest on money lent to the Salt Depart- 
ment, now due for some years, Li Hung- 
chang is ordered to stir up the provincial 
Treasurer and Salt Superintendent, and see 
that everything is paid up by the time 
business is resumed after the New-year. 

(3, 4) Memorials from Governor of Che- 
kiang, reporting on two new arrivals after 
their year’s probation; and asking a 
month’s leave of absence for Seu Chih- 
hsiang, the chief examiner, in order to visit 
his family.—Rescript : Granted. 

(5) From the same, reporting the trial 
and conviction of a desperate criminal, in 
Fung-hwa-hsien, who had attempted to 
break out of prison and had killed one of 
the jailors and wounded another anda 
fellow prisoner, in the attempt. He has 
been sentenced to speedy decapitation, a 
confirmation of which is requested. The 
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fellow prisoner who was wounded may 
according to law be allowed to buy himself 
off from the remainder of his sentence.— 
Rescript: Let the Board of Punishment 
consider and report without delay. 

(6, 7) From the. same, reporting on cer- 
tain new members of the provincial staff 
and giving list of the names of several 
Graduates who had assisted the Literary 
Chancellor in the examination of the 
candidates’ essays at this year’s Examina- 
tion for the first degree.—Rescript : 
Noted. : 

Jan. 7th.—Edict (1) Cheng-lti, a former 
Commandant in Ulumutchi, but now de- 
graded, had been accused of the wholesale 
murder of innocent citizens whom he called 
rebels, the confiscation of their property, 
&c.; and the case had been remitted to the 
Grand Council and the Board of Punish- 
ment for investigation, who had presented 
their report. The Censor Woo Ko-tu 
now memorialises for his immediate 
decapitation, (P. Gazette 17th January), 
and His Majesty appoints a further High 
Commission, consisting of the Ministers of 
the Presence, the Grand Secretaries of 
State, the Chiefs of the Six Boards and the 
Nine King, to consider and report both on 
the former report and the present memorial. 

(2) Memorial from Fu-erh-sun, a Fu-t‘u- 
tung at Cha-pu, who had been specially 
commissioned on the occasion of His Ma- 
jesty’s ascension, to repair to the tombs of 
the Rulers of the Hea Dynasty in Shao- 
hsing Foo, and there worship at the grave 
of the Good Emperor Yii. He had reached 
the spot on the 25th of the 9th moon, and, 
selecting a lucky day, he performed the 
proper ceremony prescribed to him, with all 
due reverence.—Rescript : Noted. 

(3) From Wang Ta-ching, the new Crimi- 
nal Judge of Hu-peh, formerly Grain Taotai 
at Nanking, reporting his arrival at his new 
post.—Reascript : Noted. 

(4 & 5) From Viceroy of the two Kiang, 
nominating a magistrate to Nan-hwei, left 
vacant by the transfer of Yeh to Shanghai, 
and asking for 20 days léave of absence for 
a little relaxation on account of ill-health. 
—Rescript : Granted. 

Jan. 8th.—(1) Edict referring an appeal 
case from Moukden to the high authorities 
there, for determination. 

(2) Memorial from Tushinga, the Com- 
mander-in-Chief at Moukden, asking leave 
on behalf of a Captain named ‘Tsinglai to 
retire on account of heart complaint, and 
proposing Tokolunga for the acting vacancy. 
—Rescript: Granted. Let the Board of 
War take note. 

(3) From thesame, reporting, in obedience 
to instructions, on the advisability of 
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relaxing the present prohibition on the 
export of certain kinds of grain from Sheng- 
king (Moukden.) The prohibition was im- 
posed in the 7th moon of the present year, 
on account of the apprehended scarcity 
from bad harvests. A memorial had been 
presented from the Censorate, alleging on 
the one hand that the anticipated scarcity 
had proved to be unfounded, and on the 
other hand that there was a real scarcity in 
Chihli and Shantung provinces, which de- 
pend to a great extent on Shengking for 
supplies, and pointing out that the removal 
of the prohibition would prove beneficial 
both to the sellers and buyers. The sub- 
ject was by decree submitted to the present 
memorialist, who states what measures he 
has taken to ascertain what surplus supplies 
of rice and millet there really are available 
for exportation, and that he will again re- 
port when in possession of the facta,—Re- 
script : Noted. 

Jan. 9th.—(1) A monthly Edict of 
changes in the Civil Service. 

(2) Memorial from the Censorate on the 
appealcase of Li Kwang-hsiang. Appellant 
states that he is anative of Fou-ming-hsien 
in Kiangsoo, that so far back as the 7th 
year of last reign he had been subjected 
to attacks by a band of habitual robbers— 
brothers of the name of Ma, that he had 
repeatedly sought redress at the yamens 
of the Magistrate and Prefect without 
effect, his enemies being in collusion with 
two clerks in the District Office ; that some 
time after he took occasion, when several 
of the gang were arrested for piracy, to 
renew his complaint, but this only brought 
on himself the vengeance of the rest who, 
with inasks on their faces, attacked his 
house by night, seized him, scooped out 
his eyes, and plundered the house of 
everything, He appealed to the higher 
provincial Courts, but though they ordered 
an investigation nothing had ever been 
done. Some of the yamen underlings, 
under pretence of helping his case, had got 
large sums of money from him. In des- 
pair he brought his case to Peking.—Res- 
cript, ordering the usual investigation, 
has already appeared. 

(3) Another appeal case. Plaintiff states 
that he is a native of Téng-féng-hsien 
in Honan. His father, who had held 
the post of sub-prefect in several places, 
during a period of retirement for mourning 
had been induced by one Fan Ti-la to be- 
come bail for the wife and relatives of a 
defaulter named Ch‘ang Lien-yuen. The 
bail had been forfeited and his father had 
to pay, and his attempt to recover against 
Fan Ti-la had caused much strife, Another 
party named Wén Pao-an, who had had a 


\ 
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quarrel with his father, now made common 
cause with Fan Ti-la, These two, calling 
to their aid several ruffians, fell upon his 
father and inflicted such wounds that he 
died. At the inquest which followed, the 
parties so managed to throw dust in the 
Magistrate’s eyes that the chief criminal, 
Wén-Pao-an, was not even summoned for 
examination. Fan Ti-la unreservedly ad- 
mitted his share in the murder, but before 
the case went to a higher Court, where he 
might have given evidence against Wén 
Pao-an, he was made away with. . Plaintiff 
had carried his case to the other provincial 
courts without success.— Rescript ordering 
the usual investigation has already ap- 
peared, 

(4) The Governor of Honan reports 
according to regulation upon a newly ar- 
rived officer of the rank of Prefect. 

An enclosure states that he has directed 
certain magistrates who had recently been 
assisting at the examinations for the 2nd 
degree, to return to their proper posts.— 
Resoript : Noted. 

Jan. 10th.—(1) Edict granting the Su- 
perintendent of the Salt Gabelle in Kwang- 
tung leave to retire on account of ill-health. 

(2) Memorial from the Gov. of Kweichow, 
nominating Wang Cheng-hai to the post of 
independent sub-Prefect of Pu-an.—Re- 
script; Let the Board consider and report. 

(3) Memorial from Chiao Sung-nien, 
High Commissioner for the Grand Canal, 
sending according to instructions a biennial 
list of officers under his orders who have 
distinguished themselves in assisting the 

assage of the rice boats from Northern 

iangsoo. This year they had had unusual 
difficulties from head wind and want of 
water, in some places they had to work 
night and day in clearing out the accumu- 
lated mud and tracking the boats, but 
fortunately all got through without any 
accident. —Rescript : Let the List be sent 
to the Board of Civil Office to consider and 
report. 

(4) Memorial from the Gov. of Kweichow, 
nominating Ch‘ang-yuen to be acting sub- 
Prefect of Tu-chiang. (He being still 
merely on probation cannot be permanently 
appointed.) The former nominee had been 
refused by the Board as disqualified by 
Regulation.—Rescript: Let the Board of 
Office consider and report. 

Jan. 11th.—(1) An edict directing the 
proper Board to settle asuitable posthumous 
reward and title to be bestowed on Tsén- 
kwei-sze, a T‘itu recently deceased, who 
had served in the army for 40 years, and in 
almost every province, and been honorably 
distinguished in many engagements. This 
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is granted on the memorial of Li Hung- 
chang. 

1(2) Appointing Kwo-ying to be Salt 
Superintendent in Kwangtung. 

(4) A long memorial from Ting Pao- 
chen, Governor of Shantung, reporting the 
successful steps he has from time to time 
taken in order to effect the arrest of the 
leaders of several bands of affiliated robbers 
who have for a long time infested the 
border districts between Shantung and 
Honan. This state of things, he says, is 
owing partly to the turbulent character 
of the people and partly to the disasters 
from the floods of the Yellow river. For 
a long time these bands, numbering several 
hundreds each, had defied the Government 
troops by their great rapidity of movement 
and the facility with which they escaped 
from the one province into the other; but by 
acting in conjunction with the authorities 
of the neighbouring provinces, the bands 
have been one after the other attacked and 
dispersed, and the leaders arrested. Their 
depositions, taken before execution, are 
given, from which it appeafs they had 
formerly belonged to the Nienfei. One of 
them named Ch‘ang Lin-sheng is described 
as of great personal strength and ability, 
80 as to make him a match for several tens 
of men. A List is appended of officers who 
distinguished themselves, and rewards 
asked for.—Rescript: Let the List be 
sent to the Board to consider and report, 

Jan. 12th.—This Gazette is entirely filled 
with a memorial from Ting Pao-ch’en, Go- 


: vernor of Shantung, reporting the result of 


an investigation into the suicide of a priso- 
ner in the district prison of Po-ping. ‘lhe 
magistrate, whose name is Li-kwo-jui, had 
forwarded two very different accounts of 
the facts of the case and the charge against 
the prisoner ; and the death being other- 
wise attended with suspicious circum- 
stances, the magistrate was deprived of 
rank for the purposes of a trial, anda 
thorough examination held before the 
Governor himself. The prisoner, who was 
charged with the murder of a woman 
named Li, had confessed in his first ex- 
amination that he had gone to her house 
in the evening, at a time when he knew she 
was alone, thinking to persuade her to sub- 
mit to his passion, but that as she called 
ont loudly for help he had killed her to 
save himself from detection. Upon being 
again examined he denied this entirely, 
and stated that, being a distant relation of 
the woman, he had found her and another 
man named Chang San committing adultery, 
and had killed her in a moment of virtu- 
ous indignation. There being no eye-wit- 
nesses, it was impossible to tell which story 
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was true. The magistrate at this juncture 
had been obliged to go away on business, 
and the prisoner became very ill. He was 
consequently removed by the warden of 
the prison to the outer wards, where, taking 
advantage of a moment of liberty, he cut 
his breast open witha piece of an old 
brass gong anddied. The present inquiry 
has shown the prisoner’s first confession to 
be correct. No blame can be attached to the 
magistrate, except for negligence, so that 
his rank may be restored to him, with the 
usual disciplinary penalties imposed ; but 
the wardens of the jail must be punished 
according to law. The memorualist also 
prays that H. M. will be pleased to bestow 
some mark of favour in commemoration of 
the virtue of the woman Li.—Rescript-: 
- Granted as prayed for. 

Jan. 13th.—(1) A Monthly Edict of pro- 
motions and appointments in the Civil 
Service. 


(2) Memorial from Li Han-chang, Viceroy - 


of Hu-kwang, and Kwo Pai-yin, Governor 
of Hu-pei, nominating Lii Hsien-jui for the 
post of Prefect of Suy-jow. He had been 
already proposed and refused by the Board 
on the ground of his not having been pre- 
sented at Court, but the memorialists urge 
the appointment notwithstanding, as he is 
the best man they can get.—Rescript : Let 
the Board consider and report. 

(3) The Governor of Shansi memorialises, 
asking that the usual penalties may be 
imposed on the mayistrates of Hsin-suy 
and Chi-hsien, for their carelessness in the 
selection of constables, who allowed a pri- 
soner, under sentence of death by strangu- 
lation for the murder of his wife, to escape 
while being esgorted to the provincial 
capital. The cart had got stuck in the 
mud, and they all alighted, and while some 
of the constables were doing one thing and 
some another, the prisoner managed to slip 
away and had not since been caught.— 
Rescript: Let the Board fix the proper 
penalties, 

(4) From the Viceroy of Hu-kwang, no- 
minating Hsie-chia-lan for the post of 
magistrate of Chien-li.—Rescript : Let the 
Board consider and report. 

Jan. 14th.—(1) Edict. A sufficient quan- 
tity of snow not yet having fallen, the Km- 
peror will again, on the 16th of January, 
offer up prayers in the Ta Kaou-tien. Four 
Princes of the Blood—Uncles of the Em- 
peror—are directed to pray for snow, at the 
same time, in other specified places. 

(2) A monthly Gazette of movements 
among the Provincial Examiners and Offi- 
cers of Instruction. 

(3 & 4) Supplementary memorials from 
‘Tsung-shih, Commandant of Jeh-ho, report+ 
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ing again upon the meritorious services of 
Tsen Pén-tseh in putting down brigandage; 
and asking that a former step of promotion 
which he had asked for Kao Sze-luny, as a 
reward for his Geormantic services in the 
construction of new Imperial Tombs, may 
be altered to a fourth button rank. He 
had been reported from two different 
quarters for the same promotion. — Reseript: 
Granted. 

(5) From the same, reporting that he has 
handed over charge to Juileen, the newly- 
appointed Commandant, and will presently 
return to Peking. ~ F 

(6) From the same, reporting the capture 
and execution of a notorious brigand 
named Chuang-lo-san. After his band was 
dispersed he managed to escape justice for 
a long time, but by the use of hired spies 
he was tracked out and seized. After exe- 
cution, his head was paraded about the 
scenes of his crimes. A List is appended 
of officers who have distinguished them- 
selves in connection with this affair, and 
the usual promotions asked for.—Rescript 
has already appeared. 

(7) Memorial from the Governor of 
Shansi, stating that he has effected an ex- 
change between the sub-prefects of Tai- 
yuen-foo and Ché-chow, At the former 
place there used to be a mint for coining 
copper cash, which has been in disuse for 
some years but is now to be reopened, and 
the sub-prefect under whose charge it is, 
though otherwise an able officer, was igno- 
rant of such duties.—Rescript: Noted. 

Jan. 15th.—(1) Edict containing appoint- 
ments to various posts after presentation 
at Court. 

(2) The case of General Ch‘eng-lu. In 
Gazette of Jan. 7th, an Edict appeared re- 
ferring the case to a new Court of Inquire 
consisting of nearly all the Chiefs in the 
Capital. The first Court was composed of 
the members of the Grand Council and 
Chiefs of the Board of Punishment, and 
they reported [vide No. 5 in to-day’s 
Gazette] that there was no statute to 
meet the particular case, but by an- 
alogy the penalty should be instant de- 
capitation ; but as Ch‘eng-lu had acted on 
the information of others, they left it to 
His Majesty to say whether the decapita- 
tion should not be postponed for the pre- 
sent... Thereupon the Censor Wu-ko-too. 
memorialised for his instant decapitation, 
and the case was referred, as we said, to the 
New Court, Their Report is the occasion 
of the present Edict, and they agree with 
the Grand Council. The sentence then 
seems to be, guilty but recommended to 
mercy. His Majesty accordingly orders 
that he be detained in prison till His fur- 


[ 6 ] 


ther pleasure. (Under this he may be 
executed at any of the ordinary autumn 
executions, or kept in prison indefinitely.) 
The Censor Wu-ko-too is degraded three 
steps, and removed from the Censorate, for 
having endeavoured to obtrude his private 
views on the Government. 

(3) Terhchinga is promoted to a Ist 
button rank and to be commander in Tur- 
pahatai. 

(4) A proposal of the Governor of Shan- 
tung to embank certain portions of. the 
Yellow River is referred to the Board of 
Revenue. 

(5) Memorial from Prince Kung and the 
Members of the Grand Council. This is 
the Report alluded to above, in the case of 
Ch’eng-lu. It occupies this and the follow- 
ing Gazette. They begin by giving the 
examination of Ch‘eng-lu himself, from 
which it appears that his defence is that he 
acted upon the information of the Hsien 
and Taotai of the district, and believed 
that the inhabitants of Kao-tai had really 
raised the standard of revolt. The diffi- 
culty began while the Mahomedan rebellion 
was raging, and many districts were sus- 
pected of being disaffected. He was left 
without supplies, and requisitioned the 
district of Kaotai for the support of his 
army. They refused, and resisted his offi- 
cers, and it was alleged that an encounter 
had taken place, and two of his soldiers 
been shot. The civil authorities reported 
their inability to keep order, appeals for 
aid came from several quarters against the 
so-called insurgents, and thereupon he des- 
‘ patched the detachments who comunit- 
ted the atrocities charged against him. 
He was then categorically examined as 
to the specific charges made against him 
by Wu Ko-too, most of which are denied. 
The Council then discuss the evidence on 
the other side, and remark that the ques- 
tion hinges simply upon whether the peéo- 
ple of Kao-tai really meant to revolt or 
were merely resisting a requisition, and 
they think there is not sufficient evidence 
of the former. Unfortunately both the 
Taotai and Hsien, on whose reports 
Ch‘eng-lu said he acted, are dead, 
and the reports themselves are not 
forthcoming ; but at any rate Ch‘eng- 
lu is guilty in not having taken care 
to inform himself more correctly of the 
facts before resorting to such extreme 
measures. By the laws of China, whoever 
falsely alleges against others that they have 
turned rebels, and thereby causes their 
death, is liable to instant execution ; and by 
analogy they think the punishment here 
should be the same, but they submit to His 
Majesty whether under the circumstances 
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there may not be some mitigation.—For 
the Edict see Januuay 7th. 
-January 16th.—(1 and 2). Edicts re- 
ferring two appeal cases to the respective 
Provincial Authorities for determination. 


Jan. 17.—(1.) This Gazette is occupied 
with the memorial of Wu-ko-tu, the Censor, 
which has been referred to already, praying 
for the speedy execution of Ch’eng-lu. 
The memorialist protests that it was purely 
in a public spirit, and for the public inter- 
ests that he made this charge, and without 
any private motive, for he has never seen 
Ch’eng-lu in his life. The cruelties and 
inhumanities practised are enough to bring 
down the vengeance of Heaven ; and if the 
Emperor will thus, after having in person 
assumed the governmest, execute justice, 
it will be a signal token to all the world 
that he means to rule uprightly aud accord- 
ing to the laws. Various cases are then 
quoted, of offenders high in office, to prove 
that whenever they have been executed 
success has attended the armies of the Em- 
pire or other good fortune has followed, 
but if not the reverse has been the case. 
The fact that no snow has yet fallen this 
year is no doubt owing to justice not yet 
having been done, and other calamities are 
sure to follow. Heaven is dissatisfied and 
men are discontented. The Censor cares 
not for his own life, that he is willing to lay 
down at the bidding of the Emperor, but 
his position of Censor requires him to de- 
mand justice, and he cannot rest till that 
is done. 

(2) Memorial from the Imperial Travel- 
ling Department, as to which see Edict of 
6th January. ‘They want funds for the pro- 
posed expedition to the Western Tombs in 
Spring. 

Jan. 18th.—(1) Edict conferring rewards 
and promotions on officers who have dis- 
tinguished themselves in putting down 


the disturbances by the Man-fei (hes BE) 
in Szechuen. A report has been received. 
from the Tartar General and Viceroy, 
stating that these rebels gave a vreat deat 
f trouble last P y 
of tr year ~ about WK BS fy 
Wo-pien-t‘ing, but have now been subdued. 

(2, 3 and 4) Memorials from Liu Yo-chow, 
Viceroy of Kweichow and Yunnan, report- 
ing that a Ti-tu under his orders has been 
allowed to go to Peking to be presented at 
Court. He ought te have gone on the 
occasion of his promotion, but could not 
then be spared, Po-tsang has been ap- 
pointed acting during his absence, 

Two enclosures report acting appoint- 
ments, the one for a Ti-tu, who has got 
leave of absence on account of ill-health, 
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the other for a Tsung-ping retired in 
mourning. 

(5 and 6) Two enclosures from Ying Han, 
Governor of Anhwei, reporting on a new 
arrival after his year’s probation, and ask- 
ing that Fan Yun-p’eng, Prefect of Teng 
Yang, who has been specially reported for 
merit, and therefore ought to go to Peking, 
may be allowed to stay a few months longer 
to finish certain work.—Rescript : Granted. 

(7) Ch’ang-shun, Commandant of Ulia- 
sutai, reports that two officers on their 
way to Peking were stopped by rebels, and 
hopes that if they have exceeded their time 
on the way it-will be overlooked. 

(8) Memorial from Ching-lun, for which 
see Edict (1) of January 6th. 

(9) From Prince Kung, asking that Wén- 
hai, a Chang-ching in the Grand Council, 
may be replaced by Wen-lin from the Board 
of Office, the former being unfit for duty 
from ill-health.— Rescript : Granted. 

Jan. 19th.—(1 and 2) Memorials from 
Liu Yo-chow, Viceroy of Kweichow and 
Yunnan, nominating new Prefect for Shun- 
ning, an important frontier city recently 
recovered from the Mohamedan rebels [it 
is said that Li-ching, well known as the 
proprietor of establishments bearing his 


’. name at Shanghai and Canton, did good 


service at the recapture of this place, by 


: supplying foreign arms &c. J, and the provin- 


cial capital of Yun-nan. A long account 
is given of the antecedents and qualifica- 
tions of each nominee.—Rescript : Let 
the Board of Office consider and report. 
January 20th.—(I) Edict. The Em- 
peror having, at the request of the Dowa- 
ger Empress and the Empress-mother, de- 
cided to visit the Western Tombs during 


* the 2nd month, and there being no suffi- 


cient funds in hand for the purpose, Li 
Hung Chang is directed to cause the Pro- 
vincial Treasurer to pay Tls. 12,000 into the 
Privy Purse. Economy is however recom- 


mended, as after the return a strict account 


will be taken of all expenses. 

(2) Memorial from Li Hung Chang, re- 
porting the result of an investigation into 
the circumstances under which two prison- 
ers under sentence of death had escaped 
from the prison of Ling-show hsien. One 
had been imprisoned for rape followed by 
the suicide of the woman, and the other 
for having kicked a man and caused his 
death, and both were awaiting the autumn 
executions, The Magistrate was away on 


‘; public business, when one night there came 


- ona fearful storm of wind and rain. 
» the inner and outer jailors had retired, and 


Both 


the prisoners assisted one another to wrest 


: off their manacles, and escaped over the 


walls. An alarm was given and they were 
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followed, but in vain, though one had since 
been retaken. The law in such cases, of - 
allowing a prisoner to escape, where no 
bribery or corruption is shown, is a punish- 
ment two degrees less than the prisoner’s, 
that is three years’ banishment in this case, 
which must accordingly be inflicted on the 
warden of the prison; but he will be 
allowed the usual time to effect a recap- 
ture. Milder punishments are inflicted on 
other parties concerned, and the Magistrate 
is to be afterwards dealt with if he fails to 
recapture the prisoners in five months.— 
Rescript: Let the Board take note. 


Jan. 21st.—(1) Memorial from the Vice- 
roy and the Governor of Kiangsoo, report- 
ing upon the rice crop for the last year and 
the amount to be forwarded to Tientsin. 
They complain that vast tracts of land 
laid waste by the Taepings are still uncul- 
tivated, and even in what has again been 
brought under cultivation the people are 
so poor that they are hardly able to pay 
their taxes. Moreover, last year the crops 
in many places suffered from the drought, 
and so the sum total this year will be 
rather less than last year, but more than 
for the 8th year of T’ung-chih. Over 
600,000 piculs will be sent by sea, besides 
what the provincial treasurer may purchase 
in lieu of the contribution of those districts 
that pay in money.—Rescript : Noted. 

(2) Memorial from the Tartar General 
in Shansi, asking that a certain Manchu 
officer, whose period of service has expired, 
may nevertheless be allowed to remain, 
as he is required to interpret for the 
military authorities.—Rescript : Granted. 

(3) From the Viceroy of the Two Kiang, 
reporting various acting appointments con- 
sequent upon the removal of the High 
Grain Commissioner. 

(4) A supplement to (1), stating how the 
Kiangsoo otticials propose to make up the 
pruper complement of rice for Tientsin. 
The China Merchants 8. N. Co. is to be 
authorised to buy 85,000 piculs, about 
4/5ths of the quantity short, and the pur- 
chase money is to be got from the Shanghai 
and Chinkiang Foreign Customs duties ; 
the rest to be procured by other means.— 
Rescript: Let the Board of Revenue take 
note. 

Jan. 22.—(1) Memorial from the Viceroy 
of Yunnan and Kweichow, nominating 
Ch’eng Ting-sheng for the post of sub- 
Prefect of Ch’en Yuen in the sulphurous . 
districts. ‘This is a post of difficulty, the 
greater proportion of the people being 


Ee (BR) barbarians, and not easy to ma- 


nage.—Rescript: Let the Board consider 
and report. 
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(2) Memorial from the Viceroy and Go- 
vernor of Kiangsvo, forwarding a report 
from the Grain Taotai and Provincial 
Treasurer, relative to the new arrangement 
by which the Grain tribute has to be de- 
livered at T‘ung-chow instead of at Tien- 
tsin as formerly. The conveyance of the 
rice up the river to the former place will 
now be in the hands of the provincial 
officials, and they propose to establish new 
offices at both places, to superintend all 
necessary matters. By paying the cargo- 
boats the ordinary fare, instead of merely 
the Government fare as formerly, and by 
a strict system of supervision, they hope to 
put a stop to all peculation. The expense 
will no doubt be something greater, and 
they are at present considering the ways 
and means to meet that.—Resoript : Let 
the Board of Revenue take note. 

(3) From the Governor of Kiangsoo, 
asking that Soo Cheng-fu, a naval Show-pei 
on the Ta-hu lake, may be deprived of rank 
in order to be tried on a charge of conspi- 
ring with others to falsely accuse certain 
loyal subjects of being thieves and rebels. 
—Rescript : Granted as prayed. 

Jan. 23rd.—Edicts (1, 2, 3) Appoint- 
ments in the white Banner Corps and other 
high offices in Peking. 

(4) Referring the appeal case of Li Hsin- 
yu to the High Provincial authorities for 
determination. 

(5) An appeal from Moukden, forwarded 
by the Censorate. The appellant, a Manchu 
petty officer named Ch’ang-yunho, brings 
arather complicated story of his having 
got involved in difficulties through no fault 
of his own. A certain tract of land had 
been given out to him for pasturage, and 
he cultivated besides a certain quantity. 
Two other petty officers had got intoa 
squabble about accounts, one accusing the 
other of squeezing and appropriating to 
himself part of the men’s pay ; and appellant, 
being a friend of one of them, was dragged 
into the controversy and accused of appro- 
priating and breaking up public land for 
his own use. The case had been taken to 
Peking and referred back to the Tartar 
General, and it was clearly proved that all 
the accusations were false. But the charges 
had been renewed, and his brother had 
been seized on a similar charge and thrown 
into prison, where he died. He himself 
had also been imprisoned, and the case had 
been dragging on for four years without a 
final decision ; so he had sent his retainer 
Ch’ang-lin to present his petition at the 
Cenrorate.— Rescript ordering an investiya- 
tion has already appeared. 

(6) From Linshu and Chihho, two shih- 
lang in Moukden, reporting that the re- 
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pairs to certain halla at the Westerri Tombs 
being completed, they had selected a lucky 
day and reverently replaced the Tablets in 
order.—Rescript : Noted. 

Jan, 24th.—An Edict decreeing that 
prayers be again made on 29th January, 
for a fall of snow, by the Emperor in per- 
son and other Princes of the blood royal. 

(2) Shao Tun-yu, Governor of Shansi, 
having petitioned for a mark of Imperial 
favour in respect of a sub-prefect named 
Ch‘ang Chi-kung, who perished during the 
Taiping rebellion along with his whole 
family, it is ordered that the hereditary 
rank of Chi-wei, which formerly belonged 
to his family, be continued in the nearest 
collateral branch of his line. 

(3, 4, 5) Referring three appeal cases, 
from Chihli, Honan, and Hunan respective- 
ly, to the High Provincial Authorities for 
determination. 

(6) Memorial from Prince E-Hwan and 
other Ministers of the Presence. This is 
the last of the Ch‘eng-lu series, and has 
already been noticed in the Edicts on the 
subject (see Gazettes of 15th and 16th Jan.) 
They simply support the decision already 
arrived at by the Grand Oouncil and the 
Board of Punishments. Then follows a 
memorial from the two! members of this 
second Commission, who.refused to sign the 
verdict, explaining that this refusal was not 
because they dissented from the finding 
against Ch‘englu, but because they could 
not consent to the censure against Wu-ko- 
t‘u. His language may have been too 
strong, but on principle every latitude 
should be allowed to Censors, and they are 
satisfied he acted in good faith in the 
public interest. 

Jan 25th.—(1) Memorial from Le Hung- 
chang requesting the Emperor to confer a 
posthumous reward on Tsén Kwei-sze, a 
Te-tu recently deceased, who had served in 
the army for along period. A long ac- 
count is given of his various services, from 
which it appears that the honor is asked 
more as a reward for long and faithful ser- 
vices than fot any particular exploit. He 
entered as acommon soldier, and rose by 
his own efforts through al] the various 
grades, having been often honourably men- 
tioned for bravery, especially against the 
Taepings.—For edict see Gazette of Jan- 
uary 11th. 

(2) From the Viceroy of Canton, Jui-lin, 
reporting that the Salt Superintendent has 
been long sufferi::g from ill-health, and ask- 
ing that he may be allowed to retire and 
that the post be declared vacant. He has 
heen compelled to leave off work aready, 
and the Vicervy has in the meantime de- 
tailed Féng ‘'wan-t‘éng to take charge. (In 


Gazette of 10th-11th January, edicts ap- 
peared granting leave to retire and ap- 
pointing a new Superintendent.) 

(3) Krom the same, returning thanks to 
his Majesty on behalf of Tsen Chao-chung, 
who has recently been promoted to the 
post of Tsung-ping (Major-General) at Chao- 
chow-foo—he being at present in mourning, 
though retained in office for pressing rea- 
sons, cannot memorialise direct.—Rescript : 
Noted. 

Jan. 26th.—(1) Edict ordering Shih- 
chen, a high official who had been reported 
as late in coming to take his turn of duty, 
to give a satisfactory explanation to-mor- 
row. 

(2) Referring the appeal case of Ching 
Chih-mow to Governor of Shantung, for 
determination. 

(3) Along memorial from Li Hung-chang, 
reporting the result of an investigation 
into a complicated case brought forward 
by a man uamed Yang Feng-chai, from 
Shun-i hsien, who appealed to the Censorate 
at Peking, and got a decree directing the 
Board of Punishments to inquire and re- 
port. A great number of persons were in- 
volved from first to last, but the affair 
seems to have arisen from the ousting of 
certain tenants who were unable to pay 
their rent, and re-letting the land to others. 
There was also an alleged dispute about 
boundaries. Yang and his friends, who 
had been ousted, had gone and cut the 
crop at harvest time and carried it off by 
violence, and though they had been sued, 
and ordered to repay its value, they ex- 
pressed their intention of doing the same 
thing the following year. The parties in 
possession prepared to defend their rights, 
and this led to a free fight in which sticks 
and firearms were freely used, resulting in 
one man being killed and several wounded. 
The memorial concludes with apportioning 
blame and punishments to both sides in 
a seemingly very impartial manner.—Re- 
script : Let the Board of Punishments con- 
sider and report. 

Jan. 27th.—Edict promoting Chow Chin- 
mei, a lang chung in the Board of Cere- 
monies, to be an expectant Ching-t‘ang. 

(2) An appeal case forwarded from the 
Censorate. Appellant states she is from 
Hain-yea-hsien in Honan; that her late 
husband Ch‘ang-po-chung having a feud 
with a neighbour named Chang-tung-ming, 
on account of lawsuits, their house was 
broken into at night and her husband 
carried off, no one could tell whither. 
Some time after, his body was found in a 
pond, bound up with hempen ropes and 
with a big stone tied round the loins. 
This stone was afterwards identified as 
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having been taken from the well of one 
Ch‘ang-ma-k‘en. Subsequently it leaked 
out that Ch‘ang Tung-ming had plotted the 
murder, along with others, and an accusa- 
tion was brought against him in the dis- 
trict Court, but by bribery he had managed 
to stop the hearing. A second inquest 
having been ordered by the Prefect, the 
defendant had caused the coffin to be 
thrown into the water, thus scattering the 
bones and preventing the possibility of an 
inquest. The clerks in the Yamen had - 
sent up a false report and nothing had 
been done, and so she sent her brother-in- 
law to lay her plaint at Peking.—Rescript 
has already appeared. 

(3) A memorial from the Granary Dept., 
forwarding a list of the grain escort 
between T‘ung-chow and Peking, who this 
year exerted themselves in transporting 
the grain to the capital, and asking that 
suitable rewards he conferred.—Edict has 
already appeared.—This is followed by 
another to the same effect, respecting the 
officials employed in the Granary office in 
Peking. ° 

(4) An appeal from Honan, forwarded 
by the Censorate. Appellant; named Chiu 
Taung-san, complains that his father and 
two of his wife’s relations, while travelling, 
were attacked by a band of mounted rob- 
bers, headed by one Li Sing-chien, who 
demanded their cash and, being refused, 
wounded and plundered them of all they 
had. Two died at once of the wounds, but 
the third lived long enough to give an ac- 
count of the murders. The Magistrate of 
Yung Chéng had been applied to, but failed 
to effect an arrest, and even when the head 
robber had come back he refused to do 
anything, having been bribed to let the 
matter drop. Appeals to the higher pro- 
vincial authorities had produced no effect, 
and he had brought his case to Peking. 

Jan. 28th.—(1) Edict.—The excuse 
pleaded by Shih-chen in reply to Edict of 
26th Jan., namely, that he had fallen 
from his horse and so was late for office, 
not being sufficient, the proper Board is 
ordered to inflict the customary penalty. . 

(2) An Edict conferring promotions at 
the instance of the Grand Council, on 
officers who have assisted at the compila- . 
tion of certain national Records (probably 
a history of the Taeping Rebellion.) 

(3) Ordering the Board of Office to inflict 
‘disciplinary penalties on Teh-heu for allow- 
ing a State prisoner to escape. The autho- 
rities in Peking are ordered to assist in the 
re-arrest, 

(4) A further requisition on behalf of a 
Department of the Household is made upon 
the Province of Chihli for Tls. 10,000, in 


view of the expenses of the visit to the 
Western Tombs in spring. : 

(5) A memorial having been presented 
from Ching-show, setting out that the 
interest on money lent by the Yuen-ming- 
yuen Banners and the three Household 
Banners, to the Salt Commission at Liang 
Hiwei (in Kiangsoo), has for many years 
been in arrear and is now very much 
wanted, orders are given to the High Salt 
Commissioner and the Governors of Shan- 
tung and Honan to see that the whole ar- 
rears, now amounting to over Tls. 100,000, 
be repaid forthwith. 

(6) A long memorial from Ting-pao-chen, 
Governor of Shantung, respecting proposed 
repairs to the embankments of the Yellow 
River. Surveyors had been sent out after 
the floods had subsided, whose reports were 
now come to hand. Two breaches, one in 
Poochow and the other in Tung-ning-hsien, 
require to be filled up, the materials to be 
supplied by Government and the labour 
by volunteers—cost 300,000 odd Taels. At 
the same place a dyke of some 260 li should 
be built ; the cost would be ovér a million 
Taels. Altogether a million anda half of 
Taels are necessary, of which sum the Board 
of Revenue has furnished 300,000 ; but ways 
and means must be devised for raising the 
balance. As the memorialist is about to 
leave office for a time, he has put the result 
of his investigation on record, for the be- 
nefit of his successor.—Edict, referring the 
matter to the Board of Revenue, has al- 
ready appeared. 

Jan. 29th.—(1) Li Hung-chang having 
reported upon several District Magistrates 
for incapacity or mal-administration of 
public affairs, they are hereby degraded or 
dismissed from office. 

(2) Memorial from Mutuoan, the Tartar 
General at Ning-hsia in Kansuh, asking 
that one of his officers may be dismissed 
from office, for negligence and inattention 
to his duties, and another for desertion. — 
Rescript: Granted as prayed. 

(3) Ho Ting-chien, Literary Chancellor 
of Kwangtung, asks for a month’s leave of 
absence.—Reseript: Granted. 

(4) From In-lin, Viceroy of Canton, stat- 
ing that he has appointed Lon-chen acting 

refect of Kao-chow, the proper incumbent, 
u-k‘un, being retained as acting at Hwei- 
chow-foo.—Rescript : Noted. 

(5) From thesame, reporting for rewards 
certain officers who had been successful in 
putting down a small rebellion on the 
borders of Yunnan, headed by one Suh 
Kwo-han. The affair was partly reported 
before, and the present is an additional list 
for rewards. The affair does not seem to 
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have been of any importance.—Rescript 
grants as prayed. 

Jan. 30th.—(1) Edicts fixing the sacrifi- 
cial ceremonies at the approaching New 
Year. 

(2) Appointing Wen-kwei superintendent 
of Customs at Hwei-an in Kiangsoo. 

3) Appointing Tukarh to be Ts‘an-tsan 
in Uliasutai, and directing him to start for 
his new post at once. 

(4) Memorial from the Viceroy and Tar- 
tar General of Szechuen, reporting the sup- 
pression of a disturbance by a body of 
rebels called Man-fei in u-ping-ting. 
The affair was not of any great importance, 
though it took nearly a year to restore 
order, nor does it appear from what it ori- 
ginated. At first only a few troops were 
sent, and they fell into an ambuscade and 
suffered some loss. Orders.were sent for 
more, and after some fighting the rebels 
were dispersed and order restored. 

For the Edict see Gazette of 18th Jan. 

Jan. 31.—(1) Edict appointing T‘u Tsung- 
yin, at present Griminal Judge to be Pro- 
vincial Treasurer of Hunan, and Tsung Fu 
to be Criminal Judge. 

(2) Directing the proper Board to bestow 
the usual mark of Imperial favour on the 
daughter of a man in Peking named Ho 
En-tsao who, hearing of the death of her 
betrothed, vowed eternal chastity and took 
poison and died. 

(3) Appointing Wu Yuen-ping (at pre- 
sent Provincial Treasurer of Hunan) to be 
Governor of Hupeh. 

(4) It having appeared from the final 
revising of the examination papers of last 
year’s Chii-jen examinations at Peking, that 
the papers of a certain candidate named 
Sen-ching-chun, who had been allowed to 
pass, were in style and composition ramb- 
ling and nonsensical, it is ordered that the 
chief and assistant examiners be degraded 
2 degrees (e.g. from a 2nd to a 4th button), 
and be removed from their posts. (The 
chief examiner is a President of the Board 
of Punishment, and one of the assistants is 
Hu Chin-ya, the Oensor who recently ac- 
cused the Governor of Kiangsi of levying 
illegal tolls). The chiefs of the Board of 
Ceremonies are also reprimanded for not 
having been more severe when they first 
discovered the offence. 

(5) Cheng-lien, the Commandant of Ulu- 
muchi, having reported the dispersion of 
the great body of Mahomedan rebels who 
had marched westward after their defeat 
at Hami to the pass of Kung-chia-lung 
(the rebels seem to have been induced by 
treachery to place themselves in an un- 
guarded position, and so were attaeked and 


mercilessly put to the sword), it is ordered 
that the usual rewards &c. be bestowed on 
the distinguished officers. 

(6) The land in certain portions of 
Chihli is the property of the Imp. House- 
hold or the Eight Banners, and is rented out 
to the farmers for cultivation. This year a 
certain proportion of the rent was remitted 
by edict, owing to the bad harvest, but it is 
alleged that the Land Bailiffs have been 
extorting the full rent and even demand- 
ing the rice given as Government charity. 
If this is true it ought to be severely 
punished, and an inquiry is ordered ac- 
cordingly. 

(7) Permitting the Governor of Hupeh 
to retire on account of ill health. 

(8) Wén Kwei, a Ts‘an-taan in Uliasntai, 
having been reported for misdeeds, is 
ordered to return to Peking and receive 
the reprimand of the Board. 

(9) Memorial from the Literary Chan- 
eellor of Kiangsoo, reporting the expiry of 
his three years term of office. In a post- 
cript he asks a month’s leave of absence. 

(10) For this see Gazette of 20th Jan. 
Edict (1). 

(11) From the Literary Chancellor of 
Shantung, reporting arrival at his post and 
thanking His Majesty for the honor. 

(12) From the new Literary Chancelfor 
of Kiangsoo, to the same effect. 

Feb, 1st.—Edicts containing several ap- 
pointments to the offices left vacant by 
the removals ordered in Edict (4) of yes- 
terday. Chungshih is made a President 
of the Board of Punishments &c. 

(2) Referring an appeal case of , Liu 
ming-hsin to the Provincial Authorities of 
Chihli. 

(3) The same, from the Province of Sze- 
chuen. Appellant, Li-seu. 

(4) Memorial from the High Commis- 
sioner for the Grand Canal, recommending 
that an officer who has been under him on 
probation be elsewhere employed. He 
does not understand river work.—Rescript : 
Let the Board take note. 

(5) Memorial from Yu-shih, who holds a 
special appointment in Hsi-ning in Western 
Kansuh, as controller of Mongols for- 
eigners &c., requesting leave toretire for the 
preven on account of ill-health. He has 

een long in office, but does not wish to 
shirk work if he were well, and will report 
himself for duty again when his health 
is restured.—Rescript only grants two 
months’ leave, * 

Feb. 2.—(1) Edicts making further ap- 
pointments in consequence of the dismissal 
of the examiners decreed in Gazette of 31st 
January. 
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(2) Wang Wen-chao, Governor of Hunan, 
has reported that last summer the 
districts about Yung-shun-foo were flooded, 


and the water snake (BE 7K) appeared 


and caused the waters to flow into the 
town, to the great terror and danger of the 
inhabitants. They had no resource but 
to hasten to the Temple of Kwan-ti, and 
pray for au abatement of the flood.’ The 
prayers were answered and the waters 
sukgided. In return for this, H. M. has 
himself written out a scroll of thanks, which 
the Governor is direeted to hang up in the 
Temple: 

(3) Lin Yung, formerly Governor of Shen- 
si, but degraded for allowing himself to 
be beaten by the rebels, being now dead, it 
is ordered that the degradation be can- 
celled in consideration of his former ser- 
vices. 

(4) Wang Kai-tai’s request to be allowed 
to come to Peking is granted. Li Hung- 
nien to take his duties as Governor of 
Fukien. 

(4) Memorial from Ting Pao-chen, re- 
porting the trial and execution of a cri- 
minal named Tsung-chang, for poisoning his 
father. It appeared that his wife was the 
intended victim, and he mixed up arsenic 
with cakes of which his father, wife and 
sister partook. The two latter recovered, 
but the father died. He has been executed 
according to law with slow torture.—Re- 
script: Let the Board take note. 

(5) Tsang Kin, the Criminal Judge of 
Shantung, reports arrival at his post, after 
having been to Peking and presented at 
Court.—Rescript : Noted. 

Feb. 3rd.—(1) Edict appointing Ching 
Chun to be acting F‘u-hing at Tsaharh. 

(2) Appointing Hénming to be Assistant 
Superintendent of the Imp. Stables. 

(3) Memorial from Wu-t‘ang, Viceroy of 
Szechuen, reporting favourably of a Man- 
chu clerk who has served for six years—the 
normal period—in his Yamen, and asking 
that hé be appointed an expectant Hsien. 
When his relief comes he will be sent to 
Peking.—Rescript: Granted. Let the 
Board of Office take note. 

(4) From the Governor . of Chekiang, 
stating that he has heard of his uncle’s 
death, for which he is entitled to a month’s 
leave of absence. He does not ask for 
this, but merely that he be exempted from 
appearing at any public ceremonies during 
that period. He will perform his other 
duties as usual.—Rescript : Noted. 

(5) From Chang Chih-hing, Literary 
Chancellor of Szechuen, reporting his 
arrival ai his post and returning thanks for 
the appointment. 


In an enclosure, he states that he finds 


there is a son of his father’s cousin serv- 


ing in the province, and wishes to know 
whether the latter is bound to resign. The 
relationship is not within the terms of the 
law on this point, which exteuds only to 
descendants in the direct line or to brothers 
and uncles in the collateral, but he wishes 
the opinion of the Board on the matter.— 
Rescript: Let the Board consider and 


report. 

Feb. 4th.—Edicts. (1) The Governor of 
Honan having reported that the grand- 
mother of the Prefect of T’an shih has 
reached the age of 100 years, the Board of 
Ceremonies is directed to bestow the usual 
mark of Imperial favour. 

(2) Notwithstanding repeated supplica- 
tions, no sufficient amount of snow has 
yet fallen, and the heart of the Emperor 
is greatly moved. He has fixed the 6th 
Feb. as another day on which prayers will 
be made by himself in person in the Ta- 
kaou-tien, and other Princes are directed to 
proceed to other places for the same object. 

(3) An appeal from Honan, forwarded 
through the Censorate. Appellant states 
that his father, having sold an ox and a 
mule to one Tsao-fu-shing, had gone seve- 
ral times to ask for payment ; and one day 
when he had again gone for that purpose 
Tsao-fu-shing got into a passion, called to 
his sons, and they together set upon him 
and beat and wounded him so that he died 
the night after. Complaint was laid, but 
the examining clerk at the inquest was 
bribed and reported the case as one of 
suicide. An appeal to the higher provin- 
cial authorities produced an order for the 
Hsien to go on with the case; and when 
plaintiff, being himself unwell, sent his 
younger brother to conduct the case, he was 
beaten and imprisoned. So he had come 
to Peking to appeal.— Rescript has already 
appeared. 

6) Memorial from the Governor of Che- 
kiang, giving reasons for not having made 
the tour of inspection of the troops this 
year as he was directed. (This.is a review 
ordered every two or three years by the 
Board, in lieu of the traditional circuit of 
inspection by the Emperor in person.) 
Riots, the public examinations, and a mul- 
tiplicity of business have occupied his at- 
tention, and now the dry weather has made 
the canals difficult to traverse, and besides 
the grain junks block up the way so that 
he is obliged to wait till next year. Leave 
to do so is accordingly asked.—Rescript : 
Granted. Let the Board take note. 

(7) Chien Ting-ming, Governor of Honan, 
reports upon the repairs to some of the 
Tombs of the Hau dynasty, which he is 
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undertaking. He has sent the Provincial 
Judge, who is skilled in such matters to 
make a survey and estimate of the cost, 
and when that is before him, he will again 
memorialise.—Rescript : Noted. 

(4) A memorial from Tso Tsung-tang, 
asking 6 months’ leave of absence for an 
officer named Ch‘en-tsé, who:has for a long 
time been general manager of Military 
Affairs. He wishes to revisit his home, to 
look after his family graves, and there is 
no objection on the part of the provincial 
authorities. —Rescript : Granted. 

(5) Memorial from Tsao Hén-yu, Governor 
of Shensi (which was referred to in Kdict 2 
of Jan, 24th) bestowing a hereditary title 
on the next of kin now living of Chang- 
chi-kung. The title of Chi-wei had been 
bestowed soon after the events, on the des- 
ceudants of a brother, but they forfeited 
the rank by treason. But it is urged that, 
to soothe the manes of Chang-chi-kung, who 
died so bravely, the title should be revived 
in the next line. 

Feb. 5th.—Edicts, (1) It having been 
reported that two of the Imperial Mausolea 
known as ‘‘The Happy” and ‘ The Reful- 
gent,” require repairs, the Astronomical 
Board is directed to select a lucky day in 
the 3rd or 4th moon for the commenice- 
ment of the work. 

(2) An appointment in the Censorate, 

(3) Appointing four annual Inspectors 
of the Bight Banners. 

(4) The Chiefs of the Board of Ceremonies 
are ordered to reply to a memorial from an 
under Censor, Kwo Tsung-chii, accusing 
them of irregularities in dealing with the 
examination papers of the candidate, Sen 
Ching-chun (see Gazette of 31st Jan). 

(5) A memorial from the Board of Cere- 
monies, reporting the above case of Sen 
Ching-chun. It seems one of the candi- 
date’s blunders was in treating the term 
Kung-yang (AE), the name of one of 
the sections 6f the Spring and Autumn 
classic, as two words, and writing a discussion 
on each accordingly (so that he probably 
had one essay on “ Public” and another 
essay on ‘‘a Sheep,” instead of a single 
essay on one of the classics.) Their tirst 
decision was to fine the examiners 9 
months salary each; but the Board of Office 
took the matter up, pointing out that, by 
precedent, a penalty of degradation two 
degrees and removal from office should be 
imposed. Though not quite coinciding 
with the view of the Board of Office, they 
beg to refer the case to His Majesty,— 
Rescript appeared 31st Jan. 

(6) An appeal case from Honan, in which 
appellant, named Ting-yung, complains that 


on account of an old feud his family was 

attacked by aclan of Wangs, who killed his 

father and disabled his brother for life, 

By bribery and false reports on the other 

side, he could get no redress and so had 

come to Peking.—Rescript has already ap- 
ared. 

Feb. 6th and 7th.—(1). Vartous districts 
in Chihli being in arrears with their pay- 
ment of rice for the sustenance of the Joho 
soldiery, Li Hung-chang is ordered to stir 
them up. 

(2) An appeal case from Hunan. Appel- 
lant, by name Hu Chang-tany, has been for 
seven years serving in the army under a 
relative named Hsie Lau-chieh, who was in 
command of five battalions at Yuen Chow- 
foo. Hsie got leave of absence for six 
months, and during that time appellant 
was left in charge of his commissariat. Of 
some 40,000 Taels that had been received 
for the pay of the troops, Hsie had bor- 
rowed 10,000, leaving appellant to find 
means to make up the deficiency, and on 
his return they had squared accounts and 
-all books and papers were handed over. 
Appellant’s salary of 1,000 Taels was not 
paid, but Hsie promised to pay it when 
he went to the capital. He had not done 
so, however ; but on the contrary brought 
an action against him for having appro- 
priated Tls. 1,600. Appellant objects to 
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Feb, 8th and 9th.—(1) Liu K‘uen-i, Gov, 
of Kiangsoo, having in obedience to Edict 
(1) of 11th Dec. replied to the charges of 
Hu Chia-yu the Censor, His Majesty finds 
that it is true that Hu Chia-yu and his 
nephews have not paid their taxes for a 
number of years; that they are not en- 
titled to exemption ; and that the corres- 
pondence regarding the new taxation Rules 
was commenced by the Censor himself, all 
of which is wrong. As he has already been 


, degraded and removed from office (on ac- 


going before the magistrate because he is ' 


@ great friend of Hsie’s, and so he would 
be sure to give the case against him ; there- 
fore, he had come to have his case inves- 
tigated by the higher authorities.—Ke- 
script has already appeared. 

(3) An appeal from Chibli by a woman 
named Wang. She stares that her father 
and mother had adopted a son to continue 
the family, but this youth turned out a 
wicked villain, and one night he rose and 
attacked the father and mother and knocked 
their brains out. ‘heir cries for assistance 
were unheeded, and the murderer escaped 
without leaving any trace behind. The 
Haien delayed in giving orders, and now 3 
+ ake are past and he is not caught yet. 

espairing of redress she has come to 
Peking.—Rescript already appeared. 

(4) Memorial from the Governor of Kwei- 
chow appointing Ho Shun-hwei assistant 
Foo-tseang at Ping-yueh, vice Tseny-ming- 
hsing, retired in mourning, and other ap- 
pointments.—Rescript : Noted. 

(5) From the Governor of Kiangsi, re- 
porting on certain officers who have com- 
pleted three years’ probation, and reporting 
that he has placed Hwang-fang, an ex- 
pectant Taoutai, in charge of certain super- 
zomerney guards in the capital.—Rescript : 
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count of his conduct as examiner at the 


last Chu-jen examinations (see Gazette of 


31st Jan.), it is ordered that he be handed 
over tothe proper Board, for a disciplinary 
reprimand. 

(2) Upon a memorial from Tso Tsung- 
t‘ang, a number of rewards ahd promotions 
are given to Civil Officers serving in the 
Kansuh Army. A higher degree of.the 
rank of Tu-wei is conferred on the des- 
cendants of one Liu Sung-san, who was 
killed while serving in the same province. 

(3) The department of the Board of War 
for the supply of horses having lent money 
to cultivators in Chihli, interest on which is 
now in arrear to the amount of Tis. 18.0U0, 
the various district magistrates are ordered 
to see that the amount is‘pail up at-once, 

(4) The Viceroy of Kweichow and Yun- 
nan being on the point of repairing tuo the 
Capital to have Audience, reports having 
handed over his seals of office to the Go- 
vernor of Yunnan.—The latter adds an 
enclosure to the effect that he has, in 
obedience to instructions, inquired into the 
case of Tseang-wei-yung, a Sub-prefect, 
who died more than 12 years ago fighting 
on behalf of his country, and finds it to 
be worthy of his Majesty’s notice as had 
been reported to him —Rescript: Let the 
Board of Ceremonies consider and report, 

(5) An appeal from Chi-yang-hsien in 
Shantung. Appellant states that his bro- 
ther Tsiang T'ze-féng had two coolies, one of 
whom, Fu Kwei-tze, had been detected in a 
theft by his fellow Tung Lien-ching, and 
thereby conceived a hatred against him, 
resulting in Fu Kwei-tze falling upon him 
ene night when he was asleep, gagging him, 
tying him hand and foot, carrying him out- 
side the village, and throwing him into a 
well, Next morning Tung Lien-ching was 
nowhere to be found, but at night his body 
was discovered floating in the well. At 
the inquest Fu Kwei-tze’s father had by 
bribery been able to trump up a story that 
appellant’s brother’s wife, having been guilty 
of adultery with one Tsiang and others, 
had been discovered by the deceased, and 
so suggested that. they were the guilty 
parties. His brother’s wife and the others 


have beon imprisoned, but the real mur- 
derer had not yet been arrested. He has 
also been informed by letter that his mo- 
ther had since been arrested, and died in 
prison, and from the greenish appearance of 
the body there was no doubt that she had 
been poisoned.—Rescript has already ap- 
peared. 

(6) Woo T’ang, Viceroy of Szechuen, 
reports the termination uf the Military 
Examinations, 

February 10th and L1th.—(1) Galette of 
changes in the service for the 12th moon. 

(2) A robbery having been committed of 
articles from a Temple at Nan Kan-tze, 
three of the thieves have been arrested, 
and are ordered to be sent to the Board of 
Punishment. ‘The other parties implicated 
must be found without delay, 

(3) Referring three appeal cases to the 
respective high provincial authorities. 

(4) Aun appeal from Chiao-ho-hsien in 
Chihli. Appellant states that his brother, 
Liu Kwei-yuen, havingskinned and dressed, 
for the purpose of being eaten, a plough ox 
which died of disease, a small military 
officer, a Pa Tswng named Seu-Wan-p'ing, 
accused him before the Hsien of having 
killed the animal for that purpose, (it is 
an offence according to Chinese law to kill 
a plough ox), and he was imprisoned. A 
scholar of the place having ventured to 
remonstrate, Seu ordered some of his men 
to beat him, and they beat him to death. 
Then knowing he had done wrong, Seu kills 
one of his own men, and cuts himself in 
several places, and reports that it was the 
people in plaintiff's village who had done 
it; and under pretence of punishing the 
supposed outrage, he attacked the village 
with over 200 armed soldiers and plundered 
it. Plaintiff's son and nephew had been 
arrested, and by excessive torture were 
made to confess that they had killed the 
soldier. Seu “being in league with the 
other authorities, no redress could be got, 
and so he had brought his plaint to Peking. 
—Rescript has already appeared. 

(5) An appeal case from Ta-chu-hsien, in 
Szechuen, where the widow of a graduate 
by purchase, named Li Shih-tsiang, accuses 
a nephew and others of the murder of her 
husband, in the hope of obtaining a sum 
of 600 tuels which would go to the nephew 
as nearest heir, deceased being childless. 
When the case came before the authorities, 
the clerks and wei-yuens were bribed to 
mis-state facts, and a punishment far short 
of what justicedemanded had been imposed. 
She had appealed to the high provincial 
authorities, but they would not examine 
the case in person.—Rescript has already 
appeared. 
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(6) Acting appointments reported by the 
Viceroy of Fukien. 

Feb. 12th and 13th—(1) Pien Pao-chuan, 
an under-censor, having presented a me- 
morial with reference to the recent dispute 
between the Governor of Kiangsi and the 
Censor Hu-chia-yu, asking how it was that 
the Governor did not find out sooner about 
Hu-chia-yu being so much in arrear with 
his land tax, and how he did not object to 
the illicit correspondence till they fell out 
about something else: His Majesty re- 
marks that the Governor is certainly to 
blame for this, and directs the Board to 
impose a disciplinary penalty. 

(2) Edict confirming the punishment im- 

ed on Shih-chen for having been so late 
in taking his turn of duty, (see Edict 28th 
Jan.) viz., that he be removed from the 
list of officers for such, special duty, and 
fined four years’ salary. 

(3) An Edict in continuation of Edict (1) 
of 31st Jan., approving of the,punishment 
imposed by the Board of War on an ex- 
Tartar General, viz., that he be degraded 
one degree, without the right of set off, and 
be fined half a year’s salary for three years. 
The salary is what he draws by virtue of 
his ‘hereditary rank of Kung. The super- 
intendent of the silk manufactory is to be 
degraded two degrees and removed to an- 
other post. 

(4) Memorial from Prince Kung, &c., 
for which see Edict (2) of 28th Jan. In 
another memorial he reports new appoint- 
ments in the office of the Grand Council. 

(5) Memorial from Lungchin, reporting 
Shib-chen (see Edict (2) above.) 

(6) Reply of Shih-chen, see also former 
Edicts of 28th Jan., &c. 

(7) Another memorial from the Grand 
Council asking rewards for certain super- 
numerary translators and copyists, whom 
they have been obliged to employ.—Re- 
script has appeared. 

Feb. 14th and 15th.—(1) The mother of 
Li Hung-tsao, a member of the Grand 
Council and President of the Board of 
Works, having attained the age of 80, 
H. M. has been pleased ‘to bestow a serdll 
written by his own hand in commemoration 
of the event. 

(2) Tuhsinga and Chihho, who have un- 
dertaken the repairs of the Fu-ling, one of 
the Imperial Mausolea, report that the 
Pao-hsia, a small box containing a portion 
of the classics, and some gold and silver 
which ought to have been in the cupola on 
the roof of one of the halls was not there, 
although there was no crack in the brick- 
work, Another is ordered to be made, and. 
the officers Tsao-pao and Hu Chia-yu who 
had the management of the last repairs, and 


reported the box as all right, are ordered to 
explain. (This box is a charm against 
lightning, tempests, &c.} 

(3) A list of Magistrates reported by Li 
Tsung-shih for incapacity, ayd removed 
accordingly. _- 

(4) As the Empress-mother will have 
completed her 40th birthday next year, and 
the approaching New-year being the first 
after ths Emperor has assumed the Govt., 
various honours are bestowed on the 
Princes of the Blood and other high officials, 
on the occasion. 

(5) A List by Pao Yuen-shen, similar to 
No. (3.) 

(6) Memorial from the Gov. of Honan, 
for which see Edict (1) of Feb. 4. 

(7) From the Literary Chancellor of Kan- 
auh, reporting having taken over the seals 
of office. 

(8) The new acting Grain Commissioner 
for Kiangsoo reports having assumed office, 
and the former Commr., Wénkwei, reports 
being about to start to relieve the Go- 
vernor of Shantung, who has a year’s leave 
of absence. 

16th and19th Feb. This Gazette is the 
first issued after the China New-year, and 
contains a longer heading than usual of the 
Court movements for the day, including 
notices of New-year’s presents, &. 

(1) An Edict conferring »#n honorary 
step of promotion on certain officers of the 
Imperial Guards. 

(2) A memorial from the Governor of 
Hunan, for which see Edict (2) of 2nd Feb. 

(3) Memorial from Chen Hung, an under 
Censor in the Board of Works department 
of the Censorate, the substance of which 
was quoted in the corresponding Edict (6) 
of 31st Jan. 

(4) From the Governor of Fohkien, re- 
questing leave to present himself at Peking 
to pay his respects to the Emperor, after 
three years residence at his present post. 
[He states that it is the law to do so after 
the completion of three years].—Rescript : 
Granted. 

(5) The Governor of Hupei requests 
leave to retire on the ground of ill-health. 
—Rescript giving permission has already 
appeared. Y 

(6) Memorial from the Censorate report- 
ing the case of the young lady who 
poisoned herself on hearing of the death 
of her betrothed. (See Edict 2 of Jan. 
31st). 

Pb. 20th and 21st.—(1) Two Magistrates 
in Shansi had been charged by the Cen- 
sorate with corruption and other miscon- 
duct, and the Governor was ordered to 
investigate and report. He has now re- 
ported that as regards oue of them, the 
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Magistrate of I-cheng, the charges were 
false ; all he had done was to buy a small 
piece of ground asa burying-place for his 
mother withoutreporting the fact. [Officials 
are not allowed to buy land within their 
own jurisdiction. Even if for such pur- 
pose asa burying-ground, they must report 
and obtain permission]. As reyards the 
other, the charges were true, but he is dead 
and so nothing need be done. The Emperor 
directs that the former be reprimanded, 
and that his doorkeeper, who had been 
guilty of extortion, be ordered back to his 
native place. 

(2) An appointment as Taotai of a cir- 
cuit in Shantang. 

(3) The Governor of Shantung sends a 
list of candidates for the degree of Chii jen, 
who are over 80 years of aye. [It is cus-: 
tomary to give the degree as a reward to 
such venerable candidates, who have per- 
severed though repeatedly plucked.] , 

(4) From the same, reporting the case of 
a young girl, daughter of Lii En-show, 
whose betrothed died before the marriage, 
and who, persistently refusing all other 
matches, went and devoted herself to’ 
nursing the deceased’s aged father. This 
she did for six years, and when he died she 
reverently prepared the coffin and had him 
conveyed to his proper buryingplace. 
This example of filial piety deserves reward. 
—Rescript decrees the erection of a 
memorial arch. : 

Feb. 22nd and 23rd.—(1) A memorial 
from a junior member of the Censorate, 
objecting to certain parte of the decision 
come to by the Board of Ceremonies re- 
garding the papers of the Candidate Seu- 
ching-chun (see Feb. 5th, Art.4.& 6.) The 
objection is that the errors in the essavs 
were not suftticiently grave to justify the 
Board in striking the candidate off the 
roll of Chii-jén. He quotes precedents to 
show that this by law can only be done if 
the essay contains (: ): subversive or 
revolutionary language, and not for mere 
mistakes. In the latter case the proper 
course was to refuse to allow the candidate 
to compete for the further degree till after 
a certain period.—Rescript, directing the 
Board to reply, has already appeared. 

(2) Hiang-sen-chiai, the Literary Chan- 
cellorof Moukden, reports arrival at his post. 

(3) From the Governor of Kiangsoo, ask~ 
ing a month’s leave on behalf of one of the 
proviucial examiners, 

(4) From Haitze, Warden of the Imperial 
hunting grounds, reporting having in- 
spected the Imperial highway leading to 
Jehho and the various stations along it, 
and found alt in order. 


\ 


Feb. 24th, 25th.—This Gazette is entire- 
ly filled with the annual report (and en- 
closures) from the Governor of Che-kiang, 
regarding the last year’s rice crop, and 
stating what amount is available for re- 
immittance to Tientsin. He complains that 
in the grain producing districts there are 
still large tracts of devastated country not 
yet ayain brought under cultivation. - The 
authorities have endeavoured to induce 
immigration from other provinces, but 
without great success. Moreover, during 
the past year, the crops in many places 
have suffered from drought, and so the 
total amount of grain to be sent this year 
to Peking is only 324,400 piculs. This is 
120,000 piculs less than last year. The 
Prefectures that pay taxes in grain are 
Hangchow, Chia-shing and Hu-chow ; the 
others pay in silver, By way of supple- 
menting the deficit he proposes to buy 
40,000 piculs with money partly raised 
from the provincial Treasury and partly 
from the savings in the hand of the grain 
Taotai. Orders have been given that the 
whole be forwarded to Peking forthwith, 
by sea, vid Shanghai. The prefectures of 
Chia-shing and Hu-chow are bound to 
Supply a certain quantity of white rice (a 
fine quality), and it is requested that, owing 
to the bad season, an abatement may be 
inade on this also.—Rescript: Granted. 

Feb. 26th and 27th.—(!) A memorial 
from the Grand Council, stating that they 
have reappointed Li Sze-ping a supple- 
mentary Chang-ching. 

(2) The Viceroy of Szechuan sends a list 
of candidates for the second degree who 
are over 80 years of age, asking that the 
usual honorary degree may be conferred. 
Tn an enclosure he states having appointed 
an acting Prefect in Ch‘eng-tu, the provin- 
cial capital. 

(3) The Literary Chancellor of Hupei 
reports having arrived at his new pust and 
taken over the seals of office. 


(4 & 5) The Literary Chancellors of Ki- 
angsi and Hunan report to same effect. 

Feb. 28th.—The Censor Téng Ch’éng- 
siu having memorialized requesting that 
the levy of an impost on the gambling lot- 


tery called Wei-sing (Literary 
Examination Surnames), which has hither- 
to been collected by the Government of 
Kwangtung, be henceforward prohibited, a 
Decree is issued to the effect that gambling 
is in itself contrary to law, and at the 
period of the literary examinations it is 
more than ever desirable that it should be 
stringently repreased. If, as the Censor 
states, an impost is actually levied under 
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some pretext on belialf of the public ex- 
chequer from such a source, the proceeding 
is improper in the highest degree. The 
Governor-general Juilin and the Governor 
Chang Chao-tung are enjoined at once to 
abvlish the impost and to issue a proclama- 


‘tion strictly forbidding the practice. 


_ (2) The Grand Secretary Wensiang hav- 
ing requested permission to resign his 


office on the score of ill-health, he is 


accorded two months’ sick leave, and need 
not vacate his post. 

(3) The Governor of Chekiang, Yang 
Ch’ang-siin, reports certain proposed regu- 
lations for the grain transport of the com- 
ing year. After referring to the exemp- 
tions and deficiencies of levy still entailed 
in the three Prefectures of Hangchow, 
Kiahing and Huchow, in consequence of 
the destruction and depopulation caused 
by the rebellion, as also by the 
floods and droughts of recent years, the 
Governor reports that the yrain due at 
Peking for the year 1874 shall be forwarded 
by the new sea-route, with all diligence, 
immediately after the opening of naviga- 


tion. Of ordinary rice B HK the quota 


to be sent forward, with allowances for waste 
etc., is 317,524 picula, and of superior rice 


= with similar allowances 


added, 71,989 piculs. 

(4) The Board of Ceremonies is ordered 
to consider a proposition by the Viceroy of 
Shensi and Kansuh, to establish a separate 
Examination Hall for the latter province, 
owing to the great expense and incon- 
venience the students are’ put to in travel- 
ling all the distance to the capital of 
Shensi. 


(5) An Edict directing all Viceroys and 
Governors to leave the higher military 
appointments of Zi-tu and Chén-tai to be 
filled up from Peking. ‘This was the old law, 
but it seemed to have become customary 
to fill up vacancies on the recommendation 
of the provincial chiefs. A nomination by 
ed Taung-t‘ang is the occasion of this 

ict. 


(6) Several literary appointments in the 
Han lin ynen, and Imperial Library, 
(two of which are -re-appointments of the 
degraded examiners in the case of Seu 
Ching-chin.—See Feb. 5th.) 


(7) Memorial from the Superintendency 
of the Eastern division of the Tartar city 
(a branch of the Censorate), reporting the 
capture of some ‘thieves who recently 
broke into a Temple. (See Edict. (1) of 
Feb. 11.) ° 


y 


March 1st.—The Governor of Kiang-si, 


- Liu Kw’én-yih, replies ina short Memorial 


: adversary the Censor Hu Chia-yii. 


to the rejoinder made to him by his 
He 


' repeats his allegation that the Censor and 


his brothers have improperly evaded pay- 
ment of the land tax due on their ancestral 


: property in Kiangsi for 20 or 30 years 
. past, and denies the truth of the excuse 
, assigned by Hu Chia-yii for this short- 


coming ; to wit, that the lands in question 
have been overflowed. He further 


. charges the Censor with having on repeated 
_ occasions written privately to himself on 


’ matters relating to provincial affairs ; and 


-~ 


accuses him of an attempt to bully him, 
in his recent correspondence, into a course 
of action different from that which had 


_ been adopted with the Imperial sanction. 


March 2-3.—(1) Arrangements are made 


: for the Emperor’s progress on the following 
- day to offer incense at the Ta Kao Tien 


and other temples. 


(2) On the application of the Governor 


. of Ngan-hwei, several District Magistrates 
. and minor officials are dismissed from pub- 
lic service for offences such as ‘ laxity in 
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control of subordinates,” ‘‘trickery,” ‘“stu- 
pidity,” and so forth. 

(3) The auditor Pien Pao-tsiian presents 
&@ memorial severely reflecting upon the 
conduct and language of the Governor of 
Kiang-si, Liu Kwén-yih. He refers to the 
accusations brought by the Governor 
against his adversary the Censor Hu Chia- 
yii, observing that these are now brought 
forward only in the way of recrimination ; 


and that if, as the Governor states, the 


Censor has habitually interfered in provin- 
cial matters by corresponding privately 
with himself, it is a flagrant neglect of duty 
on the Governor’s part to have failed in 
denouncing this conduct. He begs that 
Liu Kwén-yih be chastised in the interest 
of official subordination. 

(N. B.—A Decree previously published 
has already handed over Liu Kwén-yih’s 
conduct for the judgment of the Board of 
Civil Office). 

(4) The Governor of Shantung, Ting 

‘ao-chéng, announces his departure on the 
leave of absence for one yore granted to 
him by His Majesty. He handed over the 
seals of office on Jan. 30th to his locum 
tenens, the Governor-General of the Grain 
Transport, Wén-pin, Ne . The last- 
Named official also announces his accession 
to his temporary duty in Shantung. 

March 4-5.—(1) A long memorial from 

a0 Yiian-shén, Governor of Shansi, set- 
ting forth the particulars of an enquiry 
into the conduct of a District Magistrate 
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accused of owning property within his own 
jurisdiction. 

March 6-7.—(1) A Decree. The Board 
of Civil Office memorialize reporting their 
judgment on the conduct of high officials, 
and request that the individuals be severally 
dismissed from public employ and dis- 
missed from present office. His Majesty 
is graciously pleased to ordain that by 
special favour the Censor Hu Chia-yii, 
already degraded and removed from his 
post, shall be degraded five steps of honor- 
ary rank; and by special favour the 
Governor of Kiang-si, Liu Kw’én-yih, shall 
—in lieu of the proposed punishment—be 
stripped of his official rank, but left in 
office and degraded to the third button. 
[By this it is probably meant that Liu 
Kw’én-yih, who has for years past been ‘‘in 
office but stripped of his rank,” will only 
be allowed to resume his rank at some 
future time with a button of the third 
degree.—Trans. | 

(2) The ex-Censor Hu Chia-yii returns 
thanks for his Majesty’s gracious favour in 
degrading him five steps and removing 
him to other employment. 

(3) The Prince of Ch’un having reported 
that the alterations made in the decorations 
of the Temple at the Imperial mausolea 
are not in accordance with the ancient 
form, paint having been substituted for 
lacquer on the pillars and crossbeams, the 
Board of Works are commanded to enquire 
when this change was made. 

(4) Regulation memorials from the Go- 
vernors of Hu-nan, Shan-si, Che-kiang, 
and Fu-kien, forwarding the names of the 
candidates at the last year’s literary 
examination who, although having failed 
to take degrees, are entitled, on the ground 
of their being above the ages of 80 and 90, 
to receive honorary degrees as an act of 
Imperial grace. In Hu-nan alone there 
were four candidates above the age of 
ninety, and sixteen above the age of eighty. 
Their productions in the shape of essays 
being all of a creditable nature and their 
handwriting correct, their names are duly 
submitted for the honorary degree. In 
Shan-si there were four candidates above 
the age of ninety and five above eighty. 
In Che-kiang, five above ninety and 
twenty-six above eighty. In Fu-kien, four 
above ninety and twenty-six above eighty. 

March 8.—Memorials fromthe Governors 
of Kwang-tung and Kwang-si, submitting 
the names of the nonagenarian and octo- 
genarian candidates in their respective 
provinces. In Kwang-tung there were six 
above the age of ninety and thirty-three 
above eighty. In Kwang-si one candidate 
is reported as aged 98, and one as aged 97. 


Three more had reached the ago of 92, 
and one the age of 91. Between the ages 
of 80 and 90, thirteen candidates appear. 

The Governor of Yiinnan reports -six 
candidates over eighty. 

March 9th.—{1) The Governor of Ho- 
nan reports thirteen candidates over ninety 
and fifty-one over eighty, in the provinces 
of Nganhwei and Kiangsu. 

(2) Ngeh-leh-ho-pu, the Manchu General 
Commanding at Ch’a-harh, reports his 
departure from his post on the 15th Feb. 
for Uliassutai, in conformity with an Im- 
perial Decree received by him on Feb. 12th, 
directing him to proceed to that spot for 
the purpose of enquiring into the charges 
of exaction and oppression brought against 


lieutenant-general Wén-kw’ei D4 4, by 
his superior officer, the commander-in-chief 
at Uliassutai, Ch’ang-shun 4 Ne, as also 
the countercharges raised by the accused 
official. The Imperial Commissioner re- 
presents that on his present journey the 
post-stations will not be able to supply his 
requirements in the shape of camels, 
horses, and provisions, as should be done 
according to regulation, owing to the drain 
upon them caused by the war in the north- 
west ; and he proposes. therefore to make 
disbursements on this account from his 
own official exchequer. 

(3) The Officiating Governor of Shantung, 
Wéenpin, memorializes requesting permis- 
sion to appoint as acting Judicial Commis- 
sioner of the province an expectant Taotai 


named P‘an Tsiin-wen iar ER cd » who 


has been employed for several years past, 
greatly to the satisfaction of the Governor 
Ting Pao-chéng, in superintending the 
. works and repairs conuected with the 
Yellow River.—Granted. 

March 10th.—The Governor of Kiangsi, 
Liu-kw‘en-yih, forwards a report from the 
Financial Commissioner of the Province, 
setting forth in detail the rates at which 
the rice-levy commutation is assessed within 
his jurisdiction. It appears that on the 
settlement of the revenue question by 
Tséng Kwoh-fan, it was arranged that 
for every regulation Tael of land-tax 
there should be collected, meltage and 
other fees inclusive, Tl. 1.5 ; and for every 
picul of rice-levy Tl. 1.9. Ata later period, 
owing to a decline in the value of silver 
and rise of copper cash, it was arranged 
that 1,600 cash should=1 Tael, and the 
Tael of land-tax was fixed at cash 2,400, 
the picul of rice-levy being commuted to 
cash 3,000. Out of these arrangements 
have grown the charges raised by the Cen- 
sor Hu Chai-yii. As matters now stand, 
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after the recent rectifications, the rates 
of levy are as follows: Land-tax, per Tael, 
2,682 cash. Rice-levy, per picul, 3,420 
cash. With reference to the proposition 
that the old system of levy in kind should 
be reverted to, the Treasurer represents 
that this is virtually impossible. In 
Kiangsu, he states, the rice-commutation 
is 4,500 cash per picul; in Honan, it is 
3 Taels of silver per picul—rates greatly 
in excess of those in force in Kiangsi. 
The distance of this province from the sea 
would notably enhance the cost of trans- 
port in kind, and moreover the old grana- 
ries are no longer in a state of repair such 
as would enable them to be put into use. 
Hereafter, when prosperity is fully res- 
tored, it may be possible to carry out this 
sugyestion.—Decree referred to the Board 
of Revenue. 

March 12th.—A decree is issued in reply 
to the memorial by the Prince of Ch’un 
(already published) representing that im- 
perfect workmanship has been admitted in 
the alterations of the temple at the mauso- 


leum of the Emperor Tao-kwang ah [Be. 


The Board of Works report the reeeipt of 
an explanation from the high officials who 
superintended this undertaking, of whom 
the chief is Tung Siin, (a President of the 
Board of Works, and a member of the 
Yamén of Foreign Affairs), and another 
Ch’ung-how, (Vice-president of the Board 
of War, and also a member of the Yamen). 
They state that lacquer was avoided in 
order that the calour of the beams might 
not be too sombre, but that in all other 
respects the old pattern of workmanship was 
closely adhered to. His Majesty ordains 
that the names of the offending function- 
aries be handed over to the Board of Civil 
office for adjudication of the proper penalty, 
and that they do forthwith cause the paint 
to be scraped off the beams and proper 
varnish laid on, as before. 

(2) The Governor of Yiinnan, Shen Yu- 
ying, reports certain measures taken for 
re-establishing official control over the salt- 
wells from which the Province draws its 
supplies of salt. These are chiefly in the 
southern and western parts of the Province. 

March 13th.—(1) A rescript is issued in 
reply to a memorial by Li Hung-chang, 
Governor-General of Chihli, praying that 
remissions of taxation be granted on the 
portions of land which will have to be 
made use of in constructing the roadway 
to the Emperor’s progress thither in the 
2nd moon (April next). Owing to bridges 
having fallen into decay and roads being 
cut up by floods, it will be necessary to 
make a new track in some places, and 


wround will ‘also be required for the Im- 
perial halting camps. It is ordained that 
taxes be remitted on all such ground as is 
taken for these purposes, and that a noti- 
fication be issued on yellow paper inform- 
ing all concerned to this effect. 

(2) An issue of 400 piculs of millet is 
ordered from the granaries at Tungchow, 
in addition to the amount of 1,000 piculs 
heretofore authorized, for gratuitous dis- 
tribution to the sufferers by the floods in 
that Magistracy, on a representation that 
the previous allowance was insufticient. 

(8) Tso Tsung-t’ang, Governor-General 
of Shensi and Kansuh, memorializes on the 
extraordinary drawbacks under which edu- 
cation labours in the province of Kansuh, 
owing to the absence of provision for the 
triennial literary examinations nearer than 
the capital of Shensi, which is distant 600 
to 1,000 and even 1,200 miles from some 
parts of Kansuh. He eulogizes the con- 
duct of a late Literary Chancellor in Shen- 
si, who, braving all the fatigues of travel, 
has perambulated Kansuh and admitted 
about 10,000 students to competition for 
the first degrees ; but owing to the distance 
and expense, a very small number of 
natives of Kansuh are able to proceed to 
Si-ngan Fu, to take the second or Kii-jen 
degree. Schools have been largely pro- 
moted of late throughout Kansuh, and the 
Mahomedans themselves are stimulated to 
an eager desire for instruction. It is be- 
sought that a Literary Chancellor be ap- 
pointed for the province of Kansuh, to 
reside at the capital, Lan-chow, and hold 
the usual provincial examinations there. 
—Recorded. 

(4) The Censor Téng Ch’éng-siu me- 
morializes denouncing the a HE Ex- 
amination Lotteries existing under oflicial 
sanction in the province of Kwang-tung. 
Gambling, he states, has always been a 
most prevalent vicein Kwang-tung, where, 
however, the methods known as fan t’an, 
peh-ko-piao and hwa-hwei have been in 
great measure put down by the authorities. 
The Wei sing or examination lottery sys- 
tem having some years ago (about 1864) 
been extending to Canton, the then 
Governor, K wo Sung-t’ao, imposed a heavy 
fine on the managers, for the benetit of 
the public funds. This was made use of 
as a pretext to obtain official licenses in 
return for payments, and the system 
has been largely extended, with de- 
plorable consequences among the people. 
The system consists in selecting twenty 
surnames, a ticket containing which 
is given to a buyer. The proportion 
of names scored off on this ticket, and 
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found to correspond with those of success- 
ful competitors at the examinations, con- 
stitutes the measure of loss or winning by 
the holder. The amount paid for the 
ticket may ‘vary from a few cash to 
thousands of taels. The worst feature of 
the transaction is that all manner of reports 
of underhand practices get about at ex- 
amination times. The Censor requests 
that the authorities of the Kwangtung 
Province be forbidden to issue any further 
licenses to the Wei-sing lotteries, and also 
to prohibit their further continuance.—(A 
Rescript acceding to these proposals has 
already appeared), 

5) Memorial by the Grand Secretary 
Wensiang, setting forth his confirmed ill- 
health, which has been increasing since the 
autumn of 1870. He suffers under bodily 
prostration, asthma, fits of giddiness, &c.; 
and notwithstanding repeated leave of 
absence graciously accorded, he still feels 
incapable of discharging his duty effici- 
ently. He therefore prays that he may be 
allowed to retire to private life. (A Res- 
cript granting 2 months further leave of 
absence has already been published. Wén- 
siang is about 56 years of age.) 

March 14th.—(1) A Decree appoints 


Hwang Yii WZ ¢K to the post of Senior 


Vice-President of the Board of Punish- 
ments. 

(2) The Memorial by Yih Hwan (Prince 
of Ch’un, commonly called the Seventh 
Prince), upon which the recent Imperial 
censure of work performed at Lhe mauso- 
leum of Tao-kwang was based, is published 
in extensv. ‘The use of paint instead of 
lacquer is strongly condemned. 

(3) The Presidents of the Board of Civil 
Oflice, Pao-yiin, and his co'!leagues, memo- 
rialize setting forth their judgment in the 
case of the Governor of Kiang-si and the 
Censor Hu Chia-yii. They state, with 
reference to the accusation against the 
Censor respecting non-payinent of land- 
taxes, that although he has not incurred 
the legal penalty of 80 blows which is pre- 
scribed for such an offence by the statute 
under certain conditions, the punishment 
for the otfence proved against him by the 
Governor entails his degradation by three 
honorary steps and his removal from his 
present ottice to another. [He is also found 
guilty of entering into communications 
contrary to law with the provincial au- 
thoritics, and for this offence the penalty 
is loss of his ofticial rank, 

(3) A memorial from the same high offi- 
cials conveys their judgment upon the 
Governor of Kiang-si. They convict the 
Governor of unlawful concealment, in that 


he did not at once denounce to the Throne 
the communications he asserts that he has 
received from the Censor. He has in- 
curred the penalty of loss of steps of hon- 
orary rank ; but as he is already deprived 
of all rank though retained in office, in 
pursuance of a former judgment punishing 
him for ‘betraying the purport of a 
Cabinet Decree,” it is ruled that the punish- 
ment that should now be adjudged is that 
of dismissal from his present office. (N.B. 
—A  Rescript mitigating the proposed 
penalties in either case has already ap- 
peared. ) 

. March 15th.—(1) A rescript to a memo- 
rial from ‘the Censor Liu Jui-k‘i (not yet 
published), requesting that henceforward 
the provincial remittances to Peking be 
sent up in actual specie, refers the subject 
to the Board of Revenue for deliberation. 


(2) An officer of the Shén-ki Yiny (Im- 
perial Musketeers), named Siang-ngén 


mre, having asked for active employ- 
ment, he is ordered to report himself with 


the army under Kin-shun NB (now 
about to proceed beyond the Wall from 
Kansuh). 

(3) Decree. We have ridden the horse pre- 
sented to Us by Pehyennomoku (the Po 
Wang, son of the late Prince Sangkolinsin, 
and himself one of the high officers of the 
Presence), and have found it thoroughly 
steady. We ordain that thename Wuyiinchu 
begiventoit. Respectthis. (N.B.—Wu- 
yiinchu signifies nznety in the Manchu lan- 
guage.) 

(4) The Governor of Shan-si, Pao Yiian- 
shén, reports the escape of a criminal 
under sentence of death, and submits the 
name of the District Mayvistrate who is 
responsible for his safe keeping, for the 
usual penalties. It appears that in July 
last a prisoner named Kao-shén, sentenced 
to be strangled for causing the death of a 
man in a broil, by a kick, was being sent 
from the Kao-sze District to the provincial 
capital. He was in charge of two jailors 
and two soldiers. While on the road, 
when near a village the evening of their 
departure, the cart conveying the party 
stuck in the mud, and the axle broke. 
The police were obliged to continue their 
journey on foot, and the prisoner, tak- 
ing advantage of an unguarded mo- 
ment, broke his fetters and escaped. He 
could not be found when given chase 
to by the police, and the soldiers have 
likewise absconded. An inquiry has been 
ordered into the circumstances ; and mean- 
while the District Magistrate’s name is 
handed over to the Board for adjudication. 
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(5) Shen Yii-ying, Governor of Yiin- 
nan, reports the advent of a Burmese 
official, who came last year after the 
capture of Ta-li Fu to the Governor’s 
camp, and reported that the rebel chief- 
tain Tu Wén-siu (better known to Euro- 
peans as Sultan Suleiman), had during his 
tenure of power established two agencies 
in Burmah, under the signs Yiian Hing 


Jt SL and Yiian Fa Jt BS, at which 
certain merchandize and moneys were 
deposited. A report had reached the 
Burmese that the Imperialist troops at 
Yung-ch’ang and T’éng-yieh (Momien) 
had expressed an intention of crossing the 
frontier to take this deposit by force, and 
he was therefore sent to request that a 
Chinese official be despatched to take 
possession of the amount. The Governor, 
therefore, considering that the property in 
question, as having belonged to a rebel? in 
arms against the State, should in accor- 
dance with law be confiscated and distri- 
buted as prize-money, sent an officer to 
Burmah with the official who had come 
from thence ; and this commissioner now 
reports having secured an amount of Tis. 
34,000 odd, which the Governor hasawarded 
as prize-money to the troops. Another 
Burmese official has also lately come to the 
capital of Yiinnan, and has presented a 
despatch in Burmese which, on being 
translated, runs to the effect that the King 
of Burmah, on learning the happy result 
of the late campaign, beysinstructions with 
regard to the sending of tribute, and to the 
establishment of commercial relations. 
Upon this the Governor, highly approving 
the dutiful sentiments of the King, is of 
opinion that encouragement should be 
shewn him; but as regards commercial 
affairs, the roads are now open and traders 
passing backwards and forwards as of old, 
so that it is not necessary to enter into 
special arrangements. The Burmese envoy 
has been instructed that the transmission 
of tribute should be proceeded with in 
accordance with precedent, and has been 
sent home under oflicial convoy. 


March 16th.—(1) A Decree is issued 
referring to the memorial lately presented 
by Tsao-pao and Hu Chia-yii (see Gazette 
of Feb. 14-15), disclosing the absence of 
a ‘‘ treasure-box” in the roof of the tem ple 
at the Mausoleum of the Emperor Kao 
Tsu (father of Shun-che). General Ty- 
hingah and Chihho having been ordered 
to hold an enquiry, have reported having 
done this by deputy, but without having 
ascertained anything material with regard 
to the disappearance of the sacred deposit, 
Taao-pao and Hu Chia-yii are handed over 


' to the Board for punishment, on the score 
: of negligence in executing the works in 
- question, and penalties are likewise to be 
; adjudged against the Commissioners Tu- 
- hingah and Chihho, for not proceeding in 


person to the spot. The Imperial House- 
hold is to see that a new ‘‘ treasure-box ” 
be prepared, and handed over to Tuhingah 


: and his colleague, to be placed in the 
. proper spot. 


(2) The Governor-General of the Two 


’ Kiang memorializes requesting the erection 


of an Imperial. memorial tablet, in con- 


* formity with precedent, on behalf a virtu- 
- ous lady lately deceased. Betrothed, but 
: not married, to the literary undergraduate 


Lu K‘ia-fuh of Lu-kiang in An-hwei, the 


- deceased was a daughter of an upright and 
‘ highly respected graduate named Wu 


T‘ing-hiang, who was killed in action 
during the rebellion in 1854, when his 


+ daughter was ten years old. In 1861 the 


young lady’s intended husband was taken 


: ill and died, whereupon she was with 
‘ difficulty dissuaded by her relatives from 
- committing suicide, to follow him to the 


tomb. For the remainder of her life she 


devoted herself to the care of her aged 
’ mother, until the latter’s death in 1870, 
’ since when she has gradually pined away, 


* pummer, 


and she finally died in the course of last 
The application is referred as 
usual to the Board of Ceremonies, for the 


: issue of the needful patent. 


March 17. (1) A Decree gives vent to 


“ the Imperial sorrow on learning the death 


. region. 


1 


of Teh-ying {iii HK, Manchu Comman- 


der-in-chief of the Heh-lung-kiang (Amoor) 
Having risen from the rank 
of pi-tieh-she (Government writer), and 


» fought gallantly in Kiang-nan and An- 


hwei, he was advanced to his late post, 


' where he acquitted himself in all respects 


admirably. After the expiry of the 


. hundred days’ mourning, his son Chung- 


ts’ing is to be presented tu his Majesty. 
A successor to the deceased's post is named 
in the person of Féng-shén, at present 
Lieutenant-general at Kin-chow. 

(2) The Governor-General of Hu-kwang 


* and Governor of Hupeh unite in recom- 











mending for advancement to the office of 
Rice Comptroller of Hupeh, now vacated, 
an expectant Taotai named Ho Wei-kien 


45 HE $e, who has already been recom- 


mended for promotion by H. E. Li Hung- 
chang, for his services in the campaign 
against the Nien-fei. 

March 18th. (1) Wénpin, the acting Go- 
vernor of Shantung, has memorialized con- 


» cerning deficiencies in the funds handed 


‘i 


over to their successors in office by two 
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District Magistrates. Chang Ta-ju, dis- 
missed from the office of Magistrate of the 
Li-tsin district, was short in his accounts 
to the following extent :—Sundry re- 
ceipts on account of the Provincial 
Treasury Tls. 693; on granary account, 
Tls. 3; on purchase of titles account, Tls, 
306. The Magistrate of the Chao-yfian 
district, who has been compulsorily re- 
tired, is also brought in a debtor in consi- 
derable sums. These officials, although 
frequently pressed for repayment, having 
neglected to make good the amounts, are 
to be arrested, imprisoned, and prosecuted. 
The Governor-General of Chihliis to be 
called upon to sequestrate the property of 
the delinquents in satisfaction of the claim 
against them ; and their clerks and others 
concerned are to be brought to justice. 

(2) By a verbal message delivered from 
the office of representation, His Majesty’s 
command is notified that henceforward, in 
all the minutes of appointments to be made, 
and similar documents submitted, the mat- 
ter is to be written in parallel columns of 
Manchu and Chinese. : 

(3) Paohiang, Judicial Commissioner of 
Fu-kien, memorializes thanking his Ma- 
jesty in accordance with rule for his eleva- 
tion to the acting appointment of Finan- 
cial Commissioner during the absence of 
P’an Wei, who is about to proceed to Pe- 
king for an audience. (The last-named high 
officer was formerly wellknown to Europeans 
during his service as Taotai at Chefoo.) 

March 19th.—The Governor of Hu-peh 
memorializes recommending to favourable 
notice the ex-Salt Revenue Comptroller of 
Kwangtung, Chung K’ien-kiin, who has 
just retired from the service on account of 
ill-health. His merits during a long offi- 
cial career are highly extrolled, and an 
honorery grade of the first rank is soli- 
cited on his behalf. (‘This official acted as 
Superintendent of Customs at Hankow for 
some years previously to 1870.) 

March 20th.—(1) It is notified that the 
Emperor will, to-morrow, leave the Im- 
perial City by the East Gate, and proceed 
to the Chao Jih Tan (the Temple of the 
Morning Sun) outside the Chao Yang 
Gate of Peking, where he will offer in- 
cense, and thence proceed to the temple of 
the great Eastern Mountain, at which 
place his Majesty will breakfast. Return- 
ing from this point, his Majesty will 
re-enter the palace, proceed to the Chung 
Ho Tien (Hall of Central Accord), where 
he will inspect the daily reports, and will 
subsequently return to the palace apart- 
ments, transact business and give audience. 
Preparations for the Imperial Progress are 
to be complete by 4 a.m, 


(2) The Manchu Commander-in-chief of 
Ning-hia, Mutushen . (who arrived in 
Peking on the 18th), is granted permission 
to ride on horseback within the Purple 
Forbidden City. 

The remainder of this day’s Gazette is 
taken up with unimportant notices of 
official changes and appointments. 


March 21st.—(1) Mut’ushen, the Man- 
chu Commander-in-chief of Ninghia, thanks 
his Majesty for the gift of a horse on his 
arrival at Court. 

(2) The Governor-General of Hupeh and 
Governor of Hupeh memorialize, request- 
ing that, in conformity with the amended 
regulations, an additional number of gradu- 
ateships at provincial examinations may 
be accorded to the District of Ts’ien-kiang, 
in Hupeh, in return for the funds sub- 
scribed on public account. I[t appears that, 
between 1864 and 1867, the gentry and 
people of the District contributed to the 
Defence funds of the province a sum, after 
all deductions made, of Taels 90,300 and 
odd. The limitation heretofore pre- 
scribed for such cases allows one addi- 
tional degree at both the civil and mili- 
tary examinations to be accorded on 
one occasion only, for every Tls. 10,000 
contributed to public account, in lieu of 
the “additions for ever” which were 
formerly granted under similar circum- 
stances ; and it is now requested accord- 
ingly that nine extra degrees be thrown 
open to competitors from the district in 
question, at a future examination, both 
civiland military.—Referred to the Board 
for decision. 

(3) Li Ho-nien, Governor-General of 
Fukien and Chekiang, specially memoria- 
lizes extolling the virtues of a District 


Magistrate named K’o Lun Ay A who 
in less than half-a-year during which he 


i istri $4 it 
has been in charge of the district of ait iW 


Kien-ning has displayed the most  sur- 
prising energy and ability. When the 
Governor-General passed through the dis- 
trict, both gentry and people were loud im 
his praise. His promotion to a higher 
grade of Magistracy is sulicited and 
accorded. 

March 22nd.—(1) A long Memorial by 
the Grand Secretary, Wén-siang, with re- 
ference to the paint used in lieu of varnish 
at one of the Imperial Mausolea, which 
has excited His Majesty’s indignation as 
already manifested in successive decrees. 
The Grand Secretary sugyests that after 
his Majesty’s visit to the Tombs (in April) 
the officers responsible for the works be 
required to make the necessary alterations. 
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(2) Memorial from Li Hung-chang— 
Decree upon which has already appeared 
—-4oliciting remissions of taxation upon the 
lands that must be temporarily occupied 
for roadmaking, encampments, &c., during 
the Imperial progress to the Tombs. 
(His Majesty will leave Peking on the 
10th, and return on the 17th April.) 

March 23rd.—(1) The Commissioner of 
the Granaries and other high officials 
memurialize reporting the insufliciency of 
the grant heretofore made to the relief 
establishment at T’ungchow, where, owing 
to the destitution caused by the floods of 
late years, several thousands of persons 
have been fed daily. (Wecree allowing 
a further supply of grain has already 
appeared.) 

(2) Li Hung-chang, Governor-General 
of Chihli, memorializes reporting his action 
in a case of parricide. A man named 
Méng Taai-ch’éng and his wife, living in 
the Kiao-ho District, were both suffering 
under an attack of fever and ague, and the 
wife, hearing that change of residence 
might ward off a return of the attack, had 
gone away to her mother’s home. The 
father was lying on his kang early in the 
evening of the 8th October last, in a state 
of fever and parched with thirst, when his 
son, Méng Chu, came home intoxicated 
from work. On being blamed for return- 
ing home so late, the son answered angrily 
—an altercation arose, and eventually, 
taking up a wooden pillow, Méng Chu 
struck his father repeatedly on the thighs. 
Struggling to get up, the old man injured 
his own arms to some extent, and a 
grandson, awakened by the noise, as well 
as a neighbour who was passing, came in- 
to the room. Méng Chu threw himself on 
his knees and entreated pardon, which the 
old man granted,—and the neighbour con- 
sequently agreed to make no report of the 
matter. The bruises inflicted on the 
old man, however, becaine suppurated, 
and he died 11 days afterwards. Méng 
Chu had the body interred the same day ; 
but he was denounced to the Mayistrate 
by the tipao and his father’s brother, and 
on being sent to the Provincial capital for 
trial has confessed his offence. Accord- 
ingly, in conformity with the provisions of 
several statutes, he has been sliced to 
death (liny ch‘e) on the public execution 
ground, in presence of the Governor- 
General and the high provincial officials. 

March 24.—Li Hung-chang reports 
the action taken respecting the escape of a 
prisoner under sentence of death from the 
gaol of the Kao-ch‘éng District (as already 
reported). No guilty connivance has been 
proved against the jailers concerned. . 


2. The Privy Council Office (Nui koh) 


_ reports the arrangements to be made for 
, transmitting daily, during his Majesty’s 
. absence at the Tombs, a general report 


: (aA ) accompanied by the Memorials 
- presented from the various Boards and 


other departments of State. This report 
will be sent off every day at 1 p.m., except 
on the day when his Majesty is to pay his 


' devotions at the Tombs.—(The Si Ling, or 
Western Mausolea, are distant about 70 


' miles from Peking. 


According to the 


' usage of the present dynasty, the members 
‘ of the Imperial family are buried in 
‘ alternate generations at the Eastern and 


Western Mausolea. The Tung Ling or 


- Eastern Mausolea were visited by the 


Emperor last year, when his Majesty 


‘ offered sacrifices at the tomb of his father, 
- the Emperor Hien-féng or Wén Hwang-ti.) 


March 25.—The Vice-President of the 


’ Hung-lu-sze, Liang Séng-pao, denounces 
' the numerous shortcomings which have 


been found to exist in the essays sent 


‘ap to Peking for revision from the last 
. Provincial Examinations, and complains 


of the negligence of the officials, high 


‘and low, on whom the primary: and 


secondary work of scrutiny devolves.— 


’ Referred to the Board of Ceremonies for a 
* report. 


(2) The Censor Liu Jui-k’i memorializes 


- against the practice that has grown up 


‘since the Rebellion, of forwarding the 


periodical remittances of revenue from the 
provinces to Peking by bank-drafts instead 
of in specie. This has caused a great 


‘amount of disturbance in the monetary 


affairs of the capital, owing to the short 
supply of silver in circulation. The pro- 


' vinces of Fu-kien, Kwang-tung, Che-kiang, 


and Sze-ch‘wan are especially referred to, 


' and it is requested that they be required 
' to remit all land and miscellaneous revenue 


henceforward in specie by the old land- 
routes—leaving the question of Custom- 


' house remittances from Canton and Foo- 


chow to be separately dealt with. (A 


“ rescript has already appeared, directing 


‘ the Board of Revenue to report here- 


upon). 
March 26th.—(1) Yian Pao-héng is ap- 


* pointed one of the Under-Secretaries of 
- the Privy Council, with the rank appended 
" of Vice-President of the Board of Cere- 
” monies. 


* ig printed in full. 


(2) The- memorial by Tuhingah and 


* Chihho respecting the disappearance of 


the ‘‘treasure-box” from the roof of one 


- of the temples at the Imperial Mausolea, 


decrees upon which have already appeared, 
The whole roof of the 
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building having been demolished, and the 
most careful search made, no trace could 
be found of this palladium of the building. 

March 27th.—l. A Decree. After Our 
departure on the 10th April (for the visit 
to the Tombs) let the Prince of Chéng, 
K’ing-che,—the Grand Secretary Shan 
Mow-k’ien,—the Presidents Wan Ts’ing-li 
and Ch’ung-lun,—and the Captain-general 
of the Constabulary, Ying Yiian, remain 
in Peking to conduct the public business. 
The Prince of Chéng, K’ing-che, Shan 
Mow-k’ien, Wan Ts’ing-to, and Gh’ung- 
lun, four in all, will take it by turns daily 
to reside within the Palace. Those of the 
[High Commissioners] who are not in turn | 
for residence will go off duty at 3 p.m. 
Ying Yiian will go to the Palace daily to 
transact business, but will not be required 
to go into residence. He may go off duty 
at noon, before his colleagues.—Respect 
this! 

(The Prince of Chéng, K’ing-che, is the 
present representative of one of the eight 
perpetual Princedoms instituted by the 
founder of the existing dynasty). 

(2) The Governor of Honan reports the 
hearing of a criminal case by the high pro- 
vincial authorities, on its having been re- 
ferred back to them after an appeal at the 
capital. Aman named Liu Hwan-chang 
had appealed, alleging that one Ma Sung 
and certain others, to revenge themselves 
on his father Liu Wén, for giving informa- 
tion that a certain Ma Han had been hired 
as a substitute for a criminal under sen- 
tence, had murdered Liu Wén and thrown 
his body intoa river. The facts of the 
case, as reported by the Governor after the 
trial, are that the man alleged to be mur- 
dered was in reality never harmed, but 
was induced to abscond in support of the 
accusation trumped up by his son, who had 
been persuaded to take the steps he did 
by the wife of a member of the Ma family 
named Ma Ho, who had really been mur- 
dered by the prisoner Ma Hain. It being 
proved that Liu Hwan-chang has brought 
an unfounded charge, involving peril of 
condemnation to death on the person he 
accuses, he has incurred the penalty of 
100 blows and transportation to a distance 
of 3,000 li, with three years’ penal servi- 
tude added. This sentence is referred by 
rescript for the consideration of the Board 
of Punishments. S 

March 29th.—(1) The Governor of 
Kiang-su reports the result of an inquiry 
into the case of a prisoner named Chang- 
k’ien, sent back from Peking on a charge of 
waylaying his Majesty when returning in 
the Spring. of 1873 from the Eastern 
Mausolea and presenting a petition contrary 


to law. The petioner, who had en- 
deavoured to obtain the reversal of a 
judicial decree pronounced in the local 
courts respecting a dispute abdut the 
ownership of some land and a grave-site 
which has been contested since 1854, is 
adjudged to have incurred the penalty of 
transportation ; but, as he alleges that he 
is the only support of his aged mother, an 
enquiry is to be made into the truth of 
this statement before carrying the sentence 
into effect. 

(2) A rescript is issued in reply to 
a report from the Governer of Yiin-nan, 
stating that a young man named Yang 
Ju-tsi has assassinated an officer lately 
holding the rank of Prefect of Tung- 
ch’wan, in revenge fur the murder of 
Yang Ju-tsi’s uncle by the underlings 
of the Prefect after a quarrel in the lat- 
ter’s Yamen. The assassin, in considera- 
tion of the extenuating circumstances, is 
to be ‘‘ executed after the revision of sen- 
tence at Peking,” instead of being beheaded 
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at once; but his surviving uncle, Briga-> 


dier-General of K’ai-hwa, is handed over 
to the Board for a penalty for his failure 
to keep his nephew under due control. 
The Provincial Judge and other officials, 
whose delay in dealing with the first mur- 
der brought about the second lamentable 
case, are likewise exposed to penalties. 


March 30.—Li Hung-chang, Governor- 
General of Chih-li, reports the steps he 
purposes taking with regard to a personal 
inspection of the route to be travelled over 
by the Imperial] party on their way to the 
Tombs in April, and requests permission 
to visit Peking for an audience with his 
Majesty while engaged in this tour of 
inspection. 

March 31.—In reply to a memorial (not 
yet published) by the Censor Chang Kwan- 
chun, denouncing the practice of establish- 
ing ilicit or irregular li-kin barrier sta- 
tions, his Majesty’s rescript is to the effect 
that: ‘‘the levy of (li-kin) duty is a mea- 
sure undertaken only in obedience to 
urgent necessity. Where aid is borrowed 
from the resources of the people it is not 
to be endured that additional taxing sta- 
tions be illicitly set on foot to exact op- 
pressive levies from the public, and any 
such must promptly be suppressed.” The 
Provincial governments are directed to 
make close inquiry into the matter, with a 
view to the reform of any existing abuses. 

April 1.—The arrival at Peking of Li 
Hung-chang, Governor-General of Chihli, 
to pay his respects to his Majesty, is 
gazetted. He had an audience this day 
on arrival. 
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April 2nd.—(1) A Decree is issued ac- 
knowledging a report by Yungts’iian (the 
Commander-in-chief of the I-li region), 
stating that in the twelfth inoon (Jan.- 
Feb. last) the Ma-na-sze rebels made an 
attack on K’wei-tun, which was victorious- 
ly repulsed with great loss to the enemy, 
by Colonel Hiao-shun. Honours are pro- 
fusely accorded for this success. 

(2) The Governor of Shensi reports the 
completion of the work undertaken some 
years ago, in view of the ravages caused 
by the Mahomedan and Nien-fei insurrec- 
tions, of covering the province with forti- 


fied posts TB SE, to serve as rallying 


points for the population and the army in 
case of future outbreaks, Between one 
and two thousand of these fortifications 
have been constructed from funds sub- 
scribed in the province, and the usual Im- 
perial rewards are solicited on behalf of 
the eontributors. 

April 3rd.—The Governor-General of 
Hu Kwang and the Governor of Hu-peh 
jointly memorialize, propounding no less 
a scheme than that of removing the entire 
District City of Kung-ngan in Hu-peh to 
anew site. They state that the present 
locality, lying on the bank of the Yang- 
tsze, is the lowest level in the entire Pro- 
vince, and that since the bursting of an 
embankment in 1860 the existing city has 
been repeatedly inundated. The present 
walls, which date from the end of the Ming 
dynasty, are 5 3/10 li in circuit, including 
a portion of the embankment, and it is 
proposed to build a somewhat smaller en- 
closure on high ground, in an extremely 
eligible situation, a short distance from the 
endangered spot. It is estimated that the 
cost of erecting an earthen wall 31/10 li 
in circuit, with an outer ditch 15 Chinese 
feet wide, will be 37,950 strings of cash ; 
and this amount is eventually to be dis- 
charged in full by the notables of the 
district. As, however, the inhabitants are 
not of a wealthy class, it is proposed that 
20,000 strings be advanced by Government 
from the li-kin revenue of Sha She, to be 
ultimately repaid in instalments. The work 
is to be placed in the hands of respectable 
and trustworthy notables of the district. 
The balance required, in addition to the 
proposed official loan, is to be raised by 
‘‘ contributions” in the District itself, by 
the Magistrate.—Rescript: Refer for the 
decision of the Board. 

April 4.—(1) Sundry Decrees with re- 
ference to the custody of seals of the go- 
vernment departments, the chiefs of which 
are about to accompany his Majesty on the 
journey to the Mausolea. The Prince of 


‘ Chéng and the other officers previously 

- mamed as a sort of Board of Regency are 

- severally to carry about their persons the 
keys of the respective seals. 

(2) The Governor of Kiang-su reports 
‘the measures taken for the transmission by 
- seas, of the grain tribute from his Province. 
The committee of transportation at Shang- 

hhai has taken up 210 junks, which have 
- been loaded with rice as follows, viz: of 
' first and second qualities, 336,922 piculs, 
- and allowance 28,393 piculs. The freight 
- money has been paid and the proper bonds 
etc. taken from the junk-owners. Beside 
- this, 105,000 piculs of rice have been placed 
_im the hands of the China Merchant’s 
’ Steamship Company for transmission by 
. their vessels to Tientsin, and one of the 
' Arsenal gunboats has been detailed to con- 
voy the junk squadron. 
' April 6.—(1) A Decree is issued on the 
“ report of Lien-pin, the Censor superintend- 
ing the southern division of Peking, who 
‘has atated that in February last a band of 
‘ mounted robbers attacked a paper ware- 
house in the Chinese city, outside the 
* s’ung-wén Gate, and pillaged the inmates 
| in broad daylight. The civil functionary 
- responsible for the police of the quarter is 
“ degraded, and held answerable for the 
' arrest of the offenders. 
(2) A Decree. The present year being 
| the period for the (triennial) military in- 
. spection in the provinces of Shan-tung, 
o-nan, Kiang-su, An-hwei, and Kiang-si, 
* the governors of the respective provinces, 
- except Kiang-su, of which the Governor- 
* General Li Tsung-hi will officiate, are 
* directed to undertake this duty. 

April 6th.—This day’s Gazette is almost 
wholly taken up with a Memorial from 
’ Liang Seng Pao, a Vice-President of the 

Court of Entertainment, soliciting more 

stringent regulations for the revision of 
. examination essays, and submitting a code 
’ of proposed rules to this end. 
* April 7th.—(1.) A continuation of the 
‘ Memorial from Liang Séng-pao, on the 
“ subject of greater stringency in revising 
the Examination essays. 

(2) A Decree awarding tokens of Im- 
perial favour to sundry Manchu princes 
“ and other dignitaries of the Court, for the 
* gkill displayed by them on the previous 
' day in feats of archery on horseb 
' April 8th.—(1) A memorial from Juilien, 
* Military Governor of Jéh-ho, dilating on 

the staple subject of administrative com- 
‘ plaint—delay in making up and handing 
over accounts by outgoing Magistrates, etc. 
This grievance was dwelt upon in a long 
memorial last autumn, when a committee 
« of audit was established for the purpose of 
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clearing off arrears; but the evil is -again 
making itself felt, and a fresh committee 
is proposed. 

(2).—The Governor of Hu-nan memoria- 
lizes respecting official changes occasioned 
by the promotion of the provincial Inten- 


dant of Finance, Wu Yiian-ping, RR 717) 
3, to the Governorship of Hu-peh. His 


place is filled, by Imperial decree, by the 
Judicial Commissioner T’u Tsung-ying, 


%, =4 — Ja, and Ts’ung-fuh ila x 


becomes Judicial Commissioner in the 
latter’s stead. Pending the latter’s arrival 
in the Province a provisional appointment 
is made. 

April 9.—No documents of importance 
this day. It is announced that His Majesty 
will leave Peking at 4 a.in. to-morrow. 


April 11. (1). A Decree ordaining the re- 
mission of 3/10ths of the land-tax for the 
current year in the districts of Wan-p’ing, 
Liang-hiang, Tso Chow, Fang-shan, and 
Yih Chow, which are to be traversed dur- 
ing the Imperial progress to the Tombs. 


(2). Memorial by the censor Chang 
Kwan-chun, reprobating the action of the 
provincial governments in multiplying li- 
kin barriers. The li-kin tax, he observes, 
was established as a provisional measure 
for the supply of war expenses, and cannot 
he looked upon as a permanent resource. 
Nevertheless, all over the Empire taxing 
stations are maintained without due auth- 
ority in excess of those which are legally 
established at commanding points of traffic, 
causing an endless drain upon the means of 
the public in order to fill the pockets of the 
local officials. It constantly happens that 
under pretext of surveillance the most 
arbitrary exactions are enforced, and plun- 
der to an unlimited extent is indulged in. 
Fraudulent returns are also made of the 
amounts periodically collected, and the 
officials in ‘charge share -in the illicit pro- 
fits amassed by clerks and underlings. 
In the provinces immediately bordering 
upon both banks of the Yang-taze, which 
have suffered so grievously during therebel- 
lion, it is an urgent duty to foster reviving 
trade and enterprise ; whilst in Sze-chuen, 
Kwangtung, Shan-tung, and Shensi, pro- 
vinces in a comparatively unharmed con- 
dition, what should be done is to protect, 
instead of to pillage, the sources of national 
prosperity. The Censor prays that injunc- 
tions be laid upon the high provincial 
authorities, directing them to enquire care- 
fully into these matters, and rectify the 
abuses he complains of. (A rescript com- 
mending this matter to the attention of 


the pepviucial governments has already ap- 
eared. ) 

(3) Another memorial from the same 
Censor draws attention to the abuses toler- 
ated in the provinces in connection with 
the wrongful monopoly of functions by 
officials who have gained access to the pub- 
lic service by purchase, to the exclusiun 
in many cases of those who have entered 
the service in the regular way. 

April 13th.—_(1) A Decree. The horse 

resented to Us by Pehyennamoku We 
haga ridden, and found greatly to our 
liking. We give him the name of Chry- 
santhemum Bay. Let two rolls of silk 
be bestowed upon Pehyennamoku. Res- 
pect this ! 

(2) A Decree ordaining that an ingot of 
silver of one tael’s weight be given from 
the household treasury to each of the 
officers of the guards in attendance on the 
sedan-chairs of their Majesties the two 
Empresses-dowager, during the Progress to 
the Tombs. 

The remainder of this day’s Gazette is 
accupied with unimportant memorials res- 

ting the appointment of miuor officials 
in Kan-sul and Yiin-aan. 

April 15th.—A Decree. This day, along 
the line of Our road, a vast number of 
tracks of carts and horses have been 
visible. In this, a want of due reverence 
for Majesty is notably displayed. Let the 
Ministers in charge of the road and the 
Governor-General of Chih-li stringently 

rohibit and put a stop to the proceeding. 
Fe any venture to disobey and if vehicles in- 
fringe any further upon the road, let them 
immediately denounce the offenders, be 
their office grext or small. Let also the 
soldiers, eunuchs, lackeys of the suite, and 
all others (at fault) be punished in the 
most severe manner. Respect this! (The 
damage to the Imperial roadway, of which 
his Majesty complains, has probably been 
caused by the eunuchs and others sent on 
in advance to make preparations for the 
Imperial halts). 

(2) A Decree. Let Chang Wén-pin and 
Kia Yeo-siao, the two men who have this 
day petitioned Us np by the road- 


side, be handed over to the camp depart- 
ment of the Board of Punishments to be 
atringently put on trial. Respect this ! 
(3) A Decree identical with the preced- 
ing, relating to a petitioner named Liu 
Sui-t’ang. (N. B. The presentation of 
a petition to the Emperor when in public 
is in itself a criminal offence, subject- 
ing the offender to transportation, and 
the practice is resorted to only by the 
most desperate persons, after justice has 
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been denied at all the tribunals. It is 
a step taken, most probably, in the hope 
of at least involving the opposing party 
aud unjust officials in further trouble, 
even when little hope of obtaining a favour- 
able judgment for the petitioner himself is 
entertained. The same feeling is in many 
if not most cases that which prompts the 
ordinary appeals to the Censorate.) 

(3) A memorial from the Governor of 
Che-kiang regarding a judicial decision 
lately arrived at in the Kis-hing Proefec- 
ture respecting the title to lands apportion- 
ed to the support of a memorial temple. 
This building was crected in 1736 as a 
memorial of Luh Lung-k’i, a censor of high 
distinction in the reign of K’ang-hi, and 
disputes have arisen of late respecting 
the boundaries and extent of the land 
attributed to itssupport. The Prefect of 
the department has investigated and decid- 
ed the points at issue. 


April 16-17th. (1) A Decree conferring 


‘a farther donation of one Tael in silver 


upon each of the lackeys and chair bearers 
in attendance during the Imperial journey. 

(2-3) Decrees commanding that four or 
five individuals who have presented sup- 

lications to his Majesty by the rvadway, 
be taken in hand by the Board of Punish- 
ments. 

(4) The Governor-General of Fukien and 
Chekiang memorializes respecting the ap- 
pointment of an officer to fill the post of 
colonel (fu-tsiang) of the naval brigade in 
Formosa. The post is an important one, 
not only on account of the position of An- 
p’ing, the military station at which the 
officer in question resides, as the gateway 
or ‘‘key” of the whole island, but also in 
view of the international questions con- 
stantly arising from the trade carried on 
by different nationalities. An officer of 
capacity and experience is essential to the 
due discharge of the duties of such a post, 
and the person selected by H. E. is Chow 


Chén-pang Jade FP, aged 41, a native 
of Hiang-shan in Kwang-tung, who has 


seen much brilliant service afloat during 
the rebellion. He has distinguished him- 
self of late years in the naval service of 
the province, and is skilled in the use of 
firearms.—The recommendation is referred 
to the Board of War to be reported on. 

(5) A postscript memorial from the same 
quarter has reference to ts’ien-tsung (lieu- 


tenant) Lii Wén-king 3} BRK, who has 
for a length of time been in command of 
the steam gun-vessel “ An-lan.” In this 
capacity he has distinguished himself in 
the capture of pirates and the transporta- 


tion of rice, and the Board has given 
directions for his advancement to the 
rank of expectant Major, so soon as he 
reaches the captain’s list. A proposition 
is now made to accelerate this step of 
advancement, and a Rescript is issued in 
reply giving the necessary sanction. (N. B. 
The functionary in question is probably 
the good humoured and capable ‘‘ Captain 
Lee Boo,” well known to Europeans from 
his length of service in Hongkong waters.) 

The following is the official record of the 
Tmperial progress from the 10th to the 
16th April. 

10th.—His Majesty arrived at 1 p.m. at 
the halting-place of Hwang Sin Chwang. 
The Governor General of Chihli, Li Hung- 
chang, paid his respects, and presented an 
offering composed of fruits and hwang-hwa 
fish. 

The general commanding the Chihli 
land-forces, Fu Chén-pang, paid his res- 
pects and presented an offering of pheasants. 

The Financial Commissioner of Chihli 
and the Brigadier-General of the Tai-Ning 
division presented their respects. © 

The Imperial Equipage department took 
the Imperial order concerning conveyances. 

Audience was yranted to the Privy 
Council and to Sun Kwan (the Financial 
Commissioner of Chihli. ) e 

His Majesty will set out to-morrow at 
5 a.m. 

11th.—His Majesty arrived at 3 p.m. at 
the halting-place of Pan-pi Tien. 

The Grand Secretary Li, Fu Chén-pang, 
Sun Kwan, and Ts’ing-ngan, held them- 
selves in readiness for audience. 

Chang Kwan-chun handed in his memo- 
rial of explanation. 

The Equipage department took orders. 

The Guides department handed in an 
itinerary. 

Audience was granted to the Privy 


’ Council and to Ts’ing-ngan. 


His Majesty will set out to-morrow at 
5 a.m. 
12th.—His Majesty arrived at 2.45 p.m. 


_ at the halting. place of Liang Ko Chwang. 


The Grand Secretary Li, Fu Chén-pang, 


' Chéng-liang, and Yeh Peh-ying, held them- 


selves in readiness for audience. 
Ts’ing-ngan presented an offering of 
pheasants. ’ 
The Ministers serving as Guardians of 
the Western Mausolea, Yung-yii and Tsai- 


- pi, presented their respects. The House- 


hold represented that the line of route lay 
past the tomb of a minister of high desert, 
and requested that officials be appointed 
to offer a libation on behalf of his Majesty 
there. 
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Upon this the following were appsinted 
(Here follow the names of five kung or 
“dukes,” and Jui-hing). 

The Equipage department took orders. 

Audience was granted to the Privy Coun- 
cil, Yung-yii and Tsai-pi. \ 

His Majesty will set out at 5 a.m. to- 
morrow and repair to the Mausolea. 

13th.—His Majesty after having repaired 
to the Mansolea and performed the cere- 
monies, returned at 1 p.m. to the halting 
place at Liang Ko-chwang. 

Ch’un-yeo, Chao-siang, and Ngén-ling 
made report of their inspection, as ordered, 
of the red pillars. 

The Equipage department took orders. 

Audience was granted to the Privy 
Council and the Ministers of the Presence. 

His Majesty will set out to-morrow at 5 
a.m. and will make his halt at the stop- 
ping-place of Ts’iu-lan. 

14th. —His Majesty arrived at noon at 
Ts’iu-lan. 

The Prince of Tyn, the Prince of Ch’un, 
Prince Peh, the Beileh Che, and Duke 
Kang, severally return thanks for his 
Majesty’s gracious bestowal of a libation. 

Fu Chén-pang and his colleagues as be- 
fore held themselves in readiness for 
audience. 

The Equipage department took orders. 

The Grand Secretary Li presented an 
offering of fruits, sauces, and vegetables. 

Ts’ing-ngan presented an offering of 
nine pheasants. 

An extension of several days’ leave of 
absence was granted to Duke Siu. 

Audience was yranted to the Privy 
Council and to Fu Chén-pang. : 

His Majesty will set out to-morrow at 
5 a.m. . 

15th.—His Majesty arrived at 1 p.m. at 
the halting place of Pan-pi Tien. 

The Prince of Chéng and his colleagues 
reported the conclusion of their inspection 
of the arrangements for the Civil examina- 
tions and the horse-archery. 

The Grand Secretary Li and the other 
officials held themselves as before in readi- 
ness for audience. 

The Equipage department took orders. 

The Board of Punishments reported 
having examined into the leading particu- 
lars of the case of the supplication presen- 
ted to his Majesty by Chang Wén-pin. 

Audience was granted to the Privy 
Council. 

His Majesty will set out to-morrow at 
5 am. 

16th.—His Majesty arrived at 1 p.m. at 
the halting-place of Hwang Sin Chwang. 

The Equipage department took orders. 
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Audience was granted to the Privy Coun- 
cil. His Majesty will set out at 5 a.m. 
to-morrow for his reéntry into Peking. 

April 18th.—(1) The Governor of Kiang- 
si, in his Memorial on the nonagenarian 
and octogenarian candidates admitted to 
honorary degrees at last year’s provincial 
examinations, gives the names of sixteen 
persons aged ninety and upwards, and 
of ninety-seven of the age of eighty and 
upwards. 

The remainder of this day’s memorials 
are unimportant. 

April 19th.—(1) A Decree. Let Pao-yiin, 

conjointly with his duties as 
President of the Civil Office, become As- 
sistant Grand Secretary (hieh-pan Ta Hio 
Sze.)—(N. B. The functionary who has 
thus attained to one of the highest posts 
in the Empire is a Manchu, a member of 
the Privy Council, and one of the senior 
members of the Yamén of Foreign Affairs. 
His associate as assistant Grand Secretary 
is the Governor General Tso Tsung-t’ang. ) 

(2) The Board of Ceremonies memo- 
rializes requesting that a day be fixed for 
the change from winter to summer hats, — 
Rescript : Let it be on the bth May. 

(3) The Censors of the western division of 
Peking having memorialized respecting a 
case of suicide on the part of awoman named 
Wang Liu-she, who was driven to the 
act in consequence of the conduct of an 
official who had sought her daughter in 
marriage, the official in question, a secre- 
tary in the Board of Revenue named Shén 
She-yiian, is ordered to be suspended and 
summoned for trial. 

(4) A memorial from the high magistracy 
of the capital, beseeching sanction to a 
further extension of the time during which 
two of the asylums for the destitute which 
have been established in consequence of the 
late distress, may be kept open. It is stated 
that, although all able bodied paupers have 
been able to find employment on relief 
works in the labours in progress on river 
improvements or repairs near Peking since 
the commencement of spring, yet a certain 
number of aged and sickly persons remain 
to be cared for. It is proposed that a 
further grant of 200 piculs of millet, and 
of Tis. 400 in money be allowed for this 

urpose; to which the Imperial sanction 
as been given. 

(5) Liu Chang-yeo, Governor of Kwang- 
si, denounces the acting magistrate of 
Ts’tian Chow for “recklessness aud wanton 
severity.” The Governor had already here- 
tofore laid down strict rules concerning the 
method to be pursued by district magis- 
trates in capital cases. All persons found 
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guilty of murder were to be sent to the 
high provincial authorities for sentence, 
and only in extreme cases was authority to 
be granted, on application, for execution 
on the spot. Notwithstanding this, the 
functionary complained of—who was al- 
ready labouring under a charge of wrong- 
fully releasing a prisoner on bail while in 
another magistracy—has actually of his 
own motion beheaded a prisoner, without 
awaiting the reply to the application he 
had sent up for permission to execute the 
sentence locally, on grounds wholly inade- 
quate. The reason alleged for this preci- 
pitancy is that the prisoner was in so 
precarious a condition that, unless executed 
forthwith, it was doubtful whether he 
would live long enough to be made a 
public example.—-A Rescript directs that 
the offending magistrate be stripped of his 
rank, and placed on trial to answer for his 
shortcomings, 

April 20th.—{1 2) Two appeal cases are 
severally remitted by the usual form of 
decree to the Governor-General of Chihli 
and: the.Governor of Shantung, for a fresh 
trial. 

(3) The Police Censors of the south 
division of Peking memorialize respecting 
a case of daring highway robbery in broad 
daylight, which took place on the 13th 
February last. A clerk in a paper shop 
was proceeding onthat day through the 
southern part of the city, carrying a 
package containing 420 taels in silver, 
when the money was snatched from.him 
by a mounted person, whose description is 
given, and who made off with his plunder. 
Two Manchu soldiers have been arrested 
on suspicion, but the case is not clear 
against them. The Assistant Magistrate 
within whose area of jurisdiction the crime 
was committed, is recommended for depri- 
vation of his button, and for further penal- 
ties, if he fail indue time to apprehend the 
actual culprits and recover the stolen pro- 
perty. 

(4) The Governor of Shantung makes 
application on behalf of a retired official, 
formerly an expectant Taotai in Kwang- 
tung, who is this year able to celebrate the 
60th anniversary of his admission to the 
tsin-sze degree. It is requested, in confor- 
mity with precedent, that he be allowed to 
commemorate this period, at the locality 
where he is residing, by the appropriate 
Imperial feast. 

April 21st.—(1) This being the day ap- 
pointed by regulation for the issue of the 
names of the Chief and Deputy Examiners 
for the tsin-sze degrees at the competition 


about to be held, Wan Ts’ing-li & Be, 
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(President of the Board of Ceremonies and 
Civil Governor of Peking) is appointed 
Chief Examiner, and ‘'s’ung Shih, Li 
Hung-tsao, and Kw’ei-ling, deputy Exam- 
iners, . 

A number of other appointments ar 
made in connection with the Examinations, 
and sundry functionaries are deputed to 
act pro tem. in the positions held by the 
four high officers of State above named 
and others, during the period of their se- 
clusion in the Examination Court. 

(2) An appeal case from Sze-chwan. Sii 
Sze-siang lodges a complaint to the effect 
that, in April last, a man of his own district 
named Tu Lung-hai came with a following 
of upwards of one hundred armed men to 
his house, and demanded a sum of money 
from him. On payment being refused the 
assailants attacked the inmates of the 
house, petitioner’s relatives and servants, 
whom, to the number of seven, they killed 
on the spot. After plundering the house 
of its contents they set fire to it, and have 
moreover taken forcible possession of peti- 
tioner’s land. He has lodged complaints 
with the Magistrate, superior Magistrate, 
and Taotai, none of whom have taken 
steps to apprehend the guilty parties. 
The case has been referred by Decree to 
the Governor-General of Sze-chwan for 
investigation. 

(3) A memorial from the Governor of 
Chekiang, reporting the departure of the 
tirst portions of the present season’s re- 


mittances of grain, by sea, from Shanghai. - 


April 22nd.—(1) The Governor of Shen- 
si reports the number of octogenarian aud 
nonagenarian candidates admitted to hono- 
rary degrees at last year’s provincial exa- 
minations. One had reached the age of 
ninety, and eight are named as of the age 
of eighty and upwards, : 

(2) The Governor of Honan makes re- 
port, for his province, of 35 candidates of 
ninety and upwards and 38 of eighty and 
upwards, who are entitled to honorary 
degrees. 

(3) The Governor of Honan solicits, in 
conformity with regulation, the erection 
of a memorial pillar, by Imperial decree, 
in commemoration of the virtuous act of 
suicide committed last year by the wife of 
an expectant District Magistrate named 
Chang King-che. The lady, named Méng, 
was wife by second marriage of that official, 
to whom she became united at the »ge of 
29 in 1858. She had discharged during 
many years all wifely duties in an exem- 
plary manner, and had treated her step- 
children as her own. Four days after her 
husband’s death last year, she took poison 
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and died.—A Rescript conceding the re- 
quest is appended. 

April 23rd.—(1) The Prince of Kung 
applies for five days leave of absence from 
duty. 

(2) The Privy Council receive a verbal 
Decree ordaining that on the 27th inat. 
there need be no attendance at the Palace. 
(N. B. This is on account of an intended . 
visit of his Majesty to inspect the progress 
of the works at Yiian Ming Yiian—(the 
Summer Palace.) 

(3) A Memorial from -the Governor- 
General of Fuhkien and Chekiang and the 
Governor of Fukien, reporting the appre- 
hension of sundry criminals who have 
committed robberies with the aid of stupe- 
fying drugs. It appears that a gang of six 
men, vagabonds from different provinces, 
had lately associated themselves under the 
leadership of one Chang Ping-lan, alias 
Chang the Kidnapper, who had discovered 
in an old book a recipe for a stupefying 
compound which would throw its victims 
into a state of unconsciousness for several 
hours. This man and two others of the 
band fell into the hands of the authorities 
in October last, when they confessed the 
above facts, together with sundry instances 
of robbery committed within the last 2 or 
3 years by the aid of their potion. The 
circumstances which led to the arrest were 
as follows. One of the party, named 
Hwang Téh-shéng, having ascertained that 
two private: letter carriers from Hunan 
were collecting money letters to be for- 
warded to that province, laid a plot to 
drug these men, which was done by means 
of a potion mixed with some bean-curd 
soup which they drank unsuspectingly. 
Having set out on their journey in com- 
pany with the confederates, the postmen 
dropped down in an unconscious state after 
reaciing a point 15 li distant from the start- 
ing place, and the robbers thereupon made 
off with their bag of letters. Hwang Teh- 
shéng persuaded three of his confederates 
to separate from him, with the promise of 
meeting at a certain spot to divide the spoil, 
but on repairing thither the men found that 
their friends had given them the slip, and 
being overtaken by the letter-carriers they 
were seized and given into custody. The 
result of the trial is that the two principal 
offenders have been summarily executed, 
and the third prisoner sentenced to ban- 
ishment into slavery in Chinese Turkistan. 
Pending the re-opening of communications 
with that dependency he is committed to 
prison, having been branded on one cheek 
with the words “ guilty of using stupefy- 
ing drugs,” and on the other with the words 
‘*gentenced to transportation.” The au- 


thorities of the province in which the 
father of one of the condemned criminals 
lives will be desired to call him to account 
for his failure to keep his son under due 
restraint ; and the Magistrate of the Dis- 
trict where the robbery was committed is 
held bound under the usual penalties to 
complete the arrest of the remaining of- 
fenders. 

April 24th.—(1) Reports rendered by the 
Prince of Li, the captain-general of the 
Constabulary Ying-yuan, and other high 
officials, of the completion of the scrutiny 
of the candidates who entered yesterday 
for the first three days’ examination. 

(2) ‘The Constabulary yamén_ report 
having arrested aculprit named Chao Yung- 
ho, who was intending to lay a supplica- 
tion before his Majesty in person. An 
order for his delivery to the Board of Pun- 
ishments is requested. 

(3) The Board of War report the penalty 
incurred by Mut’ushen, the Manchu com- 
mander-in-chief of Ninghia, for a mistake 
committed in a memorial to his Majesty. 
Rescript: ‘‘ Let Mut’ushen be mulcted in 
one year’s salary.” 

(4) The Governor-General of Fukien 
and Chekiang reports a case of enforced 
exchange, in conformity with regulation, 
between two officers of the rank of Ma- 
jor. One of them, being connected by 
marriage with the family of the provincial 
commander-in-chiefy cannot remain within 
the latter’s jurisdiction, and is ordered to 
exchange with an officer of corresponding 
rank now stationed at Wén-chow in Che- 
kiang. 

(5) The same high official lauds, in a 
postscript memorial, the ability and inte- 
grity of an expectant Taotai named K‘i 
T‘ien-min, who has been for the last ten 

ears at the head of the joint Customs’ and 

i-kin office at Nan-t‘ai (Foochow). The 
importance of this point as an emporium 
of foreign trade is adverted to, and it is 
stated that the officer in question has gained 
by his activity and impartiality the confi- 
dence alike of Chinese and foreign mer- 
chants. More than 10,000,000 'I'aels have 
been raised by him during his tenure of 
office, which have gone to supply Peking 
and the provinces with the funds they 
needed. It is requested that the brevet 
title of Financial Commissioner be con- 
ferred upon him. 

April 25th.—(1) The themes issued for 
the first portion of the triennial examina- 
tions are published. 

(2) The Governor-General of Sze-ch’wan 
reports the gratifying desire of certain 
aboriginal tribes on the border of the Pro- 
vince, who have been subject to Chinese 
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control since the early part of last century, 
to be admitted to the status of ordinary 
subjects of the Empire, placed on the foot- 
ing of the tax-paying population, and per- 
mitted to share in the boon of competition 
at the literary examinations. This memo- 
rial is referred for the consideration of the 
proper Board. 

April 26th.—(1) The programme of the 
Imperial movements for to-morrow is set 
forth. His Majesty will leave Peking by the 
N. W. gate, and proceed to inspect the 
works in progress at the An-yew Palace, 
&c., (Yiian Ming Yiian), after which 
his Majesty will return to the city by the 
same route. 

(2) At the instance of the Supervisor 
Pien-pao-ts’iian, a Decree is issued in 
favour of a Ki-jén named Sieh Hwang- 
chang, who had been excluded from the 
privilege of entering at the forthcoming 
competition owing to defects found in his 
productions at the test examinations. <A 
commission of enquiry is appointed to in- 
vestigate his case. 

(3). A Decree. Wénsiang having memo- 
rialized Us, stating that his complaint gives 


' no sign of recyvery and again imploring 


leave to retire from office, We ordain that 
he be granted a further extension of leave 
for two months for the benefit of his health, 
and be not required to vacate his office. 
Respect this! 

April 27th.—(1) An address of thanks 
has been presented by the Grand Secretary 
Wénsiang, for the extension of sick-leave 
granted to him. “ 

(2) The Board of Civil Office memorialize 
stating the penalties adjudged against cer- 
tain of the functionaries in Yiin-nan, whose 
remissness in dealing with a case of com- 

laint led up to the murder of a Prefect, as 

tely reported. The Provincial Commis- 
sioner of Justice, Ch‘éng Hien, and the 
District Magistrate concerned, are each to 
be degraded two steps and to be removed 
to other employ.—The Imperial rescript 
modifies this sentence to the extent of 
making the degradation to one step only in 
each case. 

(3) An Imperial Decree ordains the 
erection of a memorial temple in honour 
of Shén Chao-shén, formerly acting 
Governor-General of Shensi and Kansuh, 
who lost his life some years ago, in the 
active prosecution of operations quelling 
the Mahommedan troubles, by drowning 
in a sudden flood. 

April 28th._{1) The Prince of Kung 
pays his respects on the expiry of his 
congé. 

(2) The Constabulary yamén and the 
Court of Sacrificial rites report that a fire 


thas taken place in the palladium temple 
i(ch’éng-hwang-miao), by which between 
i: sixty and seventy divisions of the build- 
ving have been destroyed. 
x (3) Ts‘ang King-t‘ien is appointed Judi- 
scial Commissioner of Ytin-nan (in place of 
i: the officer whose degradation was announced 
yesterday). 
:; (4) The themes for the second division 
sof the competitive examinations are pro- 
 mulgated. 
: (5) Shén Yi-ying, Governor of Yiin-nan, 
3 memorializes reporting his accession to 
office as acting Governor-General. In 
reply to the original appointment conferred 
upon him by His Majesty, he had memo- 
4 Yialized representing his utter unworthiness 
of the additional honour, but his excuses 
«had not been accepted, and a vermilion 
: Fescript had called upon him to undertake 
: the discharge of the higher duties imposed 
upon him, without further refusal. Al- 
, though thoroughly convinced of his own 
). utter incapacity, like that of the pelican 
which (according to a verse of the Book of 
1 Odes) sits idly on the dyke, and of his in- 
; competence to perform the task before him 
:—fitly illustrated by a quotation from 
; Chwang-tsze, comparing his efforts to those 
30f a gnat endeavouring to upheave a 
x Mountain—the Governor bows to the Im- 
¢ perial will, and takes over the seals of office 
in the absence of the Governor-General. 
(6) The rest of this day’s Gazette is 
Principally occupied with postscript memo- 
3 Tials from the above-named official, relat- 
ing to sundry administrative details in 
s Yinnan. The most noticeable of these 
18 an application for the issue of fresh Im- 


: perial patents for the different 


: Taotai-ships throughout the Province, the 
* original documents having perished during 
f the late insurgent troubles. At the 
; capital itself, owing to its capture in 1863 
; by the rebel-leader Ma Yung [5 ae, 


¢ most if not all of the Government offices 

y Were pillaged by the insurgents, and the 

: greater part of the official archives con- 
sequently perished. 

: (7) Wén-yih, Superintendent of Customs 
tat Foochow, memorializes reporting the 
¢ arrival of a junk with tribute from Loo- 
«choo. The merchandize brought by this 
; Vessel is found to be liable to payment of 
» duty to the amount of Taels 134.3.3.7.5, 
~ Which sum, in conformity with precedent, 

is graciously remitted. 
; April 29 and 30.—No documents of in- 
{: terest in these two days’ Gazettes. 

_ May Ist. (1). In addition to the usual 
| list of presentations, applications for leave 
from duty, etc., it is recorded that Ngén- 
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ling having committed a breach of etiquette 
in introducing to audience, requests that 


‘a penalty be adjudged against himself. 


(2). Jui-lien, Military Governor of 
Jéh-ho, applies for the deprivation of office 
ofa District Mayistrate who has obtained 
his preferment by false personation. It 
appears that an individual named Chao- 
Yung-chén, otherwise called Chao K’i- 
hung, is the son of a former incumbent of a 
Magistracy in Kiang-si, where he purchased 
a grade of nominal literary rank, after 
which, in return for certain contributions 
to military funds, he was permitted to 
become a Prefect’s Assistant in Shantung. 
In 1868, after living for some years in 
retirement, he took the new name of 
Chao K’i-hung, and got himself employed 
as a clerk in a Government office. Ob- 
taining successive recommendations, he 
managed to rise through various minor 
titular grades to the rank of expectant 
Magistrate, but all in his old name of 
Chao Yung-chén. In 1871he resigned his 
clerkship under the alias he bore, and 
in 1873 he gained his substantive advance- 
ment to the Magistrate’s list. Having 
been detected in these subterfuges, he is 
not a man to be entrusted with a position 
of authority, and the Military Governor 
consequently lays the matter before the 
Throne.—Rescript : Let Chao Yung-chén, 
alias Chao K’i-hung, be forthwith depsived 
of his rank. Let the Board of Civil Office 
take note. 

May 2.—The Censors of the Western 
division of Peking memorialize, reporting 
a case of suicide involving a criminal 
charge. It was reported to them on the 
31st March, by a woman named Chang 
Whang-she, that her aunt by marriage, 
Wang Liu-she, had cut her throat, where- 
upon an official was despatched together 
with the examiner of corpses and a female 
nurse, to hold an inquest on the body 
of the deceased. The evidence taken 
is to the effect that Wang Liu-she 
had:a daughter named Liu Urh, aged 
17, whom, a week before the suicide 
was committed, she sent to deponent’s 
house, informing her that two women had 
lately applied to her for the hand of her 
daughter in marriage with a young gentle- 
man in the Board of Revenue, and had 
obtained from her the paper of nativity 
as usual in such cases. It subsequently 
appeared that the girl was wanted fora 
concubine and not as legitimate wife, upon 
which the mother had demanded the re- 
turn of the nativity-paper ; but the go- 
betweens had refused to deliver it up, 
threatening on the contrary to carry 
off Liu Urh by force. The deponent had 


gone on the following day to Wang Liu- 
she’s house, where she saw the two go- 
betweens, who still refused to surrender 
the document. Six days later, deponent 
was informed that Wang Liu-she had cut 
her throat. In laying out the deceased 
for interment, the nativity-paper of the 
intended bridegroom was found on _ her 
bed, and was delivered into the hands of 
the authorities. The daughter’s evidence 
was to the same effect, and a woman to 
whom the house belongs in which deceased 
had taken lodgings, deposed that the in- 
tended bridegroom, young Mr. Shén, had 
come to the door one day, with some com- 
panions, and violently abused the deceased. 
The intended bridegroom had been sum- 
moned to give his evidence hereupon, and 
had persisted in alleging that the girl was 
negotiated asa concubine only, and that 
he had never been to the mother’s house 
_ to make a disturbance. In their final 
report, the Censors observe: that as the 
case is one of violent death precipitated in 
consequence of matrimonial negotiations 
on behalf of a person holding official rank, 
and as the parties to the case give irrecon- 
cileable evidence at present, owing perhaps 
tq the want of power to apply torture in 
the preliminary investigation, they recom- 
mend that the case be sent before the 
Board of Punishments. (A Rescript has 
already been issued assenting to this, and 
suspending the official in question from his 
rank pending the trial.) 


May 38rd.—Tso Tsung-t’ang, Governor- 
Geueral of Shensi and Kansuh, memo- 
rializes respecting the supply of funds for 
the forces which are to move beyond the 
Wall for the subjugation of the revolted 
Mahommedan territories. The three divi- 
sions are severally commanded by Kin-shun 


i, (Commander-in-chief), Chang Yao 


Bez, and Ngéh-urh-k’ing-ngeh. ‘The 
last-named officer has under him 4 force of 
376 cavalry, including three hundred 
Manchus from the Kirin and Amur regions. 
Chang Yao has 12 battalions of foot and 
two of horse, the commissariat of which is 
to be provided from Honan; and Kin-shun 
has under his personal command thirty 
odd battalions of horse and foot, the in- 
fantry numbering 500 men per battalion 
and the cavalry 250. The total force of 
the three divisions is about 17,000 men of 
all arms, including 2,000 troops formerly 
commanded by Ch’éngluh, (the general 
now lying under sentence of death at 
Peking); and with officers, servants, and 
coolies, the total number is very nearly 
20,000 men. Coming to the question of 
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commissariat expenditure,—provisions ar: 
to be collected in Kansuh and sent forwari 
through the Yii-mén Pass and by way oi 
Ngan-si Chow, and taking all expenses intv 
account, including outlay for packing. 
transport, and service of every kind, th+ 
cost per hundred catties of provision will 
be on an average Taels 11.7. ‘The cost v: 
forage will be a little less. Transport ex- 
penses swallow up many times the amour 
of the actual prime cost of the supplies. 
As regards the raising of funds to mee: 
these requirements, the province is 8 
thoroughly impoverished by the hostilities 
of late years as to be incapable of supply- 
ing any contributions, and the population 
itself has to be supported by Government. 
the very supplies fer this purpose needan: 
to be transported at Government expense. 
In conformity with the Imperial order: 
issued at the instance of the Board ut 
Revenue, the Governor-General lays the 
above particulars concerning the constitu- 
tion and requirements of the campaignin~ 
force before his Majesty, asking that the 
necessary funds be provided inthe manner 
that may seem best to the Board. 

A postscript Memorial from the same 
high officer acknowledges the receipt of a 
cabinet despatch informing him that the 
force commanded by Ming-ch’un has ar- 
rived at Hami. He observes that the 
funds required for this force have hithertv 
been‘supplied from the Provinces of Sze- 
ch’wan, Hupeh, and Shensi, and it ap- 
pears, furthermore, that the amount oi 
monthly requisitions on this head is Taels 
70,000. Tt was lately ordered by a decree 
that, of this monthly subsidy, one-sixth 
should be diverted to the pay-chest of Kin- 
shun’s force, and the Governor-General 
proposes that the whole amount shall pass 
through Kin-shun’s hands, the amount re- 
quired by Ming-chun being issued by that 
officer. 

May 4th.—(1) The constabulary Yamén 
reports the apprehension of a. woman of 
the Imperial lineage (tsung-shih) who was 
endeavouring to lay a supplication before 
his Majesty, and they request permission 
to hand her over tothe Imperial Glan 
Court and the Board of Punishments. 
Also, the apprehension of a woman named 
Wany Sun-she for the same offence, whom 
they request permission to hand over to 
the Board of Punishments. 

(2) A Decree. The Province of Kwei- 
chow having now been brought to a state 
of tranquillity, and considering that the 
exertions from first to last of the Governor- 
General, Governor, and Commander-in- 
chief of the said province jn the conduct of 
military affairs have been truly deserving 


; of commendation, we ordain that Liu Yoh- 
- chao, Governor-General of Yiinnan and 
; Kweichow, Tséng Pi-kwang, Governor, 


and Chow Ta-wu, Commander-in-chief of 
K-weichow, be handed over to the Boards 
for recommendation to distinguished re- 


. wards. 


(3) The general-in-chief of the Cunsta- 
bulary memorializes laying before the 
Throne a case of complaint on the part of 
a native of Chihli named Wang Ts’ing- 


, ytian, to the effect that in consequence of 
. an unfounded charge brought before the 


* father, 


District Magistrate by one of his re- 
venue-clerks named Kwoh P’ei-chéng, 
who had sought to impose unauthorized 
amounts of taxation, the complainant’s 
named Wang K’i-yiin, had 


. been thrown into prison and done to 
' death. On the complaint being investi- 


gated, Wang Ts’ing-yiian deposed that in 
July 1871 his father had gone in person to 


; the District Magistracy of Yiian-ch’éng 
i FU to pay his taxes, whereupon an 


amount in excess of the regulation levy 


* was demanded of him by the revenue clerk, 


which he refused to pay. Theclerk falsely 
denounced him to the Magistrate, who 
had him seized, beaten, and thrown into 


‘ prison, where he died. His remains were 


carried by underlings of the yamén to com- 
plainant’s house, when it was seen that 
open wounds and scars existed on the 


‘ abdomen of the deceased. Complainant 


was about to demand an inquest, but was 


: denied access to the Magistrate by one of 
: his runners ; and being intimidated against 
' appealing to the District and Provincial 


‘ authorities, he had come to lay his com- 
‘ plaint at Peking. 


The Constabulary 
department, in view of the gravity of the 


| charge, lay a copy of the statement before 
; his Majesty and await the Imperial com- 


mands.—By a decree already published 
the high provincial authorities are directed 


» to investigate the case. 


(4) The general commanding the naval 
squadron on the Yang-tsze, Li Ch’éng- 
mow, makes report of his periodical trip 
of inspection. In papier’ with the 
regulations, the general of the Yang-tsze 


» fleet is bound to reside for one-half of the 


+ year at T’ai-p’ing Fu, and for the remain- 
« ing half at Yoh-chow Fu, and to patrol 
* the river annually. The Superintendent- 
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general of the Yang-tsze, P’éng Yii-lin, 


’ wil) this year begin his tour of inspection 
+ from a point in Hunan, and Li Ch’éng-mow, 
i ascending the river, will meet him at a 


central point to exchange notes. 
(5) The Constabulary yamén_ report 


. another case of appeal. Kiang She-kao, a 
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native of the Ch’ang-yih District in Shan- 
tung, complains of the murder of his sister 
by a man named Yen Kwei-chow. The 
murdered woman was married to one of 
the Yen family, among whom a series of 
family disputes are recounted, of which 
the result was that the husband, Yen Sin- 
chow, was murdered by one of his kinsfolk 
during a dispute over some contraband 
salt-pans, and his corpse was carried by 
the murderers to the widow’s house. The 
murderers, Yen Kwei-chow, Ma Kien-yeh, 
and their accomplices next proceeded to 
bind complainant’s sister (the widow) with 
cords, after which they hacked her twice 
with some sharp instrument, and finally 
killed her by a blow with a chopper. 
A substitute for the real offender in 
this case was brought forward, and 
Ma Kien-yeh delivered himself up to 
justice, but the Magistrate, on hearing 
the case, compelled the parties to acknow- 
ledge the accusation as settled. No punish- 
ment has been inflicted on the actual per- 
petrators of the crime, and only the sub- 
stitute, Yen Féng-yin, remains in prison. 
On laying this before the Throne, his 
Majesty has issued a Decree in the usual 
terms, remitting the case to the Provincial 
authorities for investigation. ‘ 

May 5.—(1) On the application of Tséng 
Pi-kwang, Governor of Kweichow, a Decree 
is issued ordaining the erection of a me- 
morial temple in honour of a former go- 
vernor of the Province, named Tsiang 
Wei-yiian He By im. 

(2) A Decree is issued with further re- 
ference to the complete tranquillization of 
Kweichow. The Boards are instructed to 
recommend appropriate marks of distino- 
tion for a long list of Governors-General, 
Governors, Generals, and other provincial 
functionaries, present and past, who ren- 
dered services to the cause by promoting 
the supply of funds and otherwise. 

(3) The Brigadier of a division of the 
naval forces of Fukien makes report of his 
annual sea-cruise, in conformity with 
general instructions issued to this effect in 
1844. The cruise of 1873, lasting from the 
second to the ninth noon, was duly carried 
out by the Brigadier of Fu-ning, with the 
happiest results in the way of efficiency 
and discipline. 

May 6th—(1) The Governor of Honan 
reports the particulars of a case of wholesale 
murder, committed in revenge for acts of 
adultery. A prisoner named Hu Kw’ang- 
che has been sent forward by the Magistrate 
fo his district for trial at K’ai-féng Fu, 
where, on full investigation, it has been 
found that in 1863 the prisoner went with 


his mother and his wife to lodge in the 
house of a man named Kiang ‘a-yung ; 
and that this man took the opportunity 
of forming in illicit connection with both 
women, which went on for some time 
without prisoner’s knowledge, until at 
length the scandal became bruited abroad 
and came to his ears. With the resolution 
of seizing the guilty parties in the act he 
came home one evening, and bursting 
open a door was on the point of grappling 
with Kiang Ta-yung, when the adulterer 
managed to escape from his grasp. The 
prisoner, for the sake of his mother’s repute, 
refrained from bringing his complaint 
before the authorities, but he put away 
his wife, and his mother shortly afterwards 
hid her disgrace by a second marriage 
during her son’s absence from home. The 
prisoner, learning that Kiang ‘l'a-yung had 
fled to the Province of Shensi, and har- 
bouring designs of vengeance against the 
author of his wrongs, proceeded to that 
province, where he enlisted as a brave and 
maintained diligent but ineffectual search 
after his enemy. In the early part of 
1873 he took his discharge and returned 
home, and as he was pursuing his journey 
he accidentally encountered the man of 
whom he was in search standing at his own 
doorway. Prisoner at once attacked him 
with the intention of taking his life, and 
pursued him into the house, where he 
struck at him with an iron pole which he 
snatched up from the doorway. With this 
weapon he battered Kaing Ta-yung to death 
(inflicting wounds which are described in 
detail), and having effected his deadly 
purpose he was making off, when the 
murdered man’s wife and son ran up and 
endeavoured to seize him. Drawing a 
dagger, Hu Kw’ang-che stabbed the woman 
in several places, until she relaxed her 
grasp and fell down, and he disengaged 
himself in the same manner from the son, 
who dropped insensible after receiving 
many wounds. Hu Kw’ang-che was on 
the point of making off when a grandson 
of Kiang Ta-yung endeavoured further to 
detain him, upon which he again made 
use of his dagger with deadly effect, first 
stabbing the lad and at length, in his 
determination to escape, severing his 
windpipe with a fatal gash across the 
throat, which caused immediate death. 
Seized, notwithstanding these efforts, by 
some of the villagers, Hu Kw’ang-che was 
committed to prison, the wounded woman 
dying shortly afterwards. The son recover- 
ed ; but prisoner is found guilty of having 
taken the lives of two persons of one 
family, without counting the murder with 
which he began in the case of Kiang Ta- 
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yung. The circumstances of the crime, 
under the provisions of divers enactments, 
leave it doubtful whether he should 
be ‘‘summarily beheaded” or ‘‘be im- 
prisoned to await strangling afterrevision of 
the sentence at Peking ;” and this point 
is submitted for His Majesty’s decision. — 
Rescript: Let the Board of Punishments 
form an opinion and report to Us without 
delay. 

(2) The Governor of Honan reports the 
removal of the Magistrate of the Sze-shuei 
District from office, and the institution of 
enquiry into the causes of a tumult that 
has lately occurred in his Yamén. The 
district is, it appears, noted for turbulence ; 
and on a report arising among the tax- 
payers that a fee of two cash under the 
head of ‘‘charge for stationery” was about 
to be exacted by the revenue-clerks on the 
issue of each receipt, a mob assembled, 
broke the doors and windows of the pay- 
office, and finally burst into the yamén 
itself. One man was killed in the course 
of the riot, which the Magistrate vainly 
endeavoured to appease. On this fatal ac- 
cident happening, the mob at length took 
to flight. The revenue-clerks and the 
ringleaders of the disturbance are to be 
arrested, and sent to the provincial capital 
for trial by the officer who has been placed 
in acting charge of the District. 

May 7th.—(1) His Majesty will to-mor- 
row proceed at 5 a.m. to the Ta-Kao-Tien 
to offer worship, and thence will proceed 
to the Imperial Park (the King-Shan, or 
Prospect Hill, behind the Palace), where 
he will offer worship in the Show Hwang 
Tien. Re-entering the Palace, his Majesty 
will at 7 a.m. ascend the K’ien Ts’ing pa- 
vilion, where he will accept the (birthday) 
congratulations. At 8 a.m. his Majeaty 
will take his seat to witness a theatrical 
performance. 


(2 and 3) Two memorials, by the Censo- 
rate Supervisors Hu Yii-yiin and Pien 
Pao-ts’iian respectively, with reference to 
the hardship inflicted upon a Ki jén gra- 
duate named Sieh Hwan-chang, aged up- 
wards of 60, from the Province of Yiinnan, 
by the revisers in preparation for the 
Doctorate examinations now in progress at 
Peking. Upwards of 30 names were placed 
in the fourth (and lowest) class at this 
revision, but Sieh Hwan-chang has been ex- 


cluded from the list altogether AR |} =, 


(and loses thus not only his chance of 
competing for the tsin-sze degree, but also 
the degrees he has already obtained). The 
Censor Hu alleges that great injustice has 
been done to this individual, who had 
scarcely recovered from the fatigues of his 


. immense journey when subjected to the 
| reviser’s examination, and he gives expres- 
_ sion to the discontent which is felt among 


the literary candidates owing to the harsh 
proceedings in this case.—A Rescript has 
appeared directing renewed enquiry. 

(4) The Grand Secretary Wén-siang, 
kneeling, represents that his long-continued 


_ illness gives no signs of recovery, and he 
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- der which he labours. 


again entreats the Imperial favour permit- 
ting him to resign his office and devote 
himself to the restoration of his health. 
Words are inadequate to express his gra- 
titude for the sacred favour already ex- 
tended toward him, as manifested in the 
leave of temporary retirement already ac- 
corded; but the Grand Secretary feels, 
with all his desire to reassume the discharge 
of his duties, that there is little hope of a 
recovery from the asthmatic complaint un- 
In the autumn of 


. 1870 he begged that he might be solely 


‘ employed in connection with foreign affairs, 
~ and relieved from all. other weighty busi- 


ness, in the hope of being able thus to 


* continue longer serviceable to his Majesty ; 


i SPE 


but for the last three years his infirmities 


. have gone on increasing, aud he finds him- 


_ self growing daily worse. 


Beside the 


. sufferings entailed by asthma, the Grand 


Secretary is afflicted with sleeplessness, 


* with a painful affection of the liver, and 


with intervals of loss of consciousness and 


“ memory. Even although permitted to 
* confine himself, as before solicited, to For- 
“ eign Affairs exclusively, he would be incap- 


: able of enduring the necessary exertion. 


He is consequently reduced to the necessity 
of begging permission to retire, although 
feeling that, his sixtieth year not having 


‘ been yet attained, he has not accomplished 


sy 


=~ o> 


the duty he owes to his Sovereign, as a dog 
or a horse to its master.—A Rescript, 
already published, grants in reply a fur- 
ther congé of two months. . 

May 8.—(1) The Governor of Chekiang 
memorializes soliciting distinguished re- 
wards for the officials, civil and military, 


: who have exerted themselves successfully 


‘ since 1870 in apprehending and executing 


several hundreds of the malefactors who 


‘ endeavoured to raise a rebellion at T‘ai- 


wees 


wea tA 


chow, and who murdered the Brigadier- 
General Ch’én Shao, while at sea. 
The perpetrators of these ‘acts were rem- 
nants of the*late (Taiping) insurrection, 
and greater merit attaches to the sup- 
pression of their movement than to the 
capture and punishment of ordinary 
brigands.—In response to the Governor's 
application, a Rescript is issued directing 
the proper Board to take action as re- 


{, quested, 
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(2) The Governor of Chekiang reports 
the measures taken last year for the sup- 
pression of an outbreak in the Sin-ch’ang 
District, the apprehension and execution 
of the principal offenders, and the hacking 
to pieces of the bodies of two of the ring- 
leaders. 

May 9th.—(1) The Prince of Tun and 
others return thanks for the gift of jade 
sceptres. 

(2) The President of the Board of Civil 
Office and his colleagues report their 
judgment in the case of the Judicial Com- 
missioner of Yiinnan, whose delay in 
adjudicating a charge of murder, the victim 
of which was a Brigadier-General who was 
set upon and beaten to death by the re- 
tainers of the Prefect with whom he had 
quarrelled, led to the assassination of the 
Prefect by the murdered man’s nephew 
(as already narrated in previous me- 
morials.) The judgment given is to the 
effect that the high official in question 
should lose a step of rank and be removed 
from his position.—A Rescript confirming 
this sentence has already appeared. 

(3) The Governor of Shantung reports 
that the first detachment of grain-junks, 
carrying the Shantung contingent, have 
been inspected and found in complete 
order, and would commence their journey 
northwards on the 10th April. 

May 10th.—(1) Yii-she, the High Com- 
missioner of Si-ming, memorializes extoll- 
ing the virtues of the deceased high official 
Shén Chao-shén, under whom he served 
in 1862, when the subject of his eulogium 
was conducting operations against the 
revolted Mahommedans, in his capacity of 
Acting Governor-General of Shensi and 
Kansuh. Wholly absorbed in the dis- 
charge of his public duties, Shén,Chao-shén 
gave no thought to his own rest or health, ' 
and he finally perished by drowning in a 
flood, owing to his determination to con- 
tinue a march across country and during 
weather which deterred even herdboys and 
pedlars from attempting to travel. The 
memorialist, having now again been 
stationed with his troops in the same part 
of the country, has the virtues of his 
former chief recalled to mind, and he begs 
that a memorial Temple may be erected 
in his honour, on the site of his former 
achievements,—A Rescript has been issued 
assenting to this proposal. 

(2) The Governor-General of Hu-Kwang 
reports a charge brought by a trader 
named Kiang Kwang-lin against an expec- 
tant-Captain named Yii Kia-hwei, who is 
accused of having trumped up a false 
charge against the complainant to the 
effect that he was engaged in selling coun- 


terfeit cash, upon which he entered his 
house, ransacked it for valuables, and bit 
the complainant across the fingers.—A 
Rescript directs the accused party to be 
stripped of his rank and placed on trial. 

(3) Yii-she, in addition to the foregoing 
memorial on behalf of his former chief, 
reports his resumption of office after the 
congé of two months granted him in 
February last on his applying for leave to 
retire from the service. His ailments 
have now been somewhat abated, and he 
will bestir himself strenuously in the 
discharge of his duties. He has among 
other things to go to meet and provide 
escort to a new "hubilhan or reémbodiment 
of a departed lama saint. 

May 11th.—(1) A Vermilion Pencil 
Edict announces that the result of the 
Triennial Examinations yields the follow- 
ing number of successful candidates: 9 
Manchus ; 3 Mongols ; 6 Chinese banner- 
men ; 25 natives of Chihli, 4 of Féngt’ien, 
23 of Shantung, 12 of Shansi, 19 of Honan, 
24 of Shensi and Kansuh, 27 of Kiangsu, 
19 of Nganhwei, 26 of Chekiang, 23 of 
Kiangsi, 15 each of Hupeh, Hunan, and 
Szech’wan, 20 of Fukien, 3 of Formosa, 
17 of Kwangtung, 14 of Kwangsi, and 13 
each of Yiinnan and Kweichow. (The 
above make 346 in all, out of some 6,000 
to 7,000 competitors). 

(2) The Governor-General of the Two 
Kiang, Li Tsung-hd, memorialises respect- 
ing the transport of the grain tribute from 
Kiangpeh (the north bank of the Yang- 
tsaze) along the Grand Canal, as directed 
by the arrangements concluded last year. 
The quantity of rice to be forwarded from 
the northern districts of Kiangsu has been 
duly purchased by officials appointed for 
the purpose,.and the grain, collected at 
proper points for embarkation, commencing 
with the month of April, is to be des- 
patched in twelve divisions. The Governor- 
General points out, however, that the state 
of the Canal is such as to render navigation 
along its southern portion very problem- 
atical, Since the bursting of the private 
dykes in the Ho-tseh, and other districts, 
the current has to a large extent been 
turned toward the south ; whilst from the 


Chao Wang river iE iy as far as Pa-li 


Miao vAN FA a the current of the Yellow 
River is very feeble, and cannot be utilized 
for adding to the volume [of the Canal]. 
Furthermore, all along the line at Tai 


Miao and Ma-kia-k’ow ei BR 
[J and from Chang-ts’iu oR AK to Lin- 
ts'ing yay the bed of the Canal is badly 
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silted up; and although dredging opera- 
tions have been instituted by the govern- 
ment of Shantung, yet, as the rising of the 
Yellow River is uncertain in point of time, 
and the course its current may take is not 
to be depended on, the Governor-General 
cannot vouch for the early arrival of the 
grain fleet at T’ungchow. ll that can be 
done by his subordinates will be done ; 
and he writes to the Governor of Shantung 
to urge that dredging be actively proceeded 
with. 

(3) In a further memorial the Governor- 
General reports that the amount of rice to 
be forwarded this year from Kiangpeh is 
105,872 piculs, together with 7,411 piculs 
of surplus, and 4,234 piculs by way of ra- 
tion allowance to the junkmen. 

(4) The Governor-General of Fukien and 
Chekiang, Li Ho-nien, announces in the 
proper strain of humility and self-depre- | 
ciation his assumption of the acting Go- 
vernorship of Fukien during the absence 
of the Governor, Wang K’ai-t’ai, who has 
supplicated permission to visit Peking for 


audience with his Majesty — AR ee 


pit R The Governor, similarly, re- 


ports his having handed over the seals of 
office on the 18th March, and his departure 
for the North on the 23rd of thesame 
month. 

May 12.—(1). The Prefect of Shun-t ‘ien 
Fu (Peking) reports that three inches of 
rain have fallen. 

(2 and 3). Memorials from Ying-tsiang, 
Judicial Commissioner of Sze-ch‘wan, re- 
turning thanks on his taking up the acting 
appointment of Financial Commissioner, 
and from Fu K’ing-i, the Salt and Tea 
Comptroller, on his accession to take 
charge of the office vacated by Ying-tsiang. 
These changes are consequent upon a visit 
to Peking on the part of the Financial 
Commissioner Wang Teh-ku, who has been 
granted an audience. 

(4). The Censors in charge of the 
Chinese section of Peking solicit a further 
extension of two months beyond the time 
at which the stations for the distribution 
of food should be closed—viz. the 20th 
April. They mention that at each of the 
stations—fifteen in number—the applicants 
for an allowance of fogd have ranged from 
700 or 800 up to 1,000 and upwards. 
There are still a great number of aged 
people, infants, and cripples to be provided 
for, and they consequently beg an exten- 
sion as above stated.—A Rescript acceding 
to the request has already appeared. 

May 13.—(1). A Decree. Sang Ch‘un- 
yung and three others have reported to 
Us on the case of Sieh Hwan-chang, the 


Kii-jen who was deprived of his degree, and 
whose examination papers they have in- 
spected. They recommend that he do not 
lose his degree, but, in conformity with 
the regulation in case of faulty pro- 
auctions, be subject to the penalty of ex- 
clusion from om triennial competition. 
The Board of Ceremonies likewise me- 
morialize recommending that, as before 
submitted, he be deprived of his degree. 
With the exception of the high officials 
who have already taken part in the present 
enquiry, the Presidents and Vice-Presi- 
dents of the Board of Ceremonies, and 
Sang Ch’un-yung and his associates, let 
the ministers of the nine superior offices of 
state take this matter jointly into consi- 
deration and make report. 

(2) The Captain-General of the Consta- 
bulary reports a complaint brought for- 
ward by anative of Honan, Chao Hai- 
shan, who accuses the concubine of a man 
named Su Héng-shan of causing the death 
of his sister, the legitimate wife of Su 
Héng-shan. Complainant isa farmet, whose 
sister, after marriage with the titular gra- 
duate above-named, was disliked by her 
husband owing to her ugliness, in ‘conse- 
quence of which he took to himself a con- 
cubine named Ch’un-hiang. This woman 
persecuted the wife in every imaginable 
way,so much so that the wife informed 
her mother repeatedly of her conviction 
that Ch’un-hiang meant to be the death of 
her; and at length, in March 1873, by 
some means unknown to the complainant, 
Ch’un-hiang did actually effect the murder 
of his sister. The husband sent word to 
him that she had committed suicide by 
hanging, upon which he went at once to 
the house, where he saw the body stark 
naked, with marks of blood on the palm 
of one hand, and discolourations on the 
right side. He at once petitioned the 
magistrate, but as that official was absent 
on an official errand, the sub-deputy came 
in his stead to hold an inquest. A nephew 
of the husband’s, however, got hold of 
the deputy, and by underhand means 
caused a‘delay of three days without 
an inquest. Complainant went tv ap- 
peal at the Prefecture, upon which the 
District Magistrate was ordered to hold 
the inquest ; but the husband bought up 
the inspector of corpses, Li Kin-kw’ei, who 
falsified the examination and made a lying 
return. Ppon this the Magistrate gave 
orders for a funeral, without regard to ex- 
pense; but the husband, setting this 
decision at nought, carried away the body 
under cover of night, and had the interment 
performed in secret. Complainant has 
met with rebuffs at all the successive stages 
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of his appeals, up to the Judicial Commis- 
sioner of the Province; and he conse- 
quently brings his accusation before the 
highest tribunal in the hope of obtaining 
justice.—Referred in the usual manner tu 
the high provincial authorities. 

(3) Another appeal case from Shantung, 
in which Chao Li-ch’ao accuses Chao Yang- 
téh and others of murdering his brother, 
whose wife he had unsuccessfully attemp- 
ted to seduce. Although the murderer 
confessed his guilt, the magistrate’s police 
seized complainant, tied him up, flogyed 
him, and extorted money from him. The 
whole family of the murdered man were 
tormented by the police, and complainant's 
appeals for redress have been, (as usual), 
unheeded.—Referred. 

(5) The Governor of Chekiang reports 
the completion of the shipment of his 
quota of grain for Peking. The amount 
of rice due for the year 1873 from the Pre- 
fectures of Hangchow, Kia-hing, and 
Huchow, amounting in all to 316,000 and 
odd piculs, having been collected in full, 
three successive shipments have been 
made, of which the last is now reported. 
By the 18th April there had been sent 
off by steamer, of the third and last deli- 
very, 91,200 piculs, and by junk 65,200 
piculs. The number of junks employed 
was 26. 

(6) The same functionary reports, addi- 
tionally, that as in consequence of the 
short crops last year the amount of rice 
leviable for shipment in Chekiang was 
below the proper figure, a sum of Taels 
70,000 had been provided from the Provin- 
cial revenue and handed over to a commis- 
sion for the purpose of buying up 40,000 
piculs of rice to be shipped with the Che- 
kiang produce, as already heretofore re- 
ported. ‘he Rice Comptroller has now 
written from Shanghai to state that the 
amount in question will suffice for the pur- 
chase of about 43,000 piculs, of which 
25,000 have already been brought down to 
Shanghai. The rice will be shipped to 
Tientsin by the vessels of the C. M. S. N. 
Company. 

May 14th.—(1) The Censorate memori- 
alize respecting an appeal case from anative 
of Shantung, named Wan Ling, who com- 
plains that his father, having gone to Hing- 
king (Manchuria) in 1858, with funds for 
the purchase of tobacco and hemp, was set 
upon and murdered by certain persons 
whose names are given, and who robbed 
him of 250 Taels. On complaint being 
lodged with the local authorities, the body 
of deceased was placed in a coffin deposited 
at the inn where he had lodged, but the 
assassins contrived by means of bribery to 


escape from all punishment. The com- 
plainant\is now moved to the present ap- 
peal owing to his having found that the 
remains of his father had been removed 
from the inn where they were originally 
deposited, on his proceeding to the spot last 
year to take charge of them.—Referred as 
usual. . 

(2) Ngéh-urh-k’ing-ngeh, Fu Tu-t’ung 
of the Liang-chow troops, reports his 
departure from his military station in 
command of the cavalry brigade which is 
to operate outside the Wall (as lately 
stated in Tso Tsung-t’ang’s memorial on 
the intended campaign). The three 
squadrons of Manchu cavalry placed under 
his command number 458 officers and men, 
all told, beside which a division of 414 
mounted men commanded hy Brigadier 
General Kwei Si-chéng has likewise been 
placed under his orders by the Governor- 
General. 

May 15th.—The Military Governor of 
Shéng King (Manchuria) reports the suc- 
cessful repulse of a foray made by a party 
of brigands on the small seaport of Ku 
Shan, in the gulf of Tartary, close to the 
Corean border. On the 1st of March some 
fifty or sixty brigands from beyond the 
frontier made an attack upon the town, 
but they were successfully beaten off ; and 
rewards and distinctions are besought for 
those who took part in the defence. 

May 16th.—(1) A Decree, allowing an 
additional sum of Tls. 1,800 toward the 
expenses of roadmaking, encampments, 
&c., during the late Imperial progress to 
the Mausolea. The amount previously 
allotted has been found insufficient to meét 
the heavy expend?ture entailed by the 
occasion, and the present allowance is to 
be issued from the provincial Treasury. 

(2) A Decree.—The Yamén of Foreign 
Affairs having memorialized, stating that 
the Russian Envoy has implored an 
audience to present a letter from his 
government, We decree that he be granted 
an audience. 

(3) Ming-ngan, a deputy of the Board 
of Punishments in the province of Shéng- 
king, memorializes respecting a feud be- 
tween certain civil and military officials of 
the town of Liao-yang Chow, who; having 
fallen out concerning certain sums of 
borrowed money, have mutually denounced 
each other. The civilian is stripped of his 
rank, and the military officer subjected to 
the judgment of the Board. 

ay 17th.—The Court Circular page of 
the Gazette contains an announcement in 
the usual form, of the course of progress to 
be followed by his Majesty to-morrow, when 
goihg in state to the Temple of Agricul- 
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ture, to fast and perform the annual 
ceremonies. 

The remainder of this day’s Gazette is 
taken up with memorials from the 
Governor of Kwei-chow, expressing ac- 
knowledgments of the service rendered by 
divers Provincial Governments in supply- 
ing funds for the military operations in 
progress for the last 20 years, which have 
at length terminated in the complete 
pacification of the Province. The Decrees 
in answer to these memorials have already 
appeared. 

May 18th.—The Court Circular an- 
nounces the arrangements for his Majesty’s 
return to the Palace from the Temple of 
Agriculture. . 

(1) A Decree, setting forth the Imperial 
decision in the case of the quarrel between 
Ch’ang-shun, the acting Military Governor 
of Uliasutai, and his coadjutor Wén- 
K’wei, who denounced each other last year 
for a multitude of trifling delinquencies. 
Their want of regard for decorum is 
severely reprehended, and the Board is 
called upon to name fitting penalties both 
in their case and with reference to minor 
officials implicated in the charges advanced. 

May 19th.—(1) The Court Circular an- 
nounces that his Majesty will to-morrow 
leave the palace, and proceed by certain 
gates to the Spring Lotus Pavilion, where, 
after transacting business, his Majesty will 
breakfast and give audience to high offi- 
cials. Thence, passing by the Ch’ui Hwa 
Gate, and, after a short halt af the Wu 
Ch’éng Hall, his Majesty will proceed to 
the Tsze Kwang Koh, where audience (of 
the Russian Minister) will be held. After 
this his Majesty will return to the Palace. 

(2) The Governor of Chekiang memoria- 
lizes regarding the repairs which are needed 
for the sea-wall in the District of Hai-yen 
(Bay of Hang-chow). This structure was 
founded in the time of the Ming dynasty, 
when a stone wall several thousand cha 
in length was built, together with a dyke 
or retaining wall of earth ; and throughout 
the 17th and 18th centuries repairs to this 
necessary work of defence against the action 
of the waves were frequently called for. 
About the year 1821, a system was laid 
down for the execution of annual mainten- 
ance works, under the supervision of the 
local authorities and gentry, but during 
the rebellion all works were necessarily 
suspended. It was not until 1866 that, 
under the Governorship of Ma Sin-i, a 
renewed survey and estimate of cost of 
repairs were undertaken, when it was found 
that the damaged portions of the embank- 
ment consisted of 187 chang of stone wall, 
553 chang of earthwork, and 28 chang of 
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: timber. As regards the stone wall, the 

dimensions of the ancient structure are 
* about 2 chang (say 24 feet English) in 
‘ height and breadth, or nearly double the 
‘i dimensions of sea walls at present under 
: construction at certain other points in the 
: Hang-chow Prefecture. The blocks of stone 
employed were 5 ch’ih in length and 14 
4 ch’ih in width. To carry out the work on 
: this scale would entail an expenditure 
“ for which it is impossible to provide 
* funds. The Governor contemplates, there- 

fore, certain modifications in the mode 
‘ of construction, as each section of 
* the. work may render necessary. A 
: plan pursued early in the reign of Tao 

Kwang, under the direction of the then 
2 District Magistrate, which consisted in 
# building up a wall of rubble, secured with 
= clamps, strongly cemented, and backed- 
' with chunam, has been found most 
* durable, and this is to be followed in the 
* present instance. 

May 20.—({1) The Court Circular con- 
tains the following announcements of to- 
“ day’s movements :— 
¢ The Board of Works, the Banqueting 
Court, and the two divisions of the Im- 
| perial Guards took turn of duty. No 
presentations were made. 

i “ Ts’ung-lun returned thanks on being 
placed in temporary charge of seals. 

' “. The Grand Secretary Shan memorialized, 
* requesting leave to retire. 

Ying-yiian paid his respects on the 
expiry of his congé. 

{  Tgai-ts’ung and Kwei-féng severally 
' applied for a few days’ congé. ‘ 

: “Phe Governor of Shun-t’ien Fu reports 
* the fall of over an inch of rain in Peking. 
© The Privy Council had audience. 


(2) A Decree. The Grand Secretary 
Shan Mow-k’ien having memorialized Us, 
. Stating that his restoration to health can- 
* not be looked for, and imploring that his 
" office may be vacated, We decree that he 
be permitted to vacate his office, and to 
" return to his native place for the benefit 
” of his health, 


# May 21.—The Acting Governor-General 
y of the Grain Transport memorializes, 
« Yeporting the despatch of rice-laden junks 
} by the Grand Canal for Peking. All 
« possible endeavours having been used 
; toward the necessary repairs and dredging 
y of the Canal, 543 junks, carrying 104,000 
;: and odd piculs of rice, had reached Tsing- 
: kiang P’u by the 31st March, and these 
y Were all dragged over the lock by the 9th 
j April. By the 23rd of the same month 
5 the whole fleet had been dragged over the 
4 three remaining locks, named respectively 
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Fu-hing jhig i, T’ung-tsi i 78, and 
Hwei-tsi rl im ; after which they set out 
together to sail northward. 

The remainder of this day’s Gazette is 
wholly occupied by postscript memorials 
from Kin-shun, Commander-in-chief of 
the army in Kansuh, respecting adminis- 
trative details. 

May 22.—(1) The Governor-General of 
Chihli, the Grand Secretary Li Hung- 
chang, memorializes, applying for decora- 
tions in reward of the exploit performed 
by certain local officials in capturing an 
ex-rebel, who has been brought to justice 
and executed. The offender in question, 
having been imprisoned for an abduction 
in 1861, was released from the jail in 
which he was confined on the capture of 
the city of Ch’ao-yang a month or two 
afterwards by a band of rebels, among 
whose ranks he took service. A long 
career of brigandage is recorded against 
him subsequently, until, in 1869, hoe fell 
into the hands of the authorities and was 
summarily executed. The department 
Magistrate is recommended. for a peacock- 
feather of the second class, and a number 
of minor functionaries are proposed for 
appropriate tokens of approbation.—Re- 
ferred to the Board for report. 

(2) The same high official memorializes 
with reference to a large balance of funds 
expended in 1858, on behalf of the Court, 
by the then Governor-General of Chih-li, 
K’ing-k’i. The Imperial Mausoleum (of 
Hien-féng) being then in course of con- 
struction, a Decree was issued ordering any 
surplus timber from the works in progress 
at the Taku Forts to be handed over to the 
Board of Works for that purpose, and, in 
obedience to these orders, 8,736 balks were 
handed over to officials deputed to take 
charge of them for conveyance to the site 
of the tomb. The original cost of these 
materials had been advanced by the Go- 
vernor-General himself, to the amount of 
Taels 42,017.6. Toward repayment he had 
received from the local pay-department 
only Tls. 16,729.2.6.8, leaving a balance 
due of Tls. 25,288.3.3.2. The Customs’ 
and Salt Gabelle Treasuries of Tientsin, and 
the Timber-duty Customhouse of To-lun, 
are the departments from which repay- 
ment of this amount should be made ; but 
they have not had the means of meeting 
the claim; and the son of the deceased 
lender, who is now filling the post of 
Vice-president of the Granaries, offered 
some time ago to contribute Tls. 20,000 
out of the above claim under the head 
of subscription to war expenses. The 


offer was made to the late Imperial 
Commissioner Séng-ko-lin-sin, but it was 
overlooked in the confusion incident upon 
a state of warfare. The official in ques- 
tion now proposes to surrender the balance 
of his claim, in addition to the amount 
previously given up, in order to wind up 
the matter ; and he states that he does not 
venture to ask for any reward in return. 
Notwithstanding this act of abnegation, 
the Governor-General observes that cer- 
tain rules exist in connection with contri- 
butions on public account, and that the 
recompense declined by Yen-hii should 
be transferred to his kinsfolk or children 
as may be most expedient.—Referred to 
the Board of Revenue. 

May 23rd—(1). The Court circular an- 
nounces the details of the route to be 
followed by his Majesty in the course of a 
visit to-morrow to the works in progress 
at Yuen-ming-yuen. 

(2) A Decree is issued respecting the 
case of Sieh Hwan-chang, the candidate 
from Yiin-nan for the triennial examina- 
tions who was turned back by the test 
examiners and stripped of his Kw jén 
degree. On the report made by the Nine 
Superior Courts that the style of his com- 
position, although obscure and inferior, is 
nevertheless not wholly incorrect, the 
Kii-jén degree is restored as an act of 
exceptional grace, with the proviso that 
Sieh Hwan-chang is debarred from com- 
peting at the present examinations. 
‘Wan Ts’ing-li, President of the Board 
of Cerenionies, is handed over to the 
Board for adjudication of a penalty in 
consequence of the impropriety of his con- 
duct in observing, as he did, before the 
present question was laid before the Throne, 
that Sieh Hwan-chang had been oppres- 
sively dealt with. 

(3) A series of Decrees distribute between 
Pao-yiin, Shén Kwei-fén, and Mao Ch’ang- 
hi, some of the titular functions lately 
incumbent upon the Grand Secretary Shan 
Movw-k’ien. 

(4) A memorial from the Governor-Ge- 
neral of Chih-li reporting the precautionary 
measures taken at the period of flood after 
the break-up of the ice in’ the Yung-ting 
river. The Taotai in charge of the river 
was on the spot with his staff of civil and 
military officials when the ice began to give 
way, which took place this year earlier 
than usual, in the course of the 1st moon 
(Feb.-March). The river rose with great 
rapidity from a depth of 8 or 9 ch’th to 11 
or 12 ch'th; but notwithstanding the force 
and mutability of the current, the banks 
were preserved from danger by the efforts 
of those in charge. At the bridge of Lu 
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Kow (13 miles S.W. from Peking) there is 
now & depth of 84 ch’th. 

May 24th. (1) The Court of the Imperial 
Household memorialize respecting the ap- 
pointment to the superintendency of the 
Imperial manufacturing department at 
Soochow, the present incumbent of which 
willshortly have fulfilled his year of office. 

(2) The Governor of Kweichow memu- 
rializes on behalf of T‘ao Mow-lin, who 
was formerly stripped of his office as Com- 
mander-in-chief of the troops in Kansuh. 
Having been recommended to his Majesty’s 
favour for his valour in reducing the 
stronghold of the rebels at Sin-ch’éng, and 
in subduing the upper portion of the pro- 
vince, a rescript was issued restoring him 
to his original rank and exempting him 
from payment of repurchase money, as 

-also conferring on him again his peacock- 
feather, yellow jacket, and order of dis- 
tinction. The Board of “War, however, 
decided that as the oftence for which the 
original degradation had been imposed 
was neglect of regulations and corrupt 
conduct, causing the troops to break out in 
disorder and to disband, he ought not, in 
view of the serious nature of his offence, 
to be allowed to regain his rank and honours. 
To this decision the Imperial assent 
was signified last year. Now, however, 
the Governor represents anew the signal 
services rendered by T’ao Mow-lin, and in 
reply the following rescript is given in the 
vermilion pencil. ‘‘ Let T’ao Mow-lin be 
restored to his former footing. Let the 
Board of War take note.” 

The remainder of the Gazette is occupied 
by unimportant postscript Memorials from 
the same Governor. 

May 26th.—(1) A Decree.—Let Chao 
Kwang-shéng, the man who presented a 
supplication to us by the roadside yester- 
day, be handed over to the Board of 
Punishments for a rigorous examination. 

(2) Ying-yiian, Captain-General of the 
Constabulary, memorializes respecting an 
appeal brought by a native of K’ai-chow 
in Chih-li, named Ma Ch’ao-i, respecting 
the death of his uncle. This relative, 
named Ma King-féng, plied a ferry boat 
on that river at Kai-chow ; but, in 1872, 
on an occasion when some mounted high- 
waymen wanted to cross the river he 
delayed the passage, and in consequence of 
this the police who were in pursuit captured 
the offenders, One of the highwaymen, 
named Wang Sze, died while undergoing 
trial ; upon which his aiders and abettors, 
certain police runners of the District of P’u 
Chow in Shantung, named Fang Man, 
etc., taking vengeance for the delay at the 
ferry, seized plaintiff's uncle, carried him of 
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as a prisoner to P’u Chow, and confined 
him in an inn. Complainant’s grandfather 
went to K’ai Chow to lodge a complaint, 
and was accompanied to the Magistrate’s 
yamén by certain of the elders who vouched 
for his character and position; but 
hereupon the police-runners of P’u Chow, 
fearful lest their misdeed should be 
brought to light, put complainant’s uncle 
to death in theinn. Their next step was, 
by means of bribes, to induce a clerk in 
the judicial department falsely to intro- 
duce the murdered man’s name upon the 
records of certain cases of robbery. The 
grandfather and others of the family hav- 
ing petitioned the district magisirate, 
they were sent to lodge their complaint 
in Shantung, before the Provincial Chief 
Commissioner, Judicial Commissioner, 
and the Governor ; all of whom referred 
the case to the Magistrate of P’u Chow, 
who was good enough to direct petitioners 
to apply at the District Mayistracy of 
Ho-tséh for the records showing that Fang 
Man had given shelter and support to the 
mounted robbers, The parties implicated, 
however, managed by some unknown 
means to interpose delays, and complain- 
ant’s grandfather died, worn out with 
mental trouble. Complainant went again 
to the acting Judicial Commissioner of 
Shantung, and was once more referred 
back to P’u Chow. Despairing of redress, 
he now brings his appeal to Peking.—Re- 
ferred as usual. 

(3) Te’ien Ting-ming, Governor of Ho- 
nan, reports his departure on the 4th May 
from the provincial capital on a military 
tour of inspection, in obedience to the 
Imperial commands. He announces his 
intention of enforcing strict efficiency by 
the most searching measures of scrutiny 
into drill, discipline, and -aptitude on the 
part of officers for their position. 

(4) Ying-yiian reports another appeal 
case relating to P’u Chow in Shantung. 
Complainant, Li Han-k’ing, aged 44, a 
literary graduate, is a cultivator residing 
in the above-named department. In 1861 
certain rebel leaders, named Kao Kin-lan 
&¢., took and pillaged complainant’s 
village with their band, and killed com- 
plainant’s grandfather and father. They 
carried off complainant and two others, 
whom they held to ransom. After the 
recovery of the place by the troops, the 
perpetrators of these crimes, apprehending 
vengeance on the part of complainant, 
sought to induce him to let the matter 
drop, which he refused to do ; but all his 
attempts to gain a hearing at the provin- 
cial tribunals have failed.—Referred as 
usual. 
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(5) The Governor of Fukien, Wang K’ai- 
tai, reports having been overtaken by sick- 
ness at Soochow, while on his way to Peking 
for presentation, and begs for amonth’sleave 
to attend to the restoration of his health. 
He states that when passing through Shan- 
tung in 1862 he had a fall, through which 
his left knee was fractured. From this in- 
jury he has never recovered; he has 
always been subject to rheumatic pains, 
which have been aggravated by his service 
of late years in the damp climates . of 
Canton and Foochow. From time to time 
he is attacked with numbness in both 
hands, and by dizziness and loss of sight 
arising from mental strain,—Rescript : 
We grant one month’s leave. 

May 26.—(1) The Governor of Chekiang 
reports the completion of his tour of mili- 
ary inspection in the prefectures of Kia- 
hing and Hu-chow, and his intention of 
setting out on the 25th April for the tour 
of the remaining portions of the Province, 
with especial view to the inspection of the 
forces afloat. In the course of this journey 
he will visit Ningpo. From personal 
survey of the state of affairs in the two 
prefectures of Kia-hing and Hu-chow (the 
great centres of the silk industry), the 
Governor adds that, although they are still 
far from having regained their former pro- 
sperity, he is yet able to report a sensible 
improvement since his last visit in 1870, 
in the condition of the military organiza- 
tion, and that the people are contented. 
Notwithstanding the drought of the latter 
part of last summer, the authorities report 
a fair crop of silk. The excessive amount 
of snow and cold this spring has been to 
some extent injurious to the vegetable and 
grain crops. 

(2) The Governor of Shensi applies for 
sanction to a month’s congé which he has 
taken for the restoration of his health.— 
Granted by rescript. 

(3) A postscript Memorial from the 
Governor of Chekiang, representing that 
his departure from the Provincial capital 
on a tour of inspection necessitates some 
divergence frm the usual course of pro- 
ceedings with reference to the prisoners 
sent up for the ‘autumn trials.” It has 
hitherto been the rule that all cases con- 
nected with this annual assize should be 
brought forward for hearing by the begin- 
ning of the 4th moon, but as the Governor 
will be absent a couple of months on his 
present journey, and as it is not expedient 
to retain prisoners massed together for a 
length of time, he has thought it right 
to depute the chief provincial Commis- 
sioner to undertake the task of revising 
the sentences and of sending the prisoners 


back, thereupon, to their respective dis- 
tricts. On the Governor’s return, he will 
himself scrutinize each case in detail and 
lay his judicial report before the Throne.— 
Rescript: We have taken note. 

May 27th.—(1) The Constabulary yamén 
report the apprehension of two persons in 
the act of attempting te present supplica- 
tions to his Majesty by the roadside, and 
application is made for their delivery to 
the Board of Punishments, 

(2) The Governor General Li Ho-nien, 
acting also as Governor of Fukien, memo- 
rializes upon the escape of prisoners from 
jail. As reported by the District Magis- 
trate of Chang-p’u, on the night of the 
27th March, during a storm of wind and 
rain, seven prisoners whose names are 
given seized the opportunity, while their 
jailers. were fast asleep, to break their 
fetters, pull down a barricade, and dig a 
hole through the wall of the jail by which 
they got out and escaped. Fursuit was 
instituted, but ineffectually, and the Ma- 
gistrate himself, being absent at the time 
on business, hurried back immediately on 
receiving a report of the occurrence. Two 
of the prisoners in question were under 
sentence of transportation, commuted from 
that of strangling, for acts of homicide, 
and the remaining five were all under trial 
for murder cases. The Governor-General, 
dwelling on the exceptional gravity of this 
occurrence, requests that a rescript be 
issued stripping the deputy Magistrate, ex 
officio in charge of the jail, of his rank, 
and ordering him to be made a prisoner 
and placed on trial, as also that the Magis- 
trate himself may be temporarily stripped 
of hia rank but left in charge, with iu- 
structions to use every effort for the re- 
capture of the escaped felons. The pro- 
vincial high authorities have been directed 
to institute a searching euquiry into the 
circumstances of this case, with a view to 
ascertain whether any laxity of control or 
corrupt influences were at work in the 
matter. 

(3) Three high officials, conducting the 
works of construction at the Western 
Mausolea, report certain details of the build- 
ing works in progress. 

(4) Ts’ing-ngan, Brigadier-General in 
charge of the arrangements for the road- 
way to the Western Mausolea on the occa- 
sion of his Majesty’s visit in April last, 
applies for additional funds to meet the 
balance of expenditure unprovided for. 
He states that bridges had to be built, 
roadways made, camping-ground cleared, 
and four lodging-places for his Majesty at 
different stages of the journey constructed. 
For these and other necessary expenses he 
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had previously applied for a sum of Taels 
12,000, issued from the provincial Trea- 
sury and divided between the officials 
charged with the several sections of the 
work. Owing to the state of disrepair 
into which the roads had fallen, however, 
and to the damage done of late years by 
floods, the expenses have been heavier 
than estimated, and it was necessary to 
borrow for the moment Tis. 1,400 from a 
mercantile source in order to complete the 
works, At one place, moreover, where 
the Imperial lunch-station had been laid 
out according to the old rule with a cir- 
cumference of 80 chang, the Guides’ 
department called for an increase of dimen- 
sions by 40 chung, aud the additional cost 
incurred in this instance amounted tu 
T'ls, 400. The applicant therefore asks for 
a supplementary allowance of Tls. 1,800 
to meet the additional outlay.—Rescript 
granting this has already appeared. 

May 28th. —-(1) The Sacrificial Court hav- 
ing reported that tho8th dayo: the 5th moon 
(June 21) is the period of the summer 
solstice, when @ grand sacrificial ceremony 
is due to Earth at the square lake-altar, a 
rescript has been received in the following 
words: We will proceed in person to ac- 
complish the ceremony. Let Ts’tian-yeo, 
Yii-hwe:, Kwo-ts’i-sun and Chao-k’io se- 
verally make offerings at the four minor 
altars 

(2) The Governor-General of Fukien and 
Chekiang reports the circumstances and 
conclusion of a trial in which certain mili- 
tary officials are concerned. It appears 
that Lieutenant Colonel Hwang Tsai-ta’ing 
was stationed at Wéu-chow in Chekiang, 
where he had at one time acted for a certain 
period as Brigadier of the division. A lieu- 
tenant promoted from the ranks named Lin 
P’ei-yii and a certain K’ii Lien-shéng, who 
had beenstripped forsome offence of his rank 
as captain, were old acquaintances of his, 
and toward the end of 1871 Lin P’ei-yii, 
having opened a money-changer’s shop and 
being in want of capital, obtained a loan 
of 650 dollars from Hwang Tsai-ts’ing, 
through the agency of two middlemen, 
giving as security a house he held under 
mortgage, the rent of which, amounting to 
some 9,000 cash per month, was to be re- 
ceived by the lender by way of interest. 
Some weeks later Lin P’ei-yii obtamed a 
further loan of $200 from Hwang Tsaai- 
ts’ing, agreeing to pay interest thereon at 
the rate of three per cent per month, the 
entire amount to be repaid six months 
later. On the two occasions in question a 
deed of hypothecation and a promissory 
nove were severally drawn up, and the 
title deeds for the mortgaged house 


property were delivered tothelender. On 
the 22nd of the 5th moon of 1872 (and 
consequently before the expiry of the 
stipulated period) Hwang Tsai-ts’ing found 
himself in want of aia | and wished to 
recover the amount he had lent to Lin. 
As the middlemen were both absent, he 
asked K’ii Lien-shéng (the ex-captain) to 
proceed with him to the debtor’s house, 
where he demanded repayment. Lin re- 
plied that the money was not yet due, 
upon which Hwang Tsai-ts’ing, losing com- 
mand of his temper, threw down and broke 
a teatray which was on the table and, 
assisted by K’i Lien-shéng, raised an 
outcry, winding up by administering a 
blow with his fist which bruised Lin Péi- 
ya’s upper lip. Neighbours and passers-by 
came in to act as pacificators; and after 
the disturbance had come to an end, Lin 
P’ei-yi’s mother took her son to lodge 
a complaint with the District Magis- 
trate, who officially examined and took 
note of the bruise. On the other 
hand K’ii Lien-shéng, récollecting that 
in a certain theatrical company there 
had been an actor named Lin, whose fea- 
tures bore resemblance to those of Lin 
P’ei-yii, went to denounce the latter as 
* of impure origin”? before the Briyadier- 
General of Wén-chow. On the case being 
judicially investigated, Lin P’ei-yii deposed 
that his loan negotiated with Hwang Tsai- 
ts’ing was raised on lawful terms, and that 
usurious interest had not been exacted 
from him ; also that he had not been sub- 
jected to undue pressure for payment, the 
charges brought forward by his mother 
having been alleged under mistaken im- 
pressions. Other testimony was to the 
same effect. The sentence pronounced 
hereupon is to the effect that although 
Hwang Tsai-ts’ing may not have exacted 
usurious interest or brought undue pres- 
sure to bear, he has nevertheless behaved 
in a manner disgraceful to an officer of the 
third rank,—and that Lin P’ei-yii has also 
conducted himself improperly in precipi- 
tating a disturbance owing to his not hav- 
ing replied in a conciliatory manner when 
repayment was demanded of him. Both, 
therefore, having already (on accusation) 
been stripped of their rank, should not be 
granted a resumption of their former 
status. K’ii Lien-shéug is decreed a penalty 
of 80 blows for his share in the transaction, 
but, as an ex-official, he is entitled to com- 
mute this penalty for a money payment, to 
go to the public exchequer. Lin P’ei-yii 
is to repay the sum he owes with interest 
reduced (i.e. so as not to exceed the princi- 
pal amount) and Hwang Tsai-ts’ing to give 
up the documents he holds. These pro- 
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ceedings, being submitted by the Governor- 
General, are by rescript referred to the 
Board of Punishments for consideration 
and report. 


May 29th—(1) The Governor of Yiinnan 
having reported that the chief provincial 
Commissioner (fan-sze) Sung Yen-ch’un, 
applies for leave to retire on the score of 
ill-health, the application is granted, and 


P’an Ting-sin Hap Lay is named as his 


successor. 

(2) Shan Mow-k’ien, a senior Grand 
Secretary, memorializes. beseeching leave 
to retire from his post on the score of ill- 
health. He is upwards of seventy years 
of age, and labours under divers infirmities 
which medécal skill is unable to surmount. 
—The Imperial rescript granting this ap- 
plication for retirement has already been 
published. 

(3) The Censorate memorialise respect- 
ing an appeal brought before them by 
Chang P’éng-yiin, degraded from the rank 
of District Magistrate, against the penalty 
of loss of his official position entailed 
through wrongful impeachment by Ch’ang- 
shun, the Military Governor of Uliasut’ai. 
The accusations brought against him he 
traverses in toto, ascribing them to the 
malice of another employé of the Military 
Governor, whom he in turn accuses of 
sundry misdeeds. A rescript has already 
appeared, ordering a further investiyation 
into this case. 


(4) The acting Governor-General of the 
grain transport reports the exit of the 
entire grain squadron beyond the limits of 
Kiangsu. He has already memorialized 
stating that 643 junks, carrying upwards 
of 104,000 piculs of rice, the quota for 1873 
from the districts North of the Yangtsze, 
had passed over the locks at ‘I's’ing-kiang 
P’u. ‘he depth of water in the Canal 


before the annual rise JEEZK) has been 


greater than usual, but owing to a long 
continuance of dry weather there has 
been a certain degree of loss through evapor- 
ation, and measures have consequently 
been instituted for deepening the channel, 
whi'st at the same time orders have been 
given to close the sluice at Lin Kia Shan 


ae wee , and to store up the lake waters 


in order ,to feed the Canal at the proper 
moment. These steps having been duly 
taken, the whole grain squadron was by 
the 6th May hauled past Hwang Lin 
Chwang, where the province of Shan- 
tung was entered, and they were sped 
along upon their voyage northward. A 
gain of nineteen days, compared with last 


year, is noted in the period at which the 
grain-junks have crossed the border of 
Kiangsu. 

May 30. (1) The Brigadier General and 
the Taotai of T’ai-wan (Formosa) jointly 
memorialize reporting the sentence passed 
on a wife guilty of adultery and of the 
murder of her husband. A man named 
Lin Hai, a denizen of the district of T’ai- 
wan, having formed an adulterous connec- 
tion with Wang T’ien-she, the wife of 
Wang Chwang, the circumstances came to 
the latter’s knowledge and he thereupon 
placed his wife under restraint. On the 
26th August 1873 Lin Hai induced Wang 
T’ien-she to join him in murdering the 
husband, whose body they endeavoured to 
dispose of under cover of night, but being 
encountered accidentally by some of the 
villagers, they were arrested and brought 
to justice, On the body being examined 
amurk of strangulation was found upon 
the throat, and She print of a foot deeply 
stamped upon the left breast. Lin Hai 
died in prison of a sickness after his ex- 
amination had been held, and the woman 
has given birth to a child since her im- 
prisonment, On being brought before the 
memorialists for trial, she has confessed the 
particulars of her seduction by Lin Hai, 
and also of the murder of her husband, 
who was strangled by Lin Hai and herself, 
Lin Hai having come up and taken her 
husband unawares while engaged in a 
violent quarrel with herself. The me- 
morialists state that the penalty she 
has incurred is that of death by ling-ch’e 
(being cut in pieces), and they propose 
that the sentence be carried out on the 
spot, in lieu of transporting the guilty per- 
son to the provincial capital for execution. 
Rescript: Referred to the Board of Punish- 
ments. 

(2) The Military Governor of Uliasutai, 
Ch’ang-shun, memorializes reporting the 
details of a suicide committed by Pao-shan, 
an officer of his guards, on the night of the 
8th April. On report of this act having 
been made an inquest was ordered, where- 
upon the following report was made: 
“Deceased was 37 years of age. On 
measurement the body was found to 
be 5 ch’th in height, the shoulders 8 
ts’'un in width, the chest 7.1/10 ts’un 
high. The body lay face upwards. Face, 
yellow, both eyes shut and mouth’ closed. 
The throat had been cut by deceased’s 
own hand, by a gash with a sharp instru- 
ment extending in an oblique direction for 
a length of 2.3/10 ts’un, 1/10 ts’un in 
width. The cut was deep, severing both 
gullet and windpipe. The right arm was 
bent and the hand clenched. On experi- 
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ment being made the direction was found 
to correspond with that of the wound. 
The left hand was stretched out. An 
oblique stab, 5/10 ts’un long, 1/10 ts’un 
wide and 4/10ts’un deep was found, inflicted 
by the hand of the deceased, on the chest. 
The abdomen was flat, both legs stretched 
out together, the hair of the face in its 
ordinary state. No other noticeable signs 
in any part of the body. The cause of 
death is declared as clearly suicide by cut- 
ting the throat, both gullet and windpipe 
being severed and a mortal wound thereby 
inflicted.” In addition to this report of 
the coroner’s inquest, deposition has been 
taken from deceased’s servant, who 
affirms that his employer had for a 
length of time been sutfering from illness, 
in consequence of which he never stirred 
out of doors, and that on his entering the 
cookhouse to light the fire on the morning 
after the suicide he found the lifeless body 
of deceased stretched upon the k’ang. 
These particulars are brought to his Ma- 
jesty’s notice. 

May 31st.—(1) A Rescript is issued ‘in 
reply toa Memorial (not yet published ) 
from the Governor of Kiangsu, reporting 
the escape of a prisoner from the jail of the 
T’sung-Shan District. The |Sub-deputy 
Magistrate responsible for the safekeeping 
of prisoners is ordered to be stripped of 
his official position, and made a prisoner for 
trial in conjunction with the jailers and 
othersimplicated. The Magistrate himself, 
although healleges that he wasabsent on duty 
at the time of the escape, is to be brought 
under investigation by the Governor, for 
the purpose of ascertaining whether he has 
been guilty of any fraudulent misr -presen- 
tation in the matter ; and he is hel: bound 
under penalty of severe incrimination in 
case of failure to secure the reapprehension 
of the escaped prisoner within a limited 
period. 

The remainder of this day’s Gazette is 
occupied by postscript Memorials from the 
Governor of Shan-si, on minor administra- 
tive details. 

June 1st (1) A Rescript issued upon a 
Memorial from Liu Kw’én-yih, Governor 
of Kiangsi, forwarding explanations re- 
garding the failure on the part of the 
District Magistrate of Sin-kien to send in 
returns of the townships and tythings in 
which the land revenue shewed a deficiency 
last year in consequence of a had harvest. 
The Magistrate’s excuse, viz., pressure of 
business, is deemed insufficient, and he 
is handed over to the \oard for determina- 
tion of a penalty. The Governor is also 
to be subjected to a penalty for his re- 
missness in not exposing the Magistrate’s 








want of promptitude until called upon 
for areport. With regard to the regula- 
tions in force in Kiangsi for the collection 
of the land and grain revenue, inasmuch 
as [according to the Governor’s statement] 
there is nothing in the system that is at 
variance with the rules of the Board of 
Revenue, its working is to continue under 


, stringent watchfulness, and no approach 


to unauthorized excess of levy is to be 
permitted. 

(2) A Rescript is issued in reply to a 
memorial from the Governor General Tso 
Tsung-t’ang, who has denounced for op- 
pressive conduct, a Secretary of the Colo- 
nial office (Li Fan Yiian), while stationed 
at Ning-hia, the offending functionary 
being forthwith stripped of his official posi- 
tion, and handed over to the Colonial 
Office, for investigation into the case. 

(3) The Superintendent of the Imperial 
Manufacturing Department at Hang-chow 
represents the difficulties he labours under, 
in the way of supplying piece goods and 
the annual quota of silks and satins for the 
Palace, in the absence of any funds at his 


disposal. On the 15th January he received 


a despatch from the Household to the 


’ effect that the stock of silks, satins, and 
_ cotton or linen piece goods, is below the 


amount actually required for use, and that 
the Imperial sanction had been given to 
the proposal that the Superintendents of the 
three Manufacturjng Departments (Rang- 
chow, Soo-chow, and Nanking) should be 
called upon to furnish an additional supply, 
the funds for which they should devise 


‘ yneans for providing. The Superintendent 


observes hereupon, that, as stated in 


“a previous Memorial, it was heretofore the 


practice to furnish the supplies of silks 
and other textile fabrics and porcelain for 
Palace use through indents upon the vari- 


* ous provincial governments and Imperial 


manufactories, but that since the outbre:k 
of the rebellion the regular transmission 
of such supplies has been interrupted, ab- 


’ solute requirements being met from time 


* to time as was most feasible. 


Since the 
restoration of peace, and the introduction 
of the system of issuing funds from tho 
provincial treasuries to the Imperial manu- 


' factories, not more than 20 or 30 per cent. 


of the proper amount of manufactures has 
been produced for delivery, owing to the 
inability of the treasuries to pay over the 


’ whole of the monies for which they were 


* liable. 


In the case of the Hangchow 
manufactory, all that has been received 
since the discontinuance of the Custom- 
house revenue formerly raised there, has 
been an annual amount of 120,000 strings 
of cash from the likin revenue, the whole 
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of which has been converted into silver 
and applied to the purposes of manufac- 
ture. This does not suffice, however, to 
provide more than 4/10ths of the quantiy- 
of textile fabrics annually required in cotn 
formity with the regulations. The Super- 
intendent has now placed himself in com- 
munication on the subject with the 
Governor of Chekiang, whose reply on the 
subject he quotes, to the effect tiat in the 
impoverished state of the provincial ex- 
chequer it has been impossible to do more 
than has been done already in the way of 
providing funds for silks, embroidery, &c., 
for the Imperial accession and for annual 
consumption ; and the two officials unite 
in praying that for the present they be 
exempted from the duty of furnishing 
the additional supplies which the House- 
hold have called for.—Rescript : Let the 
request be acceded to. The Office con- 
cerned will take note. 

June 2nd.—(1) A Decree. Of the newly 
passed graduates at the Doctorate exami- 
nation, those who, on the supplementary 
revision, have been classitied to the number 
of 55 as of the first degree, 80 of the se- 
cond, and 199 of the third, shall all equally 
be admitted to the Palace examination (for 
honours, Han-lin degrees, &c.) The two 
individuals who are classed in the fourth 
degree, are to be subject to the penalty of 
exclusion from the Palace examinations for 
the present triennial period. 

(2) The Prince of Kung and his col- 
leagues of the Yamén of Foreign Affairs 
memorialize, stating that by the regulations 
hereafter sanctioned on the part of his 
Majesty, the secretaries (Chang-king) em- 
ployed are to be recommended for reward 
at the spring of every second year; and 
likewise with reference to the School of 
Languages (1’ung Wén Kwan), the chief 
director and the teachers of that establish- 
ment are similarly to be recommended to 
favourable notice. On a representation 
being made in 1870 by the Board of Civil 
Office, pointing out the advisability of re- 
atricting the number of recommendations, 
the Prince and his colleagues memorialized, 
proposing to limit the number of biennial 
recommendations to eighteen. The last 
occasion on which the names of individuals 
were submitted for reward was in 1872, 
and another biennial period having now 
been reached, 18 secretaries of the Yamén, 
the director and two teachers of the School 
of Languages, and eight secretaries from 
the Privy Council doing duty at the Yamén, 
as also certain military officials who 
have served in connection with the above, 
are submitted in separate lists for marks 
of Imperial approbation. 


(3 and 4).—Further Memorials from the 
Yamén of Foreign Affairs, recommending 
the teachers Wang Chung-lin and Li Shén- 
lan for honorary distinction. ‘he first- 
named of the above is recommended to be 

laced on the expectant list of District 
Magistrates, but to remain for ancther 
year in his present position as teacher be- 
fore being attached to a provincial staff of 
expectants. Li Shén-lan (who is well- 
known to foreigners as a proficient in 
European mathematics) is commended for 
his exertions as a mathematical teacher at 
the School, and is recommended for pro- 
motion from his present titular grade of 


chung-shu FH = to that of chu-she + 


or Secretary available for a post under the 
Board of Revenue or Punishments. 
June 4,.—(1 and 2) Decrees appointing 


T’o-lun-pu 4 ta Th Assistant High 


Commissioner of Kobdo (a province in 
north-western Mongolia, adjoining Urumtsi 
and Tarbagatai),—and Ngeh-leh-ho-pu 


ti , at present Captain-Gen- 


eral of Ch’a-har, to be General-in-chief at 
Uliasuiai. The last-named official is to 
proceed direct to his new post, without 
coming to Peking for an audience, (Ulia- 
sutai ix the centre of government, from 
which Kobdo, Urianghai, and other pro- 
vinces of Mongolia depend.) — 

(3 and 4) Decrees appointing the 12th 
instant for the presentation of the newly 
graduated Han-lin, and for the Palace 
examination of the new ¢sin-sze graduates, 

(5) The Governor of Honan reports the 
particulars elicited on a fresh trial of-a 
prisoner named Chu Kang-san, accused of 
murder, on whose behalf an appeal has 
been lodged at Peking and referred in the 
usual manner to the Provincial Govern- 
ment for re-examination. The circum- 
stances are declared to be as follows :— 
In the summer of 1869, a man named Tsiao 
Chén-ho borrowed 96,000 cash from Chu 
Kang-san, repayment of which was delayed, 
and when the lender pressed for the trans- 
fer to himself of a parcel of land in dis- 
charge of the debt, T'siao Chén-ho lodged 
a false accusation against his creditor 
of pressing him for repayment of money 
lost at gambling. This intimidated Uhu 
Kang-san to such an extent that he con- 
sented, through the agency of friends, 
to let his claim stand over, but he bore a 
grudge against Tsiao for his conduct in the 
matter. Shortly afterwards Tsiao, being 
in further want of money, arranged through 
certain middlemen to mortgage his land to 
one Chu Wan-hien, and the whole party 
went the same evening to the wine-shop 
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kept by prisoner’s father, Chu Wei-wén, 
whom they asked to write out the deed for 
them. Tsiao remained behind after all 
his companions had gone to their homes, 
and drunk himself into an intoxicated 
condition with Chu Kang-san. The latter, 
under the influence of his animosity 
against Tsiao, made up his mind to 
murder hing, and this purpose he accom- 
plished by putting opium into his liquor. 
'siao died immediately from the effect of 
the poison, and Chu, inducing an acquain- 
tance of his to lend assistance, carried the 
body to the land of a man named Hwang 
Sin, where they abandoned it. On dis- 
covery of the corpse next morning, report 
was made to the authorities, and as Chu 
Kang-san was not to be found, his father 
was taken into custody and held to ensure 
the son’s apprehension. On this having 
been effected, Chu Wei-wén was released, 
and shortly after reaching his home he died 
a natural death from sickness. The son, 
with the design of escaping the penalty of 
his crime, induced his brother Chu King- 
héng to carry an appeal to Peking, accusing 
the middlemen of having beaten Tsiao to 
death. Other minor charges were also 
brought forward against other parties, but 
the result of the fresh trial is to reaffirm 
the guilt of Chu Kang-san, who is sen- 
tenced to execution after the autumn 
revision, and this finding is submitted for 
His Majesty’s approval.—Rescript: Let 
the Board of Punishments decide, and re- 
port to Us. 

June 5th.—(1) A Decree. Tso Tsung- 
tang (Governor-General of Kansuh &c.,) 
memorializes Us requesting that certain 
District Magistrates, who have acted im- 
properly with regard to the prohibition of 
the growth of the poppy, may be punished 
in conformity with the circumstances of 
their offence. The cultivation of the 
poppy is a flagrant breach of prohibitory 
enactments, and Tso Tsung-t’ang has here- 
tofore issued stringent orders, in obedience 
to Our decree, forbidding the growth 
of the plant. Notwithstanding this, the 
District Magistrate, Chang ‘T’ing-k’ing, has 
failed to prohibit the cultivation of the 
poppy by the people of his district, and 
has sought to make light of the con- 
a aay of his conduct by a pretence of 
inflicting a fine for the repair of a temple. 
Another Magistrate, having sent police to 
institute inquiry, has granted exemption 
from the destruction of the crop on pay- 
ment of a fine. A third Magistrate hav- 
ing deputed a subordinate to make inspec- 
tion, the deputy has winked at what was 
going on in consideration of certain fees 
which he accepted. A fourth waited until 


the crop was fully grown before making 
report as to the cultivation. His reputa- 
tion, moreover, is of the worst in other 
respects, Three of the four Magistrates are 
stripped of their official position, and are 
never again to be admitted to the public 
service. The fourth, who deputed his duty 
to a subordinate, is reduced to the lowest 
class of “assistants.” The proper Board 
will take note. 

(2) Ch’ang-shan, Manchu Commander- 
in-chief at Canton, entreats permission to 
have his two nephews with him, to pursue 
their studies and assist him in his domestic 
affairs, The circumstances at Canton are 
such, from its importance as a position on’ 


- the coast, where Foreigners and Chinese 


Awell together, and where the functions of 
political control and of military command 
are of manifold consequence, that undivided 
attention must be given to the duties in- 
cumbent upon him. By regulation, a hiyh 
official placed in an onerous position in 
the proviices, is entitled to have with him 
his sons or nephews, to engage in study and 
assist in domestic management; and 
Ch’ang-shan now requests sanction to his 
placing two nephews, aged respectively 21 
and 22, in his establishment for the pur- 


+ poses abovenamed.—Rescript : Be it as is 


requested, 

(3) A further memorial from the same 
functionary and his Lieutenant-general 
Kwoh-leh-min, with reference to sundry 
allowances for travelling expenses and 
maintenance which are given to Manchu 
Ki jen, both civil and military, proceeding 
from Canton to Peking for the triennial 
examinations, These allowances, namely 
Tis, 30 for trayelling expenses to all 
candidates, and an annual allowance of 
Tis. 120 to civilians and Tls. 60 to mili- 
tary graduates retained for duty at Peking, 
are issued from the income accruing from 
certain funds lodged at interest for this 
purpose. Sanction is now requested for 
the extension of the same indulgence to 
certain candidates of lower degree.—Re- 
script : Be it as is requested. 

June 6th.—(1) Memorial from the Board 
of Ceremonies with reference to the case of 
the ex-ofticial Li Tsung-hang, a native of 
Shensi, who, after acting as Taotai in 
Kwangtung, has retired to spend the re- 
mainder of his days with his son, a De- 
partment Magistrate in Shantung. Having 
graduated at the triennial examinations of 
1814, he has in the present year completed 
an entire cycle since that period, and by 
divers Imperial enactments he is entitled 
to celebrate this anniversary by attending 
a second time at the ‘‘banquet of the 


graduates,” as also to receive certain other 
8 ’ 
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honorary distinctions.—Rescript awarding 
the prescribed honours has already ap- 
peared. 

(2) The Governor of Shansi memorializes, 
reporting the escape of a prisoner while 
being conveyed under guard from Hinchow 
to the provincial capital. The prisoner 
Twan Féng-ch’un, who was under sentence 
of death by strangling for the manslaughter 
of a Mongol, upon whom he, with others, 
had committed assault and battery, was 
under the care of two policemen anda 
soldier, and while on the road one evening, 
the soldier having gone to a neighbouring 
village to buy provisions and candles, the 
remaining party were suddenly overtaken 
by a violent wind and duststorm, which 
caused the mules to bolt and to overturn 
the cart in which the prisoner was sitting. 
The police helped the prisoner up and 
placed him by the roadside, while they 
themselves assisted in righting the vehi- 
cle. The prisoner took this opportunity 
of breaking his fetters and escaping. He 
has not been recaptured ; and the usual 
enquiry is ordered to ascertain whether 
any connivance at his escape is chargeable 
upon the police. 

June 7th.---(1) The Board of Punish- 
ments reports that a fire broke out (on the 
night of the 5th), by which fourteen rooms 
of that department were burnt down. 

(2) The Governor of Kiangsi memori- 
alizes respecting the appointment of a 
District Magistrate. 

(3) The same official memorializes, re- 
questing sanction for the erection of a 
monument in commemoration of the heroic 
virtue of Madame Wu, wife of a titular 
graduate named Liu, with her danghter- 
in-law, Madame Hwang, who plunged to- 
gether into a pond and committed suicide 
in 1860, to escape indignity at the hands of 
rebels whom they encountered, while en- 
deavouring to find a place of refuge on the 
invasion of their locality. The necessary 
official details being forwarded, a Rescript 
is issued, directing the Board to take mea- 
sures for granting the monument applied 
for. 

(4) The Governor of Kiangsi further 
memorializes, respecting a  lieutenant- 
colonel named Li Ch’un-lin, who, having 
become insane, had repeatedly committed 
acts of mischief, in consequence of which, 
on application formerly made to his Ma- 
jesty by the Governor, a rescript had been 
issued removing him from office and rele- 
gating him to his native place for the 
benefit of his health. In 1872, however, 
the official in question, having partially 
recovered, returned to Kiangsi and volun- 
teered for duty, but his disease shortly 
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afterwards broke out afresh. The Go- 
vernor, anxious to spare him too strict an 
application of the regulations, provided an 
allowance for his travelling expenses and 
sent him home in charge of soldiers and 
police. Notwithstanding this, he once 
more made his appearance in Kiangsi 
during last winter, and his insanity dis- 
laying itself with increased violence, 
eading him to commit the most extraor- 
dinary acts, there has been reason to fear 
lest he might occasion loss of life, and 
further indulgence ought not to be shewn. 
The Governor asks, therefore, that a res- 
cript be issued depriving the ex-lieutenant- 
colonel of his official status, to the end 
that orders may be issued to the local 
authorities to send him home under escort, 
to be delivered to his friends, by whom he 
should be taken care of and kept in strict 
confinement.—lescript as requested, 


June 8th.- (Court Circular), Mao 
Cl’ang-hi and his colleagues report having 
concluded their perusal of the examination 
essays, and hand in the papers of the first 
ten graduates for his Majesty’s inspection, 

His Majesty will to-morrow proceed to 
the T’ai Ho Tien to promulgate the award 
of examination honours. 

The following are the names of the 
highest graduates :-- 


Chwang-yiian, Luh Jun-siang Keay E32] 


of Kiang-su. gece 
elon Be 


Pang-yen, T’an Tsung-siin 
of Kwangtung. 

T’an-hwa, Hwang I-tsi Behar os" of 

Fukien. 


Ch’wan-luh, Hwa Kin-fuh #2 is 

of Tientsin. 

(1) A Decree, cashiering a number of 
military officials in Kansuh, on the appli- 
cation of Tso Tsung-t’ang, for offences 
such as arbitrary conduct, indolence, in- 
capacity, and carelessness. 


(2) The Governor General of the two 
Kiang and the Governor of Kiang-sau 
jointly memorialize, in accordance with 
regulation, concerning an expectant Tao- 


tai named Wang Hwei-ling —F ae iH, 


who, after the lapse of the prescribed 
period of one yer from the date of his 
arrival in the Province, has been subjected 
to examination by the Financial and 
Judicial Commissioners, and found to be 
trustworthy, experienced, and_ capable. 
He is a native of Kiangsi, aged 46, and 
having originally obtained by payment of 
war-contribution (i.e., purchased) the rank 
of District Magistrate, he first tovk 
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office in that grade in 1859. Having 
been obliged to go into retirement 
on his father’s death in 1862, he ac- 
complished the period of mourning at his 
native place, and in 1874 was summoned 
by the then Governor Li Hung-chang to a 
post with the troops in the field. Having 
been recommended for reward after the 
capture of Ch’ang-chow and other cities, 
he was granted the rank of Sub-prefect 
and a peacock feather. A series of recom- 
mendations and augmentations of rank 
are further recorded, in connection with 
services against the Nien-fei, until in 1872, 
having already received the brevet rank of 
Judicial Commissioner, he was remitted 
to the Board by Li Hung-chang, and pre- 
sented to his Majesty, when it was or- 
dained that, without taking up his actual 
position asa Prefect, he be advanced to 
the rank of Taotai, and retained in Kiang- 
suas an expectant on the ‘‘immediate 
employment” list. The Kiangsu govern- 
ment now accordingly apply on his behalf, 
the year of probation having expired, for 
sanction to his being appointed to a Tao- 
taiship of the ‘‘ onerous” class, 

(3) The Governor of Kiangsu  memo- 
rializes, applying for a monument in cele- 
bration of the virtue of a young lady of 
the Yiian-ho district, betrothed at the age 
of 17 to a titular official, who unfortunately 
fell sick and died before the marriage could 
take place. This was in 1873, when the 
promised bride was nineteen years old. 
She destroyed her wedding outfit on hear- 
ing the mournful news, and vowed herself 
to a life of virginity, insisting, moreover, 
notwithstanding the persuasions of her 
relatives, in devoting hergelf thenceforward 
to the care of the aged mother of the de- 
parted one. She has since then nursed 
her adopted parent with exemplary care, 
and by her attention and prayers has 
caused the aged lady to recover from a 
severe illness. Rescript: let the monu- 
ment be granted. 

June 9th.—(1) The officiating Governor 
of Shantung, Wén-pin, memorializes, stat- 
ing that he received on the 28th April a 
despatch from the Board of War, to the 
effect that on the 4th April a Decree had 
been issued commanding Wén-pin to under- 
take the military inspe-tiun of Shantung 
for the present year, to scrutinize the mili- 
ary establishment of the province with 
sedulous care, and to denounce to the 
Throne any instances of laxity among the 
officers in command. He is not to regard 
this as a mere idle form of words. In 
compliance with these instructions, the Go- 
vernor purposes to leave the provincial 
capital on the 24th May, and commencing 





his inspection in the Prefecture of Téng- 
chow, to visit successively the remaining 
divisions of the province. 

(2) The same official reports the progress 
made by the fleet of grain junks along the 
Grand Canal. Having made every prepa- 
ration for expediting their movements, by 
causing the bed of the Canal to be deepened 
where necessary, directing the district Ma- 
gistrates along the line to hold lighters in 
readiness for transhipment of the grain in 
case of running aground, &c., he has now 
to report that on the 10th of May the 
whole of the 12 squadrons of the grain- 
fleet, numering in all 607 junks, had been 
towed past the limits of the district of Yih 
(in the southern extremity of Shantung), 
and had gone on their way northward. 
The leading junks were already approach- 
ing Tsi-ning chow. 

The remainder of the Gazette is occupied 
with administrative details. 

Sune 10th.—(1) The Governor-General of 
the two Hu memorializes, respecting the 
appointment of an officer to the post of 
Lieutenant-colonel at I-ch’ang. 

(2 and 3). Further memorials from the 
same quarter respecting minor official ap- 
pointments. 

June 11th.—(1) A decree. “Let Wén- 
kwoh continue in office as Superintendent 
of Customs at Canton. 

(2) The acting Governor-General of 
Yiinnan and Kweichow memorializes for 
leave to retire from the service on behalf 
of the Financial Commissioner of the pro- 
vince, and the appointment of a succes- 
sor. Sungut Yen-ch’un, the high official 
in question, is over 70 years of age, and 
has been more than 20 years in Yunnan, 
where he has borne the burden of the try- 
ing times of the rebellion with great de- 
triment to his constitution. The Governor- 
General has permitted him to hand over 
his office to a temporary substitute, pend- 
ing the Imperial pleasure. (A Rescript 
naming a successor to the post has already 
appeared.) 

(3 and 4.) Memorials from the same 
quarter reporting minor changes. 

June 12th.—(1) A decree, conferring ap- 
Pointments either in the Han-lin Court, 
the administrative Boards, or as District 
Magistra:es, upon the higher graduates 
at the recent examinations. 

(2) The Constabulary yamén memorialize, 
reporting an appeal lodged on behalf of 
certain inhabitants of the Tu-ch’ang Dis- 
trict in Kiangsi, named Twan, complaining 
of the murder of three of their: kinsfolk. 
The statement of the complainants is to 
the following effect: They are farmers, 
and own an island in the Hwang-t’u Lake, 
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near the Po-yang District, upon which 
they have paid taxes regularly. In 1865 
certain men named Hu Siang-hiin, and 
others, took unlawful possessiop of the 
channel, across which they threw a dam, 
with the object of getting the island into 
their own hands. Complainant and his 
kinsfolk having proceeded to cut the 
crop of grass on their property, they 
were attacked from an ambush by an 
armed band, numbering upwards ob two 
hundred of the opposite faction, who 
murdered three of complainant’s kinsfolk, 
and wounded some ten or fifteen others. 
Two men of the Twan party at the same 
time killed in self-defence one of the Hu 
faction with his grass-sickle. On their 
lodging complaint with the Magistrates of 
the Tu-ch’ang and Po-yang Districts, an 
inquest was held, and report was made to 
the Governor, who directed a commissioner 
to be sent to institute enquiry. The Hu 
faction hereupon further set upon and 
beat eight of the members of the Twan 
clan, wounding them severely, and a 
further complaint was lodged with the 
provincial authorities. The prefect of 
Nan-ch’ang, however, instead of deciding 
the case justly, compelled the injured 
parties to sign an agreement, declaring 
the channel (or creek) in question to be 
overnment property, and he further 
icenced the Hu faction to continue dam- 
ming up the stream He moreover, re- 
leased the men who were in custody on a 
charge of murder. Complaint was here- 
upon lodged with the Governor, who re- 
ferred petitioners back to the prefect, who, 
as before, gave an unjust decision. Appeal 
is consequently made to Peking.—Resoript 
in the usual terms. 

(8) The Governor of Kiangsu denounces 
for carelessness the official responsible for 
the safety of a District jail, and requests 
that he be stripped of his office and made 
a prisoner for trial, Report has been re- 
ceived from the Magistrate of the T’ung- 
shan district, stating that during his absence 
in April last on official business at Nanking 
he was informed by his assistant, Sieh 
Kin-yung, that on the 17th April, during 
the assistant’s absence for the purpose of 
examining into a complaint of robbery, a 


_ prisoner under sentence of death managed 


to break his fetters and bore a hole through 
the jail wall, by which he escaped, taking 
advantage of a storm of wind and rain, 
which caused part of the wall of the prison 
to fall down and which occupied all the 
attention of the jailers. The escaped 
felon has not been recaptured, and the 
usual enquiry as to the possible existence 
of corrupt conduct on the part of the 


deputy Magistrate and the jailers is to be 
instituted. — (Rescript has already ap- 
peared.) ; 

June 13.—(L) The Governor of Shun- 
tien Fu announces that upwards of four 
inches of rain have fallen at Peking. 

(2) The acting Governor General of 
Yiinnan and Kweichow memorializes, res- 
pecting the salt revenue in Yiinnan, where 
for many years past a sad state of dis- 
organization hes prevailed in this as in 
other respects. In the southern Inten- 
dantship of the _province, the saltwells of 


Shih-kao in the prefecture of 


P’a-urh, should yield a revenue in the 
shape of taxes to the amount of Tls. 65,060 ; 


and the saltwells of Mo-heh » ad- 


ministered by the District Magistracy of 
Ning-urh, should similarly yield a sum of 
Tls. 780 odd. For years past these wells 
have jointly yielded a revenue of less than 
Ts. 10,000 per annum ; whilst, as regards 
the wells at Méng-yeh, on the very frontier 
itself, which heretofore in time of peace 
were closed by order of Government, these 
have of late years been taken possession of 
by persons presuming upon their local in- 
fluence, in concert with unscrupulous traders, 
who have worked them irrespectively of 
payments of taxes. As it is plain that the 
Intendant of the Southern Circuit is not 
in a position to exert control over the salt- 
wells in addition to his other duties, an 
expectant Prefect has been sent to take 
the matter in hand as Special Commis- 
sioner. As this, however, is not a perma- 
nent appointment, and as the official 
regularly stationed at Shih-kao with the 
rank of assistant to the Salt Comptroller 
is of too low a station to exert the néces- 
sary powers, it is proposed that a Super- 
intendent be appointed to administer the 
affairs in question. With this end in view, 
it is proposed to abolish the existing 
Superintendency at the Lang-tsing Wells, 
where the annual amount of taxation that 
should be yielded is ‘I'aels 7,720. The 
quantity of salt produced there per annum 
has been no more than about 300,000 
catties of late years, and the annual 
revenue about Tls. 2,000, whilst the ex- 
penditure for salaries and wages has been 
about Tls. 1,190 per annum. The wells 
in question can be put under the District 
Magistracy of Ting-yiian, within whose 
limits they are situated, and the Superin- 
tendent transferred to the more productive 
region above-named. This scheme is sub- 
mitted for the Imperial sanction. 


(3) The same high official reports the 
arrangements made in consequence of the 
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departure of sundry brig.de commanders 
for Peking to be presented to his Majesty. 

June 14.—(1) The Court Circular an- 
nounces inter alia that the Prince of Kung 


and the beiléh Chéng a (the Prince’s 


eldest son, who has recently been married) 
paid their respects this day on the expiry 
of their congé. : 

(2) A Decree. Li Hung-chang has me- 
morialized Us, reporting a manifestation of 
divine powers, and requesting that a me- 
morial board be granted. On threatenings 
of famine from a deficient harvest being 
experienced in the 4th and 5th moon of 
the 11th year (1872), in the department of 
Pa Chow in Chihli, the fields and crops 
were nevertheless preserved from injury, 
thanks to the manifestations of divine 
power repeatedly vouchsafed. For this 
the most devout gratitude is felt. We 
have with Our own hand inscribed a sen- 
tence upon a memorial board, which we 
deliver to Li Hung-chang, to be by him re- 
ceived with religious awe, and to be with 
reverent care suspended in the temple of 
the Dragon King (the god of the waters) at 
Pa Chow, in acknowledgement of the divine 
protection vouchsafed. 

(3) Tu-hing-ah, the Military Governor 
of Shén-king, memorializes, reporting that 
some of the criminals concerned in a re- 
cent case of highway robbery, in which a 
Manchu official lost his life, have been ap- 
prehended, and the actual murderer put 
to death on the scene of the offence, in the 
presence of a son of the murdered person. 
As no less than four, out of the seven 
culprits implicated in this crime, have been 
apprehended within a month after the 
occurrence of the affair, itis requested that 
the penalty adjudged against the civil 
functionary responsible in the matter may 
be remitted and his button restored to him. 
—Rescript : Granted. 

(4) The Governor General of Chihli re- 
ports the execution of a lunatic for the 
murder of his mother. On report of the 
crime committed having been received 
from the district Magistrate of Man-ch’éng, 
the case was removed to the provincial 
capital, for trial before the Prefect of Pao- 
ting Fu. It appears that the murderer, 
named Kia Tsao-pao, alias Kia Ya-pa (the 
Dumb), was a farm-labourer living with 
his mother, whom he supported, and beside 
being dumb was also liable to occasional fits 
of madness. He had, however, atno time 
been guilty of any act of mischief, and, 
being an only son, his mother had been 
reluctant to report him to the authorities 
and have him put under restraint. Her 
next of kin and the neighbours equally 


‘signs as usual with his hands. 


abstained from making report. On the 
morning of the 3rd February last, the 
lunatic, ina sudden fit of frenzy, finding 
his mother lyivg upon the kang, in the 
house they jointly occupied, after stripping 
himself of his clothes and gesticulating in 
an insane manner, attacked his mother 
with a chopper, and hacked her to death, 
inflicting a series of frightful wounds 
about the head, face, neck, and hands. 
A neighbour named Kia Ju having acci- 
dentally entered the house, was an eye- 
witness of the deed, and summoning 
another man to his assistance he se- 
cured the murderer. In return to their 
questions, he merely looked at them witha 
fixed stare, and was unable even to make 
On the 
murderer being brought to trial, and the 
evidence beiny taken, his insanity has been 
verified, and, moreover, declared by due 
medical report ; and he has admitted his 
guilt by signs. The judgment of the Court 
was that, in conformity with the statute 
relating to parricide or matricide, he be ex- 


- ecuted by the ling-ch’e process, a special 


proviso running to the effect, in the statute 


“ book, that crimes of this nature shall 


be equally punished whether the of- 
fender be insane or no. The Gover- 


~ mor General, finding that the scene of 


the murder lay within the statutory 
limit of 300 ¢ from the provincial 
capital, and that no ditticulties from river- 


: crossings intervene in the way of transit, 


has caused the Financ'al and Judicial 
Commissioners of the province, accom- 
panied by his own Military Secretary, to go 


“ provided with the Imperial death warrant 
‘ to the spot, and there conjoiitly with 


the district Magistrate preside at the 
slicing to death of the condemned criminal, 


' His head was afterwards suspended from 


a pole, to serveas a public warning. As 
the laws provide with reference to lunatics, 


’ thal if their relatives and neighbours fail 


ae OE an ee es 


to make report of their condition to the 
authorities, and likewise to keep them 
under their own eye, in consequence 
whereof any murder is committed by 
such persons, the individuals in question 
shall suffer the penalty of 100 blows, under 
the law concerning failure to prevent an 


’ intended murder, of which previous cog- 


gory above-named. 
+ men the penalty of 100 blows is commuted 
- to 40 strokes of the lesser kind, and the | 





’ nizance is had. 


In the present case, five 
men and one woman come under the cate- 
In the case of the 


woman, being upwards of 70 years of age, 
is permitted to commute her penalty by a 


> fine escheated to Government. Two of the 


mep, filling the post of village head-boroughs, 
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whose offence is merely a dereliction of 
duty without criminal intent, are exempted 
from the further penalty of being discharged 
from their position. 


June 15th.—The Court Circular an- 
nounces the arrival in Peking of the Go- 
vernor-General of Yiinnan and Kweichow, 
Liu Yo-chao, who has paid his respects to 
His Majesty and had an audience. 


(1) Memorial from Chang Kwan-chun, 
Superintending Censor of the division of 
Kiangnan, denouncing irregularities in the 
land and rice tax-levy in Kiangsi.: The 
Censor begins by referring to the cate- 
gorical statement presented to the Throne 
in September last by the now degraded 
Censor Hu Kia-yii, exposing the illegal 
proceedings of Liu Kw’én-yih, the Go- 
vernor of Kiangsi, in his levy of un- 
authorized imposts. After reference to 
the Board of Revenue, it was ordained 
that .the levy of the taxes should be 
carried out in accordance with the system 
prescribed by the late Governor-General, 
Tséng Kwoh-fan, namely that, as regards 


land-tax (JJ) for each Tael in silver, 


plus the 10 % charge for meltage and ex- 
cess, the amount of cash 2;400 should be 
collected, to which, in consideration of the 
rise in the value of silver, a further sum 
not to exceed 200 cash per Tael was later 
added ; and further, as regards the com- 


mutation for rice-levy (ER), for each 


picul of rice due, the amount of Tl. 1.3 
should be levied from the taxpayer, to the 
amount of cash 3,000, with the additional 
sum of cash 200 per’‘Tsel as in the case of 
the landtax. No levy in excess of these 
rates was to be permitted. Notwithstand- 
ing this, the Governor, in his Memorial in 
reply, obstinately upheld the amended 
rules introduced by himself, entailing a 
considerable difference in the sums to be 
assessed. Never before has such uncon- 
scionable audacity been displayed on the 
part of a high provincial authority, in 
supporting the rapacious exactions of hia 
underlings, bent upon draininy the life- 
blood of the people, for the sake of carry- 
ing out his own obstinate and unworthy 
views. The Censor further goes on to 
charge Liu Kw’én-yih with a violation of 
the Imperial Edicts of 1861 and 1872, by 
which, successively, all the arrears of land 
and grain tax due throughout the Empire 
up to the end of 1866 were wholly re- 
mitted. Lt is incidentally mentioned that 
these arrears, accumulated during the 10 
or 20 years during which the scourge 
of the Taiping rebellion prevailed, did 
not fall short of an amount of Taels 30 to 


40,000,000. Notwithstanding the decrees 
of remission, Liu Kw’én-yih, in his retort 
upon Hu Kia-yii, accused the latter of 
owing land-taxes for 1855 and 1861—thus, 
in the absence of any tangible ground for 
accusation, unjustifiably raking up bygones 
of taxation long ago remitted. The Cen- 
sor apprehends that statements such as 
these, once placed on record, will become 
converted into precedents hereafter, and 
that the district authorities will make use 
of the principle, ifsonce admitted, as a 
groundwork for tyrannous exactions. An- 
other instance of misconduct on the part 
of Liu Kw’én-yih is also dwelt upon, in 
his memorial of February last, applying 
exemptions from taxation in certain Dis- 
tricts on the plea of floods and drought. 
He omitted, however, to specify the town- 
ships, sections, and villages to which these 
exemptions are to apply, and this omission 
will deprive the people of all certainty as 
to their rights, and will afford an opening 
to the me emi for fraud of every 
imaginable kind. The exemption will in 
fact be a mere sham, and the Imperial 
bounty will be intercepted in its passage 
downward to the masses. The Governor’s 
disregard for the interests of the people, 
his callousness to their sufferings, are 
manifestly displayed, and in the different 
particulars to which the Censor draws atten- 
tion, he shews himself capable of deliberate 
misrepresentation, and perverse in a multi- 
tude of respects, beyond all bounds of what 
is right. His Majesty is adjured by the 
Censor, by the love he bears to his people, 
to enforce the regulations that exist and 


to make a signal example of the offender. : 


For rescript, see the fullowing. 

(2) A memorial of explanation from the 
Censor Chang Kwan-chun. On the 11th 
March, the Inner Council received the 
following Rescript: Let Chang Kwan-chun 
memorialize to Us, explaining.in detail his 
statement respecting the Governor of 
Kiangsi, specifying the districts, town- 
ships, &c., to which he refers. This 
having been reverently received, the Censor 
has to state that in the Governor’s 
memorial of February last, he speaks of 
27 departments and districts extending 
from Nan-ch’ang to P’éng-ts6h. Among 
these the only one {the Censor can specify 
{s] the district of Sin-kien. Respecting it, 
it is merely stated that, in the upper and 
lower townships, government and private- 
owned lands to the extent of 4,482 ing 
(1 #ing=100 mow) have been laid under 
water, and that the amounts unpaid are, 
under the head of land-tax, Taels 9949, 
and under the head of grain-tax, 410 
piculs. He has failed to specify the 
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subdivisions of the district which have 
suffered, and there is reason to fear that 
the taxpayers, not being aware of what 
they are entitled to, may suffer at the 
hands of the collectors of revenue. This 
explanation is accordingly laid before His 
Majesty. (N.B. The foregoing explanation 
by Chang Kwan-chun of his unmeasured 
diatribe against the Governor of Kiangsi 
—whose former adversary, Hu Kia-yii, 
was signally worsted in the conflict—was 
laid before the Emperor in April last, 
during his Majesty’s journey to the 
Tombs. lts publication, with his ante- 
cedent memorial, has been withheld 
apparently until’ after receipt of Liu 

wén-yih’s rejoinder, which appears in 
the ensuing Gazette. Chang Kwan-chun 
having been appointed to a provincial 
prefectship immediately after the present- 
ation of his explanatory memorial, it 
would seem that he, likewise, has been 
disgraced, although less ostentatiously than 
Hu Kia-yii, for his attack upon the 
Governor). 

June 16th.—The Governor-General of 
Yiinnan and Keichow had audience. 

(1) Liu Kw’én-yih, bearer of a button of 
the third degree, retained in office but 
stripped of his official rank, Governor of 
Kiangsi, memorializes, acknowledging the 
receipt on the 25th April of a Decree dated 
the 11th of that month, with reference to 
the accusations advanced by the Censor 
Chang Kwan-chun (see yesterday’s Gazette.) 
In this Decree the Governor was called 
upon for a statement concerning the sub- 
divisions of the district in which remis- 
sions of taxation were granted. Replying 
to the accusations of Chang Kwan-chun, 
the Governor reiterates his former state- 
ments respecting the method of assessing 
the land and grain tax, which he declares 
to be in strict conformity with the rules 
promulgated by the Buard of Revenue, 
and he protests against the charges raised 
against him by the Censor as an ally of 
his late opponent, Hu Kia-yii. Asreygards 
the particulars to be given in applying for 
remissions of taxation, he maintains that 
Kiangsi is distinguished from other Pro- 
vinces by the minuteness of detail with 
which such statements have heretofore 
been made, it being by no means common 
to specify the actual sub-divisions of dis- 
tricts under similar circumstances. In the 
case of the Sin-kien District, the rea- 
son accounting for the absence of these 
particulars in the report transmitted by 
the Magistrate, was that he was pressed 
for time owing to the approach of 
the period for closing the seals at 
the end of the year. The Financial 


Commissioner, while embodying hé state- 
ment in the general report on the 
subject, had already called upon him for 
the details, and these the Governor fur- 
wards in a separate memorial. The Cen- 
sor, in denouncing the Governor as guilty 
of wilful misrepresentation, has given no 
reason why in the single instance of the 
district of Sin-kien, the Governor should 
have any desire to injure the people. He 
may have intended to imply that, as Hu 
Kia-yii is a native of the district in 
question, the Governor was laying his 
plans for an urgent summons for pay- 
ment of the taxes due by him; but Hu 
Kia-yii has paid up in full the taxes due on 
his property for the last half of 1873 ; and 
the Governor thinks of himeelf that he is 
not such a dolt as to give people grounds 
for complaint against him in a matter be- 
yond his concern. His Majesty’s pene- 
tration, he feels sure, will not fail to dis- 
cover the Censor’s abuse of his privileges. 

(2) A further memorial from Liu Kw’én- 
yih, furnishing the details with reyard to 
the local subdivisions of the district of 
Sin-kien, referred to in the preceding 
documents. He fills three pages of the 
Gazette with an array of figures, being the 


serial numbers of the minor areas 


comprised within 56 townships or primary 
subdivisions Hs of the district.—A Re- 
script has already appeared, directing a 
pone to be awarded against the District 

agistrate for his delay in forwarding 
these returns, and censuring the Governor 
for having failed to ensure their transmis- 
sion at the proper time. 

June 17th.—(1) A Decree withholding 
the leave to retire from the service applied 
for by Wang K’ai-tai, the Governor of 
Fukien, and granting two months’ further 
congé for the benefit of his health. 

(2) A similar Decree in reply to the ap- 
plication for leave to retire made by Pao 
Yiian-shén, Governor of Shansi. 


(3) The Governor-General of the Two 
Hu and the Governor of Hupeh memori- 
elize representing that affairs are not yet 
in so settled a condition as to warrant a 
return to the old system of trials in crimival 
cases of a serious nature, such as brigand- 
age and local insurrectiouary movements, 
The Board of Punishments having moved 
His Majesty to enquire by Decree whether 
the time has not now arrived, in the 
opinion of the provincial Governments, for 
re-establishing the ancient course of pro- 
cedure, the authorities of Hupeh now 
declare that, in view of the disturbances 
that are still to be apprehended from local 
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brigands, disbanded braves, and the like, 
the power of summary execution of 
criminals after a careful trial should not 
be taken as yet out of the hands of the 
Taotais and Prefects. 

June 18th,—Tso Tsung-t‘ang, Governor- 
General of Kansuh, etc, memorializes 
requesting that an official stationed beyond 
the frontier near Ninghia may be stripped 
of his rank, as a punishment for disgrace- 
ful conduct. Siang-shény, the functionary 
in question, having provoked the people 
under his control to a state of indignation, 
through the exactions carried on under 
his authority by underlings in his employ, 
was attacked some months ago in his 
residence by a body of the aggrieved in- 
habitants, who penetrated en masse into 
his official residence, and having laid 
hands upon him and his retainers bound 
them with cords, and anuounced their 
intention of sending them as prisoners to 
Ninghia. An enquiry having been in- 
stituted, it has been found that great cause 
of complaint had undoubtedly been given 
by the acts committed in the name of the 
official in question.—He has been stripped 
of his office by Rescript. 

June 19th.—(1) Tso Tsung-t’ang memo- 
rializes soliciting the punishment of certain 
Magistrates of Districts in Kansuh who 
have failed to carry into effect the prohibi- 
tions against the cultivation of the poppy. 
Referring to a Decree heretofore received, 
in reply to one of his Memorials, ordaining 
that the growth of the poppy be stringently 
forbidden, on the grounds that its cultiva- 
tion interferes with the production of the 
food-crops so urgently needed in the pre- 
sent condition of the province, the Go- 
vernor-General proceeds to state that the 
district authorities in general have dis- 
played great laxity in dealing with this 
question. In some cases the poppy has 
been allowed to develope the capsules 
before any enquiry has been instituted, 
and then the despatch of officials to the 
spot has merely been made the pretext for 
receiving illegal fees in return for menda- 
cious reports of the destruction of the crop. 
Others, again, have thought their respon- 
sibility covered by reporting that as the 
poppy was grown between the crops of 
grain, the plant could not be destroyed 
without injuring the food-crops, and so 
forth. ‘The names of several District Ma- 
gistrates are submitted, with recommenda- 
tions for their dismissal from the public 
service, or their degradation.—Rescript 
already published. 

(2) A further memorial from Tso Tsung- 
’ang applies for marks of approbation to 
be bestowed on the District Magistrates 


and other local officials who have exerted 
themselves under his orders in introducing 
the cultivation of cotton in the province 
of Kansuh, as a substitute for the poppy, 
and as a much needed source of supply 
for the production of textile fabrics. 
Owing to the chilly climate and_ the 
elevated situation of the province of Kan- 
suh, its natural productions are extremely 
limited, and the cotton goods required by 
the people for their clothing are imported 
from Sze-chuan and Hupeh, at a great 
‘exyense. The soils, however, which from 
their southern exposure and rich quality 
are adapted to the growth of the poppy 
are equally suitable to the cultivation of 
cotton; and orders have heretofore been 
given to all the district authorities to en- 
courege the people to plant this: staple, 
and to establish committees for the pur- 
pose of affording instruction in the art of 
spinning and weaving the fibre. 
names of several officials are now brought 
forward who have distinguished them- 
selves in carrying this system into effect, 
by distributing seed, engaging women as 
instructors in the art of manufacture, etc. 
The success of the cotton industry is dwelt 
upon as a material element in the crusade 
against the cultivation of the poppy, and 
it is mentioned that reports have come 
pouring in from all sides of late announcing 
the destruction of the crops of this plant. 
~-Rescript: Let the Board of Civil Office 
examine and report upon this matter. 
June 20th.—{1) The Censor Yii P’ei-hien 
memorializes suggesting a source of supply 
for the funds required for the rebuilding 
of the Summer Palace. Referring to a 
memorial lately presented by the House- 
hold Court, urging that the nobility and 
Officials of the capital be called upon to 
subscribe toward this end, the Censor ob- 
serves that the sum required is enormous 
in amount, and that, inasmuch as the pro- 
vinces are unable to provide for its supply, 
and the treasury of the Board of Revenue 
is entirely exhausted, it is of course indis- 
pensable that an appeal should be made to 
the gratitude of the official class. From 
their small salaries, however, the contribu- 
tions that could be made by the officials of 
the capital would form but a small amount 
in the aggregate, and the Censor proposes 
to lay hands upon two portions of the 
annual revenue heretofore accruing to the 
Boards of Revenue and Works. With 
regard to the first-named of these, it has 
hitherto been the rule in the provinces, 
when issuing certificates of rank to pur- 
chasers, that two payments under the 
names of “office expenses” and ‘fee for 
certificate” should be made by the reci; 
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pient, the total income from which source 
amounts annually to an aggregate of 
more than Tis. 200,000. In making 
remittances to the Board of Works, more- 
over, the provinces have hitherto sent 
forward an amount of some Tis. 40 or 
50,000, in connection with the impost 
levied on behalf of the Yellow River 
administration. This sum is known by 


the name of shuei-li IK y*) (water system, 


or water interest) money. Thotwosources 
of revenue above mentioned make up a 
total of about Taels 300,000 per annum 
over and above the regulation revenue, 
which has heretofore been divided among 
the Presidents, Vice-Presidents, Secret- 
aries, aud Clerks of the two Boards. 
Although nominally applied to public 
purposes, not more than 10 or 20 per cent. 
of the amount is really expended on public 
account, The Censor proposes, therefore, 
in view of tke paramount claims of the 
works in progress at Yiian-ming Yiian, 
that these two funds be appropriated to 
the use of the Household Court, for ex- 
penditure on the Summer Palace. 


(2) In a further memorial the same 
Censor adverts to the charge under the 
head af “office expenses” which the 
Board of Revenue collects through the 
Provinces on the issue of certificates of 
rank to purchasers. This was originally 
fixed at Tls. 3 per cent., but afterwards 
reduced to one half that amount. He now 
apprehends that on being deprived of the 
‘* office expenses ” referred to in the pre- 
ceding memorial, the Board will seek to 
increase the percentage charge, thus dis- 
couraging intending purchasers of office, 
to the detriment of the revenue; and he 
begs that stringent orders be given for- 
bitding any such increase. He suggests 
at the same time that a few thousand taele 
be allowed annually to the Board of 
Revenue for actual office expenditure, 
which he declares is extremely limited in 
amount, from the revenue accruing from 
the purchase of office. Rescript: Let the 
Board of Revenue and the Board of Works 
consider and report upon Yi Pei’-hien’s 
proposals. 


(3) The Governor of Chekiang memoria- 
lizes, applying for rewards on behalf of the 
officials and notables who have rendered 
distinguished services in the transport by 
sea of the grain tribute from the Hang- 
chow, Kia-hing, and Hu-chow prefectures 
for the year 1873. The delivery effected 
at T’ung Chow last year was carried out 
with marked efticiency and economy, the 
limit of 8 mace (for transhipment expenses) 
per picul not being exceeded, and the 


functionaries employed, including the per- 
sons connected with the C. M.S. N. Com- 
, pany, are deserving of some token of the 
Imperial favour.. Rescript :—Referred to 
. the Board of Civil Oftice. 
June 21st.—(1) The Acting Governor 
- General of Yiinnan and Kweichow mem- 
_ orializes, reporting his action in weeding 
the Civil Service in Yiinnan of incompe- 
_tent members, in pursuance of a Decree 
received by him on the 12th February 
: Jast, enjoining carefulness in the selection 
of capable and worthy administrative 
- officials and the elimination of those who 
‘ are unfit to serve. After a long disserta- 
- tion on the necessity of enlightenment, 
: probity, and education among functionaries 
sto whom the Government of the people 
< is entrusted, the Governor-General pro- 
: ceeds to report that, independently of 
measures to be instituted later for 
: scrutinizing the conduct and abilities of 
‘the provincial officials from the rank 
Of Prefect downward, in both actual and 
« expectant employ, who have entered the 
: service in the regular manner through the 
literary examinations, those who have 
, obtained their rank and positions by 
, purchase have been subjected to a special 
, examination héld on three days in the 
; month of March last, under the presidency 
, of an accomplished scholar, in consequence 
., of which a number of District Magistrates 
,, and other officials have been, classified in 
. four divisions of literary merit. It is 
. proposed that the advancement of those 
. placed in the lowest classes be stopped for 
_, ohe or two years, in order to allow them 
. time to perfect themselves in further study, 
. and that those who have taken no place at 
all be, in the case of the higher grades, 
compelled to return to their native places 
and devote themselves to study for four 
“ or five yeara before obtaining employment, 
_ and in the lower grades, required tu send 
. In their resignation altogether. The ex- 
", amination papers are forwarded in original 
_ for inspection ; the subject is referred by 
Rescript for the consideration of the Board 
; of Civil Office. 
. (2). The same high official memorializes 
~ on behalf of several military officers, from 
the rank of General downwards, solici- 
‘ting their exemption from the duty of 
‘ exhjbiting their proficiency in archery on 
“horseback, on the score of wounds they 
‘ have received in the course of the late 
*campaigus. A regulation is in existence 
sanctioning such a proceeding, and by 
Rescript the application is allowed. 
_(3). From the same quarter an applica- 
‘tion is made for a re-issue of the Imperial 
“death warrant, the collection of Decrees, 
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the State Ritual, Regulations, and other 
official works, together with the warrant 
for the express messengers of the Board 
of War, which appertain to the office of 
the Commander-in-Chief of the Chinese 
in Yiinnan, but which were all destroyed 
when Ta-li Fu was captured by the insur- 


gents. General lo Ch’ang-ying A Ke 


being now about to take up his residence, 
in accordance with the regulations, at 
Ta-li Fu, the supply of these articles is re- 
quested. : 

(4) A further postscript memorial repre- 
sents that the Chinese Green Banner or 
regular military forces of Yiinnan had 
fallen into a complete state of ivefticiency 
during the long protracted hostilities in 
that province, and that in the conversion 
of the irregular troops (‘‘ braves”) into a 
part of the regular or standing army a 
sweeping reform of existing abuses must 
be instituted. A roundrobin has been re- 
ceived from the whole body of military 
officials, praying that, as they are now 
called upon to be active and diligent in 
drill &c., they may no longer be compelled 
to receive a portion of their pay in trea- 


sury notes (7 $h), ‘and may also be 


exempted from sundry stoppayes. This 
application, supported by the Governor- 
General, is granted by Rescript. 


June 22nd—(1) Yih-shan, a member of 
the Imperial kindred, Captain General of a 
Manchu Banner, who has repeatedly applied 
of late (being over 80 yoars of age) for per- 
mission to retire into private life, renews 
his application on the score that an in- 
firmity in his lower limbs incapacitates 
him from kneeling on the performance of 
any ceremony incumbent upon him in 
virtue of his office. Granted two months” 
additional congé. 

(2) The Board of Censorate reports an 
appeal on the part of Li Féng-ch’un of 
Kin Hien in Féng T’ien (Manchuria), who 
complains, being a farmer engaged in cul- 
tivating certain military lands the taxa- 
tion of which is fixed annually by the local 
authorities, the tax for last year having 
been settled at 880 cash per mow, which 
was punctually paid, that the clerks. 
engaged in collecting the revenue have 
illegally imposed additional exactions. 
Certain clerks and underlings having con- 
tracted for the collection of the land-tax, 
raised the rate of impost to 1,040 cash per 
mow, and where this augmentation was. 
protested against by the taxpayers, they 
denounced them as having resisted the 
collection of the land revenue and 
forced them to pay the illegal amount. 


In addition to this, the underlings sent to 
demand the payment of the tax further 
claimed a payment of ten tiao of cash per 
mow, and took four men into custody for 
refusing to pay this amount, sending them 
to the District Magistracy, where they were 
put into rigorous confinement and com- 
pelled tu pay 1,900 and odd tiao, for which 
acknowledgments may be produced in 
proof. Not only this, but in the course 
of March last the same police and others 
burst into the houses of the taxpayers 
under cover of night, carried off women by 
force of arms, and frightened one woman, 
Liu She; to death. One man whom they 
carried off to the jail, was there in secrecy 
beaten to death, and an attempt to carry a 
petition to the provincial capital was frus- 
trated by their preparing an ambush for 
the messengers and threatening to murder 
them. This complaint is referred in the 
usual manner for investigation. 

‘ (3) Another appeal case is likewise 
brought forward. A native of Sze-ch’wan, 
named Wang Ta-ch’un, complains that his 
nephew has been robbed and murdered by 
a gang of highwaymen, whose leader’s 
name is given. The murderer induced, by 
means of a bribe, the lucal headborough to 
report the corpse as that of a person un- 
known, after complainant himself had 
proceeded to the spot ; and no action has 
been taken in the matter. Referred as 
usual, ‘ 

June 23rd.—The Court Circular an- 
nounces the arrangements for a visit by 
his Majesty to Yiian-ming Yiian to-morrow 
morning. 

(1) A Decree distributing official posi- 
tions among the graduates of the late 
tsin-sze examinations. The list of names 
fills ten pages of the Gazette. 

(2) The Governor of Shen-si, Shao 
Héng-yii, applies for permission to retire, 
on the ground of ill-health. Granted two 
months’ congé. + 

June 24th.—(1) Li Lung-chang, Go- 
vernor-General of Chihli, memorializes, 
setting forth the divine protection afforded 
by the God of the Waters (the Dragon 
King) at Pa Chow in that province, where, 
during the reign Yung-chéng (A.D. 1723- 
1735) a memorial inscription was impe- 
rially bestowed. Inthe 4th moon of 1872 
the crops were menaced by dtought, when, 
on prayers being offered up at the temple 
of the Dragon King, refreshing showers 
were at once vouchsafed. In the following 
month a hailstorm ceased on similar sup- 
plication being made; in the 7th moon 
floods were averted, and in the 11th moon 
afall of snow, which was urgently re- 
quired, was brought about by a solemn 
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intercessionary service. The Governor- 
General applies for a mark of the Imperial 
approbation, in the shape of a tablet bear- 
ing a suitable inscription, to be suspended 
in the Temple.—Rescript already pub- 
lished. 

(2) The Governor-General of Chihli 
memorializes requesting a distribution of 
rewards to the officials and gentry of two 
districts who have contributed the funds 
required for rebuilding the walls of their 
respective cities, At Weichow this has been 
done at a total cost of Taels 37,916, and at 
Liang-hien Hien at a cost of Taels 51,600. 
In the former case the work occupied from 
the 11th March, 1867, to the 4th Nov., 
1868, and in the latter from the 10th June 
to the 6th December, 1868. 

(3) A postscript memorial from Li Hung- 
chang further represents that as he is 
obliged to continue in residence at Tientsin 
for the purpose of dealing with foreign 
affairs, he is unable to conduct the annual 
assize in gelges at the provincial capital, 
and he has consequently delegated this 
duty to the Chief Commissioners of Go- 
vernment on his behalf. 

June 26th.—(1) A Decree. Wén-siang 
having memorialized us, stating that his 
complaint gives no signs of recovery, and 
entreating that he may vacate his office, 
we accord him a further congé of one 
month for attention to his health in tran- 
quillity of mind. His office need not be 
vacated, 

(2 and 3) Memorials from the Financial 
and Judicial Commissioners of Shanai, 
with reference to the resumption of office 
by the former after a visit to Peking and 
presentation to his Majesty. 

(4) The Governor of Hunan memo- 
rializes, forwarding a statement presented 
by a number of ex-officials (natives of 
Hones), to the following effect. The 
lately deceased expectant Chu-she, Tso 
Hiao-wei ,» ® kii-jen graduate, 
was the eldest son of the Governor. 
General of Shensi and Kansuh, Tso 
Tsung-t’ang. From his childhood he was 
distinguished: in a marked degree by filial 
affection, and by devotion in particular 
to his mother. During an illness which 
prevented her from taking food he likewise 
refused it, and he spent the night in sup- 
plicating the divine powers that his own 
days might be shortened to augment the 
span of his parent’s life. When older, and 
pursuing his education, after learning how 
the sages Tséng and Min had excelled in 
filial devotion, he placed an inscription 
upon the wall of his study to remind him- 
self of the example they afford. Having 


" proceeded to Peking, after taking his ki- 
* gen degree, to compete at the tsin-sze 


> examination, 


he received news of his 


- mother’s illness, and instantly hastened 


home to wait upon her. When the disease 
had reached its height, he cut flesh from 


: his arm to mingle with the remedies pre- 


scribed, and on death supervening his 
despair was such that his reason was en- 
dangered. After completing the period of 


- mourning he proceeded to join his father 
: in the field, and rendered great assistance 


in preparing the draughts of his memorials 
and correspondence. The laceration of his 
arm, however, combined with mental effort, 
broke down his strength, but he concealed 
his illness as long as possible, in order to 
save his father from anxiety. When his 
condition could no longer be concealed, 
he was ordered by his father to re- 
turn home, but it was already too late 
for recovery. His dying injunctions to his 
younger brother were characterized by the 
same filial anxiety that had marked his 
actions during life.—The Governor, dwell- 
ing upon the virtues displayed by .the 
deceased, and recalling the invariable 


; practice of granting posthumous honours 


to those who have mutilated themselves 
for the benefit of their parents’ health, 


. when such mutiation results in the death 


of the sufferer himself, applies for a monu- 


. ment of the Imperial approbation on be- 
~ half of Tso Hiao-wei.—Rescript : Be it as 


* tractors for the salt revenue. 


is proposed. Let the proper Board take 
note. 
June 26th.—The Court Circular, records 


' that the Board of Ceremonies has requested 


his Majesty’s decision respecting the date 
for putting on gala dress in honour of the 
40th birthday of the Empress Mother.— 
The Governor of Shun-t’ien Fu announces 
the fall of 5 inches of rain in Peking. 

(1) The Governor-General of Chihli, Li 
Hung-chang, memorializes with reference 
to a proposed measure of relief to the con- 
On repeated 
occasions the difficulties under which the 
salt merchants labour have been repre- 
sented to the Throne, but owing to the con- 


. tinuance of military needs no relief has 


been experienced. Since 1848, the mono- 
polists have been saddled with the debts 


: of their predecessors, and of late years 


their distress has been aggravated by the 
deficient supply of salt and the increased 


» cost of transport in consequence of the 


. floods. 


At the same time, the freshly pre- 


: pared salt goes to waste much more rapidly 
. than that which has been kept for some 





time stored up. After several propositions 


. haye been rejected as inadmissible, a 
; request has been made for permission to 
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increase to some extent the water-allowance 
and the selling-price, and these the Go- 
vernor-General supports. An allowance 
for waste is recognized by the existing 
regulations, but the monopolists are no 
longer able to adhere to ‘the former usage 
of storing the salt for a year, in conse- 
quence of the abundant supply before 
shipping it off, and as the salt is now 
packed and sent off from the brine pans as 
tast as produced, the waste is 10 per cent. 
greater than formerly. As every catty of 
salt involves a payment to Government, 
the loss of every catty is felt by the mono- 
polists, and it is now proposed that per- 
mission be given to add henceforward 20 
catties to the weight allowed by regula- 
tion to each bag, as an allowance for 
waste, except for delivery to the dis- 
tricts between Tientsin and the sea, 
which immediately adjoin the salt-pro- 
ducing area. The proposed addition 
would hold good for the remainder of the 
province of Chihli and the whole of 
Honan, being the division of the Ch’ang- 
Lu salt delivery. The additional amount 
of 20 catties per bag would be exempt 
from duty payment, leaving the regulation 


. amount unaffected in any way. Again, as 


regards the selling price, which is also 
fixed by regulation, the prime cost of the 
salt has of late years been enhanced to the 
monopolists by scant supplies and increased 
outlay for carriage, etc., and the progressive 
rise in the value of silver has also occa- 
sioned great loss to the monopolists in the 
course of exchanging their receipts of cash 
into sycee for duty-payments. It is con- 
sequently proposed that an addition of 2 
cash per catty may be made to the selling 
price throughout the Ch’ang-Lu Gabelle 
district, with the exceptions already named 
above. As it is estimated that the con- 
sumption of salt per head of population is 
three mace-weight per diem (t.e. 3/160 of 
a catty), the additional cost to each indivi- 
dual will be no more than a little over one 
cash per month. The Governor-General 
proposes to give effect to the new sys- 
tem from the first of the month ensuing 
upon receipt of his Majesty’s sanction ; and 
to limit its duration to five years, on the 
expiry of which period further enquiry into 
the then existing circumstances may be 
made.—Rescript : Let the Board of Re- 
venue consider and report to Us. 


(2) The Governor-General, Li Hung- 
chang, memorializes, quoting a report from 
the Taotai at Newchwang, to the effect 
that three of the banditti who have lately 


menaced the foreign settlement ( i 7) 
at that port, have been captured and 


summarily executed, It is represented that 
owing to the floods of last year, an out- 
break of brigandage has been encouraged, 
and as the port of Newchwang is a place 
where foreign relations exist, its protection 
is of all the greater moment. Orders 
having been given by the Yamén of Foreign 
Affairs and by the Governor-General for 
energetic action in the matter, and a 
report having reached the Taotai in 
January last of a design to attack and 
‘ pillave the foreign settlement, a party of 
the drilled troops were sent out against 
the banditti, whom they attacked and 
dispersed, taking three prisoners. Of 
these the leading individual is a notorious 
highwayman, who has pursued a career 
of brigandage for 16 years past. Promo- 
tion and honours are requested for the 
officers in command of the troops. 

June 27.—(1). A rescript awards certain 
honorary distinctions to each of the Nui 
Koh or Inner Council, viz., one ‘* degree 


of merit ” m — a and the honor of 


being ‘‘ thrice recorded ” i = 

respectively to the Prince of Kung, Wén- 
siang, Pao-yiin, Jui-lin, Li Hung-chang, 
and Tso-tsung-t’ang. (These distinctions 
are available in case of future shortcomings 


— 
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of a trivial nature, when their deprivation - 


stands in stead of more serious forms of 
penalty). 

(2). A Memorial of unusual length from 
a board of high officials in the province of 
Shéng-king (Manchuria), conveying the 
result of a trial for parricide, with which 
they were charged last year, owing to a 
conflict of evidence at previous trials. A 
man named Féng Kii, of the Hai-ch’éng 
district, lived with two married sons 
named Féng Tai-ch’ang and Féng Teh-sin, 
and a nephew named Féng Teh-yii, in dif- 
ferent parts of the same dwelling. The 
wife of the elder son was named Féng Wu- 
she, and the younger son’s wife, Féng 
Chao-she. The latter was subject to fits 
of insanity, during which she lost the 
power of speech. ‘The two husbands were 
habitually away from home, pursuing their 
avocations as hired servants. According 
to the evidence now taken, criminal 
connexion had been formed between the 
nephew and the wife of the elder brother. 
After this had continued for some length 
of time, it was discovered by the father, 
Féng Kii, and the two guilty persons 
determined after a certain lapse of time.to 
rid themselves of his reproaches by mur- 
der. Accordingly, before daylight one 
morning, in the early part of 1873, they 
armed themselves with a hatchet, and 
entering Féng Kii’s room as he slept, 
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fulfilled their purpose. The man, having 
first stunned the victim by a blow on the 
head, proceeded to hack the face and skull 
with the edge of the chopper, and this 
bloody task was completed by the woman. 
She next proceeded to raise an outcry, 
accusing her lunatic sister-in-law of having 
committed the act ina fit of frenzy, and 
the insane woman, alarmed, but unable to 
express herself in words, took to flight and 
attempted to drown herself in the village 
well. She was seized, however, by the vil- 
lagers, and being suspected as the murderer, 
was given into custody. In the course of 
a few days, however, she was able to give 
the name of the real criminal, and the man 
and woman were thereupon apprehended. 
After alternate confession and retractation, 
the crime has now been brought home to 
the guilty parties, and the woman is sen- 
tenced to death by lingch’e (cutting in 
pieces) for the crime of parricide, the man 
being adjudged to suffer death by decapi- 
tation only, being related in a lesser degree 
to his victim, Sundry neighbours, who 
allowed themselves to be instigated into 
presenting a petition on behalf of the pri- 
soners, whose innocence they maintained, 
are to receive 40 strokes apiece, and the 
fatal weapon is forwarded to the District 
Magistrate, to be stored away in his 
treasury. Rescript: Let the Board of Punish- 
ments consider this with all dispatch. 

June 28th.—(1) A decree awards certain 
honours asked for by the Prince of Ch’un 
and his colleagues, on behalf of some mili- 
tary officers, who have exerted themselves 
in apprehending certain criminals who 
banded together last year to recapture by 
force a prisoner who had been seized in the 
breaking-up of a yang of gamblers. 

(2) The Governor-General and the mili- 
tary authorities of Chihli report the mea- 
sures taken for converting a force of 200 
drilled infantry, hitherto stationed necr 


! Ku-pei K’ow, into a mounted force, with a 


view to increased efficiency in taking action 
against brigandage in the vicinity of the 
Great Wall. : 

(3 & 4) Memorials from the Governors 
of Fu-kien and Shan-si, renewing their 
applications for leave to retire from the 
service on the score of ill-health. —Rescript 
granting further congé already published. 

June 29th.—(1) A decree in reply toa 
memorial from the Governor-General of 
the Two Kiang, acceding to his request for 
sanction to the erection of memorial tem- 
ples at Nanking, in honour of the two 
generals Hiang-yung and Chang Kwoh- 
liang, who fell at different times during 
the great rebellion, after occupying fors 
time Nanking with their forces. 
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(2) A decree. The 18th of November 
next being the auspicious date of the 40th 


« birthday of Her Majesty the Dowager 


: Empress -'I's’ze Hi Twan Yeo K’ang | (the 
* Empress-mother), let gratuities be issued, 
° in reverent conformity with the precedent 


ae 








on the 60th anniversary of the Empress- 


‘ mother’s birth in the 6th year of K’ien-lung 


(1741), to aged persons belonging to the 


: Eight Banners. Let bounty be bestowed 


. upon all persons above the ago of sixty, of 


: both sexes, officials, rank and file, or 
: eunuchs, belonging to the Eight Banners 


at Peking. Let the proper Board take 


1, steps accordingly. 


(8) A decree. Let the Palace revision 
of the sentences of the autumn assize of 


: this year proceed as usual; but let the 
+ death warrant be suspendedon this occasion 
: with regard to criminals adjudged actually 


: guilty of capital offences. 





June 30th.—The whole of this day’s 
Gazette is occupied by memorials from the 


4 Governor-General of Fukien and Chekiang 
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* on administrative details. 


July 1st.—(1) A Decree, conferring three 
memorial boards with inscriptions in the 
Imperial hand, upon the temples of the 


: Queen of Heaven, the God of the Winds, . 
: and the God of Dragons, at Kin Shan Tsui 


in Kiangsu, as a mark of gratitude for the 
divine assistance rendered in appeasing 
tempestuous weather during the construc- 


- tion of an embankment on the seacoast, as’ 


reported by the Governor, Chang Shu 
Shéng. 

(2) The Governor-General of the Two 
Kiang and the Governor of Kiangsu jointly 


« memorialize, soliciting a reduction in the 


tax-valuation of lands in the districts con- 
stituting the Prefecture of Kiang-ning Fu 


: (Nanking.) All records relating to the 


taxation of the seven districts in question 


. perished during the Rebellion, and since 


: 1868 a provisional system of land-revenue 


. collection has been in force. 


The Board 
of Revenue having been urgent of late for 
a return to the regular system of assess- 
ment, representation is now made of the 
obstacles in the way of such a course. It 
is stated that the extent of cultivated 


(taxable) land in the seven districts was, | 


according to the regulation heretofore estab- 
lished, 639,228,000 mow, assessed at Taels 
293,537 in money, and piculs 160,387 in 
kind (rice or beans.) The area of land at 
present actually restored to cultivation, in 
a greater or less degree, is 292,234,100 
mow, and the rates of taxation to which 
this land should be subjected can only be 


, ascertained in an indirect manner, by 
; Yeference to the official gazetteers of former 


periods, etc. One great difficulty is 
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occasioned by the fact that land held on the 


principle of military tenure Ww fd is to 
a very large extent intermingled with that 
of the ordinary freeholders, and it is no 
longer possible to distinguish the bounda- 
ries of one from the other. These military 
tenures (tun tien) are hereditary holdings, 
the revenue from which is destined to go 
toward the support of the persons employed 
in the grain-transport, and it is contrary 
to law to mortgage or sell such properties. 
Notwithstanding this, underhand transfers 
are made, under precautions against pub- 
licity suggested by a knowledge of the 
illegal nature of the transaction, and all 
the efforts made for the last century to 
regulate the question have failed to achieve 
the desired end. The consequent confu- 
sion has become worse confounded in 
consequence of the rebellion. The tenor of 
the proposition now laid before the Throne 
is that a reduction of 25 per cent. shall be 
allowed on the valuation in each of’ the 
three classes into which the taxable land 
is divided, in order 'o grant the relief 
which is earnestly prayed for by the inha- 
bitants and to prevent the abandonment 
of land which, were the present heavy 
assessment continued, would be thrown 
up by the cultivators. Rescript :—Let the 
Board of Revenue consider and report. 


July 2nd.—(1) The Manchu Commander- 
in-chief at Ninghia, Mu-t’u-shen, memo- 
rializes, reporting his return to his post at 
the end of May, after paying a visit to 
Peking at the Chinese New Year, when he 
was thrice honoured with an audience by 
his Majesty. He is about to weed out 
the superannuated and inefficient from the 
ranks of the cavalry force under his orders. 

(2) The Governor of Honan reports his 
return to the Provincial capital, for the 
purpose of conducting the annual revision 
of criminal cases (the autumn assize), before 
completing the. military inspection of the . 
Province, of which part has already been 
accomplished. 

(3) Tsai-ts’ien and two other Manchu 
dignitaries memorialize, respecting the 


Charitable Fund Gk 7B Ji) of which 


they are the treasurers. The fund was 
organized in 1729, when the Emperor 
Yung-chéng caused a sum to be issued 
from the Privy Purse for the purchase of 
lands, the rentals of which were to be paid 
into the fund for the purpose of providing 
grants to officers and soldiers of the Man- 
chu forces for marriage or funeral expenses, 
for compassionate allowances, pensions to 
widows and orphans, etc. The duty of 
collecting and paying in the rents was 
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imposed on the Magistrates of the Districts 
in which the lands are situate. A long 
list of arrears is now given, and his Majesty 
is implored to cause an end to be put to 
the neglect that has long prevailed on this 


subject. 
KB ia , the 


July 3rd.—(1) Yin-teh, 
officer appointed to act provisionally as 
Taotai and Superintendent of Customs at 
Newchwang, memorializes, reporting his 
arrival at that port. He has relieved the 
actual Taotai, King-fuh, who, having been 
reported for distinguished merit at the 
triennial scrutiny while holding office as 
Taotai at Kiukiang, has been summoned 
at the instance of the Board of Civil Office 
to be presented to his Majesty. The new 
Taotai recognizes the importance of his 
duties in connection with a port open to 
foreign trade, where he has at the same 
time to superintend the drilling of 
troops, the collection of duties, the sup- 
pression of brigandage, and measures for 
the welfare of the people. Although fear- 
ing that he is unequal to his trust, he will 
exert every effort in the discharge of the 
duties incumbent upon him. 

(2) The Governor-General of Chihli trans- 
mits a report received from the Magistrate 
of the Ts’ing-yiian District, to the effect 
that a eunuch named Tsiao Teh-shan has 
been apprehended there. According to his 
statement, he is 34 years of age, and a 
native of the district of Ho-kien, where, 
at the age of 16, he became a eunuch, upon 
which he was appointed to a place in the 
imperial secretariat, from whence he was 
transferred to fill a place in the buttery. 
Being subjected to extreme hardship, he 
took an opportunity of making his escape 
in July, 1873, and in April last, having 
found his way to the provincial capital 
(Pao-ting Fu) he was apprehended and 
given into the Magistrate’s charge. He 
states that he has been guilty of no crimi- 
nal act, has made use of no false pretences 
to obtain money, and has been harboured 
by no persons cognizant of his condition. 
On receipt of this report, the Governor- 
General brings the matter to his Majesty’s 
knowledge, and at the same time forwards 
the prisoner to the Court of the Imperial 
household to be dealt with. 


(3) The Governor-General of Chihli me- 
morializes reporting the capture of a pirate 
junk bya Chinese steam gunboat near 
Newchwang. The Taotai at that port 
states that on the 23rd May last a com- 
plaint was lodged by the master of a 
Junk, to the effect that he had been plun- 
dered by pirates in the Gulf of Liaotuug, 
upon which orders_were given to the 
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officer in command of the Foochow 
arsenal guubvat Meiyiin, then in port, to 
proceed to sea in search of the pirate. On 
reaching the islands called Kii-wha Tao 
the junk was fallen in with, and after a 
resistance of upwards of two hours’ dura- 
tion she was driven in amongst the islands, 
her crew were hemmed in, and vigorously 
attucked. Three of the pirates were killed 
by gunshot wounds, five lost their lives by 
drowning, and the remainder, eleven in 
number, were captured, together with the 
junk, which carried an armament of nine 
guns. A quantity of powder and arms 
was also found on board, as well as two 
shoes of sycee, forming part of the pro- 
perty of which the complainant had been 
robbed, beside clothing, etc. On the pri- 
soners being placed on trial it was found 
that their original number was 19, under 
the leadership of one Tsiang Ts’av, and 
that for years past they have been engaged 
in piratical depredations on the coasts of 
Shantung and Manchuria, pillaging traders, 
and carrying off women and girls, whom 
they have in turns abused. Confessions 
to this effect having been taken, the eleven 
prisoners have been summarily executed, 
and the stolen property identified by the 
complainant has been given back to him. 
The remainder of the capture has been 
partly awarded as prize money, and partly 
confiscated on public account. The 
Governor-General observes hereupon, after 
commending the promptitude and effi- 
ciency with which the capture of the pirate 
was effected, that an action of this 
description, performed by an officer in 
command of a steam vessel built by the 
Chinese Government itself, deserves a more 
than ordinary reward, and he solicits 
promotion to the rank of Captain for the 
officer, T’u Tsung-nien, in command of 
the Meiyiin, together with a peacock feather 
of the second class. Distinctions for the 
rest of the officers and crew are also 
applied for. 

July 4th. (1) A further memorial from 
the Grand Secretary Wénsiang, appealing 
for the third time for leave to retire from 
public service, and to devote himself to the 
restoration of his health. In the anxiety 
that besets him owing to the reflection 
that his duties remain unfilled, he finds 
himself growing worse and worse. Sleep 
more than ever deserts him at night, and 
the asthma, loss of consciousness at in- 
tervals, and other complaints under which 
he labours, have resisted all attempts at 
cure. He entreats permission to retire 
altogether into private life, trusting that 
quiet and freedom from care may perha 
enable him to regain his health. At the 


: first moment that he may feel able to bear 


. up under active employment, 


he will 
assuredly nut allow himself to be tempted by 


. @ life of ease.—Rescript yranting another 
: month’s congé has already been published. 


(2) A memorial from Wu T’ang, Gov- 
ernor-General of Szech’wan. On the 9th 


. April, a despatch was received from the 


Comptroller-General of the Imperial House- 


: hold, stating that his Majesty’s commands 


having been received for the repair of 
Yiian-ming Yiian and the adjacent places, 
sanction has been applied for to the 


: Gespatch of instructions to the provincial 


governments of the two Hu, the two Kwang, 


: and Szech’wan, calling upon each to pro- 
. vide 3,000 large pieces of timber, to be 
. paid for as part of the regular provincial 


expenditure. The respective governments 


. were likewise to report before the end of 


May the extent to which this order canbe 
complied with, specifying dimensions of 
the timber they can furnish. In the 
detailed statement accompanying this des- 
patch it is set forth that balks of cedar, 
hard-pine, and three other descriptions of 
timber, are required, in diameters ranging 


- from 4 cWth to 7 ts’un, and in lengths from 


4 chang 8 ch’ith tol chang 5 ch’th. Beside 


_ these 3,000 pieces of heavy timber, 500 


logs of soft-pine for mast wood are specified, 


in lengths of 6 chang, and of diameters 


_ 600 more logs of another kind. 


- journey from the provincial capital. 


from 1 ch’ih 5 ts’un downwards; with 
Upon 
this the Governor-General has to re- 
present that about the year 1825 orders 
were given for the supply of 417 logs 
of hardwood and 673 lengthe of other 
timber from Szech’wan, for the procuring 
of which agencies were organized in the 
primeval forests near Ta-tsien Lu and 
Yiieh-tsiin T’ing, distant 10 or 15 days’ 
The 
trees, when felled, lay a great distance 


from the nearest rivers, from which they 


were separated by lofty ranges of moun- 
tains, Years were spent in dragging the 


. timber over mountains and valleys, for 


which purpose it was necessary to construct 


. roads, at a great expenditure of labour. 


Much of the timber was injured in the 
course of transport, and had to be replaced; 
and years elapsed before the supply called 
for was ready for shipment. Since 1859, 


‘. when the province was overrun in all 


“size. 


directions by the rebels, the greater por- 
tion of the standing trees cf any size have 
been burnt down or felled, and the subse- 
quent growth is not yet of a serviceable 
It would be quite’ impossible to 
meet a demand such as the present, which 
is several times greater than that of half a 
century ago. Dwelling once more upon 
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the immense difficulties that interpose in 
the way of transport of timber by land, 
the Governor-General proceeds to say that 
when the water courses are at length 
reached, matters are not much more favour- 
able, owing to the rapids that occur every- 
where. lt would be necessary to float the 
timber log by log down the mountain 
streams to Kia-ting Chow, at which place 
only could they be formed into, rafts. 
Instructions have been given to capable 
and able-bodied officials, directing them to 
proceed to the forest region for the purpose 
of ascertaining what timber can really be 
supplied ; but to comply with the require- 
ment of sending in a report by the month 
of May was absolutely impossible ; and the 
Governor-General begs for more time, As 
regards the soft-pine, moreover, it was 
represented on the former occasion that 
this wood in Szech’wan is of a very loose 
and porous texture, and is apt to split 
after being soaked in water, and afterwards 
exposed to the sun ; on which ground the 
order for it was then cancelled, and it is 
asked that the same may. now be done.— 
Rescript : Be it as is requested. Let the 
Office in question take note. 

(2) A postscript memorial from the same 
quarter, to the effect that in a despatch 
from the Imperial Household it is stated 
that an expectant Prefect named Li Kwang- 
chao has laid an offer before the Throne of 
contributions toward the rebuilding of 
Yiian-ming Yiian. It appears that he 
offers some 100,000 to 150,000 Taels’ worth 
of timber, in the shape of trees of different 
species of hardwood, which during many 
years of business transactions in different 
provinces he has purchased and left stand- 
ing. ‘hese he proposes to have felled and 
brought to Peking. He adds a request 
that in Hunan and Hupeh, Szech’wan, 
and three other provinces, the high 
authorities be called upon to grant him free 
passes for the timber, to exempt it from 
payment of duty at all custom-houses. 
Upon this the Governor-General observes 
that if Li Kwang-chao were, as he states, 
the proprietor for many years past of grow- 
ing timber under the circumstances alleged, 
people in the trade could not fail to have 
cognizance of the fact; but on his having 
caused inquiries to be made through the 
district authorities of all the timber-dealers 
and others connected with the business, 
nothing can be heard of any person named 
Li, as having purchased stock of the kind, 
nor of any agent having been sent by such 
aman into the province. There appears 
to be not an atom of truth in his story, and 
it is requested that his letter on the sub- 
ject may be cancelled, and no further notice 


be taken of it.—Rescript agreeing to the 
above. 

July 5.—(1) The Superintendent of 
Scholarship (Literary Chancellor) of Shensi 
and Kansuh memorializes reporting his dis- 
covery of two scholars of eminent worth and 
erudition, who are living in retirement 
careless of worldly advancement, and for 
whom he requests official honours. Dvwell- 
ing upon the ancient literary glories of 
Shensi under the Han and T’ang dynasties 
(when the capital of China was situated 
within the limits of the present province), 
he states that, notwithstanding the trou- 
bles of recent years, which have impo- 
verished the entire population, the tradi- 
tions of study have not been lost. In his 
own position, it is his peculiar duty to give 
an impulse to scholarship, and in pursuance 
of this object he has sought out the two 
persons, named Ho Jui-lin and Yang Shu- 
ch’un, both holding inferior literary de- 
grees, whose reputation for devotion to 
study had reached his ears, and whom he 
has found to be deeply versed in the learn- 
ing of the commentators. Following a 
former precedent, he requests that the 
title of Preceptor at the State College may 
be conferred upon each.—Rescript: Let 
the Board of Ceremonies decide and report. 

(2 and 3) Further memorials from the 
same quarter, the first urging that the 
Literary Chancellor may be empowered to 
lay before the Throne the applications 
made to him during his official peregrina- 
tions for marks of Jmperial approbation 
upon virtuous and filial conduct, and the 
second referring to the measures he has 
instituted for multiplying schools for clas- 
sical study throughout his province. 

July 6th.—(1) A Decree. Let Ts’ung- 
shih (as President of the Board of Pun- 
ishments) proceed by post-relay to Shan 
Hai-kwan (the seaward termination of the 
Great Wall) to investigate matters. Let 
his snite likewise travel by post-relay. 

(2) The Governor of Nyan-hwei applies 
for a mark of Imperial approbation for the 
virtuous and devoted conduct of a woman 
of the rank of concubine. A sub-prefect 
named Ho, residing at Ngan-k’ing Fu, 
having no male issue by either his wife or 
aconcubine named Niu, took, in 1865, a 
second concubine, named Kia, who dis- 
played the most exemplary regard for all 
prescriptive duties, so that no one hada 
word to say against her. Ona son being 
born to Madame Nui, she loved the child 
as though it had been her own. After 
nursing her husband with the most devoted 
care during a long illness, and praying that 
she might be allowed to suffer in his stead, 
she vowed that on his death she would 


Google 


62 


follow him to the grave, and on his decease 
taking place on the 6th January last, after 
20 days had been given up by her to the 
funeral observances, she retired to her 
apartment, took poison, and died. Her 
age was twenty-five.—Rescript. Let a 
memorial tablet be granted as applied for. 

(3) The Military Governor of Shéng- 
king, Tu-hing-ah, and his colleagues, me- 
morialize representing the necessity for 
sanction to summary measures in dealing 
with the mounted highwaymen who have 
infested Manchuria for many years past. 
In order to prevent the escape of offenders 
from the last severity of justice, and to 
strike asalutary example, it is necessary to 
give the local officials power for the 
present to execute prisoners on the spot. 
Rescript: Let the Board of Punishments 
take note. 

July 7th. (1)- The Prince of Ch’un, Yih 
Hwan, and a colleague, memorialize re- 
porting the capture of ‘certain fugitives 
from justice who had been concerned in 
an assault upon a Deputy Magistrate. 
The workmen employed at the Imperial 
Mausolea having been enticed into gam- 
bling by bad characters of the neigh- 
bourhood, an official was sent with police 
to break up the gambling places, and a 
Mohammedan named Yangsze was appre- 
hended, and put in the cangue. He was, 
however, forcibly released from custody by 
a gang of his associates, who moreover set 
upon and beat the deputy Magistrate. A 
number of the guilty parties have now 
been traced out and apprehended, under 
order of the high officials in charge of the 
works, 

(2) The Board of Censorate forwards the 
appeal presented on behalf of two women 
of the district of Jeh-ho, complaining of 
pillage of their property and the murder 
of their relatives by certain banditti who 
have infested that region for some time 
past. Troops sent against these malefactors 
have failed to check their depredations, 
although the ringleajer, named Li Hwa- 
long, wasslain. Redress is urgently asked 
‘or. 

July 8th. —The Governor-General of the 
Two Kiang, Li Tsung-hi, memorializes 
asking sanction for the erection of a memo- 
rial temple at Nanking in honour of the 
two Imperial commanders Chang Kwoh- 
liang and Hiang Yung, who fell during 
the rebellion. Rescript already published. 

The remainder of this day’s Gazette is 
occupied by administrative details, 

July 9th.—(1) The Governor of Kiangsu 
Memorializes setting forth the divine 
protection vouchsafed during the repair of 
a seawall in the districts of Hwa-t’ing and 


Kin-shan, which is essential to the safety 
of a large extent of country. On this 
work having been completed during the 
reign of Tao-kwang, imperial orders were 
given for the erection of three Temples 
as a token of gratitude for the fostering 
care of the supernal powers; and when, 
during the progress of works of repair 
commenced in 1868, danger has been 
occasioned by tempestuous weather or 
river floods, a supernatural light has never 
failed to manifest itself on the face of the 
waters, upon which security has forthwith 
been restored. To these facts the officials 
in charge of the works and the people of 
the neighbourhood have alike’ been eye- 
witnesses; and now that the works are 
approaching completion, the local notables 
have besought that memorial boards may 
be conferred by his Majesty upon the 
three Temples, to blazon forth the inter- 
vention of the supernatural powers —A 
Rescript acceding to the application has 
already appeared, 

(2) The joint Governors of Shun-t’ien 
Fu memorialize respecting the transmission 
‘of army supplies to Western Mongolia, 
stating that the system set on foot in 1868 
for the carriage of funds by the way of 
Shansi had been subsequently changed for 
the northern route by the way of Ch’ahar, 
passing through Chang-kia-k’ow (Kalgan). 
The amount of Ts. 1,000,000 was appro- 
priated by Imperial decree last year to 
the army supplies of Kansuh, which was 
remitted in five instalments. A recent 
decree has ordered a remittance of Ts. 
200,000 to be forwarded to Tarbagatai. 
The object of the present memorial is 
to suggest, owing to the paucity of 
officials available for undertaking the 
transmission of large sums of this nature to 
their destination, thatsanction may be given 
to the delivery of the amounts sent for- 
- ward to places beyond the Great Wall to 

the officers delegated by the respective 
Military Governors to reside at Kalgan as 
commissaries. 

(3) A postscript memorial from the Go- 
vernor of Kiangsu denounces a military 
officer of the rank of captain, named Hu 


Kia-hing AK for dissipated conduct 
and breaches of discipline, aggravated by 


an insubordinate tone toward his superior 
officer when removed from his post. At 
the Governor’s request a Rescript is 
granted cashiering Hu Kia-hing, and 
: directing that he be sent in custody to his 

native place, where he is to be placed 
- under stringent restraint. 

July 10th.—(1) A Decree ordering the 
arrest of a civil and a military officer in 
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Tibet, who are accused by the Imperial 
resident of having conspired together to 
appropriate to themselves Tis, 5,000 of 
government money. They are pronounced 
as stripped of their rank, and are to be 
sent as prisoners to the Governor-General 
of Szech’wan for trial, accompanied by the 
witnesses and all documents relating to the 
case, 

(2) Tso Tsung-t’ang, Governor-General 
of Shensi and Kansuh, memorializes, 
stating that in January last he re- 
ceived a letter from Chung K’ien-kiin, 


af 2, an official who has retired 


from the public service after holding office 
as Comptroller of the Salt Revenue in the 
Two Kwang, to the effect that, having 
sufficient means of subsistence in some 
poor lands which he owns, he is desirous 
of devoting the sum of Taels 40,0''0, being 
the amount received by him as pay during 
his official career, to works of charity. He 
appropriates one-half to the relief of the 
distressed poor of the province of Chihli, 
and the remainder he sends for distribution 
among the destitute population of Suh- 
chow (the region recovered from the Ma- 
homedan insurgents in Kansuh at the 
close of last year). With this communi- 
cation there was received the sum of Taels 
20,724 in Siang-p’ing weight, equal to 
Tis, 20,000 at Government weight. The 
Governor-General observes that since the 
recapture of Suh-chow the population has 
been in extreme distress, whilst their 
sufferings from want have been greatly 
exceeded by those experienced in the three 
districts of Ngan-si-chow, Yii-mén, and 
Tun-hwang, lying outside the Wall. An 
expenditure of Taels 30,000 for clothing 
and food has gone but a small way toward 
relief. He now proposes to distribute the 
sum contributed as above stated among 
the districts in question, in the shape of 
grants to cultivators, and he goes on to 
bear testimony to the character of the 
donor, a fellow-provincial of his own. 
Although it is specially stipulated by 
Chung K’ien-kiin that his gift is not offered 
with any view to corresponding reward, 
the Governor-General feels bound, never- 
theless, to bring the facts to his Majesty’s 
notice. 

(3) In a postscript memorial, Tso Tsung- 
t’ang further records the contribution of 
Taels 6,925 by the officials, high and low, 
of the civil service in Shensi, in sums 
varying from Tls. 1,000 to Tis. 50, on 
behalf of the destitute population of 
Western Kansuh. The greater portion of 
this sum has been expended in the purchase 
of 12,180 wadded coats, for distribution, 


leaving a balance of Tis. 229.6.3.3.8, 
which has been handed over to thecharitable 
food agency. The allotment of appropriate 
rewards by way of encouragement is sub- 
mitted to his Majesty’s decision. 

July 11th.—(1) The Governor-General of 
Fukien and Chéh-kiang reports the arrival 
of 12 shipwrecked Loo-chooans, who have 
been rescued and brought into port at 
Foochow. The resident Loo-chooan inter- 
preter having been called upon to take the 
statements of these men, they allege that 
they set sail on the 18th April from Napa 
Fu in a small juok, with a cargo of 55 bags 
of salt to be conveyed to Pa Ch’ung-shan. 
On the following day the junk was dis- 
masted in a gale, and drifted before the 
wind, until, on the 3rd May, they were 
fallen in with and rescued by a fishing- 
junk off Ting-hai, on the coast of Fukien. 
Hereupon the Governor-General observes 
that from the date of arrival of these dis- 
tressed barbarians, whose condition is 
highly to be commiserated, they are by 
reyulation entitled to receive each an 
allowance of one shéng of rice and six cash 
in money for the purchase of salt and 
vegetables, per diem, beside which, on the 
day of departure for their own country, 
provisions for a mouth are to be issued to 
them, beside a commutation in money for 
certain gifts. Their vessel being found to 
be in a seaworthy condition, they are to be 
sent back in her to Loochoo, and two 
natives of Fukien, skilled in local pilotage, 
are to be assigned tu them for the purpose 
of directing tlieir course. 

(2) The same high official denounces 
the civil and military functionaries of 
Ma-hiang Ting, in the prefecture of Ts’iian- 
chow, for their failure to apprehend the 
perpetrators of a robbery committed at a 
pawnshop at Kin-mén (Quemoy.) In the 
middle of April last, a band of robbers 
attacked and pillaged the pawnshop in 
question, wounding two of the assistants ; 
and notwithstanding the gravity of the 
case, the civil and military officials con- 
cerned have failed for upwards of a month 
since the occurrence, both to make a 
single arrest and to recover any of the 
stolen property. They have been deprived 
of their buttons, and held bound to 
take steps within two months’ time, by 
offers of reward and the employment of 
informers, to find means to arrest the 
whole of the perpetrators of this crime, 
and to recover the stolen property. If 
they fail in this, they will be further 
stringently denounced to the Throne. 

July 12th.—The Governor of Nganhwei 
memorializes with reference to the request 
lately presented to the Throne by the 
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Censor Téng K’ing-lin, who requested 
that as rebellion is now at an end through- 
out the empire, the old system of trial in 
cases of brigandage or robbery may be 
reverted to. This having been referred 
by rescript to the Board for consi- 
deration, report has been made to 
the effect that it is not expedient to 
reimpose the operation of the old con- 
stitutional system too precipitately, lest 
practical difficulties be entailed by so doing, 
and suggestiny that the provincial govern- 
ments be called upon to report concerning 
the circumstances ‘prevailing within their 
respective jurisdictions, Upon this the 
Governor reports that elements of disorder 
are still rife in the northern section of this 
province, owing to the fact of its having 
been a principal focus of the Nien-fei rebel- 
lion, whilst in the southern division great 
numbers of emigrants irom other parts 
have found homes, whosé disp sitions are 
as yet still in an unsettled state. Beside 
this, disbanded braves, sent back to their 
native places, figure largely in the popula- 
tion. Owing to this condition of affairs, 
military posts have been dotted over the 
country for the preservation of order, and 
to these precautions the moral effect of 
summary executions in all cases of brigand- 
age, and of disturbances on the part of dis- 
banded braves, has been added. The Gov- 
ernor considers it still desirable to continue 
the practice of this system, which has the 
advantage, moreover, of preventing the jails 
from becoming overcrowded, whereby evils 
of another sort may readily be created. 
Rescript—Let the Board of Punishments 
take note. 

July 13th.—The Governor of Honan 
memorializes stating that whereas the 
country in the neighbourhood of Honan 
Fu is of a hilly nature and liable to suffer 
from drought, repeated instances of divine 
intervention have been manifested in re- 
cent years, on prayers being offered by the 
officials and notables at the Temple of the 
Drayon God, in the shape of downfalls of 
rain or snow, according to the season. 
Furthermore, in the district of Téng-féng, 
on the northern side of the Sung shan, 
there is a pool called the Lake of the Nine 
Dragons, where a temple to the Dragon 
God exists, which was founded in the reign 
K’ai-yiian of the T’ang dynasty (about the 
middle of the 8th century) ; and on prayers 
being offered by supplicants from far or 
near refreshing showers have been at once 
vouchsafed. Last winter, when the health 
vf the provincial capital was suffering from 
want of snow, the Governor sent for some 
water from the lake, which, on being 
brought toanaltar prepared for the purpose, 


and on the supplication being offered, 
produced immediately the desired result. 
Basing his application on the law. which 
gives sanction to requests of the kind, 
when manifestations of divine protection 
ta the people in warding off calamities or 
distress have been shown, the Governor 
consequently solicits a mark of Imperial 
recognition for the two localities referred 
to. Rescript: Let the Board of Ceremo- 
nies deliberate and report to Us upon this. 

The remainder of this day’s Gazette is 
occupied wit} memorials on the appoint- 
ment of minor officials in Hunan and 
Honan. 

July 14th. —The Governor-General of Hu- 
kwang and the Governor of Hupeh jointly 
memorialize reporting the results of the 
collection of revenue from trading licenses 
and likin during the past three years, and 
applying for rewards for the officials con- 
cerned. They premise by stating that 
owing to the drain upon the revenues of 
Hupeh caused by the rebellion, the former 
Governor, Ha Lin-yih, obtained his Majes- 
ty’s sanction in 1855 to the institution of 
a licensing system for traders, and in the 
course of the same year the Board of 
Revenue transmitted a copy of the regula- 
tions introduced in Kiangsu for the li-kin 
tax, with instructions to put them ex- 
perimentally in force. In 1857 a general 
Board for the control of trading licenses 
and likin tax (i.e, for the taxation of 
trade in situ and in transitu) was organized 
at the provincial capital, uuder the direc- 
tion of the chief administrative officers of 
Government. Since then there have been 
seven successive reports to the Throne, 
submitting the names of different officials 
for approbation. It has now to be stated 
that the receipts during the past triennial 
period have been as follows : 


In silver-Taels, Strings of Cash, 
' From April 1871 to 
; April 1872......... 521,542, 1,903, 900. 
From April 1872 to 
April 1873......... 560, 887. 1,914,200. 
“ From April 1873 to 
* April 1874......... 560,115. . 1,733,393. 


' The total revenue, as above stated, for 
. the three years amounts to an aggregate of 
’ Taels 5,112,229 (five million one hundred 
’ and twelve thousand two hundred and 

twenty-nine), taking silver and cash toge- 
. ther at current rates of exchange. What 
. has not been remitted either to Peking or 
“ to other provinces as auxiliary supplies, 
_ and contributed for the relief of distress in 
. Chihli, for the works at the Imperial tombs 
_ and the pay of the naval forces on the 
, Yangtsze, has been handed over to the 
» Military Board of the province, to meet 
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the demands accruing there. A separate 
return of expenditure is made by the de- 
partment in question. Since commands 
were received in 1868 to abolish some of 
the likin barriers, the revenue hassuffered an 
immediate diminution, whilst at the same 
time the outgoings have been increased. 
Of late years, moreover, the quantity of 
foreign merchandize passing the likin bar- 
riers from the outports under exemption 
from the tax is daily on the increase, and 
the receipts have further fallen off in. con- 
sequence. Notwithstanding this, the 
demands upon the province for funds to 
supply Peking and other provinces, the 
military garrisons by land and water in the 
province itself, which have been retained 
after disbanding the remainder of the irre- 
gular forces, etc., etc., are requirements 
which must absolutely be met, and which 
the likin, alone furnishes the means of 
complying with. Under these circum- 
stances, it is necessary to call upon the 
officials employed to use the most active 
efforts, and with a view of encouraging 
them in the discharge of this duty, as well 
as of rewarding past services, the authorities 
ask for marks of Imperial approbation for 
the persons set forth in a list which they 
submit.—The Memorial and list of names 
are referred by Rescript to the Board for 
due consideration. 

July 15.—The Court Circular announces 
that his Majesty will to-morrow proceed to 
Yiian-ming-yiian, and after inspecting the 
works, offer incense at the shrine of Li 
Tsu. After dining in the Shwang Ho 
cabinet, his Majesty will return to Peking 
by the morning’s route. 

(1 and 2) Decrees conferring the offices 
held by Ts’ung-shih, as President of the 
Board of Punishments and Captain-General 
of the bordered white Mongolian Banner, 
on two other high functionaries, during his 
absence from Peking on a special mission. 

(3) The Governor of Chekiang reports 
the completion of his tour of military in- 
spection. Since the despatch of his last 
memorial he has proceeded from the pro- 
vincial capital by way of Yen-chow, Kii- 
chow, é&c., to Wén-chow, wherehe embarked 
on board a steamship which conveyed him 
to T’ai-chow, Ting-hai, and Ningpo. From 
the last named place he proceeded by boat 
along the inland waters to Shao-hing, 
reaching Hang-chow Fu again on the 11th 
June. He was well satisfied with the 
skill in musketry firing, the shield exercise, 
use of scaling-ladders, and the practice 
with spears, which was exhibited by the 
land forces, as well as with the exhibitions 
of .horse and foot archery, matchlock 
and gingal practice, &c. As regards the 
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display of naval drill on the coast, great 
dexterity was shewn by the troops in 
the act of diving, climbing masts, and 
discharging firearms. The targets used 
were all of the regulation size and make, 
not larger than the prescribed pattern, nor 
placed unduly close to the marksmen. 
Rewards have been bestowed on the 
deserving, and those who are disqualified 
by age or unfitness from rendering efficient 
service, have been either compelled to leave 
the service or required to improve their 
efficiency within a given time. Measures 
are called for with reference to the repair 
of the war-junks, which are exposed to 
continual deterioration. 


(4) A memorial from the Censors super- 
intending the southern division of Peking, 
observing with reference to the case of 
robbery of an ingot of silver which was 
reported some months ago, that four 
months have elapsed without any arrest 
having been effected, and urging that the 


police officer responsible be subjected to a © 


further penalty. 


July 16th.—(1) The Governor of Shansi 
reports the suicide of a petty official, in 
consequence of certain gambling trans- 
actions, and submits for deprivation of 
rank the names of his fellow-gamesters. 
Having heard rumours that gambling was 
going on in the provincial capital among 
certain officials, he had given orders for 
proceedings to be taken against the delin- 
quents, when a further report was brought 
to him that on a certain evening some 
three or four civilian functionaries of low 
degree had met together, when one of 
their number, named Lui Chung-ho, had 
produced dice, and the party thereupon 
began to throw for stakes. On making 
up the reckoning next morning, it was 
found that Lui Chung-ho had lost 30,000 
cash ; but another of the party, missing a 
lump of sycee which he was certain Lui 
Chung-ho had appropriated, demanded it 
from him. Being taunted by a third 
member of the party with his attempt at 
dishonesty, Lui Chung-ho lost his temper, 
and a personal encounter ensued, which 
was put an end to by the interference 
of others present; but the result of 
the affair was that on the following 
day Lui Chung-ho took a dose of opium, 
from the effects of which he died. The 
Governor submits the names of those who 
participated in the gambling transaction, 
and by Rescript they are stripped of their 
rank and ordered to be brought to trial. 


(2) The military Governor of Uliasutai, 
Ch’ang-shun, reports the execution of two 
Kalka Mongols, who had been ringleaders 
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of a band of brigands, of whom 16 in all 
have been captured and executed. 

July 17th.—(1) A Decree. Let each of 
the chair-bearers in attendance upon Us 
yesterday receive of Our bounty a gra- 
tuity of one Tael’s weight of silver, to 
be issued from the treasury of the House- 
hold. (Note. This imperial largesse is 
probably to recompense for the exposure 
of the suite to a tremendous rainstorm 
during the visit made to Yaan-ming Yiian 
on the 16th inst.) 

(2) The*Guvernor of Hunangnemorializes 
requesting a mark of imperial approbation 
for the District Magistrate of Ning-hiang, 
who has set a shining example to all his bro- 
ther-officials by remitting the whole of the 
rice-commutation levy of his district for 
last year, to the amount of Taels 14,726, 
plus Taels 925 for the supplementary ex- 
penses due, within the prescribed period. 
This is so unusual a display of activity and 
punctuality as to call for special commen- 
dation. Rescript: Let the Magistrate 
Shu Sin-t’ien be handed over to the Board, 
for proposition of reward on a distinguished 
scale. 


July 18th.—(1) A Decree temporarily 
stripping of their rank, but continuing in 
office, two Colonels of the Manchu garrison 
at Chinkiang, named Yen-K’ang and 
Shan-lion, who have been denounced by 
the Commander-in-chief for causing an 
outbreak among the soldiery by their delay 
in the issue of the rice-allowance. The 
mutineers are at the same time to be ap- 
prehended and severely punished. 

(2 and 3). Memorials from Tso Tsung- 
tang, Governor-General of Shensi and 
Kansuh, on sundry military appointments. 

July 19th.—(1) A Rescript. Let Hai- 


ying iE KR be appointed to the post of 
Manchu Brigadier General at Chinkiang. 

(2 and 3). Rescripts prescribing the 
course to be pursued at impending reli- 
gious ceremonies. ; 

(4). A Memorial from the Governor of 
Kiangsu, forwarding a petition on the part 
of certain notables of T’ai-ts’ang for the in- 
troduction of the name of Luh She-i, 4 
philosophical writer of the 18th century, 4 
native of that department, among those of 
the worthies to whom sacrifices are offered 
in the Confucian temples. They represent 
that his principal work had place of high 
distinction allotted to it in the Imperial 
Catalogue of K’ien-lung’s reign, and that 
the distinction they apply for on behalf of 
his memory will be gratefully received by 
the inhabitants of his birthplace. Re- 
script: Let the Board of Ceremonies 
consider and Report to Us. 


(5). A Postscript Memorial from the 
same quarter forwards an _ application 


. made by Ying Pao-she, the Judicial and 


acting Financial Commissioner of Kiangsu, 
for a mark of Imperial distinction for a 


- lately deceased secondary wife of his late 


_ aged twenty-two years. 


father, at the time of whose death she was 
Since that period 


she devoted herself with firm determina- 


tion to an inconsolable widowhood, dying 
at length at the age of 40 in the course of 
the present year. As both wives and 
concubines are admitted by regulation to 


participate in the honours accorded for 


voluntary continuance ip a state of widow- 


. hood, it is requested that in the present 


instance a memorial tablet may be granted 
on behalf of the deceased lady. Rescript 
granting the application. 

The remainder of this day’s Gazette is 


_ occupied with administrative details, 


July 20.—(1) A Memorial from Shén 


_ Yii-ying, acting Governor-General of Yiin- 
. nan and Kweichow, with reference to the 
appointment of properly qualified officials 

to the frontier-prefectures of K’ai-hwa and 


Yung-ch’ang. The last named is a post of 
special importance from the fact of its lying 
on the frontier of Burmah, with a region 
occupied by native tribes under its control, 
whilst K’ai-hwa Fu is similarly situated 


with reference to Cochin China. 


(2 and 3). Postscript Memorials from 


' the same quarter relating to official appoint- 
‘ ments. ; 


: ants for ever, 


July 21st.—(1) The Governor of Ngan- 
hwei memorializes, on the application of 
certain denizens of the Ho-fei district, 
placing on record the fact that their 
deceased father, Lue Hwai-kang by name, 
had bequeathed a certain area of land to 
be held in trust on behalf of his descend- 
with a special proviso 


_ against its alienation under any circum- 


stances, 
(2). In a Postscript Memorial the same 


- Governor reports that he has received a 


communication from Li Hung-chang (as a 


native of the Ho-fei District in Ngan-hwei) 


giving cover to an application on the part 


| of Brigadier General Chow Shéng-chwan, 


. in tenor as follows :— 


The applicant, be- 


_ ing a native of Ho-fei, has been employed 
. Since 1853 in military service, as a leader 
_ of braves against the rebels, a large propor- 


tion of his force consisting of men of his 
own kith and kin. Those who lost their 


- lives in the field have been commemo- 
‘ rated by Imperial acts of grace, but 
they have left behind them a numerous 


progeny of orphans, whose destitute 
condition calls for all possible sympathy. 
Applicant’s mother, who has passed the 
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age of 80, has repeatedly urged that an 
adequate fund be got together and a com- 
mon abiding place be provided on their 
behalf. In compliance with these wishes, 
applicant and his relatives have erected, 
close to the ancestral hall of the family, a 
building to be used as a place of family 
resort, to which they have added afreeschool 
for the instruction of all the younger 
members. Besides this, 60 odd dwelling 
places have been provided, comprising an 
orphanage and an office for the perform- 
ance of vaccination. For the maintenance 
of these establishments 4000 mow of land 
have been set apart, and a sum of money 
amounting to 40,000 strings of cash has 
been placed at interest. The income 
accruing from both these sources will be 
about 5000 piculs of grain by way of 
rental, and 5000 strings of cash as interest 
on the fund. The whole property is to 
be held in trust by the descendants of the 
applicant, aided by competent persons 
among their kinsfolk, and the alienation 
of any portion of it to other purposes is 
forbidden in perpetuity. It is requested 
that these arrangements be officially re- 
corded, and plans and detailed statements 
are appended to the memorial.—Rescript : 
Let the proper Board take note hereof. 

July 22nd.—(1) Ya Ling-chén, President 
of the Court of Representation, memo- 
rializes soliciting an alteration in the rules 
for local examinations in the province of 
Kirin (Manchuria), with a view to greater 
strictness and efficiency. 

(2) The military Governor of Shéng-king 
(Manchuria) and his colleagues memorialize 
reporting the quinquennial literary examin- 
ation which has been held in conformity 
with the regulations at Shéng-king (Mouk- 
den), for the scions of the Imperial family 
residing there. The number of com- 
petitors was 34, who were examined in 
translations fron Manchu into Chinese, 
and who passed an inspection in horse- 
manship and archery, as provided in the 
ancient regulations. Twenty-one of the 
competitors were classed in four degrees 
of merit ; and their names are reported for 
registry in the Imperial Clan Court. 

July 23rd.—The Court Circular an- 
nounces that the Imperial Household 
reports the delivery of certain timber by 
Li Kwang-chao. (The person referred to 
is the Cantonese trader who lately offered 
to present large quantities of timber to his 
Majesty for the rebuilding of Yiian-ming 
Yiian). 

(1) A Decree acceding to the request 
preferred by Wu T’ang, the Governor- 
General of Szech’uan, to the effect that 
the biography of Liu Jung, an ex-Governor 


of Shansi lately deceased, who rendered 
distinguished services in Szech’wan during 
a long period of years, may be drawn up 
and recorded in the Imperial Histrio- 
grapher’s Office, and that a place be 
assigned to him in the temple where 
sacrifices are offered to the manes of 
renowned officials, as also that his name 
be associated with that of the late 
Governor-General, Loh Ping-chang, under 
whom he served, in the memorial temple 
erected in the latter’s honour at Ch’éng- 
to Fu: / 

(2) The Imperial Residents in Tibet, 
Ch’éng-ki and Ngén-lin, jointly memori- 
alize reporting the delinquency of two 
officials, one a sub-prefect holding the 
office of Commissary or Treasurer at Lassa, 
and the other a military officer of the rank 
of captain, who conspired together to 
obtain a payment of Taels 5,000 from the 
military chest in Sze-ch’wan, on the plea 
of having obtained an advance to this 
amount from lama functionaries at Tashi- 
lumbu, to meet the wants of the soldiery. 
The statement having been proved false 
on investigation, the degradation, trial, and 
punishment of the offenders is requested ; 
and it being expedient that the proceed- 
ings should not take place at the hands of 
their brother-officials in Tibet, it is sug- 
gested that the two delinquents be sent to 
Sze-ch’wan for trial.—Rescript already 
published. 

(3) Ngén-ling, one of the Imperial Resi- 
dents in ‘l'ibet, memorializes as follows :— 
Having heretofore been honoured with the 
Imperial commands to escort the "Lubilhan 
(reimbodiment or incarnation) of the 
Chiptsundampa ’Hutukhtu from Lassa 
to Kurun (Urga), he has for some time 
past awaited, with the sanction of his 
Majesty, the arrival of the Beiléh, who was 
commanded to come forward to receive 
the newly-constituted dignity, the officials 
sent in charge of the donations from the 
Colonial Office, and the military guard 
of honour from Si-ning, the arrival of all of 
whom was forsome time delayed. As they 
have now at length assembled ‘at Lassa, the 
Resident proceeded in the course of the 
second moon of this year to Tashilumbu, 
to have an audience of the Parshen Erdeni, 
and on his return in the following moon to 
Lassa he ordered the Beiléh and others 
composing the party to set about preparing 
the necessary means of transport for the 
journey. Although the number of animals 
provided is insufficient, the Resident has 
nevertheless determined upon setting out 
with a reduced escort, and- would accord- 
ingly leave Lassa with his charge on the 
Srd of June. The chief Resident, Ch’éng- 
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ki, will do all that is requisite in the way 
of providing escorts of Chinese and Tibetan 
soldiers from stage to stage, &c., and the 
memorialist himself, after seeing the Chip- 
tsundampa enthroned at K’urun, will 
repair to Peking, and prostrating his head in 
the dust at the Palace Gate, will supplicate 
further employment.—Rescript: We have 
taken note. (The Lamaist dignitary above 
referred to, whose spiritual succession to 
the post he occupies is managed in the 
same manner as that of the Dalai and Pan- 
shen lamas in Tibet itself, is the primate 
of Mongolian Buddhism, and resides at 
Urga, near the Rugsian frontier). 

July 24th.—(1 and 2) Decrees expressing 
the sorrow felt by his Majesty on learning 
the news of the decease of Ch’éng-ming | 


an BA, the Comptroller General of the 


Imperial Household—conferring official 
grades on his two sons, Sa-chang and Sa- 


shén—and appointing Kwei-pao i 5 
as his successor. 

(3) The Military Governor of Shéng-king 
memorializes reporting a case of wrongful 
arrest of an innocent person by a soldier 
of the garrison, under pretence of execu- 
tion of a warrant. On the prisoner being 
placed on trial, the true circumstances of 
the case have been brought to light—the 
soldier has disappeared, and attempts to 
recapture him have proved fruitless. The 
Major commanding the force to which the 
delinquent belongs is ordered by rescript 
to be subjected to a penalty by decision of 
the Board. 

(4) Ngeh-leh-ho-pu and Kw’ei-chang, 
Manchu functionaries stationed beyond 
the Wall, report that four ex-officials who 
have been pardoned while undergoing 
sentence of banishment, have failed to 
repay the station fees or charges which by 
law they are required to reimburse the 
public exchequer. Two of their number 
have pleaded in formd pauperis for ex- 
emption; but the other two, natives of 
Honan, have secretly made their escape. 
1t is requested that enquiry be instituted 
at their homes, and their property be levied 
upon to meet the amounts for which they 
are liable. 

July 25th.—(1) A Decree according a 
further extension of sick leave for the 
period of two months to the Grand Secre- 
tary Wén-siang, in anawer to his reiterated 
application for leave to resign his office. 

(2) A Decree appointing a high official 
to survey certain buildings at the Western 
mausolea, which are reported to require 
repair. 

(3) A memorial from the Governor of 
Kwangsi, urging that a certain official 


nominated by himself to a District Magis- 
tracy, but whose appointment has been 
disapproved by the Board of Civil Office, 
on the score of its being.at variance with 
certain regulations affecting promotion, 
may nevertheless be confirmed. Rescript: 
Let the Board of Civil Office report to Us 
upon this. , 

(4) The Military Governor of Kirin 
reports that, having received commands 
to select a fresh draught for the Imperial 
body-guard, which had fallen below its 
proper strength, from among the Manchu 
soldiery of that province, selecting men 
who have either seen much service in the 
field, or who, being young and able-bodied, 
are skilled in horsemanship and the use of 
bows and spears, he has chosen 20 rank 
and file who fulfil the above conditions, 
and who are being sent forward to Peking 
to enter upon the duty required of them. 

July 26th.—(1) The acting Governor- 
General of the Grain Transport memorial- 
izes soliciting funds which are urgently 
required for repairs to a portion of the 
Grand Oanal. He represents that equal 
importance was attached under the system 
heretofore pursued to the works connected 
with the Yellow River, the Hung-tséh 
Lake, and the Canal itself; but that since 
the breach occurred in the embankment at 
Lan-i, which diverted the course of the Yel- 
low River northwards, although the main- 
tenance of repairs to the Lakeand Canal were 
essential to both the grain transport and to 
thesecurity of the people, yet, of the 800,000 
to 900,000 Taels which were formerly 
expended per annum on keeping the banks 
in order, not one-tenth has in recent years 
been available for this purpose. If the 
skill now displayed in the works of 
repair is vastly superior to that of past 
generations, it is because financial exigen- 
cies have compelled every effort to be 
strained ; but the want of funds is such 
that the means available are quite inade- 
quate to supply the works that are re- 
quired. With the water continually rising 
in the lake and canal, the occurrence of a 
disastrous overflow is naturally to be 
expected, such, for instance, as occurred in 
1860 at Siao Liu Pao, and in 1866 at Ts’ing 
Shui T’an. There is one point in especial 
where expenditure is called for, namely, 
on the borders of the Kao-yeo district, 
where the bed of the canal is shallow and 
of insufficient width, entailing both difii- 
culties in the passage of the grain junks, 
and also danger of a breach in the em- 
_ bankments. In 1871 an outlay of 18,000 
odd strings of cash was estimated for at 
this point, but there being no funds avail- 
able, nothing was done, and the silting up 
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at this point has gone on increasingly since 
then. The Governor-General recalls the 
fact that in 1866 it was arranged thatatotal 
sum of Tis. 54,000 should be annually re- 
mitted from certain provinces for expendi- 
ture on the Canal repairs, but the sums 
actually sent forward have never come np 
to one-half of the proper amount. For 
one reason or another, each Province has 
pleaded inability to make up its quota, 
and the acting Governor-General (himself 
the Provincial Treasurer of Kiangsu) must 
admit the allegations of financial distress 
to be well founded. The only amount at 
present available for the Canal works is 
some Ts. 40,000, from two sources, viz., one 
half derived from the sale of certain stores 
of firewood, and the remainder: in the 
shape of Provincial remittances. In the 
administration of his predecessor, supplies 
which were otherwise not forthcoming were 
borrowed from the likin, but since last 
year the likin revenue has fallen off, and is 
able to afford no assistance. It is now 
bescught that in addition to present means 
an additional annual remittance of Taels 


40,000 be decreed, by means of which the. 


more urgent works may be executed.— 
Rescript: Let the Board of Revenue 
examine and report to Us. 

(2) In a postscript memorial, it is ‘repre- 
sented that the Governor-General Wan- 
pin (now acting as Governor of Shan-tung) 
executed repairs at certain points of the 
Canal to the amount of Tis. 73,200 and 
odd, of which a balance of Tls. 14,20 still 
remains unpaid, there being no funds to 
meet it. A portion has been temporarily 
covered by a transfer of funds from one 
of the provincial treasury accounts, but 
the remainder is still owing; and his 
Majesty is entreated to order remittances 
to be made from the provinces which have 
heen exempted from the transport of grain, 
to cover the deficiency. 

(3) In a further postscript, a case is 
mentioned of two offenders who have been 
apprehended on a charge of violating a 
place of interment. On being placed on 
trial they confessed that, being driven 
by poverty to the deed, they had broken 
into an old grave, and had carried off the 
coffin, as well as a silver hairpin and 
ring, throwing the remains of the deceased 
person into the Canal. It is reported that 
these men have been executed as a public 
warning. Referred by rescript to the 
Board of Punishments. 

July 27th.—(1) A Decree. The Consors 
in charge of the Western Division of 
Peking have memorialized, stating that on 
the 24th inst. Teh-ming-ngeh, a Gioro of 
the Imperial lineage, having come to blows 


with certain others in a restaurant, rushed 
from thence to the Censors’ office, where 
he raised a disturbance, and battered in 
the doors and windows. The Board of 
Punishment and the Imperial Clan Court 
are ordered to investigate conjointly the 
circumstances of this case; and certain 
persons named, who have not yet been 
apprehended, are to be arrested, where- 
upon all concerned in the disturbance are 
to be tried and punished. 

(2) The Governor of Kwangsi solicits a 
manifestation of the Imperial sympathy on 
behalf of the rank and file who have fallgn 
either from wounds or sickness in military 
operations against rebels, brigands, or the 
aboriginal tribes since the outbreak of 
insurrectionary troubles. A nominal roll 
has been drawn up, and is submitted for 
record, with the prayer that appropriate 
marks of distinction may be accorded in 
each case.—Referred by Rescript to the 
Board. 


July 28th.--(1) A Decree awarding .two 
memorial boards, with inscriptions in the 
Imperial autograph, to be suspended in 
the temples of the Dragon King at Chang- 
ts’iu and How-kia Lin, on the banks of 
the Yellow River, as tokens of thanks- 
giving for the early passage @f the grain- 
junk squadron this year, reported by the 
Governor of Shantung. The proper Board 
is likewise to determine what marks of 
approbation shall be conferred upon the 
two principal officials who have forwarded 
the progress of the vessels, 

(2) The Governor-General of Chihli, 
Li Hung-chang, memorializes stating that 
whereas in the case of the greater number 
of walled cities in this province, the fortifi- 
cations had fallen into ruins, mefsures 
have been in progress during the last few 
years to rebuild the walls; and he has 
now to report with reference to the district 
city of Ting-hing, that the repairs, com- 
menced on May 29, 1866, were terminated in 
November, 1867, at a total cost, for materials 
and labour, of Taels 10,271, the whole of 
which amount was subscribed by the 
notables, traders, and people of the dis- 
trict. In conformity with the official 
regulation providing that for every Taels 
10,000 contributed for public purposes in 
any district, one additional degree, both 
civil and military, may be competed for at 
one ensuing examination, the privilege in 
question is besought on behalf of the dis- 
trict, and the Magistrate is recommended 
for advancement. 

(3 and 4), Further memorials from the 
same quarter, respecting administrative 
details. 


Google 


7U 


July 29th. —(1) A Decree in reply to a 
memorial from Ch’éng-ki, the Resident 
in Tibet, applying for the issue of new 
copies of regulations, which have been 
lost. These are ordered to be supplied by 
the Colonial Office, and Ngén-lin, the late 
Resident, to whose carelessness the loss is 
due, is to be adjudged a penalty by the 
Board. - 

(2) A Decree appointing Tsin-k’i as the 
high officer who is to offer sacrifices in the 
Great Ancestral Temple on the 23rd 
August, being the birthday of her Majesty 
the Empress Ts’ze Ngan [wan Yii K’ang 
K’ing (the Empress Dowager). 

(3) The Governor of Hunan reports, in 
& postcript memorial, the passage of the 
Annamese envoy across the provincial 
border on his return from Peking. The 
envoy, it is stated, who has been duly 
forwarded under official convoy from point 
to point, entered Hunan from Hupeh with 
his suite on the 19th April, and on the 25th 
May he crossed the border into Kwangsi, 
where he was taken charge of by the 
officials of that province. His journey has 
been a tranquil one throughout, aud no 
shortcoming has occurred in any of the 
supplies due on his behalf. 

(4 & 5). Memorials from the Governor 
of Hunan, on minor official appointments. 

July 30th.—(1) The Governor-General 
of the Two Hu andthe Governor of Hupeh 
memorialize denouncing the ex-Magistrate 
of the department of Kwei-chow, on the 
following grounds. During his tenure of 
office a complaint was made to the effect 
that warrants had been improperly ,issued 
to police, a result of which was that an 
aggravated case of rape, leading to the 
taking of a life, had occurred. On the in- 
criminated persons being brought to trial 
at the provincial capital, the confessions 
elicited from them agreed with the facts 
stated; but at the very moment when 
further proceedings were about to be deter- 
mined upon, the ex-Magistrate seut ina 
statement alleging that injustice had been 
done in the case, and forwarding a suim- 
mary of charges. The prisoners, on being 
further examined hereupon, retracted 
their former statements; and there is 
reason to suspect that the ex-Magistrate 
has influenced them to this end, his object 
being to escape the infliction of penalties 
for his own shortcoming in the matter. 
He is at present holding office as depart- 
ment Magistrate of Mien-yang Chow ; 
and it is solicited that he may be provi- 
sionally stripped of his rank, to await 
the result of a further investigation. If 
it should prove to be the case that he gave 
undue license to his police, and has sub- 





sequently influenced their statements on 


- trial, he will be impeached in the most 
* stringent manner.—Granted by rescript. 


(2) A postscript memorial from the 
Governor General of the Two Kwang, 


‘ solicits on behalf of an expectant district 
* Magistrate the fulfilmeut of a recommenda- 
' tion made in 1863, as a reward for military 


services in the campaign against the rebel 
invasion of Kia-ying Chow. The applica- 
tion is referred by rescript to the Board of 


* Civil Office. 





(3) The Manchu Commander-in-chief at 
Nanking memorializes reporting an out- 
break among the Bannermen at Chinkiang, 
owing to a deficiency in the rice-commuta- 
tion allowance issued to them by their 


“ colonels, and to delay in the period of 


- distribution. 
: residences 


The men mobbed _ the 
of the unpopular officers, 
and made a general smash-up of their 
contents. The explanation sent in by 
the colonels in question is unsatisfac- 
tory, and the provisional removal of the 
two offending colonels from their office is 
applied for, pending an enquiry, and the 


- apprehension of the ringleaders of the 


disturbance. —Granted by rescript. 

July 31st. (1) The Court of Censorate 
memorializes forwarding an appeal on the 
part of Téng Kin-teh, a young man aged 
19, from Shensi, to the following effect. 
Ch’én_ Tien-yang, a resident of the de- 
partment of Ning-shen (T’ing), is a million- 
aire, possessing great local influence, which 
he exercises for evil purposes. He derives 
his wealth and power from the ownership 
of forests, of iron and paper manufactories, 
&c., and he keeps in his service a host of 
ruffians who tyrannize over honest but 
defenceless people. In 1867, the newly 
appointed Magistrate of the department, 
named Hu 'T’ao, allowed one of his un- 
derlings to join with this man in levying 
unauthorized exactions under the name 
of taxes, through which immense dis- 
content was occasioned. In the spring 
of the following year a scarcity was 
experienced, when Ch’én Tien-yang put a 


: stop to the sale of grain, raised the prices, 


and exported rice from the district. A 
demonstration took place in consequence 


‘ among the poorer class, upon which 


- laid a scheme for 


petitioner’s uncle, Téng Tsung-mu, was 
called upon, at the monopolist’s 
instance, to appease the disturbance, 
being supplied with Taels 300 and odd for 
his expenses. The Magistrate, however, 
while privily abiding in Ch’én’s house, 
seizing a military 
graduate named Tsiao K’o-k’in, whom he 
had carried off in chains, and from whom 
he extorted a confession of rebellious 
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action. He next summoned petitioner’s 
uncle before him, had him beaten severely, 
and threw him into prison. Theatricals 
happened to be in progress at the 
Magistracy at the time, in honour of a 
birthday, and the sum of Tls. 600 and 
odd was obtained from petitioner’s uncle 
by means of torture, the man Tsiao 
being compelled to pay in a similar 
manner 360 odd strings of cash. Proofs 
of this are forthcoming. Another uncle, 
named Tsung-kao, went to lodge a 
complaint with the Governor and the 
provincial High Commissioners, upon 
which officers were sent to bring up the 
parties for investigation. The Magistrate, 
however, did not hesitate to put Tsung- 
mu and six others into cages, and to clothe 
them in the scarlet garb of condemned 
felons, sending them forward thus for im- 
prisonment at the provincial capital. Here 
they were not granted a hearing, but were 
subjected to lawless forms of torture, 
under which five of their number died. 
The second uncle, being involved in the 
case, also died, and petitioner’s elder 
brother, having gone to lodge an appeal, 
was imprisoned, and no one knows what 
has become of him. In 1871, a third 
uncle petitioned the Governor in the 
matter, and the prefect of Si-ngan Fu was 
appointed to investigate it; but he falsi- 
fied the proceedings in order to screen the 
guilty parties, and the case was dismissed. 
He, moreover, caused petitioner’s uncle to 
be deprived of a sum of upwards of Tls. 
400, which he had about him when he 
appeared beforethe bench. Justice is there- 
fore sought by an appeal at Peking. It is 
noted that in addition to complaints 
lodged before the different inferior tribu- 
nals, no less than thirteen petitions have 
been addressed to the Governor of the 
province in this matter. A Rescript has 
already appeared, directing as usual that 
petitioner be sent back under escort to his 
native province, and that a searching 
enquiry be instituted there by the Gover- 
nor’s order. 

(2) I-k’éh-t’ang-ngeh and his colleagues 
(the authorities of a region in the military 
government of the Amoor) report that a 
general of the Mongol banner force, named 
Muh-t’éng-ngeh, has completed three years 
of banishment under their jurisdiction. 
He was degraded and sentenced to banish- 
ment for misappropriating a sum of Tls. 
1,500 and odd from the amount allotted for 
manufacturing munitions of war, and also 
for laying hands upon another sum of 
Tls. 1,300, to meet a call for refund which 
he had reason to expect would be made 
on account of certain mismanagement of 


which ha was conscious. It is now 
reported that he has conducted himself in 
an orderly and law-abiding manner dur- 
ing the entire period of his banishment. 

August Ist.—(1) The Governor-General 
of Szechuen memorializes setting forth the 
services rendered to the State by the lately 
deceased ex-Governor of Shensi, Liu 
Jung, during his tenure of office as Finan- 
cial Commissioner of Szechuen in 1861 and 
1862. The successes won over the rebels, 
by whom almost the entire Province was 
overrun at that time, are ascribed to the 
energy and tactical judgment of Lin Jung, 
under the general dispositions of the then 
Viceroy and Generalissimo, Lo Ping-chang. 
The different rebel hosts whom he succes- 
sively coped with and dispersed are named 
in detail, beginning with his victory in rais- 
ing the siege of Mien Chow, and ending with 
the final defeat and capture of the famous 
Cantonese rebel-leader Shih Ta-k’ai, who, 
after being once driven from the province, 
re-entered it again in 1862 from Yunnan, 
at the head of more than 100,000 men. 
At Liu Jung’s advice, the Miao-tsze tribes 
were raised in the rear of this force, and 
by their aid its defeat was accomplished. 
Haying been transferred ag Governor to 
Shensi, he manifested a patriotic anxiety 
for the success of the Imperial arms else- 
where ; and on hearing in 1862 from Tso 
Tsung-t’ang, then Governor of Chekiang, 
of the desolated condition of that province, 
he at once raised a sum amounting to 
several tens of thousands of taels, and 
requested the Governor of Hunan to 
authorize the then unemployed District 
Magistrate Yang Ch’ang-siin (now Governor 
of Chekiang) to levy a force of braves 
and proceed forthwith to the support of 
the Chekiang army. Having been 
degraded from his post as Governor, owing to 
want of success on the outbreak of rebel- 
lion in Shensi, it is now requested that 
Liu Jung may be posthumously restored to 
his dignities, in recognition of the brilliant 
services he had rendered, and that his life 
be included among the records of the Im- 
perial Historiographer’s office. A rescript 
granting this has already appeared, 

(2) Po-yiin, a Manchu dignitary, memo- 
rializes reporting that on his having taken 
eharge as custodian of the Imperial mau- 
solea, he has taken stock in the most care- 
ful manner of everything appertaining to 
the different memorial buildings. He has 
found all the gold and silver vessels, the 
furniture, coverings, &c., in full accordance 
with the lists handed over to him, as also 
the cattle and sheep confined in the 
enclosures for sacrificial offerings. . The 
amounts of money in the treasury, and of 
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grain in the stores, have also been found 
perfectly correct. 

August 2nd.—(1) A decree directing, on 
the report received from Ts’ung-shih of the 
steps taken by him on his mission and the 
facts he has ascertained, that certain mili- 
tary officials at Shan-hai-kwan be sus- 
pended from their posts, deprived of their 
buttons, and placed rigorously on trial. 

(2) Tsai-ts’ien, Po-yiin, and King-lin, 
custodians of the Imperial mausolea, me- 
morialize reporting the details of divers 
repairs which are required at some of the 
buildings. 

(3) The Grand Secretary Wén-siang 
memorializes once more beseeching per- 
mission to resign his functions and devote 
himself to the restoration of his health. 
His infirmities continue unabated, and he 
feels unequal to the discharge of his trust. 
So soon as any amelioration shall have 
made itself felt, he will prostrate himself 
at the gate of the Palace and entreat 
renewed employment.—A rescript grant- 
ing two months’ further leave has already 
appeared. 

(4) Li Hung-chang, Governor-General 
of Chihli, reports in a postscript memorial 
that the first detachment of the grain 
squadron, numbering 47 vessels, entered 
the provincial limits on the 17th July. 

August 3rd. (1) A decree ordering that 
measures be taken for the discavery and 
apprehension of three ex-officials, who are 
reported by the authorities of the place 
where they were serving out a sentence of 
banishment, to have made their escape. 

(2 and 3). Memorials from the Gover- 
nor-General of Yiinnan,—the first stating 
that a Brigadier-General of the province ig 
about to proceed to Peking for presenta- 
tion to his Majesty, in obedience to a 
decree; and the second soliciting the 
reappointment of a Taotai named Wu 
Pao-shén to the post of Treasury agent for 
Yiinnan at Ch’ung-k’ing Fee, in Szechuen. 
The official in question was compelled to 
go into mourning retirement for three 
years on the death of his stepmother ; 
and as the period has now expired, and as 
his services in the special post in question 
are highly valuable, his reappointment 
is besought. The office established at 
Ch’ung-k’ing is charged with the duty of 
receiving and forwarding on to Yiinnan 
the supplies of funds contributed toward 
the provincial expenditure from other 
parts of the Empire, and the agent in 
question raised loans from the resident 
traders when the official remittances are 
behindhand, besides exerting himself in 
other ways on behalf of the provingial 
exchequer.—Granted by rescript. 


(4) Yih-jung, the Military Governor of 
Kirin, memorializes stating that up to 
1866 a sum of Taels 80,000 was lodged 
with traders in that region, upon which 
interest at one per cent. per month was 
. paid, this sum going to meet current 
: administrative expenses. In the year 
. above-named, however, owing to the neces- 
_ sity of providing for the troops in the 
. field, the then Military Governor obtained 
: sanction for the withdrawal of the principal 
sum, since which time the local govern- 
ment has been sorely pinched for current 
expenses, and compelled to levy an assess- 
ment on the pay of the soldiery toward 
- this requirement. It is now solicited that 

Taels 80,000 may be taken from the amount 
in hand on account of curfent pay to 
the troops, and deposited as before at in- 
terest ; the arrears due from other pro- 
_ vinces on account of the army in Kirin 
. being at the same timé called in to make 
: good this deficiency.—Referred by rescript 
to the Board of Revenue. 

_ August 4th.—(1) A decree in reply toa 

memorial from the Governor-General of 
« Fuhkien and Chekiang, announcing the 
- capture of a former noted leader among the 
- Taiping rebels, named Yang Fub-ts’ing, 
. who has fallen at length into the hands of 
the authorities. His trial and punishment 
. are ordered to take place at Foochow. 

(2) By a verbal decree it is ordered that 
in honour of the birthday of her Majesty 
- the Empress (1st of 7th moon), Court 
. @resses are to be worn (by officials on 
duty) from the 11th to the 13th inst. 

(3) The officiating Governor of Shan- 
, tung reports that the whole of the grain- 
, fleet has passed the Yellow River, and pro- 
, ceeded on its way northward. He pre- 
- mises by stating that efficiency in the work 
of shipment depends upon the supply of 
tonnage, and this again upon the despatch 
. with which the junks are sent back after 
discharging their cargoes. As the whole 
, of the grain-fleet last year was sent back 
» in good time, the present year’s transport 
_ has been effected with unusual expedition. 
_ Every effort having been used to facilitate 
. navigation by deepening the Canal, &., 
_ the whole of the vessels had reached the 
“ south bank of the Yellow River by the 8th 
. June, and as sufficient water had been 


; accumulated from Wén to allow the 
| Lan-ts’ing sluice Hf ie to be opened, 


. the vessels were lightened and hauled 
, over, reaching the opposite entrance to the 
. Canal, at Pa-li Miao, by June 21st, where 
: they lay awaiting the summer freshet. 
, The Governor having arrived on the banks 
of the river on the 4th July, and being 
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informed that the water was daily falling, 
thus rendering the further progress of the 
vessels impossible, he proceeded in person 
to offer up solemn invocations at the 
Temple of the Golden Dragon God, and 
on the following day he received, while 
continuing his journey, an express from the 
officers in charge, stating that at midnight 
of the 4th the Yellow River had suddenly 
begun to rise, upon which the locks were 
opened and the grain-junks floated into the 
Canal. The Governor offered up thanks- 
givings hereupon in the temple at Chang- 
ts’iu. The number of grain-junks that 
have passed up is 670; and they are a 
month earlier this year than last. He 
solicits the usual marks of Imperial grati- 
tude for the temples, and also of appro- 
bation for the officers in charge. 

August 6th.—The Governor of Honan 
memorializes reporting the apprehension 
of Liang Wén-siu, who, at the head of a 
gang of 40 desperadoes, broke into the 
yamén of the magistrate of the Téng-fén 
District in 1866, and after pillaging and 
setting fire to the place, succeeded in 
making his escape. He has lately been 
detected and brought to justice. On the 
proofs of his guilt being established he has 
been summarily executed. 

August 6th.—The Grand Secretary Jui- 
lin and his colleagues of the Nut Koh 
memorialize on a point connected with the 
despatch of daily business, requesting that 
a proposal of the Board of Revenue may 
be set aside. The Board has represented 
that in 1868 and in 1873 the Secretaries of 
the Board, doing duty for the month, on 
repairing to the Nui Koh to make tran- 
script of documents issuing from the Grand 
Council, failed to copy certain papers of 
which copies should have been taken ; and 
on enquiry it was found that the clerks 
(chung-shu) of the Nui Koh had them- 
selves been to blame for omitting to issue 
these documents. The Board therefore 
proposed a system by which a list should 
be drawn up daily by the clerks of the Nut 
Koh, setting forth an abstract of each of the 
papers of which copies were to be taken, 
and that the clerks should give a stamped 
copy of this to each of the secretaries from 
the different Government departments on 
their arrival, for the purpose of taking 
copies. Upon this the Grand Secretariat 

Nui Koh) represents that the documents 
issued through its agency for transcription 
and publicity are received from the Grand 
Councilof State(Kiin Ki Ch’w), upon receipt 
of each of which an abstract of its contents 
is made and registered. At the close of 
the register a list is appended of the titles 
of all the Boards and other civil or military 
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departments in Peking; and the secre- 
taries,; Manchu and Chinese, from each of 
these offices, on their daily visit to the 
Nui Koh, having made transcript of the 
documents affecting their respective depart- 
ments, are required tosign their names below 
the title of their department in the register. 
_In the year 1758 it was arranged that in 


addition to the Manchu Secretary (#] B) 
of each Board, whose duty up to that time 
it had been to take copies of documents in 
Manchu, documents in Chinese being 
entrusted to common writers for transcrip- 
tion, a Chinese official of the same rank of 
Secretary should in future be sent to copy 
papers.in Chinese. The Grand Secretariat 
now propose that the existing regulation 
shall be continued, with strict provision 
against carelessness in entrusting the work 
of transcription to unofficial hands, and that 
the proposal of the Board for a new 
rule be vetoed.—Assented to by rescript. 
(Note.—The transcription of documents 
to which the above memorial refers is the 
means by which the public departments at 
Peking are daily informed of the memorials, 
decrees, or rescripts, which concern them 
respectively. The contents of the Peking 
Gazette are obtained at the same place and 
time by the agents of the publishing 
office). 

August 7th.—The Censors in charge of 
the Western division of Peking memorialize 
reporting the details of a street fight which 
took place in the western suburb on the 
2Ath ulto., in which two of the kinsfolk of 
the Imperial family were concerned. After 
@ quarrel in a teashop about a payment 
of some cash, a Manchu named Ying-show, 
who appesred as complainant, was cut in 
the back by a man named Fu Wu, and in 
the ensuing squabble the two scions of 
the Imperial lineage were successively 
involved. One of them confesses to having 
participated in the onslaught made upon 
the local guard station, where sundry 
rooms were wrecked. The other denies 
all voluntary participation in the affair. 
It is requested that the Board of Punish- 
ments and the Imperial Clea Court may 
be ordered conjointly to investigate the 
case. 

Aug. 8th.—(1) A decree expressing the 
sorrow felt by his Majesty on learning the 
decease of Ta-rh-ma, a prince of the royal 
house of the Khalkha Mongols, whose 
servite as one of the Ministers of the Pre- 
sence has been distinguished by the most 
sedulous devotion to duty. A Dhardin 

_ pall is ordered to be bestowed for his 
obsequies, and a prince of the Imperial 
lineage is to attend with ten officers of the 


Google 


guards for the purpose of offering a sacri- 
ficial libation. The Household Treasury 
is to contribute one thousand taels to the 
funeral expenses ; and the deceased’s son, 
at present eight years old, is to succeed to 
his father’s rank of Prince after complet- 
ing the hundred days’ deep mourning. 

(2) A decree in answer to a memorial 
by the Censor Péng C’héng-siu, reporting 
that a low placed menial has obtained offi- 
cial positions for himself and his son under 
false pretences. The expectant Depart- 
ment Magistrate Hwang Tien-si, alias 
Hwang Han-chai, alias Hwang Show-t’ien, 
has filled the position of one of the 
gatekeepers in the yamén of the Governor- 
General of the Two Kwang. Having 
transferred himself by false pretences to 
the register of the P’an-yti District, he 
purchased an official position for himself 
under an assumed.name, and obtained 
admission for his son to the literary 
examination, where he succeeded in taking 
adegree. The Decree ordains that both 
father and son be stripped of their impro- 
perly-obtained distinctions, and compelled 
to surrender their official certificates. They 
are further to be punished as the law 
provides. 

(3) The Imperial Resident in Tibet 
memorializes reporting the despatch of a 
party of Chinese and Tibetan troops to 
serve as escort to the Chiptsundampa 
Hut’ukht’u on his journey to Urga. The 
total strength of the escort is 206 officers 
and men, who will proceed as far as Kara 
Usu, and there hand over their charge to 
the escort provided from Sining. 

(4) The same high official reports having 
taken over the functions of his office on the 
24th January from his predecessor Ngén- 
lin, who at the same time handed over the 
records, Imperial Decrees, books, etc., 
appertaining to the Residency, all of which 
on being compared with the list are 
found in order, with the exception of the 
Chinese copy of the regulations (treaty ?) 
after peace with the Nepalese, and the 
Chinese copy of regulations for the con- | 
duct of affairs in Tibét. Ngén-lin has 
been called upon both in writing and per- | 
sonally to produce the missing documents, 
but has failed todo so, although the re- 
cords shew that they had passed originally 
into his hands, and it does not appear by 
what means they have been lost. Ch’éug- 
ki applies for the issue of fresh copies 
from Peking.—A rescript has already 
appeared, directing copies to be forwarded 
as requested, and subjecting Ngén-lin to a 
penalty for his carelessness. 

August 9th.—(1) A decree commanding 
that the arrears of rice, amounting to 520 


odd piculs, due for the troops at Jéh-ho, 
be collected and forwarded without delay 
from the departments and districts of 
Ch’éng-téh Fu, whence this import is owing. 

(2) The Governor of Honan makes 
report of a rehearing in an appeal case 
remitted back from Peking. A man named 
Fan Wén-ts’ai had appealed denouncing 
one Wang Hing-pang as having with others 
caused the death of appellant’s younger 
brother, named Fan Weén-tsung, through 
blows, of which he died on the day after 
being beaten. A fresh investigation 
having been ‘instituted on the receipt of 
orders from the capital, it is found that 
appellant’s brother had at a former period 
of his history been under sentence of 
death by strangulation for the manslaughter 
of a man named Kwoh Pang, and, having 
had his sentence commuted to one of 
transportation, he was on his way to Kan- 
suh to serve out his term when he came 
under the operation of a general pardon. 
Returning to his home, he continued in 
a disorderly course of life, was a gambler 
and rake, his spendthrift ways leading him 
to convert his farm, house, and even his 
wife into money. His young son, being 
left unprovided for, drifted away into the 
condition of a monk. In 1868, in the 


: course of a quarrel about money with 


Wang Hing-pang, he was struck by the 
latter with stones, and some injuries were 
inflicted of which he made complaint to 
the District Magistrate. That functionary 


> examined the wounds, and required the 


: aggressor to pay the doctor’s fees. 


The 


: wounds were healed up within the time 


’ take the cost. 


officially prescribed for this operation, and 
after a second examination on the part 
of the Magistrate, the complaint was 
dismissed. In the 7th moon of the same 
year Fan Wén-tsung died of an illness, 
and as he left no provision for his 
funeral expenses, the tipao, Péng Tsze-ts’ai, 
prevailed upon Wang Hing-pang to under- 
At this time the appellant, 


+ @eceased’s brother, had been absent from 
. home for a number of years, but on being 
. falsely assured by the tipao, who had quar- 


relled with Waug Hing-pang about a loan, 


' that the latter had really been the cause of 
; his brother’s death, he brought the present 


: charge against that man. 


Wang Hing- 


, pang retorted with a false accusation 


against Fan Wén-ts’ai of having robbed 


: him. The case was further complicated 


by the non-appearance of the tipao asa 
witness on appellant’s behalf, as he was on 
asick-bed when summoned, and died before 


; he could put in an appearance. The result 


of the trial is declared as establishing the 
innocence of Wang Hing-pang of the crime 
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imputed to him, and under the statute 
providing a penalty for ‘‘ doing that which 
should not be done,” appellant is con- 
demned to receive 80 blows, as the penalty 
for his wrongful accusation. On the other 
hand, Wang Hing-pang is to receive 70 
stripes for bringing his unfounded charge 
of robbery against the appellant. The 
tipao was also a guilty party, but being 
dead no sentence is passed in his case.— 
The memorial is referred by rescript to 
the Board of Punishments to be considered 
and reported upon. 

Aug. 10th.—The Court Ciroular 
announces that the Grand Secretary 
Wén-siang has returned to duty, and that 
= had an audience of his Majesty this 

ay. 

(1) A decree accords the permission 
repeatedly supplicated by Yih-shan, 
Captain-General of the Red Mongolian 
Banner, to retire from public service, on 
the score of old age and infirmity. His 
honorary title of Chén Kwoh Tsiang Kiin 
~ his full pay are to be retained as be- 
‘ore. 

(2) The Governor-General of the Yellow 
River, K’iao Sung-nien, reports on,the 
recent condition of the river. Althon h. 
no extraordinary rise took place at the 
season of the early-summer (or ‘‘ peach- 


time ”) freshet Pk VA, yet a considerable 


amount of repairs to the embankments has 
been required, and since the beginning of 
June heavy rains have caused the tribu- 
tary waters of the Sin Ho to rise at a rapid 
rate. The flood-pole at Lung Wang Miao. 
shewed a rise on the 8th June, at 9 a.m. 

of 1 chsh, this rise continuing (at specified 
rates) on successive days, until on the 
17th June the water had risen 9 ch’th 
7 ts’un.s The rise became still greater 
in the course of the ensuing three weeks. 
Every precaution had | taken to 
ensure the safety of the embankments 
along the lower course of the river, but 
whether they can be depended on for 
security in the later freshets remains to 
be seen. It is observed that a tendency 
to shift its course to some extent is 
reported from different stations along the 
river. 

(3) Tso Taung-t’ang, Governor-General 
of Shensi and Kansuh, reports the appoint-* 
ment of an official to act as subprefect of 
Hami, and his departure for his post on 
the 5th May. 

(4) In another postscript memorial, 
Tso Tsung-t’ang denounces a District 
Magistrate for rapacity and general 
misconduct, especially in the levy of 
unauthorized impoats under the guise of likin 


tax on cattle and merchandize.—A rescript 
cashiering the offender has already ap- 
peared. 

August 11th. (1) Wan Ts’ing-li, Pre- 
sident of the Board of Ceremonies and 
Governor-adjoint of Shun-t?ien Fu, memo- 
rializes reporting that the actual Governor, 
P’éng Tsu-hien, has been obliged to go 
into mourning through the death of his 
stepmother, and he applies for the appoint- 
ment of asuccessor. A rescript naming 
Yang K’ing-lin has already appeared. 

(2) Tso Tsung-t’ang memorializes stating 
that whereas the whole of Kansuh has 
now been reduced to order, and operations 
are in contemplation for the region beyond 
the Wall, it is most important to have an 
experienced officerin command at Ning- 
hia, in view of the position of that garrison 
on the frontier and its close relationship 
with the Mongol tribes. He therefore 
proposes to retain in office for a time the 
present acting Brigadier-General, and to 
retain in Kansuh the officer who has arrived 
to fill the post in -conformity with his 
appointment issued under Imperial patent. 

e will take up his office hereafter, when 
more versed in local affairs. ; 

August 12th.—(1) A decree expressing 
the Imperial regret on hearing of the 
decease of Lo Tun-yen, a former President 
of the Board of Revenue, who has lately 
died at an advanced age, having retired 
some time ago from the public service. 
The usual remission of all penalties 
incurred during lifetime and proper 
posthumous honours are decreed. (N.B.— 
The deceased, a native of Shun-téh, in 
Kwang-tung, was one of the ‘three noted 
gentry» who conducted a species of 
unauthorized warfare against the British 
forces garrisoning Canton in 1858-9.) 

(2) Ts’ung-shih, President of the Board 
of Punishments, memorializes reporting 
that, as speciaJly commanded by his 
Majesty, he left Peking on the 19th July, 
for Yung-p’ing Fu, (near the eastern 
extremity of the Great Wall), to investigate 
certain charges of malversation brought 
against the Colonels of the Manchu 
garrison there. A subaltern officer has 
denuunced them for appropriating to their 
own use the forage allowances of the 
troops, and of defrauding them of part 
of their pay. After being compelled to 
halt for some days by the road, owing to 
floods, Ts’ung-shih and his suite travelled 
post to Yung-p’ing Fu, where he arrived 
on the 29th July. On causing the accusers 
to appear before him, he found certain 
portions of the charges advanced unsup- 
ported by evidence, and he recommends 
that all parties concerned be suspended 
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from their offices, in order that they may 
be brought before a regular judicial 
enquiry.—A rescript assenting to this has 
already appeared. 

August 13th.—(1) The Governor of 
Kiangsu memorializes on behalf of a young 
lady, whose virtuous resolve to remain 
unwedded has been brought to his notice 
by certain of the provincial gentry. The 
young lady in question, having been 
betrothed in early life to the son of a 
District Magistrate, was deprived of her 
intended husband on the eve of marriage, 
through his death by illness at Yang-chow 
in 1866. The fact was at first kept from 
her knowledge, but on her ascertaining the 
truth, she was with difficulty restrained 
from committing suicide, by means of 
watchful care on the part of her attendants. 
She announeed to her parents, however, 
her unalterable resolve to remain un- 


| married, and as persuasions only served to 


increase the strength of her determination, 
it was finally agreed between the two 
families that she should be received into 
the household of the deceased (as his 
widow). In her new sphere of life she 
devoted herself in the most exemplary 
manner to the service of her parents- 
in-law, and lived in complete harmony 
with the other female members of the 
household. Finally, at the bidding of her 
parents-in-law, she adopted anephew as 
her son, and has bestowed the most per- 
fect care on his rearing ‘and instruction. 
It is besought that a memorial structure 
may be authorized in honour of her virtu- 
ous conduct, in furtherance of the cause 
of public morals, to which she affords so 
bright an example.—Granted by rescript. 

(2) Ngéh-léh-ho-pu, lately appointed to 
the post of Commander-in-Chief at Uliasu- 
tai, memorializes soliciting a month’s leave 
of absence before proceeding to his post, 
for the benefit of his health. While hand- 
ing over the seals of office to his successor 
as Captain-General at Ch’a-har, he was sud- 
denly attacked with a fit of spitting blood, 
and was afterwards seized with faintness, 
The remedies he applied ameliorated his 
condition to some extent, but the physicians 
assure him that he has weakened his con- 
stitution by taking an excessive quantity 
of medicine, and that he must have rest 
before setting out on his journey. As 
neither treatment nor medicines of the 
best kind are to be had in Mongolia, he be- 
seeches permission to return within the 
Wall for the period of one month. — 
Granted. 

(3) The Captain-General of Ch’a-har re- 
ports that on taking over the records of 
his office, he found that two days previously 


. a report had been received from the officer 


: have entirely failed. 


in charge of the post-station at Chang-kia 


: K’ow, to the effect that three ex-officials, 


serving out sentences of banishment at 
three cantonments of the district, are 
discovered as missing, and that the 
efforts made to trace their whereabouts 
It is found on 


: Yeference that the first of the three, 


named K’iu Jui-siang, was a captain of 
the military force of Chihli, who was 
stripped of his rank and sent in 1870 to 
expiate in banishment the offence of hav- 
ing given shelter to a private of the force 


: who had committed robbery ata fire. The 


second was an officer of the same rank, who 
had taken up, on a suspicion of theft, a 
man (uname unknown) who was selling a 


: mule, and whom he had driven, hy the 


: steps he took to elicit the particulars, to 


Lom TAT ae 


; well, 


commit suicide by throwing himself into a 
The third was a department Magia- 
trate, who was implicated in a case of 
defrauding certain corps of country militia 
in.Shantung. The Captain-General has 
taken all measures possible on the spot for 
the recapture of these prisoners, and com- 


:, Municates in all haste with neighbouring 
: provincial Governments on the subject. 


He begs that the authorities of Peking 

may be called upon to aid in the search, 
Aug. 14th.—(1) The Governor-General 

of Fuhkien and Ché-kiang reports the 


; Tesult of proceedings instituted against a 
, Sub-assistant Magistrate, charged with the | 


: wrongful imprisonment of a man named 


. Chao Ta, and with the unauthorized release 


; of a prisoner lying under sentence of death, 


; Damed Lin Si. The accused, who has been 


co 


brought to trial, after being stripped of his 


, Yank by Imperial Decree, was, in virtue of 


; District in Fukien. 


his office, keeper of the jail of the Ngan-ki 
A certain prisoner 


» having escaped from the jail while being 


Me 


confined there on, his passage through the 
District, the accused gave orders for the 


. apprehension of Chao Ta, a relative of the 


man who escaped, in order to compel him 


, togive up the man’s whereabouts. This 


he had no means of doing ; and an order 


, for the prisoner's release, obtained at his 
. mother’s application, was set at nought by 
- the accused, who, moreover, created a scene 
, onthesubjectin the Magistrate’s Court. His 


next act was to go with two policemen into 


; the jail, and there with hisown handsrelease 
, from his fetters and set at liberty a prisoner 
. lying under sentence of death, who had 


withdrawn his previous confession and had 
been sent back for a fresh trial. The 
accused has persistently refused to admit 
the charges brought against him, but they 
are fully substantiated by the evidence of 


Google 


77 


witnesses, which is submitted for his 
Majesty’s perusal. Thesentence pronounced 
is, that he shall undergo a penalty two 
degrees lower than that recorded against 
the condemned criminal he released, which 
will be 100 blows and transportation for 
three years. Having held commission as 
an official, the course to be pursued in his 
case is to transport him to a military 
frontier-station to expiate his offence.— 


, Referred by rescript to the Board of Pun- 


ishment. 

(2) The same high official reports the 
apprehension at the District city of 
Tsin-kiang of one of the most noted 
chiefs of the Taiping rebellion, Yang 


Fu-s’ing, 1a] ig YE falsely entitled 
the Fu Wang =. The arrest was 


effected on information supplied’ by an 
officer sent by the Governor of An-hwei. 
The prisoner did not deny his identity. 
It is found that he escaped from Hu-chow 
in disguise, at the time of the rebel 
occupation, and made his way to Shang- 
hai. A decree ordering his apprehension 
was issued at the time.—Rescript directing 
the execution of the prisoner has already 
appeared, 

Angust 15th.—The whole of this day’s 
Gazette is occupied by a memorial from 
Tso Tsung-t’ang respecting the arrange- 
ments proposed for certain changes of 
territorial division in Kansuh. It is pro- 
posed to elevate Ku-yiian Chow to the 
rank of an independent (chih-li) depart- 
ment, to form a new district with the name 


of P’ing-yiian Hien > tit i on the 
frontier at Hia Ma Kwan, and tox, convert 
the sub-prefecture of Yen-ch‘a T’ing intoa 
district with the name of Hai-ch‘éng Hien 

August 16th.—(1) A decree promulgating 
the names and awards of the candidates 
who have passed at the late examination 


of Pa Kung K H, graduates from 
the Banner Force of Peking, and from the 
provinces generally. ‘lhe candidates on 
the first list, comprising 61 names, gain a 
button of the 7th degree, and appointments 
as minor secretaries at the different Boards. 
The second batch, numbering 84 indivi- 
duals, receive nominations as District 
Magistrates on probation ; and the remain- 
ing 72 are allowed their choice of appoint- 
ments as district supervisors of education, 
or as sub-assistant civilians. 

(2) A decree cashiering a military officer 
of the rank of captain, on the application 
of the Governor of Honan, who charges 
him with undertaking the conduct , of 


litigious proceedings with an eye to 
promotion. 

(3) A decree. The Yamén of Foreign 
Affairs having heretofore memorialized Us 
stating that the Belgian Envoy hasimplored 
an audience, for the purpose of presenting 
a letter from his Government, We ordain 
that he be permitted to have audience. 

(4) A long memorial from the Governor 
of Shantung, reporting the result of an 
enquiry into the circumstances attending 
the escape of two prisoners awaiting 
execution in the jail of the Ts’ing-p’ing 
District. The sub-assistant Magistrate in 
charge of the jail was stripped of his office 
at the time, and placed on trial in July, 
1873, together with the jailers and others 
on duty at the time. The result of the 
enquiry shews that on a night in May, 
1873, the two prisoners in question were 
securely locked up in one of the barricaded 
pens of the prison yard, after their fetters 

ad been examined and found secure by 
the jail warden, and one of the prison 
clerks. A warder took charge of each of 
the prisoners, and several watchmen and a 
soldier were on duty for the night. Not- 
withstanding these precautions, during a 
storm which came on after midnight, the 
watchmen having gone under shelter and 
the prison clerks having fallen asleep, the 
two prisoners managed to wrench off their 
fettere, pulled down the bars of their pens, 
and took a door down and used it by way 
of a ladder to get over the wall and make 
their escape. Nothing has since been 
heard of them. The enquiry establishes 
the fact that no guilty connivance was 
chargeable to any of the parties concerned. 
Two of the prison clerks have died since 
they were placed in custody, and the 
remainder of the underlings implicated 
are sentenced to the penalty of 80 blows 
(reduced as provided by regulation) to 
which they have rendered themselves 
liable, and to dismissal from their post. 
The ex-jail warden is to remain on the 
spot, and exert himself toward the recap- 
ture of the escaped prisoners during the 
prescribed period of five years, if needful, 
at the end of which time his case will be 
further considered. 

August 17th.—(1) The Governor-General 
of the two Hu makes report of a case in 
which a petty rebellion has been stirred 
up in connection with the embankment of 
the river Siang in Hupeh. The people of 
the Ts’ien-kiang District having been 
officially called upon to contribute toward 
the repairs of the dykes of a certain 
branch of this river, they were incited 
by a cashiered military licutenant to refuse 
compliance with the order and to under- 
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take embankment works on their own 
account on a different line. After a great 
amount of local squabbling, this individual 
headed anarmed gathering of the dissidents, 
to the number of between three and four 
hundred persons, and broke into the 
yamén of the magistrate of Mien-yang 
Chow, whom he compelled ito issue a 
notification authorizing him to levy funds 
for the prosecution of the popular under- 
taking. Intelligence of the rising havin 
been conveyed, however, to the provincial 
capital, an armed force was despatched in 
haste to the spot, and the ringleader was 
apprehended. He has been summarily 
executed, and other participators in the 
rising are sentenced to different forms of 
punishment. , ; 

(2) The same high official transmits a 
report from his subordinates to the effect 
that a lady of the Han-yang District, 
belonging to the second official grade, named 
Wan Chu-she, in conjunction with her son, 
a sub-Prefect, has expressed a desire to 
establish a fund for the provision hence- 
forward of the admittance-fees to the 
literary examinations for all the candidates 
coming forward from that District. She 
has set apart four farms belonging to her 
patrimonial estate, the value of which is 
stated in the title deeds at Taels 1,766, 
and yielding an annual rental of 312 piculs 
of grain, together with 17 dwellinghouses, 
valued at Tls. 8,260, yielding an annual 
rental of Taels 840. The donor disclaims 
all desire of seeking Imperial reward for 
her charitable gift ; but as the amount is 
one of upwards of Tis. 10,000, the Pro- 
vincial Government deems it a duty to 
bring this act of munificence to his 
Majesty’s notice; and requests that the 
donation be duly recorded with the 
regulations thereunto appended, 


August 18th.—(1) A decree as follows. 
Li Hung-chang reports that the expectant 


Prefect Li Kwang-chao EYE, who 


offered to make contribution of certain 
timber (for the rebuilding of Yiian-ming 
Yiian), has now become involved in litiga- 
tion, covering very extensive ground, with 
certain French and American merchants ; 
and that not only is there an immense 
discrepancy between the value of his 
purchases from the French merchant and 
that given in his statement on the subject, 
but, moreover, he has paid absolutely 
nothing on account. It appeara that Li 
Hung-chang has ascertained that the 
price for which Li Kwang-chao contracted 
for the timber with the French merchant 
was $54,000, whilst in his statement to the 
household he rendered it at Taels 300,000. 


- guch an 


’ to law. 


For conduct so utterly unprincipled and 

ope to impose upon his 
Sovereign, let Li Kwang-chao be in the 
first place stripped of his official rank, and 
let Li Hung-chang bring him stringently 
to trial and punish him severely according 
Let his propositions relating to 
timber be dismissed. (Note. Li Kwang- 
chao is a comprador of Messrs. Russell 
& Co., and was formerly resident in their 


’ employ at Hankow.) 


(2 and 3) The newly appointed Governor 


of Hupeh, Wu Yiian-ping i FC FR, and 
the outgoing Governor Kwoh Peh-yin, 
respectively memorialize reporting the 
handing over of the seals of office on the 
Vth July. 

August 19th.—(1). A decree stripping 
of their rank and offices sundry District 
Magistrates in Shantung, on the application 
of the Governor, Wen-pin, who denounces 
them for divers forms of incapacity. 

(2). The Censor Téng Ch’éng-siu memo- 


: Yializes accusing a certain person named 


Hwang Han-chai, with sundry aliases, 


, formerly a gatekeeper in the service of the 


District, 


: got a 


Governor-General Yeh, at Canton, with 
having fraudulently obtained the entry of 
his name on the registers of the P’an-yé 
whereupon: he purchased an 
official position for himself and managed to 
egree for his son at the literary 
examinations. The son afterwards took a 
distinguished place at the Peking examin- 
ations, greatly to the scandal and indigna- 
tion of the literary body. In conformity 
with the precedent pursued in an analogous 
case two or three years ago, it is requested 
that the delinquents be deprived of their 
honours.—A_ rescript acceding to this 
request has already appeared. 

August 20th.—(1l) A further decree 
relating to the irregularities in the military 
garrison of the Shan-hai-kwan, recently 
investigated by Ts’ung-shih, as special 
commissioner, Sundry officers are cashiered 
or degraded, in consequence of the dis- 
coveries made. 

(2) The Censorate reports an appeal case 
lodged by Siao Téh-jun, a youth aged 
14, from Hien-ning, in Hupeh, who is 
sent by his mother to complain of the 
murder of his father in 1870, by a partner 
of his in a certain wood and charcoal 
concern. ‘The corpse was thrown into a 
ravine in the hope of escaping detection, 
but a. brother of the alleged murderer, 
falling out with the actual criminal, is 
represented as having stated to the 
deceased’s widow what had taken place. 
When information had been laid at the 
District Magistracy, and the fact as stated 
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established on enquiry, the informer 


‘withdrew his statement, and alleged that 


the remains found in the ravine were those 
of another person, which had been taken 
out from an old tomb in the neighbourhood, 
and placed at the spot indicated. He 
further instigated certain of his intimate 
connexions to fall in a body upon the 
persons who were watching over the 
remains, whom they tied up and flogged, 
in order to: make them confess that they 
had dug up the body. One of the,men died 
in consequence of the injuries thus inflicted, 
Complaints having been lodged at all the 
local yaméns without avail, the appeal is 
now brought to Peking.—Referred as usual, 

(3) Li Wén-t’ien, an Assistant Reader of 
the Han-lin Yiian, memorializes.entreating 
permission to retire from his office in order 
to devote himself to the care of his aged 
mother, who is now eighty years old, and 
who, although blessed with a strong 
constitution, is no longer able to endure the 
fatigues of travel. hen sent some years 
ago as Literary Chancellor to Kiangsi, the 
memorialist sent for his mother from 
Kwangtung, and lodged her in his yamén ; 
but having now returned to Peking, and 
been honoured with other employment, 
he finds himself obliged either to expose 
his mother to a climate to which she is 
unsuited, or to separate himself from her, 
with the probability that he will never see 
her more. He therefore begs permission 
to take his mother to her home, and remain 
in attendance upon her.—A rescript grant- 
ing this application has already appeared. 

(4) The Military Governor of Kirin 
reports the appointment of an officer to act 
as commandant of Ninguta in the absence 
of the incumbent of the post, whose duty 
takes him to Peking for audience on the 
expiry of three years’ service. The remote 
situation of Ninguta, and its proximity to 
the Russian frontier, invest the functions 
of commandant with special importance, 
and it is necessary to select an officer of 
capacity and experience for the post. 
Selection has been made of acertain officer, - 
who is deemed to possess the requisite 
qualities. 

August 21st.—(1) A further decree on 
the report made by Ts’ung-shih concerning 
his investigations at Shan-hai-kwan. It 
is proposed that a certain reduction be 
made in the force of about 1,000 officers 
and men who are stationed there, and that 
one-half the establishment of 400 horses, 
which are found to be in wretched condi- 
tion, shall be disallowed henceforward, 
The forage allowance for the remainder 
shall be issued from the Customs’ revenue, 
and the likin office set on foot by the 


District Magistrate qf Lin-yi, for thesupply 
of funds for the pay of the troops, after- 
wards changed to the supply of the cavalry 
forage allowance, is to be abolished at 
once. 

(2) The Governor-General of the Two 
Kwang, the Grand Secretary Jui-lin, memo- 
rializes reporting the death in retirement 
at his native place of Lo Tun-yen, a former 
President of the Board of Revenue, whose 
sons have reported his decease and have 
handed in his testamentary memorial to 
the Throne. Upon this follows the 
eulogium of the deceased, customary in 
such cases. It is added, also, that while 
in retirement at -his native place, in 
1858, he took charge of the management of 
the local trainbands, in which undertaking 
he distinguished himself by his capacity 
for promoting united effurts toward the 
dispersion of the mists from the sea (viz., 
the British occupation of Canton under 
Sir Charles van Straubenzee — which, 
however, was not absolutely dispersed by 
the trainbands in question ).— Rescript 
awarding honours has already appeared. 

August 22nd.—(1). A decree appoint- 
ing two officers for service on the staff of 
Yung-ts’tian, the Military Governor of Ili, 
at the request of that functionary. 

(2) A memorial from Li Hung-chang, 
Governor-General of Chihli, requesting 
manifestations of Imperial approbation 
for the conduct of women of the province 
whose lives were sacrificed during the 
rebel inroads which have taken _ place 
during the last and the present reign. 
The official committee at present employed 
in drawing upa revised edition of the 
Statistical Record of the Metropolitan 
Department, reports that, over and above 
the cases which have already been brought 
before his Majesty’s notice, there are 
upwards of fifteen hundred instances in 
which the lives of women have been lost, 
either by massacre at the sword’s point, or 

suicide to escape dishouour, which have 
not yet been brought forward, and it is 
now requested that orders be given to the 
proper Board for the establishment of 
memorials in each case, as a solace to the 
manes of the virtuous departed. 

(3) The Literary Chancellor of Shan- 
tung. memorializes reporting the partial 
completion of his annual tour of examin- 
ation, with comments on the demeanour 
and proficiency of the candidates who 
have come before him. He is able to add 
a favourable prognostication of the harvests 
for the year, and to report universal 
contentment among the people. 

August 23rd.—(1) A decree. Let Tso 
Tsung-t’ang be raised to the vacant office 
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of Grand Secretary, still continuing in 
his office of Governor-General of Shensi 
and Kansuh. 


(2) Let King-lien = Re, Captain- 
General at Urumtsi, be invested with the 
rank of Imperial Commissioner, to assume 
the direction-in-chief of military affairs in 


Eastern Turkestan ( Hi op); and let Kin- 


shun &S NB. Captain-General of the 
plain white banner (Han Kiin), act as 
Aesistant in military affairs, (See Gazette 
of May 3rd, in which Kin-shun is named 
as commander-in-chief of the force of 
17,000 men intended to operate beyond the 
Wall.) 

(3) The Governor of Shantung memo- 
rializes reporting the decision of-the final 
court in along pending appeal case sent 
down from Peking to be re-tried. A native 
of the district of Kiin-ch’éng, named Li 
Ming-chung, had complained to the effect 
that one Li Wei-yih and others had flogged 
his father, Li Sze-sin, to death. Upon this 
an investigation was ordered in the 
province early in 1873, but owing to the 
absence of officials, the absconding of 
witnesses, etc., delay has been unavoidable. 
The result announced by the Governor 
consists in an intricate web of charges 
and countercharges, in the midst of 
which the salient fact appears that a 
son of Li Sze-sin, named Li Ming-ju, being 
accused of a theft, was sought for at 
his father’s house by police, who, on 
failing to find the delinquent, seized the 
father and lodged him in jail, in order to 
compel the discovery of his son. Accord- 
ing to the statements of the local authorities, 
Li Sze-sin was seized while in prison with 
an attack of paralysis, and on being 
released un security, died shortly afterwards 
at his home. Li Ming-chung, the son and 
appellant, suspected the police of causing 
his father’s death by flogging, and hence 
the appeal. As his charge is proved to be 
groundless, he is sentenced to the penalty 
of 80 blows (as reduced by enactment, under 
the statute on ‘‘doing that which ought 
not to be done.” 


Aug. 24th.—The Captain-General King- 
lien (Tu-t’ung of Urumtsi, now-residing at 
Hami) memorializes stating that when the 
city of Urumtsi was attacked in 1864 by 
the Mohammedan insurgents, the then 
Tu-t’ung, P’ing-jui, offered a courageous 
resistance, until, on the capture of the city, 
he sacrificed his life, perishing together 
with the garrison of the place and the 
members of his family. Similarly, at Ku 


Ch’éng ra wR, on the capture of that 


= aR 


hos 
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: Stronghold by the Mahommedan insurgents, 
_two high officers perished with their 
families. The gentry of the place have 
. now requested that a memorial temple may 
“ be erected in honour of the departed ones, 
“ and this application is submitted to his 
Majesty’s approval.—The erection of a 
memorial temple is decreed hereupon. 

-, (2) The Governor-General of the Two 
. Kiang applies for tokens of Imperial appro- 
“ bation on behalf of two virtuous ladies, 
who haveseverally distinguished themselves 
by embracing a life of voluntary widow- 
: hood, and entering the families of their 
» intended bridegrooms after being robbed 
: of these by death, : 
(3) The Governor of Honan applies for 
- the cashiering of a titular captain, who has 
. for many years past acted as a fomenter 
. of litigation on the Mongol frontier.— 
, Already granted by Rescript. 

, August 25th.—This Gazette is wholly 
, occupied by memorials from the Governor- 
: General Tso Tsung-t’ang, on official appoint- 
_ ments. ; 
August 26th.—This Guzette is occupied 
_ bya batch of postscript memorials from 
_ Liung-chang, Governor-General of Chihli, 
, 00 Official appointments, together with one 
., forwarding an application from the gentry 
; of Tientsin on behalf of the memory of the 
late General Yang Ting-hiin. For his 
services in the province during the Nien-fei 
, Tebellion, they beg that his name be 
. admitted to the memorial temple erected 
at Tientsin in honour of the late Governor- 
General Tséng Kwo-fan. 

In another document, the Governor- 
General requests that a brevet Brigadier 
General named Sung Tien-nan, who had 
been appointed to Kiangsi after presenta- 
tion to his Majesty, may be left in Chihli, 
Where his services will be valuable at this 
_ juncture, when measures have to be taken 
', for the defence of the coast. 
| August 27th.—The Court Circular has, 
“ among other notices, the following an- 
, nouncements: The Prince of Ch’un made 
report of his examination of the horse 
“ and foot archers from Kirin. The Briga- 
“dier General of Yiin-yang in Hupgeh, 
Ch’éng Yii-k’ing,. paid his respects on 
arrival at Peking. Audience was granted 
to the Privy. Council, the Ministers of the 
’ Presence, and Ch’éng Yii-k’ing. The route 
* to be followed by his Majesty in going to 
‘ the Show Hwang temple in the Imperial 
: Park to offer worship is set forth. 

(1). The acting Governor of Shantung 
‘reports the particulars of a judicial case 
_ Yeferred from Peking for rehearing on 
’ appeal (with the usual stereotyped result). 
. The appellant, named Si Ts’ing-lien, was 
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a farmer who, in August, 1871, was engaged 
with his uncle Siti Loh in getting in his 
crop of kao-liang (millet), his grandmother, 
Si Kia-she, being also on the spot to look 
after the crop. In the course of the after- 
noon the two men carted off the millet 
that had been cut, leaving Si Kia-she 
behind to glean up the fallen heads of 
grain. She was missed as evening drew 
in, and on going in search of her, Sii Ts’ing- 
lien found her dead body lying in the field, 
where she had been stabbed to death. 
Report was made, an inquest held, anda 
warrant issued for the discovery and ap- 
prehension of the murderer. Sii ‘Ts’ing- 
lien having called to mind that he had had 
a lawsuit with a neighbour named Li Sze- 
yi, and his brother Li, ‘‘Wrymouth,” about 
boundaries, he suspected these men of 
having murdered his grandmother, and 
accordingly denounced them for this crime, 


- dragging in a cousin of theirs, named Liu 


Hu-ts’in, as a witness in‘the case. Ona 
trial being held, no evidence was forth- 
coming, the prisoners steadfastly denying 
their guilt, and they were eventually 
released on the security of a man named 
Kia Ts’ing-yiin. As Siti Ts’ing-lien was 
aware, however, that this man was on 
terms of intimacy with Chéng Sin-ts’ung, a 
clerk in the judicial department of the 
Magistracy, and as, moreover, he was for 
the time deeply grieving over the thought 
that there was no one to atone with his 


‘life for the murder of his grandmother, he 


became pvssessed with the idea that the 
prisoners had been corruptly released from 
custody through collusion between the ~ 
law-clerk and the man who gave bail. 
Upon this he lodged a complaint with the 
Judicial Commissioner, who directed the 
Magistrate to investigate the case, which 
was done, but Si Ts’ing-lien did not put 
in an appearance. He went, however, to 
Peking to lodge his appeal. The case 
brought forward by him having been iu- 
vestigated and found groundless, he is 
sentenced to receive the mitigated equi- 
valent of 80 blows under the statute 
against ‘‘doing that which should not be 
done,” and .the charge is dismissed, the 
Magistrate being further enjoined to keep 
a lookout for the actual perpetrator of the 
crime. 

(2). Kin-shun, (commander of the army 
of Kansuh, which is under orders to take 
the field against the Mahommedans of 
Eastern Turkestan) reports the arrival of 
1,000 horses from Ch’ahar, which have 
been brought in to his camp across the 
Mongolian steppes in good order and in full 
number, by the ten officers and 82 Mongol 
soldiers who were sent last year for this 


purpose. Honorary rewards are applied 
for on behalf of the officers and soldiers in 
question. 

August 28th.—Li Hung-chang, Governor 
General of Chihli, roports the result of the 
trial of Kia Hien-siao, a prisoner committed 
on the charge of presentiny a supplication 
to the Emperor by te roadside, during his 
Majesty’s progress to the Western Mau- 
solea in April last. Due investigation 
having been held, it is found that prisoner 
is owner of three mow of land in the Shén- 
tséh District, where, in 1871-’72-’73 the 
harvests suffered to some extent from 
floods. The District Magistrate having 
caused surveys to be held, reported on the 
steps that should be taken for either 
collecting the land revenue in full or 
remitting it in part, as the case might be. 
Prisoner’s land was wholly flooded, and 
he was unable to pay anything. Happen- 
ing to see a man exposed in the cangue 
outside the Magistrate’s gateway in April 
‘last, he was erroneously informed by the 
bystanders that this man was undergoing 
punishment for failure to pay up ar- 
rears ; and believing that the Magistrate 
was compelling everyone to pay up his 
taxes irrespectively of remissions on ac- 
count of floods, he went off to hand a 
supplication to his Majesty un the subject. 
His charge having now been investigated, 
it is found that according to law, ‘* when 
his Majesty proceeds on a juurney beyond 
the capital, any one who forces his way 
past the Imperial suite, and wrongfully 
presents a complaint to his Majesty, shall 
receive one hundred blows and be sent 
into penal servitude at the nearest frontier. 
The allegation presented, whether its state- 
ments be true or false, should be placed on 
record, and no further action shall be taken 
upon it.” In the present case this enact- 
ment is to be applied, and Kia Hien-siao, 
after receiving 100 blows, will be deported 
to penal servitude. 

(2) Li Hung-chang further memorializes 
against the proposition advanced in a 
memorial from the Censor Téng K’ing-lin 
that henceforwaid the power of summary 
execution for acts of brigandage and 
robbery shall no longer be exercised by Pro- 
vincial authorities. He details the various 
causes which contribute to foster brigan- 
dage and highway robbery in the province 
of Chihli, and contends that in order to 
make itself réspected, the execution of the 
law must be stern and swift. 

August 29th.—(1). A decree. With 
reference to the memorial by the Censor 
Ch’én I, requesting that the Comptrollers 
of the Household be punished for their 
deceptive conduct, and to Our rescript 
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already issued, commanding Li Hung-chang 
to take judicial proceedings in the case of 
Li Kwang-chao, now stripped of his official 
rank, who attempted to impose on Us most 
seriously in his proposition to make offer- 
ings of timber for Our use—now inasmuch 
as the Comptrollers of the Household 
failed to examine with due care and con- 
sequently to negative the said ex-official’s 
proposals, on their being successively pre- 
sented, but on the contrary reported the 
same to Us, their conduct has unquestion- 
ably been calculated to deceive, and they 
have laid themselves open to punishment. 
Let them all be handed over to the Board 
for decision as to the proper penalty. 
(N.B.-—Four high officers of the House- 
hold discharge jointly the duties of Tsung 
Kwan Nui Fu Ta OWvén, or Comptrollers 
General. One of these, but lately appoint- 
ed, is spoken of as the agent by whoin the 
comprador Li Kwang-chao was to effect his 
‘* log-rolling ” enterprise. ) 

(2). A series of rescripts to reminders 
from the Sacrificial Court, appointing 
various high officers to perform the due 
religious ceremonies at the Temples of the 
God of Literature, the God of War, and 
Confucius, on the respective approaching 
anniversaries. 

(3). The Governor General of Chihli, Li 
Hung-chang, reports the final results of a 
trial for the offence of presenting a suppli- 
cation to his Majesty by the roadside in 
April last. The offender, named Chang 
Wén-pin, is found to have been instigated 
to come forward as an appellant at Peking, 
and subsequently to his Majesty in person, 
by his aunt, the wife of one Chang Kin- 
ch’wan, who had got himself into serious 
trouble through disputes with the official 
land-tax collector of his district. A long 
string of false charges had been brought 
forward by Chang Kin-ch’wan, and the 
supplicant is condemned to the statutory 
penalty of one hundred blows and trans- 
portation to penal servitude for his offence. 

August 30th.—The Court Circular an- 
nounces the route which his Majesty will 
take to-morrow in proceeding from the 
Palace to the Tsze Kwang Koh to give 
audience. (The audience is that of the 
Belgian Minister. ) 

(1) A decree. Let the Board of Revenue 
deliberate and report with reference to 
the memorial from the Censor Yiiau 
Ch’éng-yeh, who requests that the aboli- 
tion of likin taxation be considered, and 
the prohibition against the growth of the 
poppy be repeated. 

(2) A decree. On the 7th October We 
shall set out from Our. palace and take 
up Our residence in the South Hunting 

{ 


j 


‘pretences. 


Ground, and on the 15th return to Our 
palace. (The South Hunting Ground, 
Nan Yiian, or Nan-hai-tsze, is a vast 
park-like enclosure, ten miles square, 
lying a few miles due south from Peking. 
A grand review of the Imperial musketeers 
is to be held there by his Majesty). 

(3) The Governor-General of Fuh-kien 


_ reports the conclusion of the trial of one 


Ho K’ing-tséng, lately holding the official 
rank of expectant sub-Prefect, who had 
been denounced by a Prefect named Liu 
Tsun, on the Kwangtung establishment, 
as having heretofore filled a menial posi- 
tion, and obtained his rank under false 
A great amount of evidence is 
recapitulated, proving the truth of the 


allegation made, and also connected with 


’ a countercharge brought by the defendant 


against Liu Tsun, whom he represents as 
having lodged this accusation against him 
in revenge for the refusal of a loan of 50 
Taels. It appears that Ho K’ing-shéng, 
whose proper name is Ho Ch’un, sur- 
reptitiously purchased a titular graduate- 
ship in 1858, and having bought a sub- 
Prefect’s appointment in 1870, he was sent 
to do duty in Fuhkien. Having now been 
stripped of his ill-gotten rank, and the case 


being proved against him, he is sentenced. 


to a penalty of 90 blows and transporta- 
tion into penal servitude. The case of 
Liu Tsun, who is shewn by the evidence 
to have behaved with a lack of due regard 
for his own character, is recommended for 
investigation by the Board of Civil Office. 

(4.) Ina postscript memorial, the same 


' functionary reports on the case of a keeper 


of the Provincial Treasury, who, during 
his tenure of office, was responsible for 


' the malversation of certain percentages 


due tothe Board of Revenue on monies 
raised by the sale of official titles. Over 
and above what he had paid upon this 
account, he still owed a sum of Taels 
23,628 ; and the penalty he had incurred, 


“as having robbed the public exchequer of 


a sum in excess of Tis. 1,000, is decapita- 


‘ tion, after imprisonment till the defalca- 


: gatisfaction 


tion is made good. His relatives have 
now paid up a sum of Taels 23,600 in 
of the claim against him. 
Sentence was pronounced in 1864, and the 
debt was not discharged until 1872; but 


it is requested that he may be allowed to 


° benefit by the rule sanctioning a mitiga- 


” tion of the capital penalty if repayment be 


made within two years. He would hereupon 
be sent into banishment for life —but not 


- branded. 


August 3lst.—(1) A decree directs the 
Board of Civil Offica,to take into cousidera- 


* tion a modification of the system proposed 
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by the Board for affording relief in the 
shape of accelerated promotion, to officials 
who have entered the public service by the 
regular course, (i.¢., through the examina- 
tions), as requested in a Memorial by the 
Vice President Ho ‘I’ing-k’ien. 

The remainder of this day’s Gazette is 
memorial, 
reporting the result of his enquiry into 
military irregularities at the Shan-hai Kwan 
garrison, the tenor of which has already 
been given in previous documents. 

* Sept. 1st.—(1) A decree based on a re- 
port made by the Board of War upon a 
case in which the commanding officers of 
the Manchu garrison at Kin Chow in Féng- 
t’ien concealed from their superiors the fact 
of the locality having suffered by floods. 
The colonel commanding and two captains 
are cashiered, and debarred against 
readmission into the public service for 
ever. Their superior, a Brigadier, whose 
supineness led to his residence being 
mobbed by the people, and his military 
secretary, are likewise cashiered. 

(2) Ts’ung-shih, President of the Board 
of Punishments, reports categorically the 
conclusions he has arrived at during his 
late enquiry into military shortcomings at 
the Shan-hai Kwan, with regard to the 
reforms that should be undertaken to 
remedy the negligence of which the com- 
manding officers of the Manchu garrison 
have been found guilty :— 

1.—Red uction of the scout-service.—The 
establishment of rank and file at the 
seaward termination of the Great Wall and 
the neighbouring posts is 1,350 men, and 
it was only in 1867, on an outbreak of 
mounted brigandage in that neighbour- 
hood, that the then Brigadier, Cl’ang-shan, 


fe obtained the Imperial sanction to 


the conversion of 50 inen of this force into 
a scout-service, for whose maintenance a 
sum of about Tls. 2,000 was appropriated 
from the Customs’ revenue. The force 
was subsequently reduced by 20 men—a 
proof that it was of no great value, and 
‘I's’ung-shih has found, in the course of his 
enquiry, that the neighbourhood is free 
from disturbance, and the scout system 
wholly unnecessary. He therefore proposes 
that it be abolished. 

2.—Reduction of military stud.—Until 
the year 1865 no horses were maintained 
by Government for the Shen-hai Kwan 
trvops, the suldiers having their own ani- 
mals to keep, with an allowance for this 
purpose ; but on a report by Ch’ang-shan, 
representing that the mounts were conse- 
quently very inferior, an establishment of 
400 Government horses was sanctioned, 
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the forage expenses for which was to be 
defrayed from the li-kin tax station of the 
Lin-yii district. Subsequently, the li-kin 
revenue falling off, the garrison officials 
resorted to all sorts of financial expedients 
to meet the outlay, the accounts under dif- 
ferent headings becoming greatly muddled 
in consequence, and the affairs of the whole 
force fell into utter confusion from this 
cause. Government horses were turned 
adrift to forage for themselves on private 
lands, greatly to the detriment of the 
people, and the animals died off or fell intoe 
bad condition. It is proposed to reduce 
the establishment to one-half its former 
number, bringing the cost of maintenance 
within a sum of Taels 4,000 or Tis 6,000, 
which it is proposed shall be issued regu- 
larly from the Customs’ revenue. 
8.—Abolition of l-kin tax-office.—The 
li-kin office at Lin-yii was set on foot in 
1860, on the application of Séng-ko-lin- 
sin, for the special purpose of contributing 
toward the supplies required by him at 
that time for the defence of the coast. 1t 
was a merely temporary expedient. On 
the institution of the Government stud in 
1865, by Ch’ang-shan, and the appropria- 
tion of the li-kin revenue to its maiuten- 
ance, the whule proceeds of the li-kin office 
passed into the yamén of the Brigadier- 
General for disbursement, Ts’ung-shih 
observes that since the establishment of a 
Customs’ Taotaiship (at Newchwang in 
1866), the duties levied under the regular 
tariff have been continually augmenting, 
and that, if li-kin be added to these, suffer- 
ing must unquestionably be entailed on 
both merchants and the people at large. 
The merchandize passing through the Wall 
makes no stoppage there, and the laws 
recognize no impost on goods by the road. 
Notwithstanding this, a tax is levied on 
every animal that passes the tax-station, 
either going or coming, greatly to the dis- 
comfort of the trading classes, who are 
driven to make long detours for the pur- 
pose of escaping the passage at this point. 
It is an inevitable consequence that the 
revenue should fall off, as has been the 
case; and entailed among other conse- 
quences are the financial irregularities 
already referred to above. It is therefore 
proposed that this tax-oflice be at once 
abolished.—Decree acceding to the above 
propositions has already appeared. 

(3). In a postscript memorial, Ts’ung- 
shih deals with the question of repairs to 
military yaméns, in which the local officials 
have acted in a culpable manner. 

Sept. 2nd.—(1) A decree ordering full 
investigation into a complaint presented to 
the Censorate by a Mongolian lady, named 
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No-’rh-sze-téh-ma, whose adopted brother, 
the titular Prince (Kiin Wang) Da-da-ba- 
cha-mu-su, has lately died without issue, 
having, however, according to herstatement, 
adopted her nephew, Ai-min-wu-’rh-t’u, as 
his heir. The supreme chief of the tribe 
has, however, ignored her representations 
to this effect, and has put in a child of tive 
years’ old as successor to the deceased’s 
dignities. 

(2) Kin-lien, Oaptain-General of Urum- 
tsi, memorializes forwarding the application 
of certain civil and military officials belong- 
ing to that garrison, requesting that a 
memorial temple may be erected in honour of 
the former Captain-General, P’ing-jui, who 
made a protracted and heroic defence, last- 
ing nearly three months, of the Manchu 
citadel, after the Chinese city had fallen into 
the hands of the Mohammedan insurgents 
at the time of their outbreak on the 15th 
July, 1864. A long panegyric of his con- 
duct on this occasion is indulged in, and it 
is stated that, on the citadel being finally 
carried by assault, he fell on his own sword, 
whereupon his wife, a concubine, and two 
daughters, committed suicide by poison, 
and his two young sons blew themselves up 
with gunpowder. Some ten or fifteen ser- 
vants perished at the same time. As Urum- 


. tsi still remains in the hands of the enemy, 


it is besought that for the time being a 
temple may be erected at Ku Ch’éng. 

In a postscript memorial, King-lien bears 
personal testimony to the heroic character 
of the deceased, who belonged to the same 
Banner with himself, and was a. friend of 
many years’ standing. He was not only a 
man in whom all the virtues shone con- 
spicuously, but he was also deeply versed in 
historical reading, and accustomed to model 
his conduct upon that of the heroes of 
bygone ages, as well as to hold their cha- 
racters up for the imitation of his friends. 
King-lien remembers how he was wont to 
grieve, even to tears, over the troubles 
which befell Tientsin when the sea-mists 
were unquiet in the reign of Hien-féng. 
He is not to be named in the same day with 
the crowd of those who have fallen, more 
or less ignobly, during the struggles of late 
years —Rescript, acceding to the request, 
has already appeared. 

Sept. 3rd.—The Court Circularannounces 
the route his Majesty will take in going tu 
the Tsze-kwang-koh to-morrow, to witness 
an anchery perfurmance by Mongols of the 
Sain Noin tribe. 


(1) A Decree appointing different mem- 
hers of the Censorate to the superintend- 
ence of the delivery of rice at the grana- 
ries. aes 


(2) The Governor of Chekiang memo- 
rializes representing the impossibility of 
remitting Customs’ revenue from Ningpo 
to Peking in hard sycee, as has been urged 
by the Censor Liu Jui-k’i in his memorial 
some months ago. The Taotai of Ningpo 
has sent forward a statement shewing that 
port to bea place of small commercial 
activity, where very little sycee is forth- 
coming in ordinary trade, and where 
payments of duties to the Customs’ Bank 
are made either in foreign coin, as is 
provided in the Treaties with both Great 
Britain and France, or in bills and drafts. 
These the bank cash at maturity, advanc- 
ing meanwhile in drafts on Peking the 
amounts required at regular intervals for 
the official remittances. If the authorities 
were compelled to melt the foreign coin 
down into sycee for remittance, the 
loss would be considerable, and moreover, 
if the system of duty payments in bills 
were put an end to, the result would be 
not alone inconvenience to trade, but 
also a stoppage of the useful system by 
which the bank advances the sums required 
for remittance at the proper moment. 
Upon this, the Governor adds that, as 
regards remittances to Peking from the 
land-tax and salt revenues, as well as 
from the li-kin yield, these amounts have 
long since been sent forward in hard 
sycee, and nothing need be said on that 
subject. As regards the Customs, an 
amount of Tis. 30,000 is sent forward 
annually by regulation from the duties 
on trade in native bottoms; whilst as 
regards the more modern addition of the 
foreign tariff-duties, it has always been 
customary to accept foreign coin in 
payment to the bank. He strongly urges 
the continuance of the existing usage in 
making remittances.— Rescript acceding 
to the application. 

(3) The same Governor reports on the 
proposed withdrawal of the right of 
summary execution from the hands of 
provincial authorities, which has formed 
the subject of several memorials of late. 
The Censor Téng K’ing-lin had urged a 
return to the old system of sending all 
capital cases to the superior court for 
trial, submitting that where the right of 
summary execution is in force, prisoners 
are in a majority of cases put to death, 
without the examination of witnesses, or 
the production of recovered plunder, on 
the simple fiat of a district or department 
Magistrate. The Governor denies this, 
stating that, even in cases of summary 
execution, sentences are only carried out 
after a rehearing before a Taotai or Prefect, 
aud that instances of the kind are growing 
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fewer every year. Of late, the number 
has not exceeded from 20 to 30 per annum, 
against some 150, which was the average 
a few years ago, shortly after the close 
of the rebellion. He dwells upon the 
causes of brigandage and piracy to which 
Chekiang is exposed, from its proximity 
to mountainous regions inland, and its. 
coast line on the other side, mentioning 
the occurrence of cases in which members 
of secret societies and of the Ko-lao Hwet 
(military brotherhood) may be concerned. 
—His memorial is referred for the 
consideration of the Board of Punishment. 

(4 and 5) Memorials from the Governor- 
General of Fuhkien and Chekiang, and 
the Governor of Fuhkien, respectively, 
announcing the return of the latter to his 
post, and his resumption of the seals of 
office on the 29th July. 

(6) A postscript memorial from the 
Governor-General above named, submitting 
certain civilian appointments for sanction, 
on the ground of the existing urgency of 
providing for the defence of Foochow and 
Amoy, and also of Luh-kiang in Formosa. 

Sept. 4th.—(1). A decree based upon a 
memorial by the Censor Sun Féng-siang, 
who has denounced the Comptroller Gene- 
ral of the Household, Kwei-pao, for his 
fraudulent conduct in connection with the 
recent cause celébre of Li Kwang-chao and 
his timber for Yiian-ming Yiian. Kwei- 
pao is severely reprehended by his Majesty, 
for his conduct in enabling Li Kwang-chao 
to put his fraud in practice, and he is 
handed over to the Board, to begin with, 
for the infliction of a severe penalty, 
whilst Li Hung-chang is ordered to 
ascertain whether any collusion for fraudu- 
lent purposes had existed between him and 
Li Kwang-chao, 

(2). The Governor of Shensi memorial- 
izes applying for the award of sacrificial 
honours in the State temples of the pro- 
vince and district, on behalf of a deceased 
functionary named Ch’é Shun-kwei, of 
eminent merit. 

(3). The same high official announces his 
resumption of office, after the congé of two 
months accorded him for the benefit of his 
health. 

(4). Ting Pao-chéng, Governor of Shan- 
tung, who has been granted a year’s leave 
for the purpose of returning to his native 
place in tie Province of Kweichow and 
restoring his ancestral ton#bs, reports his 
arrival on the 7th May at his home in 
P’ing-yiian Chow. On proceeding to sur- 
vey his village home he found the place a 
desert and the population dispersed. For- 
tunately all is tranquil in the neighbour- 
hood, and the provincial authorities have 


appropriated funds for enabling the popu- 
lation to return to the site. The Governor 
is using all despatch in restoring the tombs 
of his family for three generations past. 
He borrows the seal of the Prefect of 
P’ing-yiian Chow for this memorial. 

(5) The Governor-General of the Two 
Kiang reports that Li Ch‘éng-mow 


as KX ae, the commander-in-chief of 


the Yang-tsze naval forces, was to have 
set out this year on a tour of inspection 
up-stream, as already reported, from his 
station at T’ai-p’ing Fu. He has, however, 
been desired to remain there at present, 
owing to the necessity which exists for 
providing for defensive measures. He 
has rendezvoused already at Nanking, with 
the Supervisor-General P’éng Yii-lin, on 
the latter's visit to that place in July 
last. 

(6) In a postscript memorial, Li Tsung-hi 
further reports that having received a 
Council despatch dated the 24th June, 
enclosing a decree acceding to the request 
of Li Ho-nien,- Governor-General of 
Min-Ché, that the Governor of Fuhkien 
be made to return to his post, he had 
informed that official to this effect, and 
he had at once made preparations for 
departure, proceeding by a Chinese 
Government steamer from Shanghai on 
the 24th July. .(N.B. The Governor of 
Fuhkien, Wang K’ai-t’ai, has been living 
for some time past at Soochow, under 
pretext of illness, his journey to Peking 
for audience having been interrupted on 
this score). 

Sept. 5th.—(1) Tu-hing-ah, the military 
Governor of Shén-king, reports that three 
criminals have been brought to justice in 
connection with the robbery of the Vorean 
special embassy while on its way home in 
September last year. Two of the men 
apprehended were concerned in the actual 
robbery, and the third was a confederate. 
One of the principals and the third pri- 
soner have been beheaded, whilst the 
corpse of the other, who died while in 
prison, is to be mutilated. . It is requested 
that the penalties heretofore inflicted on 
the local authorities for failure to appre- 
hend the perpetrators of the robbery 
within a given time, may now be remitted. 

(2) In another memorial, Tu-hing-ah 
denounces the civil and military authorities 
of the city of K’ai-yiian for their ineffi- 
ciency in connection with a daring act of 
plunder lately committed. On the night 
of June 22nd, a party of some 20 robbers, 
some of whom were mounted, attacked 
and gutted a pawnshop in the town, 
wounding six of the persons employed 
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about the establishment, and made off 
with their booty. Three men have been 
arrested on suspicion, but have not fully 
confessed to participation in the crime. 
The Military Governor expresses his in- 
dignation loudly at the occurrence of such 
an outrage in a populous neighbourhood 
with impunity, and hands in the names of 
the officials on whom the responsibility rests. 

(3) Tu-hing-ah and his colleague, Ts’ing- 
k’ai, further memorialize, stating that it is 
customary for the Military Governor of 
Shéng-king to proceed annually in Novem- 
ber at the head of a body of 1,000 troops, 
to hunt down game for the Imperial table, 
in the hunting grounds on the Eastern 
frontier,. advantage being taken of the 
opportunity to exercise the men as well. 
The commissioned officers have been accus- 
tomed to provide for their own expenses 
on these occasions, but for the batta of the 
1,000 rank and file, and for the hire of carts 
to bring in the deer, an expenditure of 
Tis. 16,900 and odd is required. This 
amount was always paid out of the pro- 
vincial revenue, until, in view of the heavy 
annual charge, it was arranged in 1870 
that the hunt should take place only on 
each alternate year, thus both favouring 
the increase of game and subserving finan- 
cial economy. The Military Governor 
now reports that according to the new 
rule a hunt should be held this year, but 
as no funds are available for the purpose 
in the provincial treasury, after providing 
for the regular pay of the troops, it is 
besought that the undertaking may be 
postponed for the present.—Rescript 
acceding to this request. 

Sept. 6th.—(1) A decree in pursuance 
of a report by Shén Yii-ying, Governor 
of Yiinnan, cashiering a number of 
district magistrates and other civilian 
officers, who have been found guilty of 
corruption, cruelty, indecorous conduct, 
embezzlement, &c. 

(2) A decree referring to an Address to 


the Throne (iF Ishi) presented through 


the Censorate by a titular graduate of Che- 
kiang. ‘The two articles of this address 
which make appeal, respectively, for aboli- 
tion of taxation beyond the lawful limit, 
in order to relieve the trading class from 
its difficulties, and for a remission of forced 
contributions, as conducive to the well- 
being of the people, are subjects on which 
inst: uctions have repeatedly been addressed 
to the provincial governments. The re- 
maining articles of the address consist in 
state observations, of no practical value, 
and it is unnecessary to take them into 
consideration. The statement included to 


the effect that corporal Chu Ytin and cer- 
tain others were killed in action during 
operations against the rebels in 1860, and 
have had no tokens of Imperial favour be- 
stowed on their memory, is to be brought 
by the Censorate to the notice of the Go- 
vernor of Chekiang. Henceforward, all 
applications for posthumous honours must 
be brought forward in conformity with the 
regulations, and applications made by oftti- 
cials not having the right to memorialize 
are not to be presented on their behalf by 
the Censorate. The propositions set forth 
in a separate memorial by Ho Show-ts’ze, 
with a view to restricting the presentation 
of addresses, are sanctioned. 


(3) A: decree: Let Hi-yiian Fi Jt 
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become Manchu Commander-in-chief at - 


Hangchow. 


(4) The Censor Ch’én-I memorializes 
commenting in severe terms on the neglect 
of duty displayed by the Comptrollers of 
the Household, in permitting Li Kwang- 
chao’s imposition (in connection with his 
pretended supply of timber) to take place. 


(5) The Constabulary yamén reports the 
following appeal, lodged by Méng Kwang- 
chéng, a native of Sin-ch’éng in Shantung. 
Appellant’s sister, being married to a man 
named Lii Pao-chu, became aware of an 
intrigue between her husband’s mother 
and aman named Liu Yii-t’ang. Owing 
to this discovery on her part, the guilty 
persons determined. to make away with 
her, and ill-treated her daily... One day 
appellant was informed by letter from Lit 
Pao-chu that his wife had died. On going 
with his mother to see the body, appellant 
found a deep wound on the back ; and 
on making enquiry he received only evasive 
replies. On report being made to the 
district magistrate, an inquest was held, 
but the examiner of corpses falsified his 
medical certificate, and although Lii Pao- 
chu was apprehended, he soon managed to 
get released on security. The orders of 
the magistrate that proper burial should 
be given to deceased’s remains were dis- 
regarded. Appellant petitioned the district 
magistrate three times, and the Prefect 
twice, but neither of these officers would 
allow him to go’to the provincial capital to 
lodge a complaint. On the other hand, he 
was illegally imprisoned for three months 
by the magistrate’s gate-keepers. Rescript 
referring the case as usual. 


(6). The Governor of Kiangsu reports 
the rebuilding of two colleges at Soochow, 
on sites occupied by buildings of this cha- 
racter before the destruction of the city by 
the Taipings. 
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Sept. 7.—The Censor Yiian Ch’éng-yelt 
memorializes beseeching that thought may 
be given to the abolition of the li-kin tax, 
and to repeating the prohibition against 
cultivation of the opium poppy. He has 
read in the Gazette of August 21st his Ma- 
jesty’s Decree approving the proposals of 
‘Ps’ung-shih, in connection with his recent 
enquiry at Shan-hai Kwan, which include 
the closing of a li-kin tax-station; and 
upon this, encouraged by the evidence 
given of his Majesty’s determination to 
remove causes of suffering from the people, 
he begs to remark that the levy of li-kin, 
and the prohibition of the poppy cultiva- 
tion, are subjects intimately connected with 
each other. On the 9th August, 1872, the 
Censor represented in a memorial on the 
state of affairs in Shansi, that the growth 
of this plant should be at once put a stop 
to, and commands were issued hereupon 
to the Governor of Shansi. Nevertheless, 
although two years have elapsed since 
then, it is only in the two Prefectures of 
Ta-t’ung and P’én-chow, and in the depart- 
ment. of Tai-chow, that any attention has 
been paid to the interdict. Of all the 
remaining divisions of the Province, where 
the prohibition has been almost wholly 
disregarded, the most glaring disobedience 
has been shewn in the five ting depart- 
ments subject to Kwei-wha-ch’énug, and the 
district of ‘I’o-k’eh-t’o (that is, the region 
bordering on Mongolia), where lands of 
tich productiveness have been converted 
into a source of destruction for the people. 
Whilst the population itself is led away by 
greed of yain, the same cause is alao active 
with its ofticial superiors, and the prohi- 
bition is consequently ignored, not only in 
Shansi, but doubtless also on the same 
principle in other provinces. If now his 
Majesty would put a stop to the growth of 
the poppy, what is absolutely necessary 
is to get rid of corrupt officials, and ina 
still greater degree is it necessary to abolish 
the li-kin tax. The reason is this. The 
li-kin revenue springs in point of fact from 
the poppy plant, the name of the thing 
being merely changed into the designation 
yang yao (foreign drug, t.e., Opium). If on 
the one hand a duty is levied, and on the 
other an interdict is imposed, complaint 
must inevitably be expected to arise on all 
sides. For not only is the poppy an injury 
to the people,—the li-kin tax itself is also 
a hardship imposed upon them. Originally 
introduced under pressure of financial 
exigencies during the rebellion, as a merely 
temporary expedient, the li-kin tax is still 
maintained, notwithstanding that the whole 
Empire is more or less freed from distur- 
bance, and that tranquillity has prevailed 


in some of the provinces for the last ten 
years or more. The li-kin tax officers are 
actually increased in number, and the 
officials appointed to collect the tax impose 
grievous hardships upen the population, 
and throw difficulties in the way of trade 
in transitu. In some cases merchandize 
no sooner comes within the scope of one of 
these offices than it is declared to be smug- 
gled—in others, goods other than opium 
are made the subject of extortion by 
violence. The desire to minister to private 
gain is greatly in excess of anxiety for the 
public revenue. It is beydnd the power 
of words to depict in full the malpractices 
which are carried on in this connection, 
The high proviucial authorities in general 
are well aware of all this, but the reason 
assigned for inability to do away with the 
tax is the need of reorganization. Reor- 
ganization, however, should be wholly 
beneficial if undertaken at all; and the 
Censor is moved to request that orders be 
issued to all the provincial governmeits, 
desiring them to devise measures compati- 
ble with the existing condition of affairs, 
for the suppression of the poppy cultiva- 
tion and the abolition of the li-kin 
tax. 


Sept. 8th.—(1). A decree, based on the 
report of the Board of Civil Office, respect- 
ing the conduct of the Comptrollers of the 
Household in connection with the offer to 
supply timber on the part of Li Kwang- 
chao. With the exception of Kwei-ling, 
who was on congé, and is consequently 
exempt from censure, three of the four re- 
maining comptrollers, viz. : Ts’ung-lun, a 
President of the Board of Works ; Ming- 
shan, a Vice-President of the same Board ; 
aud Ch’un-yeo, Captain-General of the 
Bordered Yellow Han-kiin Banner, are 
declared stripped of their official rank. 

(2). A second decree in continuation of 
the preceding, with reference to the re- 
maining comptroller, Kwei-pao, whose 
offence, as the actual medium through 
which the offer of Li Kwang-chao was 
made, is declared by the Board of Civil 
Office as admitting of no palliation. He 
likewise is stripped of his official rank. 

(3). The Governor of Chekiang memo- 
rializes requesting permission for the erec- 
tion of a sacrificial fane in commemoration 
of a Prefect of Ch’u-chow Fu, who fell 
sword in hand during the rebellion in 1861, 
after earning the lasting gratitude of the 
people of his prefecture by his care for 
their welfare and protection. 

Sept. 9th.—(1). The Court of Censorate 
memorializes forwarding an appeal lodged 
by a Mongolian lady respecting a case of 
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disputed succession, already summarised 
in the rescript which was published on the 
2nd Sept. 


(2) The Court of Censorate memorializes 
forwarding a representation on the part of 
a Manchu named Ming-lin, holding the 
title of a Secretary of the Board of Works, 
who states that he lives at the village of 
Ts’ien-shan Tsze, near Féng-hwang Ch’éng, 
on the Corean frontier, and who comes 
forward to denounce the local military and 
civil authorities for supineness in respect 
of the lawless brigandage prevailing in that 
region. An organized system of robbery 
has of late been indulged in, unheeded by 
the local officials, by bands of no less than 
a hundred or more mounted brigands, who 


‘carry fire and sword into the villages 


round about. Not only is no attention 
paid by the local authorities to complaints 
on this score, but when wounded persons 
have gone to demand official inspection, 
the Magistrate of Yeo-yen T’ing is not to 
be approached without a payment of 8,000 
tiuo in local currency, aud his military 
colleague is much the same. On the 11th 
May, 1873, complainant’s house wasattacked 
by a party of some 40 or 50 robbers, who 
looted it of upwards of 50 ingots of silver, 
3 mules and ponies, and a large quantity 
of personal effects. They likewise carried 
off complainant’s father, aged 83 years, to 
whose chest they applied fire in order to 
compel the delivery of all the money about 
the place. No action was taken by the 
authorities on complaint being made. On 
the 18th April, the house was once more 
att»cked, and complainant’s father again 
wounded. A sum of 100 Taels in silver 
and 3,700 tiao in Peking bank notes was 
carried off. Still the authorities did 
nothing. A few weeks later another 
band of brigands made a raid on the 
adjacent villages, killing and wounding 
a number of people. Whilst carrying 
off their plunder on the following day, 
the robbers were set upon by, a yang 
of men connected with a gambling resort, 
who killed several of the brigands and, on 
the rest of the party taking to flight, took 
possession of their loot. On report being 
made to the officials they remained totally 
inactive; and complainant implies his 
belief that they participate in the unlawful 
gaina of the depredators. A rescript has 
already appeared, directing inquiry to be 
made into the circumstances. 

(3). ‘The Governor of Shansi, Pao Yiian- 
shén, puts forward a renewed application 
for leave to retire, on the ground of in- 
firmity. He has been granted an extension 
of congé. 


Degradation of Prince Kung. 
Sept. 10th.—A Vermilion Decree. Be 
it made known to all the Princes and 


_ Ministers in the Court that from the time 


when We personally assumed the govern- 
ment, on the 26th day of the first moon of 


. last year (23rd February, 1873) until now, 
. whenever speech has been held by Us with 
’. the Prince of Kung, his language has been 
in very many respects unbecoming. We 
, ordain that by special grace there be 
. substituted [for other contemplated punish- 


- ment?] deprivation of 


his Imperial 
Princedom of the first class with hereditary 


. succession in the same degree for ever, and 


that he be reduced to the grade of Kiin 
Wang (Prince of the second degree), still 
continuing to do duty as a member of 
the Grand Council of State. Tsai-ch’eng 
also (eldest son of the Prince of Kung) is 


* to be deprived of his rank as Beileh Kiin 


Wang, by way of punishment and ad- 
monition. 


(2) A Decree. Whereas a mandate was 


heretofore issued directing the Comptrollers 


of the Household to commence the 
restoration of the more important portions 


~ of the works at Yiian-ming Yiian ; what 


' the entertainment and temporary lodgment . 


was intended, was to provide a place for 


_ of their Majesties the two Empresses- 


dowager, to the end that their comfort be 


"secured and [Our] filial regard be satisfied. 


Since the operations were begun in the 
course of the present year, We have 
inspected them jn person several times, 


_ and have perceived the works to be 


of such vast proportions as to forbid 
their completion within any limited 
period. Inasmuch as at the present time 
the resources [of the people] are embar- 
raased and financial supplies are deficient, 
warlike operations being not yet fully 
terminated, and more than one of the 
Provinces being afflicted with natural 


’ calamities, We are deeply averse, in re- 
’ spectful consonance with the benignant 
" anxiety [which animates their Majesties 


the Empresses] from laying fresh burdens . 


upon the energies of the people in securing 
the mere progress of an edifice. We 


* ordain that all building-works of every 
’ description at Yiian-ming Yiian be forth- 
' with discontinued, until such time in the 
' future when, peace prevailing on the fron- 


tiers, and the Treasury being bountifully 
supplied, the restoration shall again be 
proceeded with. As the Three Lakes lie in 


» Immediate proximity to the palace and the 


buildings adjacent thereto are in substantial 
Condition, such repairs to them as may be 


+ deemed advisable will not entail too onerous 


acharge, Let the high officers to whom 
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this duty belongs, hold survey, therefore, 
of the localities adjoining the Three Lakes, 
and report to Us the opinion they arrive 
at and the extent of the repairs and 
alterations they find necessary. Let this 
be promulgated for general information. 


(N. B.—The Three Lakes —= #f¥ are the 
ornamental sheets of water lying to the 
west of the Imperial Palace.) 

(3 and 4.) Decrees appointing Ying-kwei 
(formerly Governor-General of Fuhkien 
and Chekiang) and Yung-luh to the vacant 
posts of Comptsollers of the Household ; 
and ordaining that the three senior 
Comptrollers, whose deprivation of rank 
was announced yesterday, shall, by special 
grace, be allowed to remain in office under 
this condition. 

(5) The Governor of Kwangsi memorial- 
izes reporting that the Anamese Envoy and 
his suite, who left Peking on the 8th 
February last on their return journey, set 
out on the 2nd June from the Provincial 
Capital of Kwangsi to cross the frontier, - 
under escort provided by the Governor. 
The Envoy has expressed the profound 
gratitude he feels for the extreme 
benevolence and goodness animating the 


Celestial dynasty, in its bountiful 
generosity towards men _ from afar, 
as shewn in the lavish donations . 


conferred by his Majesty when audience 
was granted; and furthermore, in the 
bestowal ‘of Letters Patent and rolls of 
silk to be reverently conveyed by the 
Envoy back to his own country and handed 
over to the King for reception in due 
humility. Such distinctions conferred on 
his petty kingdom the Envoy recognizes as 
truly extraordinary. The Governor com- 
mends the respectful loyalty of the language 
used in evident sincerity by the Envoy ; 
and details the steps taken in connection 
with the supply of escort on his departure. 

(6) Yih-jung, the Military Governor of 
Kirin, memorializes, adding his protest to 
that of other provincial governments 
against the proposal to withdraw the right 
of summary execution in cases of brigandage, 
&c., from local authorities. He dwellson 
the prevalence of mounted brigandage and 
other forms of disorder within his jurisdic- 
tion. 

Sept. 11th.—The Court Circular an- 
nounces that the Prince Kung had returned 
thanks for being continued as a member 
of the Grand Council. 

The newly appointed Comptrollers of the 
Household returned thanks on the sameday. 

Reinstatement of Prince Kung. 

A Decree.—We have respectfully 

received the benign mandate of their 


Majesties the Empress-dowager and the 
Empress-mother [as follows] : : 

The Emperor sent forth a Decree yester- 
day in which the Prince of Kung was 
stripped of his Imperial Princedom with 
hereditary succession in the same degree for 
ever, and was reduced to the secondary 
rank, Tsai-ch’éng being at the same 
time stripped of his title as Beileh Kin 
Wang. As regards the unbecoming 
language of the Prince of Kung on occa- 
sions when speech has been held with him, 
it is true that a penalty has been incurred 
for this offence ; but remembering how the 
Prince, from the time when his support began 
to be rendered in the conduct of govern- 
ment, has not been wanting in exertions 
so distinguished as to merit acknowledg- 
ment, let, as a special grace, his rank as 
Imperial Prince with hereditary succession 
in the same degree for ever, be restored to 
him, and the title of Beileh Kiin Wang 
be likewise restored to Tsai-ch’éng. It 
behoves the Prince to respond to the 
‘ desire of his Sovereign to convey a salutary 
admonition, and for the future to be more 
and more diligent and careful, contribut- 
ing largely toward relief from difficulty 
and embarrassment, to the end that his 
trust be worthily discharged. 

(2) A Decree referring to the commands 
- issued yesterday, directing that buildings 
be fitted up in the grounds adjoining the 
Palace Lakes, for the lodgment of the 
Dowager Empresses. It is now further 
enjoined upon the Comptrollers of the 
Household that strict economy must be 
held in view, in the interest of the people. 

(3) The Censor Sun Kwan-siang memo- 
rializes denouncing the conduct of Kwei- 
pao, in connection with the Li Kwang-chao 
timber scandal, representing that Kwei- 
pao was wholly responsible for the 
attempted imposition, and urging that he 
be severely punished. Rescript has already 
appeared. 

(4) A Memorial from Yang Ch’ang-siin, 
Governor of Chekiang, on the arrangements 
to be made in pursuance of the directions 
received from the Board of War for the 
re-establishment of the official courier-posts 
on the old system. According to reyula- 
tion, the Province of Chekiang should 


have 214 post-soldiers (YE FE) on the 
line between Hangchow Fu and Peking, 
divided into three sections, each under a 


superintendent CER, beside 24 men 
and one headman at the provincial capital 


itself. The pay of the-men was Tls. 1.4.5 
per mensem, with 3 mace as rice- 
allowance. Owing to the rise in prices 


generally which has taken place of late 
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years, it will be necessary, in re-establishing J. 
the courier-post, to act on the principle} 
introduced with reference to the army af 
large, viz., a reduction of numbers and]. 
higher pay to individuals. It is proposed, [ 
therefore, to alter the stations and to divide |. 
the route into 31 stages, to be served by}: 
123 men and 3 superintendents, allotting 
4 men to each hundred li of the distance. | 
The pay to be given per man is to be 
Tis. 2.5 and 5 mace rice-allowance per] 
mensem, with the usual deduction pro rati 
in months of 29 days. : 
. September 12th.—The Court Circular 
announces that the Prince Kung returned 
thanks for the restoration of his Imperial | 
Priucedom with right of succession ; aud}. 
Tsai-ch’éng did likewise on his own restora |. 
tion. 

(1) The Governor of Honan reports the] 
rehearing and decision of an appeal case |: 
referred from Peking. A woman named 
Fan Kin-she had complained that Liv 
Tien-cl’én and others had assaulted her |. 
husband, Fan Hwa, and caused his death. 
After an investigation before the Prefect 
of K’ai-féng Fu, the case has been passed 
on through the chief provincial Con- 
missioner to the Governor himself, and 
the result of his examination is as follows. 
Appellant, Fan Kin-she, and a nephew oi 
hers named Kin Yao-k’ing, belong to the 
Sin-kiang District, and her late husband 
was on friendly terms with an underlin; 
of the Magistracy named Liu T’ien-ch’én. 
In October, 1870, Fan Hwa had advanced 
to a tenant of his named Li Ma-niu, 2; 
piculs of wheat, which were to be repaid 
after the next harvest. In May, 1871 Fau 
Hwa went to demand payment, but lif 
Ma-niu was unable to return him more 
than 1} piculs at the time, begging for delay |: 
as regards the rest. Upon this a wrangl 
ensued, and as it chanced that Liu T'ien- 
ch’én was in the village collecting dues, he 
and another man came up to quiet the 
parties. No such thing as personal ill-usaye |. 
or pushing down (of Fan Hwa) took place. | 
Fan Hwa returned home and spoke of the 
occurrence to his wife, who took no notice 
of it at the time; but on the followin 
day her husband fell ill of a prevailin 
epidemic, and though a doctor was calle 
in he died from the effects of the diseas? 
the same day. In her grief for the loss ci 
her husband, Fan Kin-she laid the blam: 
on Li Ma-nin, and lodged a complaint a | 
the Magistracy accusing him of havin: |. 
used violence. The Magistrate upon thi: |. 
proceeded to hold an inquest on the] 
remains, but Fan Kin-she, fearing detection 
of her falsehood, had the body buried, au |. 
frustrated this object by her statements | 


- 


On holding enquiry, the Magistrate 
ordered the wheat to be refunded, andclosed 
the case, taking the usual bonds. Fan 
Kin-she was, however, instigated by her 
nephew to re-open the case by an appeal at 
Pekiny, with the view of extorting money 
from the accused persons. Since she was 
brought up for the rehearing, she has died 
while at large on bail, and although by 
bringing a calumnious charge she has 
exposed herself to the penaities of flogging 
and transportation, as duly set forth by 
Statute, she is no longer within the reach 
of the law. Other persons implicated are 
condemned to corresponding penalties. 

September 13th.—The Court Circular 
announces the presentation of Ying-yiian’s 

' testamentary memorial. (See below, 
No. 3). 

(1) The Grand Council have received his 
Majesty’s verbal commands as follows :— 
When We proceed on the 7th October to 
the South Hunting Park, let any presen- 
tations to be made to Us be introduced by 
the Board of War on the 9th, and by the 

- Board of Civil Office on the 13th. Any 
presentations to be made by other depart- 
ments are to be arranged for one or other 

: of the above-named days. 

(2) The Grand Council have received 
his Majesty’s verbal commands as follows:— 

_ On the occasion of Our approaching visit to 
the South Hunting Park, let all the officers 
of Our suite wear travelling costume. 
The officers taking the daily tour of duty 
from the different departments of State, 

_ will continue to wear the long robe and 

' outer vest. 

(3) A Decree lamenting the decease of 
Ying-yiian, a president of the Court of 

. Censors, and chief of the Gendarmerie of 

- Peking (who died on the 12th inst.) All 

- shortcomings recorded against him during 
lifetime are remitted, and a funeral sacrifice 

- is to be attended by the Emperor’s cousin, 

- Tsai-lien, and ten officers of the Guard. 

. His adopted son is to receive an appoint- 
ment as Secretary to a Board. 

(4) A Decree. Let Pao-yiin fill the post 
of President of the Board of War, and 
Ying-kwei that of President of the Board 

- of Civil Office. 

. (5) A Decree. Let Ying-kwei fill the post 
.of Captain-general of the Gendarmerie. 

+ (6) Let Kwang-show fill the post of 

president of the Court of Censorate. 

_ (7) The Governor of Ngan-hwei reports 
the investigation of an appeal case referred 

. from Peking. ‘Appellant, Chéng Téh, had 

; complained of certain persons of his own 

, Clan, who he asserted had massacred five 

. persons of his family in 1863. He has 

» gone from one department to another in 
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the provincial government presenting this 
complaint ; the fact being that the murders 
complained of took place during the Nien- 
fei troubles, as part of the general intestine 
warfare then in progress, Furthermore, 
it was ordained in 1869, by the Board of 
Punishments, that no appeals from Ngan- 
hwei relating to acts of pillage or murder 
in the province prior to the year 1865 
should henceforth be entertained. The 
present case is consequently dismissed, 
and appellant is let off without punish- 
ment on this occasion, but will be dealt 
with according to law if he give further 
trouble, 

Sept. 14th.—(1) A decree in reply to a 
memorial by certain high officials in charge 
of the Mausolea, reporting some of the 
buildings out of repair. The Vice President 
of the Board of Works, Ho T’ing-k’ien, is 
ordered to proceed to the spot and survey 
the buildings, reporting afterwards for 
further orders. 

(2) The Censor Chang Kwan-chun 
memorializes on certain causes of stagnation 
in the advancement of officials selected for 
appointments in the Provinces. The 
recipients of nominations, on reaching 
their respective jurisdictions, find their 
employment delayed by a variety of causes. 
—A Rescript directing the Board of Civil 
Office to consider and report has already 
appeared. 

The remainder of this day’s Gazette is 
occupied by a number of postscript 
memorials by the Governor of Kiangsi on 
minor official matters, including an applica- 
tion from the Brigadier commanding at 
Kiu-kiang, Ch’éng Wén-ping, soliciting a 
mouth’s leave of absence for the purpose 
of attending to the funeral of his elder 
brother, by whom he was brought up from 
childhood. 

Sept. 15th.—(1) A decree. Let LiK’i- 
héng be appointed to the vacancy as Grain 
Iutendant of Kiangsi. (N.B.—The official 
to whom this post is allotted is one of the 
chief clerks of the Tsung-li Yamén at 
Peking). 

(2) The Court of Censorate memorializes 
stating that a titular graduate from Che- 
kiang, named Li K’ing-jui, has applied to 
that body requesting that a categorical 
address to the Throne, prepared by himself 
in fifteen articles, may be laid before his 
Majesty, premising with the observation 
that the solidity of the State is to be 
secured by giving advancement to the 
worthy, and that the first consideration in 
government is regard for the interests of 
the people. The Court of Cernsorate has 
to represent that, while the address in 
question must be admitted to contain no 


unbecoming verbiage, yet, the age 
. with reference to a corporal of the Chekiang 
army, and others with him, who are repre- 
sented as having perished in conflict with 
the rebels, and to have been honoured 
by no posthumous distinctions, is one 
which ought to come in the shape of 
a representation from the provincial 
authorities. Moreover, that the author of 
the address himself had been in command 
of a body of braves, for which service he 
had received no reward, is a statement 
which should also emanate from the 
provincial authorities. The Court does 
not presume, however, to obstruct an 
access to the Imperial hearing for the 
representations brought forward, although 
it must be observed that the claim for 
rewards for service against the rebels is 
based on a very insignificant action in 
conjunction with the Imperial forces. It 
seems highly advisable to discourage the 
furtherance of personal aims under the 
guise of addresses of this kind, and it is 
therefore proposed that a regulation be 
introduced to authorize the Court of 
Censorate to reject any such documents as 
may be found, on examination, to contain 
no statement of practical value and to be 
directed toward a personal advantage, or 
to the furtherance of a judicial appeal. 

(3) A Memorial in the same sense with 
the foregoing is presented by the Censor 
Ho Show-ts’ze. 

_ (4) The Court of Censorate reports an 
appeal lodged by Chang Wang, a native 
of T’éng Chow in Honan, complaining 
against a certain notorious bully of his 
neighbourhood, named Yang Héng-ts’ing, 
a titular graduate, who, in August 1872, 
falling in with appellant’s wife while 
gathering herbs, attempted criminal 
violence upon her, but without success. 
In the following. month he came to 
complainant’s house with a band of fol- 
lowers, and carried his wife off by force, 
wounding complainant desperately. A 
fortnight afterwards his father managed 
to get his wife back again, but she was 
driven by her shame to commit suicide. 
On complaint being lodged with the autho- 
rities, the desperado Yang was arrested, 
but through the connivance of the official 
underlings he obtained his release, and 
appellant’s father, who went to lodge a 
petition at the Prefecture, has, through 
the influence of the said villanous under- 
lings, been confined in the lock-up and ille- 
gally beaten, remaining in durance up to 
the present time.—Referred in the usual 
manner. -. 

_ (6) A further appeal case from Honan, 
in which a man named Chang Yew-jén 


Google 


92 


complains of the murder of his father by |. 
one Liu I, at the instigation of one Chang | 
T’i-p’an. The murder is said to have 
grown out of a dispute about adjoining 
lands. Appellant’s father having been 
wronefully’ imprisoned, he was partly 
starved by Liu I, ‘an underling of the 
yamén, and finally wounded by him with 
a knife, thereby causing his death.— 
Referred in the usual manner. 

Sept. 16th.— The Court Circular contains 
the following announcements: ‘The Prince 
of Tun presented an address of thanks for 
his Majesty’s present of birds’-nests. 

The Prince of Kung and others returned 
thanks for his Majesty’s present of birds’- 
nests. 

(1) A series of Decrees making divers 
military appointments, and a Decree or- 
daining that Ying-kwei is to be bearer of 
the seal and keys appertaining to the 
Comptrollership of the Household. 

(2) A decree in reply to a memorial by 
Ch’un-fuh reporting the completion of the 
temple erected at Ts’ing-chow Fu, in 
Shantung, in honour of the deceased Prince 
Séng-ko-lin-sin, entitled the Chung Ts’in 


Wang id ae = (who fell in that part of 


the country while fighting against the 
Nien-fei). His Majesty has inscribed with 
his own hand a memorial board which is 
to be suspended in the. Temple, and the 
Governor of Shantung’ is directed to cause 
sacrifices to be offered there annually, in 
Spring and Autumn. 

(3 and 4) Memorials by the President of 
the Board of Civil Office and his colleagues, 
handing in report on the conduct of the 
Comptrollers of the Household in connec- 
tion with the late Li Kwang-chao timber 
scandal. The Comptroller most grievously 
at fault is reported to have been K wei-pao. 
—(Rescripts already published). 

September 17th.—(Court Circular.) His 
Majesty will proceed to-morrow through 
certain yates (named) to the Temple of 
the Spirits of the Land and Grain to 
perform an act of worship, and thence 
return by the same road to the Palace. 
Preparations are to be made by 4 a.m. 

(1) A Decree. Let She Sung-siu be 
appointed to the vacancy of Prefect of Si- 
chow Fu in Sze-ch’wan. 

(2) The Governor-General of the Two 
Kwang memorializes with reference to the 
instructions received respecting the trans- 
mission of the provincial remittances of 
revenue to Peking in silver (see Gazette of 
March 25). On receipt of the Imperial 
decree approving the Censor’s suggestion 
to this effect, the Governor-General issued 
orders to his subordinates to take action 


eR Oe 


accordingly ; and he has now received the 
following report from the Chief Com- 
missioners of Government :—The course 
which should properly be pursued in 
remitting treasure to Peking is to send the 
chests (hollowed tree trunks) by the regular 
overland stages in charge of officials 
deputed for the purpose, but, owing to the 
distance between this and Peking, even 
if no delay occur on the journey, the 
delivery cannot be made in less than three 
months. Moreover, on alength of journey 
by land and water of close upon 6,000 li, 
stoppages may occur from natural causes, as 
well as from the inability of the officials in 
charge to secure respect for their require- 
ments in the way of convoy, &c., when once 
they have passed out of their own province. 
It was contemplated in the regulations drawn 
up in 1869 by the Board of Revenue for 
the transmission of supplies, that treasure 
from Fuhkien and Kwangtung might be 
sent by sea to Tientsin. Since then, 
accordingly, the ordinary and extraordinary 
supplies have been sent by steamer in lieu 
of by land route. In view of the perils of 
the sea, there has been paid, according to 
the rules observed in shipments by foreign 
steamers, a sum in addition to the freight 
money under the head of insurance, which 
has been issued as part of the recognized 
expenditure. It is now requested that 
sanction be given to the continued payment 
of this charge together with the freight, and 
that the system of forwarding remittances 
by steamer be likewise officially recognized. 
The Governor-General, in forwarding this 
report, adds that the charge for insurance 
varies from time to time, and must be left 
to be dealé with in the manner most con- 
ducive to accuracy.—Rescript: Let the 
Board of Revenue take note. 

(3) The Governor-General of the Two 
Kwang memorializes reporting the mea- 
sures taken for deepening the river bed 
in the prefecture of Ch’ao-chow Fu. The 
river which flows past the city of that 
name derives its waters from affluents 
coming down from Kia-ying Chow in 
Kwangtung, from Ting-chow in Fuhkien, 
and from Kan-chow in Kiangsi. These 
streams unite at San Ho Pa in the district 
of Ta-p’u, and thence, flowing past the 
Prefectural city, proceed by various chan- 
nels toward the sea, Surrounded on three 
sides by the river, Ch’ao-chow Fu has 
repeatedly been in danger of inundation, 
notwithstanding the embankments built 
for its protection ; and the country districts 
have suffered grievously from floods since 
1871. The orders given for the repair 
of the embankments which have given way 
have been mentioned in the periodical 
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memorials sent up reporting rainfall and 
prices of grain. The Taotai and Prefect, 
in concert with theactiny Brigadier General, 
Fang Yao, have encouraged the local 
officials and notables to contribute funds 
for the thorough rebuilding uf the embank- 
ments, and also the repair of the walls of the 
city, where they have been weakened by 
the wash of the stream. It has been found 
on enquiry that the irregularities in the 
flow of the Ch’ao-chow river arises from 
the fact that the lower course has shoaled 
during the last 20 or 30 years, no attention 


‘having been paid to dredging out the de- 


posits of silt, and the alluvial flats gradually 
formed having been further enclosed by 
dykes and appropriated by the villagers. 
The losses occasioned to the population 
through floods, caused by the inability of the 
river to discharge its waters by the proper 
channel in seasons of flood, have been incal- 
culable. A scheme for deepening several of 
the outlets has now been prepared by the 
local officials, and it is proposed to meet the 
necessary expenditure by an assessment on 
the land of the adjoining districts, to be 
managed by divisional committees of the 
local notables. Dykes interfering with the 
course of the stream are to be removed 
by the respective proprietors themselves. 
Work was commenced, after report made 
to the Governor-General, on the 27th Jan- 
uary last, and the Governor-General highly 
commends the public spirit of the officials 
and gentry who have taken so vast an 
undertaking in hand. Oncompletion of the 
work, rewards will be applied for on behalf 
of those who have distinguished themselves. 
As the funds are raised by voluntary 
assessment, it is requested that a detailed 
return of receipts and expenditure may be 
dispensed with.—Rescript: A. general 
statement of recommendations to favour 
may be sent in; but let it not be 
indiscriminately lavish. For the rest, be 
it as proposed. 


Sept. 18th.—(1) A Decree ordering the 
Court of Astronomers to select an 
auspicious day in the 9th moon for 
the completion of the works on a ‘temple 
building at one of the Mausolea at Mouk- 
den, on the application of the Military 
Governor Tu-hing-ah. 

(2) A Vermilion rescript. Let Tso 
Taung-t’ang be Grand Secretary of the 
Tung Koh. (N.B.—The Hast Pavilion, 


bi Ba, constitutes one of the six titular 


designations which may be assigned to the 
office of Ta Hio Sze, or Grand Secretary. 
For Tso ‘Tsung-t’ang’s appointment see 
Gazette of August 28.) 


(3) The Governor of Yiinnan, acting as 
Governor-General of Yiinnan and Kwei- 
chow, reports his proceedings in weeding 
out unworthy members from the civil 
service of the province, in pursuance of 
Imperial commands received in January 
last. During the protracted disorders with 
which the province was afflicted, civilian 
offices, deserted for the most part by their 
legitimate occupants, were filled in great 
numbers by persons who had either pur- 
chased their positions or had risen by 
means of military service; and although 
upright and devoted officials are not 
wanting among the civilians in Yiinnan, 
there are yet not a few who overstep the 
proper bounds and disgrace their posi- 
tion. The Governor-General proceeds to 
enumerate eight sub-Prefects and assistant- 
Magistrates whose conduct comes under 
one or other of the standing accusa- 
tions of ‘‘rapacious,” ‘‘ vile,” ‘‘ greedy of 
gain,” ‘‘deceitful,” and the like, and he 
requests that they be dismissed the public 
service, under various degrees of ignominy. 

The remainder of the Gazette is taken 
up with a number of postscript memorials 
from the same quarter, on administrative 
details. 

Sept. 19th.—The Oourt Circular an- 
nounces the route to be taken by his 
Majesty to-morrow in proceeding to offer 
worship at the Féng Sien Tien, and after- 
wards at the Show Hwang Tien. 

(1) The Military Governor of Shéngking, 
Tu-hing-ah, and the Vice President of the 
Board of Works, Kwei-ts’ing, memorialize 
reporting the necessity for immediate 


repairs to the Sacrificial Hall ie iz 


appertaining to the Imperial Mausolea at 
Moukden. The report of the custodian of 
the three ranges of building in question is 
as follows :—Owing to leaks in the roofs, 
the rafters and purlieus have become 
rotten, and two of the main beams have 
likewise been injuriously affected by 
exposure to the summer rains. The two 
southernmost buildings have fallen in, 
and the northernmost one is also out 
of the perpendicular. The eaves and 
tiles have fallen to the ground, the posts 
of the corridor are decayed, the paint has 
blistered off, the mounds and screen-walls 
in front and rear have bulged out and 
cracked, the tiles of the terrace and steps 
are broken, and the stone slabs sunken in 
all directions. This report having been 
verified on inspection made by the Military 
Governor in person, he has caused an 
estimate to be made of the cost of the 
necessary repairs, which is as follows: For 
materials, Tls. 1,049.7.1.8, and for labour, 
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Tls. 201.5.2.0. As the buildings in their 
present state of repair date from 1864, the 
limit of time prescribed for their continuance 
in good order has been more than fulfilled; 
and it is requested that an auspicious day 
for the commencement of the works may 
be chosen in the 8th or 9th moon by the 
Imperial Astronomers. In conformity with 
the regulation prescribed in 187!, as the 
sum to be expended is below the amount 
of Tis. 10,000, it is not necessary to 
request that an official be appointed from 
Peking to superintend the works. (See 
Gazette of the 18th instant.) 


(2) Tu-hing-ah, and his colleague, T’sing- 
k’ai, report the appointment of a Manchu 
colonel from the garrison of Kin Chow, to 
perform the summer tour of inspection 
along the Corean frontier, in concert with 
a Corean official, according to regulation. 
The territories of China and Corea being 
divided from each other only by a river, it 
is a standing rule that the boundary be 
patrolled once in each quarter, and that 
in the summer and autumn quarters a 
Corean functionary is to take part in this 
duty, for the surveillance of the settlers 
who have established themselves on the 
waste lands of the marches. The Board 
of Ceremonies at Moukden having notified 
the King of Corea to give orders to the 
local officials of that country to join in the 
tour of inspection, report has now been 
received from the hieh-ling Po-lin, stating 
that he has performed this duty in concert 
with the Corean officer named Chéng 
Héng-ki, and that he has received from 


the said officer (ii fi.) in person, on the 


14th June, a stamped guarantee that 
tranquillity prevails along the frontier. 
The document in question, presented by the 


Commissioner of Corea Hy fect [BE EL, 


having been forwarded by Colonel Po-lin, 
is placed on record, and the facts are 
reported for his Majesty’s information. 

(3) The representative of the Board of 
Punishments resident at Moukden, memo- 
rializes representing that a Manchu 
military officer from Peking, holding 
a hereditary title of the third degree of 
nobility, who has been on leave at Mouk- 
den for the purpose of repairing his ances- 
tral tombs, has sought to abuse his posi- 
tion by interfering in a case of litigation. 
He has hastened to explain his conduct by 
stating that he was induced to lend his 
support to a complaint lodged by one of 
his servants, at a time when he was ill and 
not fully master of himself; but it is re- 
quested that he be ordered forthwith to 
return to his proper Banner at Peking. 


(Rescript already published, giving the 
desired orders. ) 

Sept. 20th.—(1) A decree conferring the 
distinction of a peaccck’s feather on the 
Manchu Brigadier-General Ch’un-fuh, who 
is reported by the officiating Governor of 
Shantung to have provided a supply of 
firearms at his own expense for certain 
Manchu troops. 

(2) The Board of War memorializes in 
pursuance of a recent decree, upon the 
penalty to be allotted to some of the 
military officials concerned in the irregu- 
larities at the Shan-hai Kwan garrison, 
recently enquired into by T’sung-shih. 

(3) The Governor of Hunan forwards 
an application on the part of sundry 
titular officials and graduates, to the 
following effect: A young graduate named 
Hwang Shih-tsiin was betrothed to a girl, 
the daughter of one Hung Yiieh-liang, who 
from her earliest childhood had manifested 
an untiring readiness to listen to narratives 
of self-sacrificing devotion. Her parents 
having died in 1869, when she was but 
eleven years of age, she was taken into 
the family of her betrothed, being other- 
wise unprovided for, and gained by her 
filial conduct the entire affection of her 
adoptive grandparents and parents. Last 
year, the betrothed bridegroom fell ill, 
and died after four months’ illness, 
during which time he was nursed most 
assiduously by the young girl and his 
mother. She clung after his decease to 
his remains, declaring in her grief that she 
would no longer live; but her parents by 
adoption, touched with pity for her young 
years, she being not yet fifteen years old, 
bade her not put on mourning, and would 
have betrothed her to some other husband. 
She declared, however, that having entered 
the family of Hwang, she would not be 


justified in concluding another marriage, 


and cutting off a lock of her hair she laid 
it in the deceased’s coffin, in token of her 
resolve. After this she swooned away 
repeatedly. In admiration and wonder, 
the relatives allowed her to follow the 
bent of her determination, and she 
accordingly put on the widow’s garb and 
attended the placing of deceased’s tablet 
in the ancestral temple, being thus 
admitted as bride, to the presence of his 
forefathers. She thus devoted herself to 
an unwedded life, awaiting the time when 
she shall adopt an heir for the departed 
one. The Governor extols, in set phra- 
seology, the virtuous devotion of the young 
lady in question, the same having been 
duly attested under seal by the district 
magistrate; and he applies for a mark of 
Imperial approbation in the usual manner. 
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—By rescript, a memorial tablet is 
authorized. 

(4) The same functionary memorializes 
stating that his attention has been drawn 
to documents which have appeared in the 
Gazette respecting mistakes made in the 
stamping of the examination essays at the 
competition for Kiw-jén degrees in Shun- 
Tien Fu, by which injustice is done to the 
competitors, the essays of one person being 
attributed to another's composition, and so 
on. This appears to arise from the haste 
with which the stamping—or docketing—is 
necessarily performed, among such a multi- 
tude of papers, and he proposes an amend- 
ment in the method of denoting author- 
ship. Rescript.—Let the Board of 
Ceremonies consider and report. 

Sept. 21.—(1) Adecree. The Vensor Wu 
Hung-ngén has memorialized requesting 
that reform be undertaken of long standing 
abuses connected with the police-underlings 
of district and department Magistracies, 
The laws forbidding oppression of the 
people by police-underlings are of the 
most stringent nature ; and if it be true, as 
the Censor affirms, that such things take 
place as leaguing with the criminal class 
and sharing in the proceeds of robberies, 
stirring up litigation with an eye to extor- 
tion, and giving shelter to such practices 
on the part of the Magistrates, in order to 
escape the incidence of penalties, the laws 
are indeed most grievously violated. Let 
the governments of all the Provinces give 
stringent orders to the local authorities, 
to take active measures in discharging 
dishonest underlings ; and if there be any 
who abuse their positions to give counte- 
nance to such men, let them be impeached 
with severity on the facts of the case, to 
the end that rectitude may be secured in 
the civil administration, 

(2) A further decree, based on another 
memorial from the same Censor. who has 
represented the existence of illegal prac- 
tices among licensed pawnbrokers and 
money changers, with especial reference to 
the Hwai-ngan, Yang-chow, Sii-chow, and 
Hai-chow Prefectures in Kiangsu, and 
throughout the province of Szech’wan. 
He states that usurious interest is charged 
by the one class, and debased coin foisted 
upon customers by theother. Injunctions 
are laid upon all provincial governments 
to repress abuses of the kind thus exposed. 

(3) The Court of Censorate forwards an 
appeal lodged by Pu Ch’éng-siang, a native 
of Lan Chow, in Chihli, aged 64, and 
tythingman of his village. He complains 
that certain inhabitants of his village, 
having become accomplices in 1867 with a 
lawless native of Manchuria, in concert 


with whom they robbed a treasury, he was 
called upon by the local Magistrate to 
assist in arresting them, upon which he was 
instrumental in causing two of their 
number to be apprehended and executed. 
The remainder were put on their guard by 
two of his grandnephews, and managed to 
escape. The grandnephews subsequently 
opened a gambling place, at the advice of 
the escaped desperadoes, conveyed by letter, 
asa device for getting together a band of 
ruffians to commit depredations. Ap- 
pellant having lodged information at the 
department Magistracy, police were sent to 
make arrests, and a large number of men 
were captured thereupon. By bribing the 
police, however, they all managed to yet 
released, and shortly afterwards they 
assembled to the number of a hundred and 
attacked appellant’s house, which they 
broke into in search of appellant. 
luckily absent at the time, and so escaped 
destruction ; and he now lodges the present 
complaint, after petitioning the prefect of 
. his own jurisdiction without obtaining a 
direct hearing.—Referred in the usual 
manner, i 

(4 and 5) Memorials from the officiating 
Governor of Shantung with reference to 
two District Magistrates, who , have, on 
previous memorials, been cashiered, and 
ordered to be imprisoned and proceeded 
against for defalcations of public money, 
on handing over charge to their successors. 
The first of these, an expectant Prefect by 
brevet, was short by Taels 14,323.7 when 
handing over charge of the Kwan-ch’éng 
Magistracy. He has now made good the 
following amounts: to the Provincial 
treasury, for land and miscellaneous taxes 
due, Tis. 12,524.9.6.; to the Grain Intend- 
ant’s Teasury, Tis. 1,630.1.6.7.; and to 
the Intendant of the Grand Canal, 
168.5.7.3. Having. thus made payment 
in full, it is requested that he be allowed 
to receive back his former rank, position, 
and peacock’s feather, and that the cloth- 
ing, etc., seized under order of sequestra- 
tion, may be returned to him, his offence 
being a technical one only. Rescript : Be 
it as is proposed. Let the Bvuard take 
note. In the other case, restitution of 
amounts previously unaccounted for having 
been similarly made, a like indulgence is 
applied for and granted. 

(6) In a postscript memorial, the same 
functionary forwards a statement of sun- 
dry officials with respect to the self-sacrifice 
shewn by -Féng-she, the wife of a sub- 
deputy assistant Magistrate named T’éng 
Ngén-yung, to whom she was married in 
October, 1873. Her husband fell ill in 
Januacy whilst on athiof-taking expedition, 
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He was - 


and his wife, hearing of this, hastened 
from the provincial capital to join him. 
She cut a piece of flesh from her arm to 
mix with his medicine, and implored the 
powers of. Heaven and Earth on_ his 
behalf, offering to lay down her life in his 
stead. Remedies proved of no avail, and 
he died on the 10th April last. After 
refusing all sustenance for three days, the 
inconsolable widow, then aged 24, com- 
mitted suicide by swallowing gold-leaf. —In 
reply to the Governor’s application for a 
mark of approbation of so laudable an act 
of self-devotion, a rescript grants permis- 
sion for the erection of a memorial tablet. 


Sept. 22nd. — (Court Oircular). His 
Majesty will proceed at 5 a.m. to-morrow 
to the Chung Ho Tien, to inspect certain 
sacrificial scrolls, after which His Majesty 
will return to the Palace and receive pre- 
sentations. After taking lunch, His Ma-. 
jesty will proceed at 3 p.m. by the western 
gates of the Palace, and the Fu Ch’éng 
Gate (the P’ing-taze Mén, or Central Weat 
Gate of Peking), to the Temple of the 
Evening Moon, to offer sacrifices. Thence 
returning by the Fu Ch’éng Gate to the 
Temple of Miraculous Answer to Prayer, 
to offer incense, and by the previous route 
to return to the Palace. 


(1) A Decree, in reply to a memorial 
from the Governor-General of the Two 
Kiang, and the Governor of Kiangsu, 
announcing the extermination of certain 
affiliated banditti known as the Fu Fei 


T=] or Turban brigands, in the pre- 


fecture of Sii-chow. Troops proceeded 
lately under the command of General Yao 
Kwang-wu to the Su-ts’ien district, where 
the leader of the banditti, Sun Hwai-wu, 
was slain on the spot, and his adherents 
were one and all put to the sword. Li 
Tsung-hi is commanded to give orders for 
stringent measures of search after any 
remnants of the confederacy, and honours 
are liberally awarded to the military officers 
engaged in the expedition, as well as to the 


memory of a sergeant killed in the tight. 


(2) A decree conferring promotion in 
different degrees on all the civil and 
military officials concerned in the capture 
of Yang Fuh-ts’ing, the so-styled Fuh 
Wang, an ex-Taiping-rebel leader, lately 
executed at Foochow. (See Gazette of Aug. 
14). 

(3) A memorial from the Governor of 
Ngan-hwei, proposing certain changes for 
sanction in the organization of the military 
establishment of the Province, with a view 
to a more efficient distribution of the 
regular forces. 


» _ Sept. 23rd.—The first five pages of the 
, Gazette are taken up with one of the 
. periodical lists of civilian appointments 
“to Censorships, Taotaiships, Prefectures, 
” Magistracies, aud divers inferior offices. 
| The officiating Governor of Shantung 
” reports the result of a judicial investigation 
* into the conduct of two District Magistrates 
. who had been cashiered under a charge of 
“ combination to perpetrate corrupt practices. 
The first of the two, Yang Sien, a tsin-sze 
* graduate from Chihli, allotted to the rank 
of Magistrate in Shantung, was appointed 
to act as Magistrate of the Hwei-min 
District in 1867 ; and the second, named 
‘Lien Chih-ho, a kii-jén graduate from 
Kiangsi, who had purchased his step of 
‘rank, was sent to take over charge of the 
- aforesaid district in 1869. The first 
incumbent had paid into the provincial 
. Treasury in 1868 the sum of Tls. 16,000 
» and odd, on account of the first half of the 
+ yearly revenue collection of his district, 
but the second half-yearly payment, 
, amounting to Tls. 12,000 and odd, was 
delayed on the ground that the official 
‘ shroff was ill, and unable to melt down the 
- sycee. The Mayistrate, Yang Sien, being 
- obliged to go into retirement owing to his 
, father’s death, a report reached his 
superior, the Prefect of Wu-ting Fu, that 
his returns of revenue did not tally with 
the amounts actually collected, and an 
enquiry was consequently instituted, in 
which thenewly-appointed acting Magistrate 
took part. The result of the enquiry was 
to shew that considerable irregularities 
: had prevailed in the revenue accounts, 
but without fraudulent intent on Yang 
. Sien’s part. Another charge against him 
; Was that of putting pressure on the pawn- 
brokers of the district city, forbidding 
» them to close their establishments when 
the district was invaded by the Nien-fei, 
» until paid by them for permission to do 
. 80. The facts of the case, as now elicited, 
are that Yang Sien acted in the interest of 
: the people, who, in their impoverished 
- condition at the time, had no resource 
but the pawnbrokers’ to keep them in 
. funds, and he consequently required three 
’ of the nine existing establishments to con- 
tinue their business, when all talked of 
closing ; and as all the pawnbrokers had 
been robbed of the articles stored in 
pledge, he borrowed from the wealthiest 
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man of the association a sum of Tis. _ 


_ 1,080, which he divided among the 
different concerns to enable them to 
pay pro ratd a part compensation for 
’ the pledges lost. His successor was, 
in the first instance, charged with combin- 
' ing with him to cloak the irregularities 
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with which he stood charged; but the 
result of the present enquiry goes to prove 
that he was guilty of no more than cul- 
pable neglect. For this it would be 
recommended that he be stripped of his 
rank, but as he has died since the investi- 
gation commenced, this step is needless. 
The restoration of Lien Chih-ho to his 
original position is recommended. 

Sept. 24th.—(1) The Supervisor of 
Examinations (Literary Chancellor) of 
Shun-t’ien Fu memorializes proposing a 
reform in the method of admission to the 
provincial examinations for the Ki-jén 
degree. He represents that at each 
triennial examination it is customary for 
the candidates who possess the primary 
qualification to flock en masse to the 
provincial capital, where they have been 
led to consider it as a matter of course 
that at the test-examination they will all 
be permitted to enter for the competition 
to follow. The accommodation in the 
examination-halls having until lately been 
adequate, it has been usual to accede to 
this feeling, in view of the expense to 
which candidates are put in coming up to 
the provincial capital, from: distances in 
many cases of hundreds of miles, and of 
the obloquy which rests upon a candidate 
who is refused admission, whereby his 
character at home is depreciated, and his 
means of livelihood as a teacher possibly 
taken away. Owing to the great increase 
which has taken place since the rebellion 
in the number of candidates, due purtly 
to the augmentation in the number 
of degrees conferred in return for contri- 
butions, and partly to the facility of 
purchase of the primary qualification, the 
throng at each triennial period has become 
excessive. The object of the present 
memorial is to secure a limitation of the 


numbers, by the establishment of a rule - 


to the effect that only such candidates shall 
present themselves as shall have obtained 
certificates at the annual primary examina- 
tions for the siu-ts’ai degree held locally 
by the provincial supervisor. (A Rescript 
has already appeared, referring this pro- 
posal for the opinion of the Board of 
Ceremonies). 

(2) The Governor-General of the Yellow 
River memorializes reporting that the 
chu shw period (Auyust 24th) has passed, 
and that both banks of the river have 
been maintained in security, by dint of 
unremitting efforts in sundry sections 
where danger from the force of the current 
has manifested itself. At one spot, while 
engaged in strengthening a part of the 
embankment, a squad of the government 
labourers were precipitated into the stream 
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by the downfall of a newly-made earth- 
work, and a corporal and one soldier were 
swept away by the flood. Two months 
still remain during which danger has to he 
guarded against, and a deficiency of funds 
to meet the necessary outlay is among the 
contingéncies to be apprehended. 

(3) The Grand Secretary Jui-lin, Go- 
vernor-General of the Two Kwang, memo- 
rializes reporting that the state of his 
health has compelled him to take a month’s 
congé. The damp and relaxing climate of 
the South has undermined his naturally 
strong constitution, and made him subject 
to periodical attacks of bowel complaint, 
which have at length made repuse an 
absolute necessity. The affairs of vice- 
regal government are in themselves multi- 
form and onerous, and in addition he is 
charged with the still more important 
duties arising out of relations between 
China and Foreign powers. He will con- 
tinue, during his temporary retirement, to 
attend to allimatters of serious consequence 
in concert with the Governor, the daily 
routine of business being meanwhile 
discharged for him by the Financial 
Commissioner. 

Sept. 25.--(1) The Brigadier-General of 
the Manchu garrison at ‘I's’ing-chow Fu 
in Shantung memorializes reporting that 
the civil and military population of that 
place have united in subscribing for the 
erection of a memorial temple in honour 
of Prince Séng-ko-lin-sin, entitled the 


Chung Ts’in Wang hil HE, in gratitude 
for his relief of the city and the adjacent 
region in 1861, when in imminent danger 
of falling into the hands of the Nien-fei, 
who had beleaguered the place. 


(2) Yung-ts’iian BRAS, the Military 


Governor of Jli, forwards an explanation 
in reply toa charge of irregular recom- 
mendation brought against him by the 
Resident (amban) of Tarbagatai, Ying-lien 


Re, whose memorial, transmitted to 


him by a cabinet despatch dated the 17th 
May, he received on the 30th June. Ying- 
lien had accused him of arbitrariness in 
recommending for promotion a single 
officer, named Tsi-kung, who, moreover, 
was acting as Secretary for civil affairs to 
Ying-lien himself. The reply of Yung- 
ts‘iian is that, having been commanded 
the year before last to march westward, 
he set out from Uliasutai, and being in 
need of assistance he memorialized 
requesting that officers be sent from Peking 
to reinforce his staff. Upon thisten superior 
officers from the corps of musketeers, 
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and a number of subordinates, were 
detailed to join him at Tarbagatai 
Tsi-kung was one of these, and was placed 
at the service of Yinv-lien, then encamped 
with his force at Kur-kara Usu, as a 
capable assistant. He subsequently ac- 
companied Ying-lien to Tarbagatai on 
the latter’s promotion to the Residentship 
of that station. When a recommendation of 
Tsi-kung for the service he had rendered 
was about to go forward, Ying-lien asked, 
in @ personal interview, that certain other 
officials might be included in the list ; but 
he was told that the recommendation then 
being drawn up was limited to cases 
of special merit at the different stations. 
As Military Governor of Ili, Yung-ts‘tian 
begs to observe, he has at the same time 
control over the Eight Mahommedan 
Cities (Eastern Turkestan or Kashgaria), 
Tarbagatai, Urumtsi, etc., and in times 
of peace the rule is that at the end of 
each year a confidential report is furnished 
on the conduct of all the superior 
commands and ambons of the Pech Lw and 
Nan Lu (Sungaria and Kashgaria.) 
Although, at present, Yung-ts’tian has 
not proceeded to take up his residence 
at Ili, the ancient Imperial system 
nevertheless holds good, and it was in 
pursuance thereof that the recommendation 
complained of was made. Tei-Kung died 
on the 28th May last, and it is requested 
that effect may posthumously be given to 
the recommendation in his favour, which 
had been suspended pending enquiry. 
Rescript : Be it as is requested. 

(3) In a@ postscript memorial, Yung- 
ts’iian reports that while temporarily 
stationed with his troops at Tarbaagtai he 
has required his men to raise crops with 4 
view to provisioning the force, and has 
repaired or constructed storehouses in the 
N.E. angle of the city for the grain and 
the supplies of munitions of war sent for 
ward to him. The ramparts being at some 
points in a ruined condition, and the open 
spaces at the South, East, and West Gates 
requiring a constant guard, he has been 
apprehensive that serious consequences 
might ensue if any alarm were occasioned 
by the enemy in the field ; and in order to 
obviate the necessity of building an inner 
wall of defence be has thought it best to 
employ fatigue-parties of his men in 
patching up the ramparts, whilst at the 
same time he has blocked up the South 
and West Gates. He has built a palisade 
at the South Gate, which is guarded as the 
sole means of access. This has been done 
during the absence on a tour of inspection 
of the amban, Ying-lien, whom, on his 
return, he has notified of the work 


‘ performed. Returns of the expenditure 
’ incurred will be sent in. 


rr 


(4) The Household Court represents 
that the key of the seal of office borne by 


- the senior Comptroller Ts’ung-lun, should 


be handed over to the newly appointed 


- Comptroller Ying-kwei, whose rank as 
| President of the Board of Civil Office 


entitles him to precedence. 


Sept. 26th.—(1-3) Memorials from 


! Superintendents of the Imperial Mausolea, 


representing the necessity for sundry 
works of repair. 

(4) Jui-lien, Military Governor of Jeh- 
ho, memorializes on the proposition, 
circulated for opinion at the instance of 


_ the Censor Téng K’ing-lin, respecting the 


- Of criminal procedure. 


withdrawal of the right of summary exe- 
cution and a return to the regular system 
He represents that 
the condition of affairs within his juris- 
diction is not such as to admit of delay in 
the infliction of capital sentences in cases 
of brigandage and the like ; and he solicits 


' a continuance of the existing system. 


Sept. 27th. —(1) The Military Governor 


of Ili, Yung-ts’tian, memorializes denounc- 
. ing a subordinate military officer for 


- malversation of supplies. 


Having applied 


- to the Throne for a sum of Tls. 300,000 


, 


to meet the expenses of the local levies he 


_ proposed enrolling, in order to supply the 
. want of troops under his command, the 


_ amount from the land-revenue. 


_ for this duty in Shansi. 


, 
, 


P 


{ 


Board of Revenue proposed that the 
provinces of Shantung, Honan, and Shansi 
should each contribute one-third of this 
Yung- 
ts’tian upon this sent officers to the 
respective provinces to receive these 
amounts, and among others a military 
subaltern, named King-pin, was detached 
Notice was 
subsequently received from the Governor 
of Shansi that, in addition to a sum of 
Tis. 50,000 which had been sent forward, 
he had further set apart a sum of Tis, 
15,000 for transmission. Out of this there 
had heen advanced to K’ing-pin and the 
others with him Tls. 600 for their 
Personal expenses, and the balance 
had been handed over to them to 
be sent forward. K’ing-pin  subse- 
quently made report of his having reached 
Kalgan, and having handed over Tis. 500 
to the forwarding office there, sending Tle. 
10,000 on in charge of a party of Manchu 
soldiers, whom he was to follow with the 
remaining balance of Tls. 4,000. ‘he first 
instalment was duly delivered on the 5th 
June, and found to be correct ; but when 
on the 14th June K’ingpin himself arrived, 
it was found that only two out of the three 
boxes he delivered contained the proper 
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amount. The third box contained only 
some irregular sycee to the value of Tis. 
352, leaving a deficiency of ‘I'ls. 1,647, and 
K’ing-pin confessed that he had abstracted 
this amount—minus Tis. 80, which he had 
unauthorizedly paid away to the escort— 
for the purpose of purchasing, sundry 
merchandize which he intended to dispose 
of, and thus enable himself to refund the 
Government treasure. His goods and 
private property have been sequestrated, 
and it is solicited that he be cashiered, and 
held strictly auswerable for the deficiency. 
—Rescript acceding to this proposal. 

Sept. 28th.—(1) A decree. Li Hung- 
chang has now memorialized Us, with 
reference to the case of Li Kwang-chao, 
which We commanded him to investigate, 
that he has elicited the full particulars con- 
cerning Li Kwaug-chao’s fraudulent offer 
to supply timber, and likewise with respect 
to his having unwarrantably made use 
of flags bearing the title ‘* By His Majesty’s 
appointment Purveyor of Timber,” and 
also ‘‘ Director of works at Yiian-ming 
Yiian,”’—acts which have shewn the most 
entire defiance of the law. We ordain, 
therefore, that in accordance with the 
proposed sentence, Li Kwang-chao be 
decapitated after a period of imprisonment, 
and that the sentence be executed after 
the autumn period. The Household clerk, 
Ch’éng-lin, who is found to have un- 
authorizedly left Peking and to have 
accompanied Li Kwang-chao in different 
directions, is to be forthwith stripped of 
his rank, The late Comptroller, Kwei-pao, 
having been already deprived of his rank, 
is exempted from farther penalty. 

(2) The Governor of Kweichow forwards 
an application on the part of a brevet- 
General named Téng Ts’ien-shéng to be 
allowed to change the two last characters of 
his name to ‘I’ing-chung, having found, on 
drawing up anew edition of his family geneo- 
logical register, that he now infringes upon 
the denomination of one of his remote 
ancestors. A certificate in proper form 
has been given by a Brigadier General, 
attesting that the applicant has never been 
the subject of a Rescript forbidding his 
further promotion, nor of a prohibition 
against his repurchasing his rank in con- 
sequence of any offence committed, nor of 
sentence of perpetual dismissal from the 
public service. These facts being established 
it is requested that the application be 
admitted.—Reascript in consent. 

Sept. 29th.—(1) A decree postponing the 
assumption of the winter style of hat until 
the 5th October. 

(2) The Governor of Hupeh reports 
that Captain Wu Yii-ming, of the garrison 
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of Wu-ch’ang, pat proceeded in July 
last year on a migsion to collect taxes, 
was overtaken by a hurricane while tra- 
velling across the Fu-t’ow lake, near 
Kiang-hia, in the course of which his boat 
was capsized, and he with his followers 
‘was preqipitated into the water. All lives 
were fortunately rescued, but the contents 
of the boat, including the seal of office 
belonging to the functionary in question, 


No. 14,040 of the K’ien (BG) series, were 


sunk beyond recovery. Fishermen and 
divers were employed for several days in 
dragging for the seal without success. Un 
report of the ‘circumstance having been 
made, the proper official steps have been 
taken to verify the statement, The Magia- 
trate of Kiang-hia has gone in person to 
the spot, has taken the depositions of the 
retainers present on the occasion, and has 
directed fresh attemps to be made for the 
recovery of the geal. As these have proved 
fruitless, a temporary wooden stamp has 
been issued, and it is now requested that 
a new seal may be issued from Peking, the 
unlucky official being held exempt from 
penalties on the ground, as contemplated 
by the laws, that the loss proceeded from no 
fault of his own. 

The remainder of this day’s Gazette is 
occupied with administrative details from 
the same quarter. 


Sept. 30th.—(1) A decree, Wén-siang 
memorializes stating that his complaint is 
not yet relievéd, and entreating that he 
may vacate his oftice.—Let him be further 
granted acongé of three months for the 
benefit of his health, without being 
required to vacate his office, 

(2) A decree based upou a memorial by 
the Censor Wu Hung-ngén, requesting the 
introduction of increased efficiency in the 
constabulary system, for the protection of 
travel. The provincial governments are 
called upon to lay stringent injunctions 
upon their civil and military subordinates, 
to have the guard stations along the high 
roads put in repair, and the roads duly 
watched over by the constabulary forces. 

(3) The Censor Wu Hung-ngén draws 
attention in a postscript memorial to the 

’ abuses prevalent in the civil administration, 
owing to the malpractices of the yamén 
retainers, who are constantly guilty of 
tyrannical and oppressive conduct toward 
the well-behaved and the weak. They 
enter into confederacy with local budmashes, 
and share in the proceeds of robbery with 
the perpetrators, giving warning to their 
confederates when pursuit is impending— 
and they are accustomed to league 
themselves with promoters of litigation for 
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dishonest purposes, practising extortion 
on defendants, who are seized by them on 
fictitious charges, to amounts which may 
vary from a few tens to hundreds of dollars. 
By such means they enrich themselves, 
become landed proprietors, and purchase 
official titles, at the expense of innocent 
pesple whom they have driven to utter 
ruin. The Magistrates wink at these pro- 
ceedings in order to escape the incidence 
of penalties upon themselves, whilst, as 
& consequence of these acts, litigation is 
perpetually increasing.—For Rescript, see 
Gazette of Sept. 21st. 

(4) A postscript memorial from the same 
Censor, representing that excessive interest, 
amounting to 6 and even 8 per cent. per 
month, is levied by unlicensed pawnbrokers 
in the northern districts of Kiangsu and 
also in Szech’wan, beside other abuses, 
such as a deduction of 50 cash per thousand 
in making payments, and fixing the limit 
of redemption at eight months.—Rescript 
as above. 

(5) The officiating Governor of Shantung 
reports his having been informed by the 
Taotai at Chefoo of the arrival there of 15 
shipwrecked Coreans, whose story is as 
follows :—They had gone out to fish ins 
boat, when they were overtaken by a sud- 
den storm and driven out to sea. For nine 
days and nights they drifted at the mercy 
of the waves, reduced at length by starva- 
tion to a state of insensibility, when 
by good fortune they. were picked up 
by the Kin Tung Ch’un trading junk from 
Fuhkien, by which they were landed at 
Chefoo un the 23rd August. Their con- 
dition is reported as emaciated to the last 
degree. According to law, they are to be 
sent overland to Peking and thence to 
their homes. The Governor will see them 
on their passage through the provincial 
capital. 

(6) The officiating Governor of Shantung 
further memorializes reporting that the 
treasury-building belonging to the yamén 
of the Financial Commissioner being 
almost a total ruin, it has been reconstructed 
at a cost of Taels 10,451. 

(7) The same functionary reports in s 
postscript memorial that the Brigadier 
General commanding the Manchu garrison 
at Ts’ing-chow Fu has contributed at his 
own expense a new supply of arms, to wit, 
32 wall-pieces, and 450 gingalls and match- 
locks, to replace the munitions which have 
been lost or destroyed during the campaigns 
on which the troops now under his com- 
mand were employed some years ago. 
The gift of a peacock’s feather in recogni- 
tion of this liberality is solicited.— 
Rescript has already appeared. 
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Oct. Ist.—(1) The Governor-General of 
the Two Kiang, the Governor of Kiangsu, 
and the acting Governor-General of the 
Grain Transport, jointly memorialize 
reporting the routing out and destruction 
of a band of depredators, who, under the 
name of Turban brigands, have for a length 
of time been the terror of the prefectures 
north of Yangchow. All local efforts being 
powerless for their suppression, a force of 
the regular troops has been sent against 
them, and after a fight, in which the mili- 
tary lost several lives, the leaders of the 
band have been either killed or taken 
prisoners. 

(2) The constabulary yamén reports 
the following appeal case lodged by Wu 
Féng-che, labourer, aged 50, from a 
village in Honan, He complains that in 
January, 1873, a police runner from 
the district Magistracy of Hwa, stating 
that a robbery of some trees had been 
committed in the village, carried off his 
son, in concert with the head of the local 
thief-takers, and flogged him to extract a 
confession, but unsuccessfully. He then 
locked the young man up, and made use of 
illegal forms of torturs, after having hood- 
winked his superior, the Magistrate. Com- 
plainant, when he went to remonstrate, was 
told that if he did not pay a squeeze his 
life would be in danger, and he was forcibly 
prevented from proclaiming his wrong. 
When he managed to get together some cash, 
which he brought to the men aforesaid, 
they declared the sum to be insufticiont, 
and at avme time not precisely kuown they 
beat complainant’s son to death, and then 
buried him secretly. Complainant has 
petitioned the Magistrate, the Prefect, and 
the Governor of the Province, without 
obtaining redress,—Referred as usual, 


(8) Wén-lin, the amban of Hami, reports 

is resumption of official duty on the 
expiry of his congé of three months, 
although his strength is not yet fully 
restored. His colleague, Ming-ch’un, being 
an invalid, recovering from a wound, he 
feels bound to exert himself to the utmost 
at such a juncture as the present, when 
warlike operations are in full development, 
and although unable to walk without 
support, he is carried about from place to 
place in a chair. 

Oct. 2nd.—The Court Circular announces, 
amony other things, that Ts’ung-lun is the 
officer uf the household appointed to take 
charge for the year of the palace-city,—and 
also the route to be taken by his Majesty 
to-morrow in going to, and returning from, 
4 visit to the Show Hwang Tien, to perform 
4 religious service. . 
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(1) A decree bestowing, 580" picvls of: *: 


millet, in addition to-the donation of 300 
piculs already ordered to.”,be: given tb the. 4 
charitable food-kitchens in the’metropdéhten: ~ 
department, for the relief of distress occa- 
sioned by the flooding of thelowlying lands, 


(2) The Governor-General of Sze-ch’wan 
memorializes reporting the suppression of 
@ local insurrection, the origin of which is 
described as follows. The province, he 
observes, has been affected by influences 
emanating from Tibet, giving rise to super- 
stitions beliefs, so that, whenever families 
are afflicted with the presence of disease, 
youths and priests are called in to erect 
places of temporary worship, and perform 
ceremonies of exorcism. ‘Ihe common 
name for these practitioners is twan-kung 


in D, and they represent what the 
ancients knew by the name of wu ms 


—i. ¢., magicians, sorcerers, or Shamans. 
These people have not been addicted, 
heretofore, to unlawful practices, and to 
suppress the custom would be difficult 
in the extreme. The harvests having 
suffered last autumn from rain, the price 
of provisions rose to some extent as summer 
drew nigh this year, and at the provincial 
capital issues of grain were made at a 
reduced rate from the Government granary, 
which the Governor-General had set on 
foot experimentally in the course of last 
year. The same course could not be 
pursued, however, in the outlying dis- 
tricts, where no scarcity had been ofticially 
declared. In the Kwan district, lying as it 
does in proximity to the territory of the wild 
tribes, the population, unable to gain a full 
livelihood by occupations such as digging 
for minerals used in pharmacy and 
washing for gold, are noted practitioners of 
the twan kung arts on behalf of the neigh- 
bouring people. Their skill not being 
called into requisition, on account of the 
prevailing scarcity, they have betaken 
themselves to acts of robbery. On the 
22nd July last a band of some 100 or more 
of these people made an irruption into a 
cluster of villages, where they committed 
depredations under cover of night. The 
local levies turned out and killed six of 
their number, on which the band took 
refuge in the hills; and the Governor- 
General directed two detachments of 
braves, each 500 strong, to march against 
them. A series of small engagements 
took place hereupon, the result of which 
has been the complete overthrow of the 
banditti and the capture of their leaders, 
who have been put on trial and executed in 
public at the provincial capital. Honours 
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oe 6. os 


_ “are eédudaiéd tot the officers who have 


. dstinguished.themselves on this occasion. 


_. 2 1-Oet: Sed. APThe Governor-General of 


Min-chéh and the Governor of Fuhkien 


memorialize reporting the full particulars - 


with respect to the trial and condemnation 
of the rebel-leader Yang Fu-ts’ing, after 
perusing the Imperial Decree which 
appeared on this subject in the Gazette of 
the 4th August. Having referred to his 
capture and successive trials, they state 
that the ex-rebel in question was a native 
of the district of Kwei-p’ing in Kwanggsi. 
His name originally was Yang Kin-shéng, 
but from his childish name of A Ts’i, he 
was familiarly known as Yang Pock- 
marked ATs’i. He changed his designa- 


tion to Yang Fu-ts’ing Bie on 
being adopted asa relative by Yang Siu- 
ts’ing. He joined the rebels with his 
elder brother on the departmental city of 
Yung-ngan being made the first centre of 
operations by Hung Siu-ts’tian (the 
Taiping Wang) after his rising in 1850. 
He participated in all the subsequent cam- 
paigns of the rebels, during their career 
through Kwangsi, up to the taking of 
Nanking, and rose to occupy successive 
dignities in the rebel army, until created a 
‘* Prince,” with the titlh Fu Wang. In 
1864 he made good his escape from Hu- 
chow to Shanghai, and thence proceeded 
in disguise to his native home. He 
subsequently visited Kweichow, Kwang- 
tung, Hunan, and Nyanhwei, never 
venturing to remain long in any one place, 
and on hearing lately that braves were 
being enlisted in Fuhkien, he was about to 
offer himself in this capacity, when he was 
arrested at Tsin-kiang. Asalready reported, 
he was sentenced as guilty of treason to 
suffer death by ling-ch’e (the slicing process), 
and this penalty has been accordingly 
carried out. A list of the officials who 
distinguished themselves on the occasion 
of his capture is submitted for awards of 
Imperial recompense. 

The remainder of this day’s Gazette is 
occupied with administrative details from 
the same quarter. 


Oct. 4th.—The Governor-General of 
Sze-ch’wan memorializes at great length 
reporting the recapture and execution of 
@ prisoner who had escaped from his guard 
while on the journey back to a district 
jail, after having been sentenced at the 
‘autumn assize” to death by strangling. 
The prisoner, P’an Yeo-fu, had been 
found guilty of causing the death, by 
wounds inflicted in a quarrel, of a woman 
with whom he had been carrying on a 
criminal intercourse, and was seut back in 
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June, 1873, to the district city of Yiin-lien, 
to await the period of execution. Whilst 
on the road one day, having gone into s 
wayside cookshop with his guards, he 
feigned a sudden attack of indisposition, 
and being taken outside by one of the 
police he seized an opportunity, when the 
watcher was off his guard, to slip off his 
chain and to throw himself over a preci- 
pice down a ravine. Kidding himself of 
his fetters and clothing, he made good his 
escape. Two months afterwards, however, 
he was recaptured by the Yiinnan autho- 
rities at his native home, toward which he 
had made his way, and having been handed 
over in due course, he has been sentenced 
as the law directs to undergo immediate 
execution of his originalsentence. The police 
whose negligence permitted his escape are 
to suffer the penalty of one hundred blows, 
and transportation for three years, as the 
law provides. 

Oct. 6th. (1) A Decree. Whereas, on 
receiving from the Censor Yiian Ch’éng- 
yeh his memorial soliciting that measures 

e devised toward the abolition of the 
likin tax, and that a prohibition of the 
poppy culture be renewed, We laid com- 
mands upon the Board of Revenue to 
consider and report upon the same (see 
Gazettes of August 30th and Sept. 7th.) 
We have now received a memorial from 
the Board, soliciting that orders be issued 
to the Governments of all Provinces in 
which the likin tax is in force, to take 
such action as circumstances admit, in con- 
formity with the reports to the Throne 
made by the Board in past years, and 
further soliciting that orders be issued 
prohibiting the cultivation of the poppy 
plant. The Board has heretofore memo- 
rialized Us, in the 8th and 12th years of 
our reign (1869 and 1873), requiring the 
provincial Governors-General aud Go- 
vernors to take measures toward abovlish- 
ing likin stations, and to scrutinize 
closely the conduct of the officials 
employed in the collectorates. For all 
such action precedents exist which may 
serve as guides. With regard to deci- 
sions as to the closing of barrier-stations 
in Provinces where the likin tax-system 
is in force, or to arrangements with a view 
to efticient concentration, let the govern- 
ment of the Province concerned take the 
necessary measures, a8 circumstances may 
shew to be advisable, in conformity with 
the memorials of the Board of Revenue. 
Let any of the barrier officials who may be 
found so unprincipled as to be guilty of 
peculation in the funds of the collectorate 
and of harrassing traders ia transitu be 
stringently impeached and punished. As 
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regards the cultivation of the poppy-plant, 
the prohibition on this score is of the most 
rigorous nature. It is reported to Us 
by Yiian Chung-yeh, that whilst the 
interdict is not unheeded in certain 
departments of Shansi, no attention is 
paid to it, for the most part, in the 
remaining departments and districts of 
the province. Let the Governor of Shansi 
give the needful orders to his subordinates 
to institute effective examination, and 
forthwith to issue earnest notifications 
prohibiting the culture. As it is to be 
feared that evil practices of this description 
may not be wanting in other provinces, 
let general orders be likewise issued by 
the Governors-General and Governors of 
all the provinces, requiring their sub- 
ordinates to maintain a constant vigilant 
supervision, and, whether the cultivation 
has or has not been heretofore carried on, 
alike to proclaim the prohibition with all 
stringency. Let them not permit the 
underlings and others connected with 
official departments to make use of pretexts 
for extortion and for harrassing the interests 
of the people. For the rest, be it as is 
proposed. 

(2) A Decree. Whereas the army has 
now passed in successive detachments 
beyond the Wall (i.e. in the direction of 
Hami), let the Imperial Commissioner 
and Grand Secretary, Tso Tsung-t’ang, 
Governor-General of Shensi and Kansuh, 
act as Director-General of commissariat 
supplies and transport; and let the Under 
Secretary, Yiian Pao-héng, act as Assistant 
Director-General. Let the commissariat 
head-quarters for the campaign in the 
West be removed to Suh Chow, and let 
Ytian Pao-héng proceed to take up his 
quarters at that place. : 

(3) A Decree. Let Wén-che Ml 4 
continue in charge of the Manufacturing 
Department at Hangchow. 

The remainder of this day’s Gazette is 
occupied by memorials on administrative 
details from Fuhkien. 

Oct. 6th.—The Court Circular announces 
that his Majesty will leave the Palace 
to-morrow morning, after a refection, b 
the grand entrances, and passing throug 
the Central 8uuth Gates of the Tartar and 
Chinese Cities, proceed to the Nan Ting 
Temple and offer incense. Entering [the 
Hunting Park] by the Great Red Gate, his 
Majesty will rest for a while in the robing 
pavilion, and after visiting two other 
temples will halt at the old yamén, to 
‘ transact business and receive presentations. 
Preparations for setting out to be made 
at4.30a.m. 
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(1). Li Hung-chang, Governor-General 
of Chihli, memorializes. reporting the 
result of the trial of Li Kwang-chao. On 
the 17th August he received an Imperial 
decree, in reply to his report stating that 
Li Kwang-chao was unable to aupply the 
timber of which he had made offer asa 
voluntary contribution; and on the same 
day he further received a Council despatch 
forwarding a decree with reference to 
the dispute between Li Kwang-chao and 
the French and United States Consuls. 
He was lost in reverent admiration at the 
endeavours of his Sovereign to regulate 
aright the system of official discipline, and 
to award punishment to the guilty. In 
pursuance of the commands received, he 
instructed the authorities of Tientsin to 
apprehend Li Kwang-chao, which having 
been done, he caused the Acting Customs’ 
and the local Taotai, with the Prefect of 
Tientsin, to institute a rigorous enquiry 
into the attempt at imposition made by Li 
Kwang-chao in his fraudulent offer to 
supply timber. The Governor-General 
having subsequently held a trial in 
person, after receiving the preliminary 
evidence, he took the following state- 
ment from Li Kwang-chao:—‘‘I am 
a nativeof Kia-ying Chow, in Kwang-tung, 
and have lived for some time at Han-yang, 
in Hupeh, where I carried on business in 
timber and tea. In 1862, I purchased by 
contributions a brevet as Prefect, for 
which I received only the certificate of 
payment, ngt the warrant from the Board. 
The certificate was subsequently burnt. I 
was sued at law some time since at Han- 
kow with reference to a dyke I had 
constructed, and the case has not been 
brought to a settlement. In July, 1873, I 
went to Peking to dispose of some building 
wood. I was persunally acquainted with 
the lately deceased Comptroller of the 
Household, Ch’éng-ming, the late acting 
Secretary to the Household Comptrol 
department, Kwei-pao, and the Household 
writer, Cl’éng-lin; and as the building 
works at Yiian-ming Yiian were on the 
point, of being commenced, Ch’éng-ming 
and the others aforesaid enquired of me 
respecting the purchase of large timber. 
As I calculated that by proceeding to 
Szech’wan and other provinces, and fell- 
ing timber in the forests, I could offer 
to supply, as a dutiful contribution, 
Ts, 10,000 worth of timber at an outlay of 
Tla. 3,000, I stated to Kwei-pao that I was 
willing to make offering of Ts. 100,000 
worth of timber, to be delivered within 
a period of ten years, Kwei-pao took me 
to see his chief, who agreed to the proposal, 
and directed me to hand in s written 
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application to be further considered. 
Upon thisT left Peking, accompanied by 
Ch’éng-lin. On reaching Hupeh, I ascer- 
tained that timber could not be felled 
and got out from the forests under 
three years, and that the cost of the 
undertaking would be too great. I 
went thereupon to Hongkong, in Kwang- 
tung, where, in substitution for my 
original design, I purchased imported 
timber. In April last I contracted with 
the foreign merchant, An-ki, for the 
purchase of 32,000 feet of Manila wood, 
and paid ten dollars as bargain money, 
signing at the same time a contract. An-ki 
having shortly afterwards died, the timber 
he had agreed to supply passed into the 
hands of his creditors, and the affair fell 
through. A French merchant named Po- 
wei-li (Bonville?) had at this time some 
timber for sale, but, as I was without 
means, no arrangement could be come to 
for the time being. Ch’éng-lin being 
desirous of availing himself of this chance 
of getting a substantive appointment, said 
that he could raise money among his 
friends, and upon this a contract for the 
purchase was entered into. Ch’éng-liu 
went back to Peking with musters of the 
timber, and I proceeded to Foochow, 
where I agreed with Po-wei-li for the 
purchase of 35,000 feet, foreign measure- 
ment, of timber, being three cargoes, 
at $1.55 per foot, making in all a sum 
of $54,250. Payment was to be made 
on delivery of the timber at Tien- 
tsin, with the stipulation that the sum 
of $50 per diem was to be paid for any 
demurrage ; and bargain-money to the 
amount of $10 was hereupon paid, on con- 
clusion of the contract. In June last I 
came to Tientsin, and the first shipload of 
timber was brought up by Po-wei-li ; upon 
which I went on to Peking and reported 
the arrival of the timber, falsely repre- 
senting the quantity to be 55,500 feet, 
foreign measurement, and the value to be 
Tis. 300,000. In actual fact, I had no 
means wherewithal to purchase timber to 
provide as a dutiful offering, My only 
property is land assessed at 50 piculs of 
grain. During the timeI was in business 
i was in a position to obtain accommo- 
dation, but of late I have been unsuc- 
cessful on all sides in endeavouring to 
raise money. As Ch’éng-lin, likewise, had 
failed to obtain a loan, and as moreover 
the timber delivered was not of a suitable 
kind, litigation ensued between the foreign 
merchant and myself. I did cause blocks 
to be engraved bearing the title ‘ Li, 
by Imperial appointment, Purveyor of 
timber for Yiian-ming Yiian,’ and I 
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also had flags prepared with a similar 
inscription.” 

The Governor-General has had produced 
before him the foreign text of the contract 
entered into with the foreign merchant 
An-ki, of which he has caused a translation 
to be made. It contains words to the 
effect that ‘ Li, Superintendent of Yiian- 
ming Yiian, contracts on behalf of His 
Majesty the Emperor of China with 
A-fu-to An-ki, a merchant of Hongkong.” 
On demanding of the prisoner how it 
came to pass that language so treasonable 
as this has been used, he declared that the 
wording in question did not exist in the 
Chinese copy of the contract, and on 
pressing for this document, it is stated to 
be no longer in existence. He further 
alleges that the Chinese translation 
is erroneous; but on interrogating Tai 
Tsze-chén, the linguist whom he engaged 
at Hongkong for the special purpose 
of seeing to the Chinese text, this 
witness states that the wording in question 
does actually exist in the foreign text, 
and that it has not been mistranslated. 
The Governor-General proceeds to observe 
that in contracts entered into between 
Chinese and foreigners, the title assigned 
to the Chinese merchant is that which is 
declared by the contracting party himself, 
and that the designation now found in 
the English text must have been taken 
from Li Kwang-chao’s own assertions. 
He goes on to quote the statutory enact- 
ments applicable to the present case, 
viz., one to the effect that ‘‘any person 
fraudulently promulgating an Imperial 
Decree, shall suffer death by decapitation ;” 
and again, “‘any person fraudulently 
alleging himself to have official employ- 
ment near the Imperial person, and 


interesting himself in affairs outside 
the precincts of the Court, with 
intent to commit fraud or stir up 


troubles, shall suffer death by decapita- 
tion.” In a protracted legal summing-up, 
the Governor-General decides that the 
case of Li Kwang-chao falls under 
the above enactments. Observing, further, 
on the heinous nature of the offence 
committed, he remarks that the false 
pretences concerning his position which 
were put forward by the prisoner led to 
his being actually styled by the foreign 
merchants ‘‘the Imperial Commissioner 
Li.” When, on his return to Tientsin, 
his imposture began by degrees to leak 
out, he-besought the United States’ Consul 
to mis-state on his behalf the cost of the 
timber, which finally led to an application 
being made by the French Consul for his 
arrest. In conclusion, the Govermor- 
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~ General requests sanction to the capital 


sentence pronounced as above stated. 
(For Rescript ordering execution of Li 
Kwang-chao, see Gazette of Sept. 28th.) 

Oct. 7th-8th. Owing to the Emperor’s 
absence from Peking, the Gazette is pub- 
lished only on alternate days. 

(1) A Decree. Let Wang Shao-tau and 
Kow Sze-p’éng, the men who presented 
supplications to Us by the roadside this 
day, be handed over to the Board of 
Punishments, to be rigorously placed on 
trial. 

(2) A memorial from the Censor Chow 
Hoh, requesting - that the hardships of 
which certain classes of expectant ofticials 
have to complain, in the way of delay in 
nomination to office, may be removed. 

(3) Tu-hing-ah, the Military Governor of 


’ Shéng-king, and his colleagues, memorialize 


reporting that the incursion of banditti 
into the eastern portion of Manchuria, 
which has heretofore been reported, has 


' been repelled by levies got together from 


’ 200 of the bandits were slain. 


among the garrison troops and the local 


' militia, and that in an action fought on 
’ the 6th September, in the prefecture of 


K’ai-yiian (near Hing-king), more than 
The 
remainder were almost wholly exterminated 
by the village levies in the course of their 
subsequent flight. The occasion is taken 
to point out that the established force 


“of troops in Hing-king, important as that 


city is as the cradle of the dynasty, is but 
470 men all told, and further that the 


office of Military Prefect (HP TF iD which 
is charged with the duties of watching 


, over the Imperial Mausolea, superintending 


works, collecting taxes, commanding the 
police, and instructing the soldiery, is one 
which holds out very small inducements to 
capable and deserving ofticers. It is pro- 


. posed that a step of brevet rank, at his 


Majesty’s pleasure, be annexed to the 
post, and that after three years’ tenure 


' the incumbent be entitled to presentation 


at Peking, in order to make the office more 


. acceptable, 


' sundry distinctions 


b 


Oct. 9th-10th.—(1) A Decree awarding 
to a number of 
officials who have distinguished themselves 
in martial exercises under his Majesty’s 
eye at the Hunting Park. 

(2) A rescript ordaining the removal 
from office and trial of the jail-warden of 
Kwan-ch’éng Hien, in Shantung, where, 
as reported by the Governor, a prisoner 
has effected his escape. As is invariably 
the case on occasions of the kind, the 


. District Magistrate is reported as having 


been absent on business at the moment ; 


1 
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but he is to be visited with the due 
official penalty, and held bound to recover 
the prisoner. 

(3) The Censor Wu Hung-ngén memo- 
rializes urging increased efficiency in the 
measures for repressing crime, especially 
with reference to the prevention of high- 
way robbery. He represents that on all 
the post-roads throughout the empire 
guardhouses are established at regular 
intervals, and that in exposed localities 
watch-huts are further placed, between 
which, according to the terms of regula- 
tions extremely stringent and minute in 
character, watchmen and constables should 
patrol the road on the look-out for 
suspicious persons, and to convoy travellers 
in safety. If these rules were actively 
carried out, brigandage and robbery would 
not be heard of so constantly as is the 
case. The Censor is informed that 
crime of this description is rife in the 
country districts around Peking, and he 
instances a case of robbery practised during 
the current month at Tow Tien, the first 
stage on the great South road from Peking, 
on an official proceeding tu Shansi. He 
further alludes to reports of the great 
prevalence of crime of this description in 
Féng-t’ien, Chihli, Honan, Hupeh, Hunan, 
and Shantung, and to robberies perpe- 
trated during the last year on treasure in 
course of transportation to Peking, and on 
the Corean embassy whilst returniny to its 
own country. ‘The cause of this state of 
insecurity is the supineness of the local 
authorities, who allow the guardhouses to 
fall into decay, and reduce the number of 
soldiers on duty to a mere fraction of the 
proper amount. It is true that at the 
watch-huts along the highways flags and 
notice boards are displayed, declaring so 
many watchmen and so many constables 
to be on duty, but this is a mere piece of 
empty routine. The criminal class is 
consequently encouraged to commit the 
most daring outrages, which are either 
left wholly unnoticed by the authorities, 
or misrepresented to their superiors 
as acts of theft instead of robbery 
with violence. Unless a remedy be 
applied, the highways of travel bid fair to 
become looked upon with dread, and the 
criminal class to increase to such an extent 
as to entail the most serious disorders. 
It is consequently prayed that the civil 
and military authorities throughout the 
Empire be commanded to restore the 
efticiency of the constabulary system.—A 
rescript to this effect appeared on the 30th . 
September. 

(4) ‘The Governor-General of Szech’ wan 
memorializes with reference to the pro- 
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posal that the right of summary execution 
be withdrawn from the provincial autho- 
rities. He represents that owing to the 
vast area of the province, and its proximity 
to the frontier territories, it contains a 
very large floating population, and is 
distinguished above all the other provinces 
for cases of robbery with violence. It is 
needful, accordingly, to retain the power 
of inflicting summary punishment. 

(5) In a@ postscript memorial the Go- 
vernor-General reports that the magistrate 
of the Kiang-ngan District, having been 
directed to attend to the supply of timber 
for lantern-masta at the Temple of Heaven 
at Peking, had spent close upon two years 
of unremitting effort in procuring suitable 
spars from the forest, and in having them 
dragged over steep mountain-paths to the 
nearest water. Owing to the rapids, 
however, by which the course of the stream 
is interrupted, the only means of navigation 
- available in convoying the timber down- 
wards (toward the Yangtsze) was the use 
of bamboo-rafts, and by the wrecking of 
one of these at rapids in the Ya-ngan 
District, the magistrate, with four chair- 
bearers and one personal attendant, found 
a watery grave on the 26th June last. 
His body has been recovered and buried ; 
and a token of Imperial commiseration 
is applied for, in consideration of his long 
and eflicient service.—Rescript: Let the 
Board decide on a reward in conformity 
with the regulations. 

Oct. 11th and 12th.—(1) A_ postscript 
memorial from the Prince of Kung and 
his colleagues (of the Grand Council), to 
the effect that whereas She Sung-siu, a 
lang-chung of the Board of Civil Oftice, 
filling the post of a Secretary to the Grand 
Council (kiin ki chang-king), has been 
appointed to fill the post of Prefect at 
Sii-chow Fu in Szech’wan, it is requested 
that the vacancy caused by his promotion 
may be filled by the supernumerary clerk 
Li Sze-pin, a titular expectant chu-she 
(Secretary) to the Board of Punishments. 
Rescript : It is noted. 

(2) A Decree conferring donations of 
silks and satins on fourteen of the officials 
employed at the Hunting Park. LE 

(3) Ying-kwei and his colleagues of the 
gendarmerie memorialize forwarding the 
appeal presented by Sung Pao-shan, a 
native of the Yih district in Shantung, to 
the following effect:—Appellant’s father 
was engaged in March, 1870, as private 
tutor in the house of a certain Hwang 
Tun-li, where he was subjected to con- 
tumely on the part of a man-servant named 
Jén Tsung-fu and others. In consequence 
of the insults offered him he wished to 
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leave the house, but he was persuaded by 
Hwang Tun-li to remain, On the follow- 
ing day, he was murdered in Jéu Tsung-fu’s 
room, upon which the master of the house 
sent a man named Lin Ta with a message 
to appellant, to the effect that the deceased 
had committed suicide by hanging himself. 
When appeilant went with his mother and 
granduncle to see the remains, they found 
the body hacked and mangled on the chest 
and abdomen, and actually disembowelled. 
The district magistrate held an inquest, 
on complaint being lodged, and appre- 
hended Jén Tsung-fu and the others impli- 
cated ; but they succeeded in hushing up 
the case by bribing the local headborough 
and the examiner of corpses, and on bring- 
ing the case into Court the magistrate, 
heedless of protests to the contrary, brought 
in a findmg of ‘death by self-inflicted 
wounds.” Complaint was lodged hereupon 
with the Prefect, who referred the case to 
the Magistrate for reinvestigation ; but as 
Hwang Tun-li and his accomplices had 
already arranged their machinations, no 
reversal could be allowed to take place. 
The granduncle was thrown into the lock- 
up and a payment was extorted from him, 
and the only result of appeals to the 
Governor has been to cause appellant to 
be flogged, the accused parties, on the 
contrary, being set at liberty. He is 
therefore driven to lodge his complaint at 
Peking.—Referred in the usual manner. 

(4) The Governor of Hunan memo- 
rializes reporting the suicide of a District 
Magistrate, while attached. to the Sale of 
Titles’ Office, in consequence of mental 
affliction due to the threatened loss of his 
eyesight, 

(5) The Superintendent of the Manv- 
facturing Department at Hang-chow 
memorializes acknowledging the receipt of 
orders from the Board of Works, calling 
for the speedy transmission of sundry rolls 
of silk for Letters Patent, and other silken 
fabrics for uniforms of imperial chair- 
bearers, etc., which are required to be 
delivered for immediate use at Peking 
before the middle of September. In reply 
he has to state that, although he has made 
every preparation in the way of obtaininy 
estimates, etc., for the supply of the 
fabrics required from him, the embarrassed 
condition of the provincial treasury has 
precluded the issue of funds required for 
this purpose. All he has been enabled te 
provide has been ‘1,200 pieces of silk for 
Letters Patent, in addition to which. 
already forwarded, he has put in hand 
2,800 more pieces of the same kind, 30: 
suits of chair-bearers’ uniforms, and 3v 
pieces of green crape, on receipt of the 
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necessary funds. The materials for which 
he has orders in hand, but which he is not 
prepared to deliver, are as follows (arranged 
in tabulated form by translator) :— 
To Cost—Tls. 
Rolls for Letters Patent, 20,000 47,000 odd. 
Imperial chair bearers’ uni- 
forms, 715 suits 
Uniforms for eunuchs attending 
on chairs of Imperial concu- 
bines, 400 suits, green silk, 
40 pieces ...... cee vececesceeeeees 
Uniforms for Imperial lacqueys 
631 suits, green silk, 64 pcs. 
Gauzes, etc., of various colours, 
20 pieces ..scssseeee seveccecceces 700 ,, 
Velvets required by Board of 
Revenue, 10,000 catties...... 160,700 ,, 
Satins ordered by Household 
for his Majesty’s own wear, 
B16 pieces ..csceeeeceessesscoeees 
Satins for Mongolian Princes 
and nobles at Hami—allot- 
ment from Hangchow, 77 pes. 1,200 ,, 


5,600 ,, 


eee eesccccccece 


3,200 ,, 
5,160 ,, 


8,900 ,, 


Total Taels ...232,460 odd. 


No funds for any of the above requirements 
have been provided, and the Superin- 
tendent can only do his best, under the 
circumstances, in consultation with the 
Provincial high authorities, to manufacture 
and supply the most important items as 
may be found possible. 

Oct, 13th-14th.—(1) A Decree in reply 
to a memorial by the Imperial Commis- 
sioner King-lien (commander-in-chief of 
the army of Turkestan), who has denounced 
a tso-ling for remissness. The offending 
functionary is stripped of his rank, and 
left with the army, to redeem his fault by 
further services. 

(2 and 3) Deorees conferring a series of 
rewards on military officers for their 
services at the Hunting Park, and money 
donations to soldiers of the guards and 
musketeer brigade. Two degrees of 
honorary rank are also conferred on the 
Prince of Ch’un, Wén-siang, Ts’ung-lun 
and other high officers, as titular directors 
of the musketeer brigade. 

(4) A Decree expressing the Imperial 
sorrow on learning the news of the decease 
of Ch’éng-ki, the Resident in Tibet. In 
addition to the regulation sum of Taels 300 
payable on behalf of his funeral rites from 
the treasury at Lassa, a further payment 
of Taels 300 is ordered to be made from 
the same quarter, and permission is given 
for the performance of the obsequies at 
Peking. Sung-kwei is nominated a brevet 
Fu Tu-twng, and appointed to the vacant 
post of Resident. 
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(5) A Decree in reply to an appeal case 
from Yiinnan, The Governor-General and 
Governor are directed in the usual 
terms to have the parties to the case and 
the records of previous proceedings 
brought before them, assisted by the 
Judicial Commissioner, and to enquire into 
the circumstances with minute care. After 
pronouncing a decision they are to report 
to the Throne. The man Hiung Shun, 
who appears as representative of the 
female appellant, T’éng Wang-she, a woman 
of official rank, is to be sent back to 
Yiinvan under guard, as the law provides. 

(6) The acting Governor-General of 
Yiinnan and Kweichow memorializes 
reporting the results of his second scrutiny 
into the qualifications of the civilian 
functionaries of the Province (see Gazette 
of June 21). As has already been reported, 
the civil service of the province was filled 
up, during and after the recent period of 
disorganization, with persons who had 
gained their appointments either by 
purchase or by military service, and 
the degree of education attained by 
many of these is inadequate to the proper 
discharge of their duties as administrative 
and judicial officers, with moreover the 
position of the district examiners to fill. 
Although practical ability and natural 
capacity are not solely to be looked for 
among the lettered class, yet, for success 
in the conduct of government, the 
memorialist states, there is no standard 
apart from the canon of literature. In the 
examinations which have been instituted 
for the purpose of weeding the civil 
service of the province, 21 Department, 
District, and assistant Magistrates have 
been ranked in the second order of merit, 
21 in the 3rd order, and 3 as unclassed. 
A number of minor functionaries have 
been similarly examined and classed, and 
those who have failed to reach a place in 
the third order are required to resign their 
positions and devote themselves to study. 
A number of those who are rejected appear 
to have been unable to write out the 
official statement of service which every 
functionary is required to produce. 

(7) In a postscript memorial, the 
same official reports that on the 25th 
April last a brevet General named 
Liu Ch’ung-k’ing had_ murdered his 
wife at his residence in Yiinnan Fu, and 
that on an inquest being held on the 
remains of the deceased, she was reported 
as aged 25, and was found to have been 
pregnant at the time of the murder. 
Wounds had been inflicted on the forehead . 
and the throat, and the sword with which 
these had been inflicted was taken into © 
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safe keeping. On Liu Ch’ung-k’ing being 
arraigned on the charge of murder, he 
deposed that his age is 37; that he has 
fought through the rebellion as a leader of 
braves, and that, having lost his first wife, 
he married deceased in 1867. The usual 
agency of a marriage-broker was employed, 
aud deceased, the daughter of one Chang 
Shén-yen, was represented to him as an 
unmarried girl, whereas, in fact, she had 
been already married. Her conduct, after 
becoming his wife, was extremely un- 
becoming, and, taking advantage of his 
absence from home on the 23rd April, she 
went to a place distant 20 li from the city, 
where she spent two nights in amusement, 
and, as he was informed, had joined a 
party of gamblers. He sent for her 
repeatedly before she at length returned 
home, and, inflamed with indignation at her 
conduct, and the reflection that during his 
absence from home for six years previously 
she had probably been guilty of the most 
disgraceful conduct, he drew his sword as 
she alighted from her chair, and killed her. 
According to law, the penalty he has in- 
curred for the murder of his wife is death 
by strangling, and the confirmation -of a 
sentence to this effect is applied for.— 
Rescript referring the case to the Board of 
Punishments. 

Oct. 15th.—(1) A Decree. The horse 
presented to Us by Yung-ts’iian, We have 
ridden and found suitable. Let the name 
of Iron Dragon Colt be conferred upon it ; 
and let by special grace dination be made 
to Yung-ts’tian of two rolls of red silk, one 
dagger, one large and two small purses. 

(2) The Censor Liang-king-sien memo- 
rializes requesting that measures similar to 
those instituted in Yiinnan for weeding 
the civil service of ignorant and incom- 
petent persons, who have gained access to 
official positions by purchase or military 
service, be carried into effect in all the 
provinces of the empire. He states that 
for a number of years past the character 
of the public service has become more and 
more lowered, and that there are numer- 
ous cases of totally illiterate persons in 
positions of administrative trust.—A Re- 
acript has already appeared referring the 
proposal to the Board of Civil Office. 

(3) Tso Taung-t’ang, Governor-General 
of Shensi and Kansuh, reports the arrival of 
the Lamaist hierarch, the Chiptsundampa 
Hut’ukht’u, at Sining, on his way from 
Tibet to his future residence at Urga. 
After reposing for a time at Sining he will 
continue his journey, under the escort of 
Mongolian troops provided for the purpose. 

Oct. 16th. (1) A Decree in reply toa 
memorial by the Censor Hia Hien-k’ing, 
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who has represented the alarming pre- 
valence of robbery and thieving in and 
about Peking, which the police authorities 
shew themselves inert in attempting to 
check. Injunctions are laid upon the 
gendarmerie and civilian departments for 
the display of greater efficiency, under 
penalty of severe punishment in case of 
further neglect. 

(2) The joint Governors of Shun-t’ien 
Fu memorialize with reference to the 
opening of the relief stations supported by 
Imperial bounty for the benefit of the 
destitute poor of the capital during the 
winter months. According to rule, the 
charitable asylum called the P’u-tsi T'ang 
should be opened on the 15th of the 10th 
moon, and be closed about the 5th April 
in the following year. The amount of 300 
piculs of millet is the quantity allotted to 
this establishment, out of which one-third 
is assigned to another asylum called the 
Kung-teh Lin. Owing to the great increase 
of distress in 1866, an additional annual 
allowance of 500 piculs of millet was 
granted. The joint Governors now ask 
that the asylum may be opened a month 
later during the coming season than the 
rules provide, in conformity with the plan 
already adopted in previeus years.— 
Already assented to by Rescript. 


(3) Li Hung-chang, Governor-General 
of Chihli, : memorializes forwarding the 
report of Li Ch’ao-i, the Taotai in charge 
of the Yung-ting Ho (Hwén Ho), who 
announces the safety of both banks of the 
river, owing to the measures taken to pre- 
serve them wherever threatened by breach, 
during the autumnal freshet period. The 
Governor-General observes that the em- 
bankments of the Yung-ting Ho, consisting 
of mere sand, have been neglected for years, 
and that breaches have of laterepeatedly oc- 
cured inconsequence. He has provided funds 
for restoring sluice-openings, by means of 
which to divert a portion of the waters in 
seasons Of flood, and has laid stringent 
injunctions upon his subordinates to use 
the most diligent efforts in keeping the 
banks in order. The activity of the Taotai 
and his staff have succeeded, during the 
present year, in guarding against any 
breach in the embankments,—and promo- 
tion and honours are requested on their 
behalf. The depth of water at the Lu 
Kow bridge (near Peking), after the 
autumn freshet, was 6 ch’th 8 ts’un. 

(4) In another memorial, the Governor- 


‘General transmits a further report from 


the Taotai of the Yung-ting Ho, attributing 
to the divine assistance rendered by the 


God of Rivers and the Warrior (4 ff) 
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of the River itself, the success that has 
attended the efforts made this year to 
guard ayainst floods. Temples exist near 
the River where these divinities are wor- 
shipped, and in A.D. 1751 the title 

Hie Tranquil Flow, was impoerial- 
ly conferred upon the God of 


Rivers, in addition to that of Haji, 
Loving-kindness and Beneficence, which 
had previously been attached to the 
temple. The Warrior of the River has 
not, however, as yet, been honoured with 
any Imperial title, and it is now solicited 
on behalf of this divine protector. 
Rescript: Let the Board of Ceremonies 
consider and report hereupon. 

Oct. 17th.—(1) A Decree. The Grand 
Secretary, Governor-General of the Two 
Kwang provinces, Jui-lin, whose character 
was one of tried excellence, devotion to 
duty, experience, wisdom, activity, and 
ability, was repeatedly singled out for 
advancement by Our predecessors on the 
Throne. After having been promoted to 
subordinate -ministerial posts he was 
admitted a member of the Grand Council 
of State, and in the third year of Hien 
Féng (1853) he was invested with a special 
mission to proceed to Tientsin and other 
parts of Chihli, in command of forces 
employed against the insurgents, in which 
capacity he was able to report the ample 
discharge of hisduty. After ascending the 
Throne, We appointed him Commander-in- 
Chief of the Manchu forces at Canton, 
from which post he was transferred to the 
Governor-Generalship. During the teu 
years that he has resided in Kwangtung, his 
conduct of affairs has been in all respects 
satisfactory, whether in the training of 
troops, the instruction of officials, the 
tranquillization of the border regions, or 
the administration of the provincial affairs. 
When the time arrived for presenting 
himself before Us for audience, he was 
continued in his post of Governor-General, 
and, in regulating the affairs incumbent 
upon him, whether at the capital or in the 
provinces, he spared no effort toward the 
thorough discharge of his functions. Having 
lately been attacked by illness, We granted 
him leave of retirement from his duty for 
the benefit of his health, and it was Our 
hope that he would by degrees become 
restored, and long continue in the enjoy- 
ment of Our favour and cherishing regard. 
The intelligence of his decease, which has 
now reached Us, has filled Us with the most 
profound sorrow. We ordain that the 
title of Grand Guardian of the Heir Ap- 
parent be posthumously conferred upon 
him, that allowance be made for his 
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obsequies in the manner due to a Grand 
Secretary, and that his name be enrolled 
for sacrificial worship in the Temple of the 
Wise and Good. Let all penalties recorded 
against him during lifetime be remitted 
without exception, and let the proper 
department examine and report to Us 


‘concerning the donations which should be 


issued in conformity with existing rule. 
We sanction the return of his remains to 
Peking for the conduct of the funeral rites, 
and we ordain that, whilst the coffin is in 
process of transportation to the head- 
quarters of his Banner, the authorities 
along the route shall do all that is needful 
to facilitate its progress. With regard. to 
his sons, We ordain that the expectant 
Prefect Hwei-t’a-pu shall, on the expiry 
of his period of mourning, await appoint- 
ment to a minor ministerial office in the 
4th rank ;—that there be conferred on the 
expectant Secretary Fuh-ni-yin-pu a secre- 
taryship of the yian-wai-lang degree ; and 
that, on the expiry of the hundred days’ 
deep mourning, Hwa-sha-pu and Ha-fén- 
pu be brought by the authorities of their 
Banner for presentation before Us. In 
this wise Our desire to bear in earnest 
remembrance a veteran servant of the 
Throne may be made manifest. 

(2) A Decree, appointing the Governor 
of Ngan-hwei, Ying-han, to be Governor- 
General of the Two Kwang; the Governor 
of Hupeh, Wu Yiian-ping, to be Governor 
of Ngan-hwei, to which post he is to 
proceed at once, without being obliged to 
come to Peking for audience; and Ung 
‘l’ung-tsio to be Governor of Hupeh. The 
Governor of Kwangtung is to act tempo- 
rarily as Governor-General at Canton. On 
the arrival of Wu Yiian-ping to relieve 
him, Ying-han is to come to Peking for 
audience. 

(3) A Decree referring to a memorial 
by Mao Ch’ang-hi and his colleagues (of 
the Board of Civil Office), to the effect 
that the decisions arrived at by the Board 
of Punishments concerning a prisoner 
sentenced to death at a state trial, and 
other cases, are in all respects correct— 
also to a memorial by Ying-kwei and his 
colleagues (of the Board of Civil Office), 
to the effect that the revised sentence upon 
Ch’éng-luh (the Manchu General sentenced 
to death last winter) is not in harmony 
with the decision pronounced by the Min- 
isters of the Grand Council in concert 
with the Board of Punishments, A report 
in reply is called for from the Board of 
Punishments. 

(4) The Vice-Presidents of the Granaries 
memorialize urging that larger quantities 
of grain be henceforward remitted from 
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tho provinces for the supply of Peking. 
They state that owing to the disorders 
caused by the rebellion, the supply of 
grain has been so deficient for the last 
20 years as to reduce the issue of the 
grain-allowance to officials to one-half of 
the proper amount, whilst to the soldiery 
no more than 1/dth of the regulation issue 
can be made. From the three provinces, 
Kiangsu, Ngan-hwei, and Chekiang, from 
which tribute in kind is forwarded, not 
more than about 1,000,000 piculs of rice 
can be obtained annually, to which have 
to be added some 200,000 piculs of millet 
from Shantung. They now urge that the 
provinces bordering on the Yangtsze be 
required to contribute annually some three 
or four million piculs of grain by way of 
revenue in kind, in order to meet the 
requirements of the capital. Arrangements 
might be made either for inland trans- 
portation or for shipment by the C. M. 8. 
N. Co.’s steamers. 

(5) An appeal case from Hupeh. The 
murder of a man named Liu Yii-kwei is 
complained of. 

_ (6) The Governor of Hunan reports that 


Tséng Ki-tseh, 1] Kt Be, the eldest son 


of the late Tséug Kwoh-fan, at present 
aged 36, having completed his 27 months’ 
period of mourning, is about to proceed to 
Peking to take up the hereditary second 
degree of nobility which descends to him 
from his father. 

Oct. 18th.—The Governor-General of 
the Two Hu memorializes reporting the 
result of a final investigation into the cnse 
of a military subaltern named Hwang Yi- 
shu, the bearer of a hereditary title of 
nobility, who had been preliminarily 
degraded, pending enquiry. Being in 
charge of a military post at a district city 
in Hupeh at the close of last year, he 
received a report from two of the soldiers 
under his command to the effect thata 
certain householder named Li Ch’un-wang 
was carrying on illicit distillation. The 
fact was that this man was distilling some 
spirits from a few measures of grain for his 
own use at the approaching New Year. He 
had the man arrested, and, refusing 
credence to his explanation, he ordered 
him to be punished with 40 blows, after 
which he let him go. On the trial that 
has now been held, this illegal action has 
been substantiated. by proof, and it is 
decided that the offender be cashiered and 
stripped of his hereditary title. 

(2) The Governor-General of the Two 
Hu memorializes soliciting a mark of 
Imperial approbation in the usual form on 
behalf of a sister of Wang Wén-shao, the 
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present Governor of Hunan. This lady 
was married in 1863, at the age of 27, 
as second wife to a Chekiang Ki-jén 
named Wu Si-hiung, who, unhappily, was 
carried off by illness when barely three 
months wedded. Since that period his 
widow has lived an exemplary life in the 
household of her brother, constantly be- 
mourning her bereavement, and the absence 
of an heir to keep up her late husband’s 
ancestral line. She was lately on the 
point of adopting a child of her brother- 
in-law, when, before the infant could be 
brought to her from his parents’ residence 
in Hupeh, she fell ill, in December last, 
and died. Her virtuous constancy is 
highly lauded, and commended to his Ma- 
jesty’s gracious consideration.—Rescript 
acceding to the request. 

(3) The Governor-General of the Two 
Kiang reports the apprehension of four 
members of a confederacy of gamblers, 
who had been reported as carrying on 
their trade along the banks of the Yang- 
tsze between Hankow and Ngan-k’ing, 
and as having committed a number of 
murders. One of the prisoners had oon- 
fessed to participation in the murder of 
five persons, in the course of a piratical 
attack upon a travelling buat, and to two 
murders committed on the persons of in- 
dividuals decoyed into gambling. A second 
prisoner, Li, the dwarf, confessed to 
having been the master spirit on board 
the boat where gambling was carried on, 
and to having instigated two murders. 
The two others made confession of 
acoessory acts of the same nature. All 
four have been summarily executed, and 
the heads of the two principal offenders 
exposed as a warning. 


(4) In a postscript memorial the Gover- 
nor-General, Li Tsung-hi, represents the 
expediency of postponing the triennial 
military inspection which he has been 
commanded to undertake, on the ground 
that it is not expedient for him at present 
to proceed to a distance from Nanking. 
He will undertake the duty so soun as 
circumstances admit. 


Oct. 19th.—({L) A Decree, ordering that 
Liu Ch’ang-yeo, Governor of Kwanysi, 
be mulcted in a year’s salary, on the report 
of the Board of Civil Office, respecting his 
shortcoming in the dilatory transmission 
of an address of congratulation. 

(2) Ngéh-léh-ho-pu, the military Gover- 
nor of Uliasutai, referring to his previous 
applications for sick-leave, reports his 
health as now to some extent restored, 
and states that although still weak and 
needing care and repose, he is prepared to 
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devote himself to his duty. He intends 
setting out from Kalgan on the 18th inst., 
to proceed to his post. 

(3) The Comptrollers of the Household 
memorialize stating that the annual period 
of office is about to expire in the Superin- 
tendency of Manufactures at Hangchow, 
which has been filled since 1871 by Wén- 
che, and the Imperial pleasure is asked 
regarding the appointment.—For rescript 
see Gazette of 5th inat. 

(4) The Board of Reverlue memorialize 
in obedience to Imperial commands with 
reference to the statement laid before the 
throne by the Censor Yiian Ch’éng-yeh 
(see Guzettes of Aug. 30th and Sept. 7th). 
After quoting largely from the Decree and 
Menoorial, the Board proceed to observe 
that the revenue from likin in no wise 
forms part of the regular financial system, 
but has been introduced as a necessary 
adjunct at a period of drain on the 
exchequer. Whilst its abolition cannot be 
precipitately undertaken, measures for its 
due regulation are at the same time 
indispensable, So far back as 1869 the 
Board memorialized, stating that in Ngan- 
hwei and six other provinces the li-kin 
offices were tov thickly planted, and 
the respective governments were ordered 
todo away ,with sume of their number. 
In August last year, moreover, the Board 
requested, when commenting on a memo- 
rial on finance presented by Siti ‘T’ung, that 
orders be issued to the provincial govern- 
ments to administer the li-kin revenue 
economically, and to take severe measures 
for the punishment of any ofticials or under- 
lings guilty of malpractices in the collec- 
torate. It is admitted that matters must be 
on a very scandalous footing if the Censor’s 
late allegations be true, and it is requested 
that renewed commands be issued to the 
provincial Governments for a reduction in 
the number of barrier-stations. As regards 
the question of poppy cultivation, this is 
totally opposed to the law, and the Board 
solicited in 1868 Imperial disapproval of 
the action proposed by the Governor of 
Shansi, in respect of levying a tax by 
way of fine on all lands found actually 
employed in producing poppies. This, it 
was held, would be tantamount to en- 
couraging the growth. The Board, in 
concert with the Board of Punishments, 
drew up thereupon a penal clause, directed 
to the prohibition of the poppy cultivation, 
which has been issued to all the provincial 
Governments after receiving Imperial 
sanction. It is now proposed that fresh 
orders be sent to the Governor of Shansi, 
to repress the abuses complained of by the 

ensor; and that general orders to the 
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same effect be sent to all the remaining 
provincial Governments. 


Oct 20th.—(1) A Decree. Let Wu 
Yiian-ping La Tw) 


pi) be transferred (see 
Gazette of 17th) to the pust of Governor of 
Kiangsu, and proceed forthwith to his 
post, without being required to come to 


Peking for an audience. Let Yi-luh 
$8 jie be made Governor of Nganhwei, 


Shao Hien be made Financial Com- 
missioner of Ngan-hwei, and Hing-kw’ei 
Judicial Commissioner of Honan. Until 
Wu Yiian-ping’s arrival, let the Governor- 
General Li Tsung-hi act likewise as Gover- 
nor of Kiangau. 

(2) A Decree. The 10th day of the 10th 
moon of this year (November 18th) being 
the fortieth birthday of her Majesty ‘I's’ze 
Hi Twan Yeo K’ang I (the Empress- 
mother), the Board of Ceremonies have 
requested that a ceremonial be held and a 
banquet be given in accordance with 
established rule. To this her Majesty has 
replied in a benign mandate as fullows: 
‘* Let the ceremonial be held on the day 
in question in the Ts’ze Ning Pavilion. 
After its conclusion, there will of course be 
a banquet in the private apartments. 
The proposal that a banquet be held in 
accordance with precedent need not be 
carried into effect. Let the Imperial 
princesses, consort princesses, and official 
ladies beyond the precincts of the Palace 
be permitted to enter the Palace to offer 
homage. For the rest, beit as is proposed.” 


This being reverently received (GRILL), let 


it be promulgated to all the departments 
concerned, to jbe by them respectfully 
obeyed. 

(3) The Governor-General of Chihli ap- 
plies for rewards on behalf of the officers 
through whose exertions a piratical junk 
has been captured by asteam gunboat of 
the Chinese navy. The Taotai at Chefoo 
has reported as follows: On the 6th 
Nov., 1873, complaint was lodged by a 
merchant belonging to Kai Chow, in Man- 
churia, to the effect that a junk chartered 
by his firm had been captured and carried 
off with her whole cargo some ten days 
previously, while lying windbound at the 
island of Sien-yiin, near Kai Chow, by a 
piratical junk. The Taotai, hereupon, 
without hesitating on the ground that the 
crime had been committed in another 
jurisdiction, felt it his duty to take 
stringent measures toward the apprehension 
of the offenders, and he communicated at 
once with Wu She-chung, the officer in 
command of the Foochow arsenal gunboat 
Fei-yiin, detailed for service at Chefoo. 
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He also sent a party of forcign-armed 
soldiers on board the gunboat. ‘The pirate 
having been overhauled at Ju-shan K’ow, 
in the Hai-yang District, Wu She-chung, 
followed by his first and second ofticers, 
captured her, with seventeen of her crew. 
One of his men, in jumping on board, 
missed his footing and was drowned. 
Four of the ringleaders have been 
summarily beheaded, and the remainder 
sentenced according to law. The junk 
and cargo have been given back to 
theowners. Upon this report the Governor- 
General, referring to a late case in which 
honours were awarded to the commander 
of the Mei-yun steam guuboat, a vessel 
built by the Chinese Government itself, 
(see Gazette of July 3rd), requests that 
Major Wu She-chung be breveted to the 
rank of lieutenant-colonel, and his first and 
sécond officers be breveted respectively as 
a captain and a lieutenant. Also that 
sergeants’ grades be conferred on five of 
the most meritorious of the crew, and a 
money gratuity be paid on behalf of the 
seaman who wags drowned.  Rescript 
acceding to the requests. 

(4) In a_ postscript Memorial the 
Governor-General requests sanction to the 
appointment of an officer named Chang 


Shu-téh Ps WE qi as captain command- 


ing the cantonment of Koh-ku, a position 
important from its command of the rear of 
the Taku forts The appointment is in some 
respects contrary to re:ulation, but as the 
officer in question is eminently qualified 
for the post, being an adept in European 
gunnery and words of command, beside 
having shewn great efficiency in the dis- 
charge of military duty at the port, it is 
requested that his appointment to the 
command in question may be allowed. 
He is at present serving with the howitzer 
train of the Governor-General’s body- 
guard.—Rescript: Let the Board of War 
consider and report. 

Oct. 21st. —The Civil Governors of Shéng- 
king (Manchuria) memorialize forwarding 
their report upen the arrears of judicial 
cases in the Magistracies under their 
jurisdiction, respecting which the Censor 
Téng K’ing-lin complained at the close of 
last year, From enquiries made by dele- 
gutes sent for the purpose to the different 
districts now in question, it appears that 
._ the judicial cases in suspense vary froma 
minimum of fifty or sixty, some being of 
recent and others of long-standing origin. 
‘The cause assigned for the protracted de- 
lays on the part of the courts of first 
instance in pronouncing their judyments, 
is the apprehension of erring on the side 
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either of leniency or of severity on the part 
of the Magistrates, where evidence is of 
a conflicting nature. Thus, in the case of 


_charges of homicide, the accused, who has 


taken a life, in dread of the penalty of the 
law will invariably seek to put the best 
face possible on the circumstances; whilst 
the relatives of the deceased, in their 
desire to gain redress, will with equal 
certainty falsify their statements to enhance 
the gravity of the charge. The truth 
cannot possibly be arrived at without 
adequate witnesses; but persons dwelling 
in the immediate vicinity of the scene of 
the crime complained of, and actual eye- 
witnesses thereof, either hesitate to give 
straightforward evidence, lest they incur 
enmity by doing so, or fearful of being 
involved in trouble themselves, they take 
refuge in flight. The decision of such 
charges is consequently impeded through 
the difficulty of arriving at the facts of the 
case. A similar difficulty makes itself felt 
in connection with charges of robbery with 
violence, owing to the difficulty of obtain- 
ing confession or the evidence of witnesses. 
No remedy to the existing etate of affairs 
can be suggested, as the idea of circuits of 
judicial delegates is shewn to be impracti- 
cable; and the only thing to be done is to 
issue renewed injunctions to the Magistrates 
to deal as speedily as possible with the 
arrears in question. 

Oct. 22nd.—(1) The Governor-General 
of Szech’wan, Wu T’ang, memorializes re- 
questing sanction to two months’ congé on 
the ground of illness. In addition to 
chronic complaints, new ailments in the 
shape of fits of giddiness and weakness of 
the lower limbs have declared themselves 
with him. For years past he has been 
troubled with periodical eruptions of boils, 
an outbreak of which afflicted him most 
grievously during the first half of the pre- 
sent year, to such an extent that his whole 
body was covered with them, and he 
scratched himself day and night, becoming 
more and more debilitated daily. Since 
the commencement of summer, whilst this 
ailment has passed away to some extent, 
his digestion has gone wrong, accompanied 
by loss of appetite. A disordered state of 
the liver has lately supervened, and at the 
slightest mental strain he has been over- 
come with giddiness, his legs at the same 
time becoming so feeble that whenever he 
is required to kneel in the performance of 
a ceremonial act he is obliged to have re- 
course to support in order to rise. He 
accordingly asks Imperial sanction to two 
months of retirement, during which he 
will continue to carry on his business as 
usual, without deputing the provincial 
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Commissioner of Finance to conduct 
correspondence on his behalf.—Rescript 
granting the request. 

(2) The officiating Governor of Shantung 
memorializes denouncing the officials re- 
sponsible for the escape of a prisoner from 
the jail of the Kwan-ch’éng District in 
Shantung. The acting Magistrate has 
reported that he was deputed on the 28th 
July by his superior, the Prefect of Ts’xo- 
chow Fu, to proceed to the Ch’ao-chéng 
District to take part in certain judicial 
proceedings, and on the 29th he received 
a report from the sub-deputy Magistrate 
in charge of the jail, to the effect that at 
3 a.m. of that day, during a storm of wind 
and rain, the jailers and others being fast 
asleep under shelter within doors, a 
prisoner named Li Yung had broken his 
fetters, wrenched off the lock of his 
cage, forced open a door, and escaped 
over the wall. On his flight being dis- 
covered, the jailers had followed in pur- 
suit, but without success, The priso.er 
in question was under remand from 
last year to the present, under sentence of 
death by strangulation, for the homicide 
of a person named Chang Fu-t’ung, in 
revenge for the death of prisoner’s father, 
in which he had borne a share. ‘The 
Magistrate is adjudged guilty of careless- 
ness, both before and after the escape, 
although he states that he was absent at 
the time on duty, and the keeper of the 
jail with his subordinates is exposed to 
suspicion of guilty connivance at the act. 
1t is requested that sanction be given to 
his being stripped of his office and brought 
to trial, the Magistrate being held answer- 
able meanwhile in the usual manner for 
the recapture of the prisoner. 

Oct. 23rd.—(1) The Governor-General 
of Chihli reports the result of a rehearing 
in an appeal case, referred back from 
Peking, on the complaint lodged by Wang 
Wang-she, a woman of the Ho-kien 
District, who charged one Wang-kwang 
with the murder of her father and mother, 
certain others of the family with screen- 
ing him from justice with knowledge of 
the facts, and clerks and police of the 
Magistracy with corrupt connivance at 
the murderer’s escape. The facts of the 
case, on a trial which has been held by the 
Prefect of Ho-kien Fu, subsequently 
revised by the J udicial Commissioner, and— 
in the Governor-General’s absence at Tien- 
tain—by the Financial Commissioner of the 
province, are as follows :—Complainant is 
the married daughter of the deceased, 
Wang Wén-pin, and his wife, Wang Ma- 
she, who were aged persons without male 
issue. Their nephew, Wang Ngén, being 
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a worthless character, they determined 


_in 1870, with the assent of Wang Wén- 


pin’s brother, Wang Kwei-pin, and the head 
of the clan, to adopt a half-nephew, named 
Wang-kwang, astheirson. He entered the 
family accordingly, and behaved, it is 
admitted, in a very proper manner. 
Wang Wén-pin was owner of some ten or 
fifteen mow of land, but owing to deficient 
harvests was in very straightened circum- 
stances, and in December, 1871, his adopt- 
ed son asked and obtained his leave 
to go off to Manchuria in search of a 
livelihood. Some money for his expenses 
was promised him, but whether he actually 
set off on the journey the kinsfulk and 
neighbours are unable to say. At mid- 
night on the 17th December, the wife of 
Wang Kwei-pin and others heard an 
outcry in Wang Wén-pin’s house, but as 
he was in the habit of quarrelling with his 
wife no notice was taken of this. On the 
following morning it was observed that 
their house remained closed, and on the 
sister-in-law going to knock at the dour, no 
answer was returned. Forcing the. door 
open, and peeping through a crack in the 
inner door, she saw the body of Wang Ma- 
she stretched on the floor, covered with 
blood. ‘Ihe local tythingman and others 
were called, and on entering the house the 
dead body of the husband was likewise 
found in an inner room. Both the bodies 
were stark naked, and both had evidently 
been murdered. On complainant being 
called, she found that clothing and other 
effects were missing. Her suspicion fell 
on Wang-kwang, owing to his sudden 
departure from home, and she further 
suspected the tythingman and neighbours 
of hushing up his connection with the 
affair. As he was not apprehended, after 
petitioning the Prefect, she came to 
Peking. By omitting to lodge her 
appeals with the superior provincial 
tribunals before resorting to the capital, 
she has by law incurred the penalty of 
fifty stripes, and sentence to this effect 
is passed upon her, with liberty to redeem 
the corporal punishment by a fine. The 
allegations brought in her appeal are 
declared unfounded. Search is to be con- 
tinued for the actual murderer, and for the 
missing man, Wang-kwang. 

(2) In a postscript memorial the Gover- 
nor-General transmits the report made by 
the Customs’ Taotai of Tientsin, respecting 
the remission of duties, according to regu- 
lation, on the merchandize imported at 
Tientsin by the grain junks from the South. 
Each junk is adlowed to import one-fifth 
of her carrying capacity in merchandize 
free of import duty ; and the amount of 
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duties remitted on junks arriving up to 
the end of the transport season, in June- 
July last, was Taels 29,679.1.2. 

Oct. 24th.—(1)—The Court of Censorate 
memorialize forwarding the appeal of 
T’éng Wang-she, widow of an official, 
which has been lodged on her behalf by 
her messenger Hiung Shun. Appellant, 
who is aged 41, a native of Szech’wan, 
complains to the effect that her husband, 
now deceased, took up in 1869 his appoint- 
ment as Assistant Department Magistrate 
of Luh-liang Chow, in Yiinnan. His 
superior officer, Ma ‘T'sung-chow by name, 
was aman of harsh and grasping character. 
On his endeavouring to impose an increase 
in the amount of taxation, the notables 
and people of the department set up an 
inscribed slab, which appellant’s husband 
was ordered to destroy, but he did not 
venture to obey this order. This led to 
ill-feeling on the Magistrate’s part. Some- 
what later, a criminal under sentence of 
transportation from: Honan arrived at the 
department as his allotted station, where- 
upon the Magistrate ordered him to receive 
two thousand blows with the heavy bamboo, 
and to be confined in a wooden eage, there 
to be kept standing upright until he should 
die. This order also appellant’s husband 
did not venture to carry into effect, and 
the Magistrate’s anzer against himincreased 
in consequence. Last year, two of the 
education officers came to warn him that 
the Magistrate was about to send up an 
impeachment against him, and he fell into 
low spirits, frequently declaring that hie 
superior was determined to have his life. 
Finally, after endeavouring, but in vain, 
to see the Prefect, in order to lay his case 
before him, he revealed the whole history 
of his wrongs to the Magistrate of Nan- 
ning, and the same night he took poison 
and died. Report was made, an inquest 
held, and an enquiry instituted by the 
. order of-the Judicial Commissioner, who 
directed the Prefect of Yiin-nan Fu and a 
delegate named Li to take the depositions. 
These officers, however, without enquiring 
in the least into the circumstances set forth 
in the petition before them, ordcred ap- 
pellant and her witnesses not to allege 
complaints as set forth iv the petition, to 
the end that the case might more easily be 
settled. On another Prefect being subse- 
quently appointed to hold the enquiry, the 
facts of the case were for the first time 
elicited, and Ma Tsung-chow (the in- 
criminated Magistrate) bowed his head 
down withont a word to say,— when, of a 
sudden, the Judicial Commissioner, Ch’éng, 
entered the Court, and ordered appellant 
and her witnesses to be removed, stating 
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that the enquiry would be resumed ona 
future day. From that moment the case 
has been put on one side. Appellant has 
petitioned both the Governor and the 
Governor-General, who have each issued 


instructions thereupon to the Judicial 


Commissioner to bring the case before him, 
but he has done nothing of the kind. A 
nephew of appellant’s, while selling books 
in the streets, was suddenly arrested by 
police of the Kw’én-ming Magistrate, and 
dragged off to the Yamén, where 400 heavy 
blows were inflicted upon him, the 
Magistrate exclaiming in arage: ‘‘I am 
not 80 easily to be complained as Ma 
Tsuny-chow ;” and the victim was then 
placed in a cangue weighing 100 catties. 
Appellant went to lodge a complaint wi-h 
the Judicial Commissioner, who refused to 
receive it, and sent for the Kw’én-ming 
Magistrate, who after his interview, sent 
police tu seize appellant and her domestic 
servant, Hiung Shun. They were dragged 
off by ruffianly police, who kicked and beat 
them on the way, and were consigned to 
jail; but thanks to the kindness of the 
Prefect, to whom appeal was made in 
person on the following day, they were 
released. Appellant states that she has 
lodged petitions regarding her case four 
times with the Judicial Commissioner, 
once with the Literary Chancellor, six 
times with the Governer, and three times 
with the Governor-General, none of whom 
have caused the case to be brought before 
them personally.—(For Rescript referring 
the case in the usual manner, see Gazette 
of 13th inst.) 

(2)—The Governor of Chekiang reports 
that on the 26th July a dismasted Liu 
chiuan trading junk was brought into the 
port of Ts’iao-t?ow, in the Yii-hwan depart- 
ment, having been found drifting about at 
the mercy of the waves, by some fishing 
junks. The Magistrate, whose report is 
forwarded, states that on proceeding to 
the anchorage he fownd the junk lying 
there, and on imspecting the vessel he 
found the hull to be about 10 chang in 
length, by 2 or 3 chang breadth of beam. 
The masts, rudder, sails, rigging, é&c. 
were all gone, as were also the caryo, 
clothing, eoverings, and money belonging 
to the crew. None of the persons on 
board eould speak Chinese, but one of 
them could write a little, and from him 
the names of the crew were elicited. 
They were ten in all, beside four who had 
been lost overboard ; and they stated that 
they had sailed from Napa, in Liu chiu, on 
the 16th July, on a trading voyage, but, 
having been overtaken by storms on the 
20th and 2st, they lost all their masts 
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and gear, and were obliged to throw every- 
thing overboard to save the vessel. After 
this they drifted at the mercy of the waves 
until fallen in with and rescued by the 
tishermen. The Magistrate has caused the 
junk to be repaired, and supplied with fresh 
masts and other necessary gear; and the 
Governor is about to forward her with her 
crew to Foochow, in order that they may 
thence be sent back to their own country. 

Oct. 26th.—(1)—The Court Circular 
announces that the General-in-chief of 
Yiinnan, Ma Ju-lung, has paid his respects 
on arrival at Peking, and had audience. 
(N.B.—This is the well known Mahom- 
medan General who maintained the de- 
fence of Yiinnan Fu against his former 
brothers-in-arms, the Panthays, and whose 
relations with M.M. Lagrée and Garnier 
are described in the records of the French 
Cambodian Expedition). 

(2)—The Governor of Honan reports the 
trial and sentence proposed in the case of 
aman named Hwang Chéng-tsai, for the 
crime of accidental matricide. The man 
in question lived with his mother and a 
young girl, his affianced wife, who had 
been brought up from childhood at his 
home in that capacity, and who atthe time 
the offence was committed had reached the 
age of 15. On the 29th June last, Hwang 
Chéng-tsai came home from his work the 
worse for liquor, und on counting the 
chickens in the yard noticed that one was 
missing. The girl, on being asked about 
this, replied that one had been carried off 
by a crow (kite?),—upon which, in a fit of 
drunken rage, Hwang Chéng-tsai drew a 
knife from his belt and made a lunge at 
her. The girl took to flight, and as she 
ran into the house, pursued by Hwang 
Chéng-tsai, she was met by his mother at 
the door. In attempting to stab the girl 
as he ran, he plunged the knife into his 
mother’s breast, and she fell dying to the 
ground. On trial being held, the sentence 
passed, in conformity with sundry prece- 
dents, is that the prisoner-do suffer death 
by decapitation, in lieu of the ‘‘slicing to 
death,” which is the penalty for acts of 
intentional parricide. This sentence is 
referred by Rescript for the consideration 
of the Board of Punishments. 

Oct. 26th. —(1.)—The Governor of Honan 
reports the rehearing of an appeal case 
referred back from Peking, with the 
Sentence passed on appellant. A man 
named Fu Wu had complained, stating that 
certain individuals had caused the death of 
his wife by assaulting her and bringing 
about a premature delivery. On investiga- 
tion it is found that appellant had borrowed 
money in 1871 on the mortgage of his 
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dwelling, and having been unable to repay 
his debt, wassued in the Magistrate’s Court, 
when judgment was given ordering a 
foreclosure to be made. Fu Wu, having 
no other place of abode, delayed obedience 
to this order,-and when at length the 
creditor went to demand possession of the 
premises, an altercation arose between his 
wife and the wife of one of the parties con- 
cerned, The same evening she gave birth to 
a child, which died three days afterwards 
from cramps. The charge brought by Fu Wu 
having been proved false and calumnious, 
he is sentenced according to law tu the 
penalty of 100 blows, and to transportation 
for four years. 

(2)—The same official reports the escape 
from his guards of a criminal under 
sentence of strangulation, while under 
convoy from one prison to another. He 
seized an opportunity to break his manacles 
and escape. The District Mayistrate 
responsible is exposed to the usual 
penalties. 

Oct. 27th.—(1)—The Censor Hia Hien- 
k‘ing memorializes representing the alarm- 
ing increase of crime in and around Peking, 
which he ascribes to the inefficiency of the 
police authorities, and to the mutual 
shifting of responsibility between the civil 
and military departments. (A Rescript 
enjoining increased care in this respect 
has already appeared). 

(2)—The Governor-General of the ‘Two 
Kwang reports in a postscript memorial 
the arrest and execution of a noted 
malefacter at Swatow, named Yang Tsin- 
kwang, under charges of piracy and 
kidnapping. The offender in question was 
in past years compradore to a foreign firm, 
and had made himself a terror to the 
country around Swatow through his 
misdeeds and daring. At Swatow itself he 
had set up a hong under the name Sin- 
hing, ard, among other acts, he had ap- 
propriated to himself beachlands belonging 
to Government, for building purposes, 
Persons able to testify against him were 
fearful of coming forward, lest he should 
avenge himself upon them, but on his 
being at length seized by the authorities, 
evidence was forthcoming, and he confessed 
to the crimes alleged against him. He 
acknowledged that about the years 1859- 
1860 he had established a hong at Double 
Island, nominally for trading purposes, 
but in reality as a kidnapping depét, and 
that in 1863 he had removed from thence * 
to Swatow ; and he further admitted that 
in 1859 he had been concerned in a 
piratical seizure of a junk at sea, when two 
lives were taken. His brothers A-mow 
and A-pat had been coiicerned with him 
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from 1859 to 1861 in the kidnapping 
business. On these crimes being brought 
home to the prisoner, he was sentenced to 
summary execution, and on the 12th July 
last he was beheaded, in order that a 
salutary warning might be afforded. 

Oct. 28th.—(1)—A Decree. We have 
received a memorial from the Grand 
Council and the Board of Punishments, 
presenting an appeal offered by the prisoner 
Oh’éng-luh, requesting that a High Com- 
mission be appointed to hold a further 
investigation, In the case of Ch’éng-luh, 
now removed from the office of Com- 
mander-in-chief of Urumtsi, who was 
accused of causing the death of a large 
number of persons under a false charge, 
the Grand Council and the Board of Pun- 
ishments have already held a trial, and sen- 
tenced the accused to summary execution, 
in accordance with analogous precedents, 
As, moreover, it appeared that Ch’éng- 
luh had actually been misled through 
giving ear to the representations of others, 
and his case accordingly differed from that 
of falsely representing well-conducted 
persons in the light of robbers, Our 

_ pleasure was asked as to the expediency of 
commuting this sentence into that of 
execution after imprisonment. Upon this 
the Ministers of the Presence, the Grand 
Secretaries, and the Presidents of the Six 
Boards and the Nine Courts sat in council, 

- and memorialized recommending that the 
sentence as proposed be carried out. Our 
rescript was issued hereupon, commuting 
the sentence to that of execution after 
imprisonment. This was in very fact 
an exercise of clemency beyond the 
limits of the law. Is it possible, 
then, to allow the prisoner in question 
to indulge in further obstinate conten- 
tion at his own pleasure? Let the 
sentence already passed, of execution after 
imprisonment, be carried into effect ; and 
let the appeal and other papers presented 
by Ch’éng-luh remain unnoticed. (N.B. — 
This rescript would have decided the fate 
of the prisoner in this notorious case, as 
regards his execution before the approach 
of winter, were it not that in respect for 
the 40th birthday of the Empress-mother, 
his Majesty signs no death warrants this 
year. A respite of at least a twelvemonth 
consequently ensues), ; 

(2 and 3)—Memorials by the Governor of 
Shantung respecting defalcations in the 
accounts of two District Magistrates, 
deceased. Their assets are to be acized on 
behalf of Government. 


Oct. 29th.—(1)—A Decree. Let Shén 
Tun-lan AB be appointed to the 
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vacancy of Taotai of the Ch’ang-Chén- 
T’ung circuit. (The official thus appointed 
to the Taotaiship at Chinkiang was lately 
promoted from a senior clerkship in the 
Yamén of Foreign Affairs—a post similar 
to that hold by the Burlingame ‘‘co-envoys,” 
Chih-kang and Sun Chia-ku—to a post as 
Censor. He now succeeds to the vacancy 
caused by the death of the late Taotai Li 
Ch’ang-hwa). 

(2)—The President of the Board of Civil 
Office, Mao Ch’ang-hi, and his colleagues, 
memorialize stating that in conformity 
with a recent decree issued on application 
of the Board of Punishments, they have 
proceeded to act as tribunal of revision 
for the sentences in capital cases which 
have come up for final decision, whether 
in the oategory of “immediate” or ‘‘ post- 
poned” execution. The present proceed- 
ing, they recite, is in conformity with a 
Decree issued in the 22nd year of Kia 
K’ing (1817), providing that, whereas as 
regards all sentences passed in the Pro- 
vinces at the ts’iu shén, or “‘ trials for the 
Autumn assize,” the Board of Punishments 
has the duty of revising the judgments 
given as regards the urgency or otherwise 
of execution, and whereas no revision had 
previously been constituted for sentences 
passed by the Board of Punishments itself, 
subject only to confirmation at the ch’ao 
shén, or Palace assize, from the year 
following the date of the Decree there 
should be appointed annually a commission 
of high officers of State to revise the 
sentences passed by the Board of Punish- 
ments in capital cases. The tribunal 
appointed this year has now accordingly 
revised and confirmed the sentences passed 
on eight prisoners, in eight distinct cases, 
of which four, including one official, 
belong to the ‘‘ immediate ” category, and 
four to that of ‘‘ postponement.” The 
members of the Tribunal are Mao Ch’ang- 
hi, Ts’ung-k’i, Yin Chao-yung, Yung-luh, 
K’ing-shéng, Wén Pao-shén, and Sit Tung. 
Four of these hand in a separate report 
(see below). 

(3)—Ying-kwei, Manchu President of the 
Board of Civil Office, Ts’ung-k’i, Yung-luh, 
and K’ing-shéng, (all Manchus) me- 
morialize, reciting their appointment (as in 
the foregoing paper) to serve on the 
tribunal of revision for sentences passed in 
capital cases by the Board of Punishments ; 
and after stating that they have agreed 
with their three (Chinese) colleagues in 
confirming seven out of the eight sentences 
subjected to their revision, they proceed to 
remark upon the remaining case, that of 
the General-in-chief of Urumtsi, Oh’éng- 
luh. In this oase, they observe, the 
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grounds on which his Majesty was 
originally moved to grant a reprieve from 
immediate execution was that, in causing 
the death of upwards of 200 persons as he 
did, Ch’éng-luh was misled by listening to 
the representations of others, and did not 
personally head the troops who caused 
the wanton destruction of life, for which he 
has been found guilty. Now, in the 
sentence submitted by the Board, the 
wording is merely as follows: ‘‘A high 
official who has caused the death under 
misstatements of upwards of 200 persona, 
heretofore reprieved from instant execution ; 
his case admits of no further exercise of 
leniency.” This sentence, however, does 
not agree with the declaration appearing 
in the confession of the prisoner, to the 
effect that he was misled, &c., (as above 
stated) ; and a separate memorial is accord- 
ingly lodged to this effect. 

Oct. 30th.—(1)—The Governor of Shansi 
memorializes with reference to the proposal 
of the Censor Téng K’ing-lin, for the with- 
drawal of the right of summary execution 
from the provincial local authorities. The 
Governor represents that the condition of 
affairs in Shansi, owing to its proximity to 
the Mongolian frontier, as also to the 
regions lately in the possession of insur- 
gents in Kansuh and Shensi, is such as to 
necessitate the continuance of summary 
powers for the infliction of the death 
penalty. Mounted brigands still flourish, 
and the province is much infested with 
disbanded braves, who rove about com- 
mitting depredations. ‘This state of affairs 
is connected in a measure with the cam- 
paign still in progress in the direction of 
Sungaria. ‘ 

(2)—The same official reports his resump- 
tion of office after retirement for a month 
on sick congé. His health is still enfeebled, 
but some improvement has been obtained 
by repose. 

Oct. 3ist.—(1)—A Decree handing over 
to the Board for punishment certain ofticers 
of the Palace guards, whose remissness 
allowed a runaway horse and cart to dash 
yesterday through two of the palace gate- 
ways. 

(2)—The Governor-General of Szech’wan 
forwards the address presented to him 
by certain notables of the province, headed 
by Sieh Hwan (who in 1860-1862 resided 
in Shanghai as Imperial Commissioner for 
Foreign Trade), in the interest of the 
diffusion of knowledge. They represent 
the paucity of well-qualified instructors in 
Szech’wan, and the lack of good editions 
of the national classics and historians,— 
to meet which essential requirements of 
education the provincial notables have 
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subscribed funds, and provided a site at the 
provincial capital for the erection of a 
college, where they propose engaging 
professors of distinction, and establishing 
moreover a block-cutting office for the 
reproduction of the standard classics 
and historical works. This praiseworthy 
undertaking is commended to the Imperial 
notice. 

(3)—The Governor-General of the Yellow 
River reports the safety of the embank- 
ments up to the end of September. 

Nov. 1st.—(t)—The Court of Censorate 
memorialize forwarding the petition of 36 
literary graduates, of whom two have ap- 
peared in person, complaining against 
exactions and oppression at Tso Chow (40 
miles south of Peking). They state that 
the departmental city in question is the 
thoroughfare for the road to sixteen 
provinces, and that couriers to all parts of 
the empire are perpetually passing to and 
fro with despatches. The Imperial postal 
station there is required to maintain 192 
horses, with an annual provision of nine 
hundred thousand catties of grass (or hay). 
The official allowance is 500 cash per thou- 
sand catties, which is paid to the country 
peuple, who are required to procure the 
forage. Certain underlings of the Magis- 
tracy, in whose hands these arrangments 
are placed, are now complained agninst as 
making the supply of forage a means of 
enriching themselves at the expense of the - 
people. They send ont to the more 
wealthy villages, and require the com- 
munity to pay a commutation in lieu of 
providing forage, whilst from other places 
they exact more than the proper amount 
to make good the shortcoming elsewhere. 
The number of horses actually kept is no 
more than 100, and in cases of urgent need 
for a greater number squeezes are levied 
from the inhabitants by a series of 
underlings in order to provide the necessary 
means. Appeals having been made to the 
department Magistrate, he has been ao 
blinded by his underlings as to deal most 
harshly with the appellants, some of whom 
have been stripped of their rank, im- 
prisoned, and cruelly beaten; and, after 
divers ineffectual attempts toobtain justice, 
the present appeal is now lodged at the 
capital. : 

(2 and 3)-—The Governor-General of the 
Two Kiang memorializes reporting that, 
through the death of his stepmother, the 
Governor of Kiangau has been compelled 
to retire from office ; and further that the 
Brigadier-General commanding at Fuh- 
shan (on the Yangtsze) has been similarly 
compelled to resign his post through the 
death of his mother. In the case uf the 
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last named official, whose services are 
peculiarly important at the present juncture 
in the post which he has filled for a 
number of years, and with the duties of 
which he is familiar, it is requested that 
he may be left in command, as holding an 
“acting” appointment.—Assented to by 
resoript , 

Nov. 2nd.—(1)—A Decree expressing the 
Imperial regrets on the decease of Sun 
Tsin, a Vice-President of the Board of 
Revenue, who for upwards of 30 years 
has done good service to the State in his 
successive appointments. The usual 
remissions and honours are accorded. 

(2)—A Decree.—Let Ma Ju-lung be 
transferred to the post of General-in-chief 
in Hunan, and Hu Chung-ho be transferred 
to the post of General-in-chief in Yiinnan 
(from Szech’wan). Let Sung K’ing be 
appointed to the post of General-in-chief 
in Szech’wan. 

(3)—The Gevernor of Hupeh reports the 
apprehension of a gang of disbanded braves, 
who have been committing depredations 
for some time past. Such of them as have 
not died in prison before execution, have 
been beheaded. 

Nov. 3rd.—This day’s Gazette contains 
nothing of importance. 

Nov. 4th.—(1)—A Decree expressing the 
Imperial regrets on the decease of the 
ex-Grand-Secretary Kia-chéng, who has 
for some years past been in retirement on 
full pension. His name is to be enrolled 
in the Temple of Worthies. 

The remainder of the Gazette is taken up 
with memorials on administrative details 
from the Governor of Yiinnan. 

Nov. 5th.—The Governor of Shensi 
memorializes reporting the result of an 
investigation into certain charges brought 
by and against a military officer of the 
rank of captain stationed at Yang Hien. 
On taking over charge of his post in 
1869, he found that a balance of Taels 110 
on account of a certain government fund, 
which should have been handed over to 
him by his acting predecessor, had not 
been accounted for by that officer before 
his departure, and he reported him 
accordingly in the proper quarter. On 
enquiry it has been found that the officer 
placed in temporary charzeof the command, 
after the death of a previous incumbent, 
finding the supply of arms to be deficient, 
had used 60 Taels of the amount in ques- 
tion in completing the equipment in this 
respect ; whilst the remaining 50 Taels he 
had given to the family of the deceased 
officer, who were without the means of 
returning to their home with the remains. 
It was his intention to make good the total 
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sum out of his own pay, so soon as he should 
take up his proper post elsewhere; and on 
this account he had said nothing about 
the deficiency when handing over charge 
to the new arrival, King-fuh, Having 
now replaced the amount in full, it is 
requested that further proceedings may be 
dropped against him. As regards the 
charge against King-fuh, which was to the 
effect that he had carried off a girl by force, 
and eventually caused her death, the facts 
are as follows. Having no hope of 
offspring from hia concubine, (his wife 
being already dead), he arranged for the 
acquisition of a second ouncubine through 
certain middlemen, who found for him the 
daughter of one Li T’ei-yung. The 
marriage was delayed by the death of the 
girl’s father, but in October, 1871, the 
event took place, and it is noted that the 
mother of the girl, wishing to invest 
the occurrence with as much dignity 
as possible, sent her daughter to King- 
fuh’s house in a small chair attended 
by a band of music (as though she had 
been a legitimate bride.) LIl feeling subse- 
quently arose through King-fuh having 
forbidden any intercourse between the 
girl and her mother ; and some few months 
later, not being able to agree with the 
elder concubine, the girl fled from the 
house, taking refuge with a relative named 
Wang P’ing. All trace of her whereabouts 
was lost for a time, and as a shoe of hers 
was found on the riverbank, her mother 
jumped at the conclusion that she had 
been drowned by King-fuh. She lodged a 
complaint to this effect with the Governor- 
General ; but the girl’s brother subsequently 
came forward to declare that she was safe 
and sound in Wang P’ing’s house, and the 
accusation has been withdrawn. It is 
now requested that King-fuh, who had 
been stripped of his rank and suspended, 
may be restored to his original position, 
subject to any penalties that his Majesty 
may authorize the Board to decide upon 
for allowing a concubine to be sent to his 
house accompained by a band of music. 
Nov. 6th.—The acting Governor of 
Shantung memorializes stating his views 
with reference to the Censor Téng King- 
lin’s proposal that the right of summary 
execution be withdrawn from the hands of 
local authorities. He represents that the 
summary execution of criminals in cases of 
brigandage and offences of the sort are 
devised with the object of affording a 
salutary warning by the swiftness of 
retribution, admitting at the same time 
the system is one of but temporary 
expediency for the suppression of 
disorders. As regards the province of 
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Shantung, the position of which makes it 
an outwork of the Imperial domain, the 
southern prefectures abutting on the pro- 
vinces of Kianysu, Nganhwei, and Honan, 
are noted as the haunts of the Nien-fei 
and the Fuh-fei (Turban brigands). The 
northern divisions, again, are infested by 
mounted robbers, and by bands of salt- 
amugglers, who require to be put down 
with a strong hand. The number of 
summary executions does not fall short of 
140 or 150 per annum, and it is to be 
feared that, if the existing rule were 
annulled, not only would encouragement be 
given to the criminal class through the 
postponement of retribution, but the jails 
would become filled to overflowing, and 
attempts at escape would be meditated. 
The infliction of the death penalty in 
summary cases is only proceeded with 
after a second trial has been held before 
the Taotai and Prefect of the Intendant- 
ship, by whom the evidence is transmitted 
to the provincial Government. Where 
guilt is established beyond all question, 
authority is given for execution on the 
scene of the crime ; but where the slightest 
doubt exists, the accused is required to be 
sent to the provincial capital for further 
trial. 
going grounds that it is advisable tu leave 
the system at present existing without 
alteration until better times. 

(2)—The same official reports that the 
Colonel commanding at Kiao-chow has 
been placed in mourning retirement 
through his mother’s death, and beys that 
this officer may be left in charge of his 
command as an ‘“‘acting” appointment, 
his local experience and aptitude being of 
much importance. . 

(3)—In a supplementary memorial the 
Governor reports two minor civilian 
officials as guilty of embezzlement of the 
funds supplied to them for the provision 
of materials for the repair of the Yellow 
River embankments, and applies for their 
suspension. 

Nov. 7th.—(1)—A Decree in answer toa 
memorial by the Governor-General of the 
Yellow River, reporting the safety of both 
banks of the river at the setting in of late 
Autumn, when no further rise of the water 
is to be apprehended, the emergencies 
which have occurred at various points 
since last Spring having been successfully 
met by the exertions of the Governor- 
General and the officials of his staff. For 
the divine protection to which this safety 
isdue, his Majesty feels reverently grateful ; 
and he commands that ten sticks of 
Tibetan incense be sent to the Governor- 
General, to be offered on the Imperial 
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The Governor urges on the fore-. 


behalf at the temple of the God of the 
River. 

(2)—The Governor of Nganhwei 
memorializes reporting the issue in an 
appeal case reheard, in conformity with a 
rescript dated the 26th May, 1873, to the 
Court of Censorate’s report of the 25th 
idem. The appellant, named Wan She-mei, 
had accused his nephew, Wan Si-pao, of 
wantonly injuring his property, causing 
the death of his grandmother, Wan Twan- 
she, and combining with the official 
underlings to frustrate the ends of justice. 
On the trial now held, it appears that 
appellant, who farmed a small property 
of his own, had mortgaged it to his nephew 
after the insurrectionary troubles, and in 
1870 he transferred, thruugh the agency of 
certain other relations, one-half of the land 
to Wan §-pao, in extinguishment of the 
mortgage. Wan Si-pao allowed him to 
make use of two sheds which stood on the 
ground transferred, to keep his farming 
implements in, but some time afterwards 
he wished to pull one of these buildings 
down for the sake of the matorials. To 
this, however, the grandmother, Wan 
Twan-she, raised objections. Ill-feeling was 
further entertained on her part with 
reference to a widowed niece, whom Wan 
Twan-she wished to have married again 
from her house, in order that she might 
obtain a share of the wedding gifts, whilst, 
on the other hand, Wan Si-pao’s mother 
had got the young woman at her own 
house, and kept her employed at needle- 
work. One day, at length, Wan She- 
mei having gone away with his brother to 
a fair, Wan Si-pao came with a number of 
workmen to pull down the shed, notwith- 
standing the objections of Wan Twan-she, 
who raised a commotion, and dashed her 
head against the door-frame until induced 
to leave the spot by some of the family. 
Led away as she was by anger, she took 
advantage the same nivht of theabsence of the 
two brothers to commit suicide by hanging 
herself from a doorpost, and life was extinct 
by the time Wan She-mei hastened to the 
spot. He proceeded to lodge accusations 
against Wan Si-pao, whom he charged 
with having come with a large number of 
comrades to cut his crops, set his house on 
fire, and flood his fields, and moreover with 
being in league with the official underlings. 
The aceused person not having been appre- 
hended, on orders to that effect being 
given by the department Magistrate, aw 
appeal was lodged at Peking. The judg- 
ment is that Wan Si-pao is guilty of the 
charge of having caused by violent conduct 
the death of a relative within a close 
degree of affinity, the penalty for which, 


the degree of relationship considered, is 
by statute fixed at two degrees lower than 
that of strangulation, viz., 100 blows and 
transportation for three years, besides a 
payment of ten taels for the funeral 
expenses of the deceased person. The 
appellant, his charge being partially 
substantiated, although not altogether true, 
is, by special act of leniency, exempted 
from any penalty. 

Nov. 8th.—(1)—A Decree with reference 
to enquiry held by the Governor-General 
of Chihli into charges brought by the 
Censor Ohang Kwan-chun against the 
Magistrate of the Lo-t’ing district, 
whom he accused of winking at extor- 
tions practised by his underlings, exacting 
Government service from the villagers 
to an oppressive extent, and _ selling 
public yround without due authority. 
The enquiry shews that whilst not guilty 
in intention, the magistrate has erred 
through lack of proper care, and he is 
therefore, at the Governor-General’s sug- 
gestion, compelled to resign his position 
in the public service. 

(1)—Among sundry memorials on ad- 
ministrative details, the Governor-General 
of the Two Hu reports the burning of some 
of the offices of the Financial Com- 
missioner’s yamén on the 22nd August 
last, during a conflagration which spread 
from the adjoining streets. The buildings 
have been restored, and archives lost in the 
fire are in course of being supplied by fresh 
copies. The Financial Commissioner sub- 
mits himself to a penalty for the ocour- 
rence. 

Nov. 9th.—(1)—A Decree in reply toa 
memorial by the Governor of Shansi, 
reporting that rains were obtained at a 
time of drought last summer, on prayers 
being offered up in certain temples. 
Memorial boards with inscriptions in the 
Imperial hand are ordered to be trans- 
mitted and suspended in the temples, in 
token of thanksgiving. ~ 

(2)—The Governor of Yiinnan memo- 
rializes reporting certain changes introduced 
in the commands of different cantonments 
of the regular forces of the province. 

Nov. 10th.—The Court Circular an- 
nounces the route to be taken to-morrow 
by his Majesty in proceeding to the Ts’ze 
Kwang Koh, to preside at the archery 
display of the candidates at the military 
tsin-sze examinations. 

The Grand Council] has been personally 
commanded that on the 17th, 18th, and 
19th inst., no attendance will be required 
in the Palace (on account of the festivities 
on the birthday of the Empress Mother). 
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(1)—The Court of Censorate memorializes 
forwarding an appeal lodged by a descend- 
ant (apparently) of the sage Mencius, 
named Méng Kwang-t’ien, who comes 
forward as representative of his kinswoman 
Méng Wang-she, to complain of oppressive 
conduct on the part of the local officials. 
Méng Kwang-t’ien states that he is a 
farmer at Méng-kia Chwang (the village of 
the Mencius family) in the Ngan-k’iu 
district in Shantung, and that certaiu 
police of the Magistracy having some time 
ago endeavoured to exact a double pay- 
ment of taxes from his kinsman Méng 
Kwang-yeh, an appeal against this demand 
was carried up through the different local 
courts, and eventually lodged at Peking. 
On the case being referred back for 
enquiry, instead of justice being done, the 
villainous underlings conspired together to 
have the facts misrepresented, and through 
their machinations Méng Kwang-yeh was 
made to suffer the penalty of blood and 
imprisonment. He was forcibly required 
to acknowledge the case as settled, and 
was sent back in custody to his home, and 
after all he and another relative of the 
appellant were locked up in jail. Méng 
Wang-she, Méng Kwang-yeh’s mother, 
has consequently deputed appellant to 
Peking on her behalf, and to carry with 
him copies of the tablet handed down 
from of old setting forth the privileges 


( TH XC) enjoyed by the familes 


of Confucius, Mencius, Yen Tsze, and 
Tséng Tsz, and of the documents connected 
with the previous appeal ; of all of which 
the Censorate takes note. A rescript has 
already appeared, referring the case back 
for further enquiry in Shangtung. 


(2)—The Prince of Kung and his 
colleagues of the Grand Council memo- 
rialize with reference to the last appeal 
presented by the convicted General Ch’éng- 
luh on the eve of the Palace assize for 
capital sentences. Referring to the pre- 
ceding trials and consultations in this 
cause celébre, they state that on the 22nd 
ulto., when the Palace assize was on the 
point of being held, the President of the 
Board of Punishments and his colleagues 
received from Ch’éng-luh an appeal which 
they were besought to hand to the Grand 
Council. The Prince and his colleagues 
herenpon recapitulate the facts of the cage, 
which are briefly as follows. Ch’éng-luh, 
commanding in the north of Kansuh as 
General-in-chief of Urumtsi, having had 
it reported to him that a certain Ma Ki- 
chéng and others had forcibly resisted the 
collection of a war-contribution, sent Tow 
Hing, Taotai of the Ngan-Suh circuit, at 
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the head of a body of troops to enforce 
submission. The recalcitrants opened fire 
on the party, killing one (or more) of the 
General’s body-guard ; whereupon Tow 
Hing, in view of this violent outbreak, and 
considering the case as akin to the crime of 
rebellion, sent the Magistrate of the Kao- 
t’ai district to Ch’éng-luh’s camp, where 
he verbally reported the occurrence. 
Ch’éng-luh, hereupon, fearing lest serious 
disorders might ensue, without making 
more minute enquiry sent Ming-ch’un at 
the head of a body of troops against the 
place, with the result that Ma Ki-chéng 
and more than 200 others with him were 
put to the sword. On being brought to 
trial for this conduct (see denunciation by 
the Censor Wu K’o-tuh in Gazette of 
August 12th, 1873, and accounts of the 
trials in Gazettes of January, 1874), he was 
finally sentenced to deferred execution. 


In the petition now presented Ch’éng- 


luh seeks to defend himself on the 
plea that he was misled by _ his 
subordinates, and the case cannot have 
been so bad as it has been represented, 
since several years elapsed without any 
person coming forward to make complaint. 
He confesses that, as a soldier, he was 
accustomed to act on the spur of the 
moment. In commenting on this appeal 
for mercy, the Grand Council rejects the 
plea that Ch’éng-luh’s responsibility can 
be shifted upon others; whilst, as regards 
his statement about absence of complaint, 
this is not to be wondered at, since the 
population of the place attacked was 
butchered to the last man. On 
the previous trials, his guilt has 
been established beyond all doubt, not- 
withstanding which, in lieu of awaiting 
in silence the execution of the law, the 
prisoner has made this last effort to secure 
a reversal of his sentence, on the plea that 
the Palace assize is the solemn occasion 
provided for redressing the wrongs of those 
who have been convicted, whilst at the 
same time, after eutreating that his appeal 
be laid before his Majesty, he adds the 
words that ‘‘if, in actual fact, the matter 
be involved in difficulty, he will not ven- 
ture to entreat an exercise of clemency 
on his behalf.” This hesitation is remark- 
able ; but as he has presented the appeal, 
the members of the Grand Council, having 
already acted as judges in his case, feel it 
their duty to withdraw from expressing a 
further opinion, and beg that a High Com- 
mission be nominated to consider the 
case again. The prisoner’s name is with- 
drawn from the list for the present assize. 
(For rescript rejecting the appeal see 
Gazette of Oct. 28th.) 
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Nov. 11th.—The Court Cireular announoes 
that his Majesty will visit to-morrow the 
Imperial Archery Pavilion, to inspect the 
performances with bow and arrow, sword 
practice, and athletic exercise in lifting 
weights (on the part of the successful 
graduates at the Military Examination). 


(1)—A Decree, directing tokens of the 
Imperial bounty to be conferred on the 
parents, if of the age of eighty and upwards, 
of all civil and military officials of the 
first and second ranks throughout the 
Empire, in celebration of the happy event 
of the Empress Mother’s fortieth birthday, 
on the 18th instant. The necessary 
returns are to be called for by the Boards 
of Civil Office and War. 

(2 and 3)—Decrees stripping of their rank 
a Major and a Brigadier-General of the 
army in Kansuh, on charges of oppression 
and exaction brought against them by the 
Governor-General Tso. 

(4)—King-lien, lately appointed com- 
mander-in-chief of the forces to move for 
the recapture of Urumtsi, memorializes 
on behalf of two Manchu officers, whose 
forefathers, belonging respectively to the 
plain White and plain Yellow Banner at 
Peking, were removed during the last 
century to form part of the garrison of Ku 
Ch’ény (near Urumtsi.) When, in July 


.1863, Urumtsi became the scene of an 


outbreak of insurrection on the part of the 
Mahommedan rebels, Ku Ch’éng was 
likewise threatened by them; and in the 
month of December following the two 
officers in question were sent to Uliasutai 
and Kobdo to receive funds for the supply 
of the troops. Midway on their journey 
they learnt with horror that Ku Ch’éng 
had fallen into the hands of the insurgents, 
and that their entire families, men, 
women, and children, had heen massacred. 
After the receipt of this dreadful intelli- 
gence, and after discharging the duty on 
which they had been sent, they joined the 
force commanded by the amban of Hami 
as volunteers, and subsequently followed 
in the train of King-lien to Ku Ch’éng, 
animated by the desire of slaying the 
rebels, on the one hand to do their duty 
to their sovereign, and on the other to 
take vengeance for the lives of their fathers 
and brothers. Having been deprived of 
all family connections by the massacre 
referred to, and all local ties being severed, 
they request permission to be attached to 
their parent Banners in Peking. This 
application is granted by rescript. 
November 12th.—The Court Circular 
announces that his Majesty will to-morrow 
take seat in the T’ai Ho Hall, to award 
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the four chief honorific degrees to candi- 
dates at the Military Examinations. 

The Governor of Kiangsu memorializes 
with reference to the case of certain 
prisoners who had been sentenced provi- 
sionally by the provincial authorities to 
** perpetual imprisonment,” for their share 
in-a plot formed at the close of the year 
1872, to surprise and plunder the prefec- 
tural city of Kan-chow Fu. Several vaga- 
bonds of that neighbourhood had conspired 
together to this effect, intending to esca- 
lade the walla on a night when all the civil 
and military authorities would be assembled 
for an act of worship in the temple of the 
God of War. Their design was to make 
arush in the town with the gangs of 
confederates they severally collected, mas- 
sacre the officials, and seize the contents 
of the treasury, armoury, and powder- 
magazine, which would enable them to 
swell the list of their adherenta and 
keep possession of the city. The scheme 
broke down on the appointed night 
owing to the failure of one of the 
bands to arrive at the rendezvous fixed 
upon, and tho leader thereupon postponed 
the enterprise for a month. Meanwhile, 
intelligence of what was on foot was brought 
to the military authorities, and on pre- 
cautions being taken, the conspirators lost 
heart and fled. Six were apprehended iu 
different places ; and on their being brought 
to trial at the provincial oapital, the au- 
thorities decided that a sentence of death, 
under the statute against conspiracy to 
rebel, would be too severe in their case, 
as their design had never been carried into 
practice, and they had shewn their dread 
of the law by absconding before any actual 
crime had been committed. The Board of 
Punishments has ruled, however, that the 
proposed sentence is not in accord with 
the intention of the Penal Code, and the 
case has consequently been sent back for 
the draughting of a new sentence. This 
has now been proceeded with, and sentence 
is submitted in conformity with the statute 
on acts of rebellion. A penalty is imposed 
less by one degree than that of decapitation, 
viz., one hundred blows, and transportation 
to a distance of three thousand li, aggra- 
vated by the order that the prisoners be 
sent to Sungaria and given as slaves to 
the soldiery. Pending the possibility of 
reaching Sungaria, they are, as the law 
provides, to be keptin prison. Two of the 
number died shortly before the receipt of 
the Board’s instructions. 

Nov. 13th.—The following are the 
names of the military candidates honoured 
by degrees Imperially conferred in the 
Palace yesterday : 
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Chwang Yiian,—Chang Féng-ming ie A 
FES, of Honan. 


P’ang Yen,—Chao Jui-yiin #8 Fa ZE, 


of Honan. 


T’an Hwa,—Chang Che-p’eng Pak HRB, 
of Chihli. 


Ch’wan Lu,—Liu Yiin-hwei Bsa : 
of Chihli. 

(1)-A Decree imposing penalties on 
certain of the military graduates for short- 
comings in their performances before his 
Majesty. Seven persons whov acquitted 
themselves imperfectly in either archery, 
sword, or athletic exercises are debarred 
from the advantages of the Palace 
competition until the next triennial 
period; and one individual, Lii Chao- 


hiung 4 JIk8e, from Kwangtung, is 
turned back for twice that length of time, 
as deticient in both sword exercise and 
athletics. The ministers who presided at 
the preliminary performances of these 
persons are exposed to penalties. 

(2)—The Governor of Shensi memorializes, 
pronouncing a panegyric on the conduct 
of the late ex-Governor Liu Jung, the 
admission of whose name into the State 
Temple of Worthies he applies for. (‘This 
has already been proposed in Szech’wan 
—see Gazette of Aug. lst). Granted by 
rescript. 

(3)—The Tartar General at Canton and 
his Lieutenant-General, Kwo-leh-min, 
memorialize extolling the virtuous conduct 
of a young lady named Urh Yi, aged 22, 
the daughter of a Manchu officer of rank. 
Her own mother (a concubine) had died a 
number of years ago, and she was noted 
for her dutiful affection to her father’s 
wife, who, having reached the age of 70, 
was attacked with illness in May last. The 
young lady offered incense and prayers on 
behalf of her stepmother, but as the sick- 
ness increased in violence, and the phy- 
sicians fulded their hands in despair, Urh 
Yii secretly cut a piece of flesh from her 
arm to mix with the remedies prescribed. 
All, however, was unavailing, and “the 
patient died on the 29th July last. Upon 
this Urh Yii vowed that she would follow 
her adoptive mother to the grave, and 
watched her opportunity to commit suicide, 
Having attempted this unsuccessfully by 
hacking her throat with a small knife, 
she achieved her purpose by casting her- 
self into a well, Her devotion and con- 
stancy merit recognition, and it is requested 
that sanction be given for the erectiun of a 
memorial structure.—Granted by rescript. 
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Nov. 14th.—(1)—The Vice-Presidents 
K’ing-che and T's’ung-k’i memorialize re- 
porting their proceedings as Examiners to 
revise the performances of the successful 
graduates at the triennial military competi- 
tion lately concluded. They held their 
scrutiny on the 30th ult., when one hundred 
and thirty-five graduates were passed in 
review before them, each repeating his per- 
formances in horse and foot archery, sword- 
practice, and stone-lifting. Eleven of the 
graduates were pronounced deficient in 
sword-practice, and are consequently de- 
barred from entering the palace competition 
on this occasion. It is requested that the 
Ministers who directed the examinations 
at which these graduates were passed be 
subjected to penalties. Among twenty- 
three graduates who have come up again 
(after being turned back three years ago) 
there is one who has been similarly rejected 
three times, and, in accordance with rule, 
his record of graduation is cancelled. Three 
others are turned back. 

(2)—The Superintendent of the Imperial 
manufacturing department at Soochow 
memorializes reporting the despatch of 
court robes and materials ordered for the 
birthday of the Empress-mother. Orders 
‘for the supply of the requisite dresses were 
received last year, and on funds being 
provided, the work was commenced. On 
the 29th July there were sent forward 
dresses to the number of 357, consisting of 
robes embroidered in relief with dragons, 
vests and under-robes, and capes of dif- 
ferent kinds, together with 400 pieces of 
gold satin and silver satin, and 457 clothes’ 
boxes of rosewood and glass. Certain 
articles that were ordered at the same time 
had not been sent with the first lot, viz.: 
32 dragon embroidered robes for imperial 
wear, three other suits of dragon 
embroidered robes, and 95 under dresses ; 
but they had followed in charge of a 
treasury officer, who left by steamer on 
the 2nd September. Accounts of the 
outlay will be made up and transmitted. 

(3)—The same functionary adds a post- 
script to the effect that on the 21st May 
last he received instructions calling for 
embroidered jackets (ma-kwa) of three 
different styles, 81 of each kind, and 200 
pieces each of gold and silver satin, to be 
delivered at Peking before the middle of 
October. On this work being estimated 
for it was found that the cost would 
amount to Tis. 90,000, and it was repre- 
sented to his Majesty by the Governor 
of Kiangsu that no funds were available 
for this outlay. This statement was 
replied to in the vermilion pencil, direct- 
ing that funds be provided in instalments, 
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and the articles supplied by degrees. The 
Superintendent was about to commence 
work when he received a further communi- 
cation from the Governor, to the effect 
that, at thé present juncture, being 
commanded to provide for measures of 
defence, by which a heavy expenditure 
is entailed, he finds it impossible to 
supply funds at the same time for the 
purpose in question, and that he must 
wait till a more convenient opportunity. 
The superintendent, sorely embarrassed, 
has bethought himself of a fund accumu- 
lated from the surplus amounts unexpended 
during past years for orders for work, 
amounting to about Tls. 20,000, which 
could be made use of on the present occa- 
sion ; and with this he has been able to 
manufacture 72 jackets and 45 juste-au- 
corps, which he will shortly send forward 
to Peking. The remainder of the order 
will be executed so soon as the Governor 
provides the funds. 

Nov. 15th.—(1)—The Superintendents of 
the Granaries memorialize recommending 
to favourable notice the officials who have 
distinguished themselves in connection 
with the transport of riceto Peking during 
the past season, which has been most suc- 
cessfully accomplished through their exer- 
tions. 

* (2)—The Governor-General of the two 
Kiang reports the decease of Li Ch’ang- 
hwa, late Taotai at Chinkiang, whose 
death by apoplexy on the 9th October has 
been announced by the Prefect of Chin- 
kiang. The office of Taotai thus left 
vacant, having annexed to its duties the 
Superintendentship of several Custom- 
houses, and moreover entailing the 
frequent transaction of business relat- 
ing to foreigners, is a post of a very 
onerous nature. Pending an appoint- 
ment from Peking, the Governor-Gen- 
eral places in charge of the vacant office 
a Taotai awaiting employment, named 
Tu Wén-lan, who is thoroughly skilled in 
public administration, and fully conversant 
with foreign affairs. (Rescript appointing 
anew Taotai appeared on the 29th Oct.) 

(3)—In a further postscript Memorial, Li 
Tsung-hi reports that an expectant Prefect 
on the Kwangtung establishment named 
Lo Chang, who fought heretofore with dis- 
tinction under General Pao Ch’ao in the 
campaigns in Kiangsi, Hupeh, Kwangtung, 
&c., being about to proceed to Peking for 
presentation on nomination to his present 
grade, left his native province, Szech’wan 
(of which also the Governor-General him- 
self is a native), last year on his way to 
Peking. As he was passing through Nan- 
king, and as he has had great experience of 
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warfare, the Governor-General has thought 
it expedient to retain him for service in the 
present emergency, when men of capacity 
are needed. After the termination of de- 
fensive operations, he will be forwarded 
to Peking. 

(4) The assistant Resident at K’urun 
(Urga), Chang T’ing-yoh, reports the re- 
ceipt of intelligence by the messengers who 
were sent to meet the convoy of the 
Chiptsundampa Hut’ukht’u, on his way to 
Kurun, stating that on the 8th August 
the Embodiment, eighth of the line, had 
reached Chaidam (in Mongolia), and that 
after resting there awhile and getting his 
train in order, he would continue his 
qouriey. He might be expected to reach 

’urun by about the 8th November. Upon 
this the lamaist functionaries had been 
desired to select an auspicious day for the 
enthronement, and the 13th November 
has been appointed for this purpose. 

Nov. 16th.—The Court Circular an- 
nounces that the Imperial party will take 
their seats at 7 a.m., to-morrow in the 
Ning Show apartments, to witness a thea- 
trical performance. 

(1) A Decree, referring to the commands 
recently issued for donations to the parents, 
if of the age of 80 and upwards, of high 
officials throughout the Empire. The 
Grand Secretary and Governor-General Li 
Hung-chang, and his brother, the Go- 
vernor-General of the two Hu, Li Han- 
chang, are now specially singled out for 
distinction in the person of their mother, 
who is verging on fourscore, and upon 
whom a tablet in the Imperial autograph is 
conferred, beside sundry gifts of silks and 
satins of the most costly description, 
together with a jade sceptre. 

(2) In a second decree, awards similar 
to those above mentioned are assigned to 
the mothers of sundry high functionaries 
at Peking, who have ahedii reported as of 
the age of 80 and upwards. : 

(3) The Manchu General Kin-shun 
memorializes acknowledging the receipt of 
the Imperial decree of the 23rd August, 
in which he ig appointed Assistant 
to King-lien, nominated Imperial Com-_ 
missioner for the campaign in Sungaria, 
He has upon this caused a new official seal, 
for temporary use, to be cut, the employ- 
ment of which he intends to inaugurate on 
the 12th October, on which day the seal 
formerly used will be destroyed. 

(4) Kin-shun further memorializes ob- 
serving that, on the approach of cold 
weather, it becomes necessary to serve out 
sheepskin cloaks to the soldiery. It has 
been the rule with him in previous years 
to commission officials of his staff to attend 
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to the manufacture of the requisite supply, 
an appropriation for which is afterwards 
asked from his Majesty. The garments 
required for Kin-shun’s force have now 
been made up in the districts about Kwei- 
hwa and Sui-ytian, at a total outlay, in- 
cluding cost of transport, of Taels 26,000. 
It is consequently asked that this amount 
be provided and sent forward, in order to 
reimburse the funds from which advances 
have been made. 

Nov. 17th.—The Court Circular an- 
nounces that his Majesty will proceed 
to-morrow by certain gates of the Palace 
to the Ts’ze Ning Kuny (apartments of 
Parental Affection and Repose—the dwell- 
ing place of tha Empress Mother), to offer 
salutation, and thence return to the 
imperial apartments. Preparations to be 
made by 6 a.m. At 7 a.m. the imperial 
party will take their seats for a theatrical 
performance. 

(1) The Court of Censorate memorializes 
forwarding the appeal of Li Kwang-wén, 
deposited on his behalf by a messenger, 
complaining as follows. Appellant, a 
native of Honan, holds the rank of 
expectant captain, and last year lodged an 
appeal at Peking, accusing a pawnbroker 
named I King-fén of having conspired to 
defraud him of certain property, and an 
official underling named Lo Tsung-che of 
having unlawfully imprisoned appellant’s 
brother and caused his death. On orders 
being sent down to the local authorities to 
institute enquiry, the two accused persons, 
conscious of their guilt, kept out of the 
way ; the pawnbroker sending, however, 
one of his clerks to bribe an underling of 
the Prefect’s, named Niu Sin-k’iao, and 
certain of the yamén clerks, who caused 
appellant to be brought tothe yamén and 
placed in strict confinement. He was 
subjected to cruel ill-treatment, and his 
servant, when sent with money for his 
expenses, was robbed of it, and himself 
thrown into prison. The two accused 
persons, hiding in their respective abodes, 
have bribed the District Magistrate to 
report that they have gone away to 
their native places ; and appellant remains 
in prison, without hope of a hearing of the 
case in which he is plaintiff. He is con- 
vinced that the intention is to compass his 
death like that of his brother.—Referred 
in the usual manner. 

‘(2)—The Court of Censorate forwards 
another appeal lodged on behalf of a 
woman of the Yii-hang District in Che- 
kiang, complaining that her husband has 
been falsely accused of murdering a man 
named Koh P’in-lien, the accuser being 
his wife, who had in reality poisoned him 
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herself. Appellant’s husband having been 
apprehended on this false charge, has 
been compelled under torture to confess 
the act. A previous appeal has already 
been lodged and referred back for a fresh 
enquiry ; but the Prefect has slurred over 
the affair.—Referred in the usual manner. 

Nov. 18th.—(1)—A Decree conferring a 
step of honorary rank on a long list of 
ofticials, in honour of the birthday of her 
Majesty the Empress-mother. 

(2)—A Decree, remitting on the same 
account all penalties in the shape, of loss 
of honorary steps and pecuniary mulcts 
now standing againat the names of civil 
and military officials throughout the Em- 
pire, as also all sentences of degradation 
from rank combined with retention of office. 

(3)—King-lien, Imperial Commissioner 
for the campaign in Sungaria, etc., memo- 
rializes reporting his resumption of duty 
after a period of sick leave._ Having 
besought permission some time ago to 
retire from his post in consequence of the 
astute of his health, he received on the 
25th July a Council despatch forwarding 
his Majesty’s rescript, in which two months’ 
congé was granted him, to enable him to 
attend to health without leaving his com- 
mand. With grateful acknowledgments of 
this boon, it is observed by King-lien that 
his constitution is habitually delicate, aud 
that his strength has been greatly impaired 
by the fatigues entailed during the ten 
years he has speut on active military 
service. Since the autumn of last year, 
he has passed upwards of ten months in 
groaning upon his bed. No remedies 
being procurable in the frontier regions, 
time has been lost, and his vital forces 
have suffered to such an extent that he 
conld not but feel convinced that restor- 
ation to health was impossible. Having 
subsequently obtained some ten or more 
kinds of pills and powders from Peking, 
he has taken these remedies with careful 
judgment, and of late there has been 
an improvement as regards spitting of 
blood and pains in the head, as also in the 
bilious derangement with which he was 
troubled. His arms and legs, however, 
still remain shrunken and enfeebled, and 
he moves about with difficulty, whilst 
asthma and dizziness continue to trouble 
him from time to time. Now that the 
period of his congé has expired, he feels 
bound, troubled though he is in spirit at 
his sickly state, to exert every possible 
effort toward the discharge of the duty 
incumbent upon him in this hour of 
military need.—Rescript : It is noted. 

(4) In a postscript, King-lien states that 
his son, Che-lin, a student-secretary of 
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the Board of Punishments, who has been 
allowed four months’ leave to visit him dur- 
ing his sickness, should now, on the expiry 
of this term, return to his duties at Peking, 
—in lieu of which, he requests that Che-lin 
may be allowed to remain with him for 
some time longer, on the ground that his 
own health is still so far from being 
restored.—Granted by rescript. 

Nov. 19th.—(1)—A Decree in reply to a 
Memorial by the Governor of Kwangtung 
and the Superintendent of ~Customs at 
Canton, in which the occurrence of a 
typhoon, accompanied by great devastation 
and loss of life at the Customs’ and li-kin 
stations in the districts of Hiang-shan and 
Sin-ngan (near Macao and Hongkong) are 
reported. His Majesty has learnt this 
with great solicitude. The Governor and 
his colleagues are directed to do all that is 
needful for the relief of the distressed 
districts, and not to allow a single indi- 
vidual of the sufferers to be left homeless. 
The proper Boards are to determine 
appropriate tokens of compassion on the 
death of Lieut.-Colonel Ch’én Pu-yiin and 
five other military officers, as also of a 
civil functionary attached to one of the 
tax-stations, The remaining measures 
proposed in the Memorial are sanctioned. 

(2)—A Decree. Let the fourth son of the 
Beileh Tsai-che, a titular Kiin Wang 
(Priuce of the second degree), receive the 


namo of P’u-lun » 


(3)—The Governor-General of the Two 
Hu memorializes commending the activity 
of the Taotai Kw’ai Teh-piao, the delegate 
in charge of the New Custom-house of 
Hupeh, which specially collects the duty 
on bamboo and timber exports. From the 
1st day of the 7th moon last year to the 
29th day of the 6th moon (Aug. 11) this 
year, he has collected the full prescribed 
amount of -duty, viz., Tls. 25,000, beside 
the prescribed excess amount of Tis. 2,700; 
in addition to which he has collected over 
and above the prescribed limit an excess 
of Tls. 12,268.1.6.4. According to the 
standing regulation he should be replaced 
by another officer on the expiry of his 
year of service ; but in view of. his proved 
efficiency, it is requested that he be left in 
oflice for another twelve months.—Rescript : 
Let the Board of Revenue take note. 

(4)-—The Governor-General of the Yellow 
River reports the safety of the embank- 
ments up to the middle of October, thanks 
to the efforts used in meeting the emer- 
gency of recent freshets. The rise which 
took place was something quite extra- 
ordinary, and for a time the banks were in 
imminent peril. The expenditure incurred 


through the sudden strain on the defensive 
establishment has amounted to Tls. 25,000, 
and it is requested that orders may be 
given to the provincial government of 
Honan to provide this amount, and also 
that the Tls. 90,000 heretofore applied 
for may be paid over before the beginning 
of next year. 

(5)—In a postscript memorial, K’iao 
Sung-nien deplores the death of a cor- 
poral and a soldier of the guard, who were 
precipitated into the stream whilst engaged 
in securing the embankment during the 
September freshet, and were carried away 
by the fierce current. 

Nov. 20th.—The Governor-General of 
Chihli memorializes reporting the result 
of an inquiry he has instituted, in 
obedience to Imperial commands, into the 
conduct of a District Magistrate who has 
been denounced as being addicted to the 
vice (of opium-smoking), and for tolerat- 
ing misconduct on the part of his under- 
lings, etc. The report presented by an 
official who was sent to enquire into the 
case, exculpates the Magistrate from the 
graver aspects of the charge, but represents 
him as in feeble health, and it is recom- 
mended that he be compulsorily retired 
from the service, 

Nov. 21st—(1)—A decree in reply to a 
Memorial by the supervising Censors of 
the Capital, requesting an Imperial dona- 
tion, in accordance with former usage, for 
the supply of wadded garments to desti- 
tute persons on the approach of winter. 
It is ordered that Tls. 3,600 be contributed 
from the Household Treasury for this pur- 

ose. 

(2)—The Governor of Honan reports the 
result of a rehearing of an appeal case 
referred back from Peking. The appellant, 
Ts’ao Shu, had complained of having 
been thrown into prison on a false 
charge trumped-up against him by the 
wives of rebels. ‘The new trial that 
has been held shews that Ts’ao Shu, 
as headman of a village, had been in 
search of a former inhabitant of the place, 
who, having been expelled from the com- 
munity for misconduct, had joined the 
Nien-fei, and had led a band of the brigands 
to attack and plunder the village. This 
man having been reported as having 
privily returned to his home, was searched 
for in August 1868 by Ts’ao Shu, accom- 
panied by a local posse, and, on entering 
a house where it was thought likely he 
would be concealed, two women were 
found whose dress indicated that they 
were from some other part of the 
’ country, but no trace of the offender was 
discovered. Suspecting the women to be 
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in some way connected with him, however, 
Ts’ao Shu and his posse seized and carried 
them off, with all their clothing and effects. 
The next day it was discovered that the 
two prisoners were the wives of respect- 
able persons, who were being sent to their 
homes by the military authorities ; and 
out of their seizure the proceedings grew 
which have led to the present appeal. The 
appellant is found guilty of an act of 
unlawful arrest, and is sentenced to the 
penalty of 100 blows, and transportation 
for three years. 

Nov. 22nd.—(1)—The Constabulary 
yamén reports an appeal lodged by a 
youth named Li Wén-hien, of Ts’ing-ho 
in Chihli, complaining to the effect that in 
January, 1873, his home was broken into 
by a gang of robbers, who murdered his 
grandfather and grandmother, and fatally 
wounded a servant of the house, after 
which they carried off such property as 
they could lay hands on. An inquest was 
held, and the wounded man deposed to 
having recognized two noted desperadoes 
of a neighbouring village among the rob- 
bers. These men were apprehended, and 
when confronted with their accuser had 
not aword to say in their defence ; but 
they bribed the yamén underlings to put 
the charge on one side until the wounded 
man had succumbed to the result of his 
injury. They then boldly denied the 
crime, and were subjected to no 
torture whatever to compel a confession. 
Appellant petitioned the superior authori- 


‘ties, whereupon the Magistrate, acting 


under instruction, apprehended certain 
others of the gang, who incriminated 
the previous prisoners. The  law- 
clerks, however, in revenge for being 
petitioned against, still kept the case 
in abeyance, and instead of allowing the 
criminals to be punished, have thrown 
appellant into prison and robbed him of 
the money he had got together to prosecute 
his case.—Referred in the usual manner. 

Nov. 23rd.—(1) The Governor of Honan 
reports, on the proposition made by the 
Censor Téng K’ing-lin for a return to the 
old system in the execution of capital 
sentences, that the withdrawal of powers 
of summary execution is highly inex- 
pedient. Vestiges of disorder still remain 
in the province since the close of the 
Nien-fei rebellion, and the Governor 
insists that brigandage and robbery with 
violence can only be checked by means of 
summary punishment. 

Nov. 24th.—(1) A Decree. With re- 
ference to the memorial and postscript 
memorial already received from the Yamén 
of Foreign Affairs, stating that the envoys 
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from Japan and the United States have 
implored audiences for the purpose of 
presenting letters from their governments, 
We ordain that they be permitted to have 
audience. 

(2)—A Decree in reply to a memorial by 
certain of the supervising Censors of the 
capital, who have reported that one Chang 
Chao-shao, heretofore stripped of his office 
as lieutenant-colonel and sentenced to 
death, by rescript, on the ground of com- 
plicity with rebels, has been discovered 
at Peking, having had the audacity to 
enrol himself under the name of Chang 
Jui-ch’én in the suite of General Ma 
Ju-lung(lately transferred to the command- 
in-chief in Hunan). It is ordered that the 
individual who has thus been detected be 
brought to trial by the Board of Punish- 
ments, and that Ma Ju-lung be suspended 
from his rank in order that he may appear 
as a witness at the trial. 

Nov. 25th.—(1)—A Decree expressing the 
imperial sorrow on receiving intelligence 


of the death of Yih Jén Diy f=, entitled 


Prince of Chwang (a descendant of the 
Emperor Kia K’ing), who was honoured 
by high distinctions and the command of 
the guards at Ytian-ming Yiian during the 
late reign. Imperial honours are to be 
paid on the occasion of his obsequies. 

(2) The acting Governor of Shantung 
reports, in a long Memorial, the investiga- 
tion and settlement of a case in which the 
in-coming and out-going heads of the 
official courier agency at Peking of the 
Province of Shantung have accused_each 
other of malversation of certain funds, 

Nov. 26th.—The Governor of Honan 
reports the result of an enquiry into a 
case of outbreak in the Sze-shuei district 
in that province. The occurrence had its 
origin in the unauthorized act of the tax- 
clerks of the Magistracy, who attempted 
to levy a stationery-charge of two cash on 
each receipt issued for payment of land- 
tax. The Magistrate found this out before 
the scheme was actually put in practice, 
and at once imprisoned the chief offender ; 
but before he could issue an intended pro- 
clamation on the subject, the country folk 
were excited by reports of what was in 
contemplation, and assembled en masse to 
protest. On the Ist April Jast a number 
of the malcontents resolved that they had 
best proceed to the city to petition the 
Magistrate, which was accordingly done. 
The mob which was consequently got to- 
gether was incited to acts of disorder, and 
forced their way into the Magistrate’s 
yamén, where they broke open doors and 
windows, destroyed an official cart, and at 
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length made a rush at the private residence 
of the Magistrate. The runners and under- 
lings defended the place with arms in their 
hands, and several lives were lost on both 
sides before the mob broke up and dis- 
persed. Appropriate penalties have been 
meted out to ringleaders of the disturbance 
and to the tax-clerks whose illegal action 
was the cause of it. 


Nov. 27th.—(1 and 2) Decrees appoint- 


ing Li Chao-tang Ay It ie to fill the 


post of Customs’ Taotai for the Province 


of Chihli, and Wu Tsan-ch’éng 25) 


to the post of Taotai of Tientsin. 

The remainder of this day’s Gazette is 
occupied with memorials on administrative 
details in Hupeh. 


Nov. 28th.—(Court Circular). His Ma- 
jesty will proceed to-morrow by certain 
gates (named) to the Spring Lotus Pavilion, 
where business will be transacted and 
refection taken, after which His Majesty 
will proceed, halting for a short time at 
the Wu Ch’éng Hall, to the Tsze Kwang 
Koh, for an audience. This being com- 
pleted, His Majesty will return by the 
same route to the palace. Preparations to 
be made at8am. (N.B. The audience 
referred to is that of the Ministers from 
Japan and the United States). 

(1) A Decree conferring donations in 
honour of the Empress Mother’s birthday 
on the mothers of three official dignitaries, 
respecting whom the Boards have further 
memorialized, reporting them as beyond 
the age of eighty. 

(2)—A Decree withholding assent to the 
prayer of Ming-shan that he be allowed ‘to 
relinquish his oftice as Comptroller of the 
Household. He has served for a number 
of years, and has given proof of practical 
experience in the post he is ordered to 
retain. 

(3)—The Governor-General of Chihli 
reports the result of a trial in which a 
Mahommedan of T’sang Chow, named 
Wu Pao-shu, was arraigned on a charge 
of presenting a supplication to his 
Majesty by the roadside. The sup- 
pliant had accused certain police of 
murder, in having caused the death of his 
father, Wu Kwoh-hing,—the fact being 
that Wu Kwoh-hing had placed himself 
at the head of a. gang of desperadoes 
during the Nien-fei troubles, and had 
committed a long series of lawless outrages. 
He was at length slain in a fight provoked 
by an attempt on his part to seize the 
person of a a sub-district magistrate. The 
accusation brought is consequently dis- 
missed, and the suppliant is condemned to 
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the penalty of 100 blows and to be sent 
into military servitude. 

(4)—The Governor-General of Chihli 
further memorializes reporting the result 
of a trial for the crime of matricide. 
The accused, Shén Wu-héh, was a native 
of the ‘I's’ing-ytian District, and a dis- 
sipated character of no settled accupation, 
living with his mother. Early in the 
present year he stole from the house of a 


relative an iron hoe, which he pawned. | 


The relative, having fruitlessly demanded 
it of him, went himself and redeemed it 
from pawn. 
prisoner again went to his relative’s house, 
and shortly after he had left the place the 
hoe was again missed. He was pursued 
and cemonstrated with, and in the course 
of the ensuing altercation his mother came 
forward to chide him as he was standing 
beside a well. Being at the time under 
the influence of liquor, Shén Wu-héh 
grasped his mother’s hand, exclaiming : 
When people falsely accuse us of theft, how 
is it that you do not throw yourself into 
the well? At the same time he gave her 
a push which caused her to lose her 
footing, and she fell down into the well. 
Her son shouted for help, but before her 
body could be recovered, life was extinct. 
These facts having been established, the 
prisoner has heen sentenced according 
to law to suffer the penalty of being 


sliced to death, and this has been 
inflicted with the usual formalities 
on the scene of the crime. His head 


has been exhibited on a pole as a warn- 
ing. The relative and his brother, whuse 
demand for the recovery of the hoe 
led to the perpetration of this crime, are 
adjudged to have been guilty of improper 
conduct, in view of the awful consequences, 
although their action does not amount to 
the legal offence of ‘causing a death 
through an unfounded accusation of theft,” 
and they are sentenced to the penalty of 
eighty blows, commuted to thirty as the 
law allows. 

Nov. 29th.—(1)—A decree conferring 
brevet promotions, at the application of 
the Governor of Ngan-hwei, on the military 
officers of that province who were con- 
cerned in effecting the capture of the 
ex-rebel leader Yang Fuh-tsing (see Gazette 
of Aug. 4th.) 

(2and3)—Memorials from the Governor- 
General of Chihli, reporting the result of 
trials of two women, who have severally 
been charged with attempting to present 
supplications to his Majesty by the road- 
side. In both cases the matter complained 
of was a dispute with relatives about the 
ownership of land. In the first case the 
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On the 6th July last the. 


suppliant is condemned to the penalty of 100 
blows, but having passed the aye of 70 she 
is entitled to redeem this by a money pay- 
ment. In the second case, the offender is 
sentenced to one hundred blows, and to 
transportation into military servitude. 

Nov. 30th.—(1)—A Decree referring for 
the consideration of the Boards of Civil 
Office and of Works a proposal, submitted 
by the Governor-General of the Yellow 
River, for the abolition of the office he 
holds, and for its amalgamation with that 
of the -provincial Governor. 

(2) The Governor of Kwangtung reports 
the occurrence of a destructive typhoon, 
which commenced at about midnight on 
the 22nd September, raging with great 
violence at Canton and alung the seaboard, 
especially on the coasts of the Hiang-shan 
and Sin-ngan Districts (i.e., near Macao 
and Hongkong). ‘I'he tide rose and broke 
over the land to a height of from ten to 
fifteen feet, and the hurricane raged until 
about 7 a.M. on the following morning. 
When the flood had receded, it was found 
that almost all the buildings constituting 
the opium li-kin stations at Casa Branca, 
the Kap-shui Mun, Kow-lung, Cheong- 
chow, and other points, had been blown 
down, and the cruisers employed in guard- 
ing the tax-stations had been either dashed 
to pieces or driven from their anchorages. 
At Casa Branca, a corporal and twelve 
men were drowned. The steam gunboat 
Fei-loong was at the same time sunk in 
the Kum-sing Mun anchorage, with the 
following loss of life, viz. : the commanding 
officer, lieutenant-colonel Ch’én Pu-yiin, 
a second military officer, a linguist and 27 
seamen, and three Englishmen employed 
as engineers, etc, A junk belonging to the 
Chéng-tsing gunboat was sunk, with a loss 
of eleven lives. Several steam launches 
and junks were sunk at the other stations, 
with a loss of 5 officers and 49 men. (The 
loss of life enumerated above makes a total 
of exactly 100 persons). ‘he names of 
the ofticers who have thus perished are 
submitted to his Majesty, with a request 
that the Imperial compassion be manifested 
on their behalf. Measures have been 
instituted for the recovery of the bodies 
of the drowned, and for raising the sunken 
vessels, which will, if possible, be repaired 
for further use. 

(3) The Governor of Kwangtung and the 
Superintendent of Customs’ at Canton 
jointly memorialize with reference to the 
damage occasioned at the i2-kin stations 
around Macao and Hongkong by the 
typhoon of September 22nd, The buildings 
having been blown down, and the land 
overflowed by the rise of the tide, the 
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officials and underlings in charge were 
compelled to seek refuge in flight, clam- 
bering over the rocks in the darkness, with 
the books and papers under their charge, 
and in this way many missed their footing 
and fell into the sea. The sub-magistrate 
in charge of the Customs’ Station at Casa 
Branca was swept by the waves into the 
village, and killed by the falling of a wall. 
Alarge steam launch was dashed into 
fragments, and two others were totally 
wrecked. Fourteen junks employed in 
the preventive service were sunk, and 38 
seamen were drowned. At Macao and 
Hongkong great destruction was caused 
among the Chinese and foreign trading 
community, and many vessels were sunk, 
At Macao, the damage inflicted was the 
most severe of all. Trade has fallen off, and 
the receipt of duties is reduced to a 
minimum. Measures are being taken for 
the interment of the bodies of those 
drowned and for rebuilding the tax-stations 
destroyed. It will be necessary to replace 
the steam-vessels lost, although this cannot 
be done for the moment, owing to the 
impossibility of meeting so great an out- 
lay as is required for the purpose. 

(4) The Governor of Honan applies for 
a mark of Imperial distinction on behalf 
of an aged lady, the mother of several 
Officials, who, in addition to having reached 
the extraordinary age of ninety-nine, has 
four generations of male descendants at 
present living.—Referred by rescript for 
the consideration of the Board of Cere- 
monies, 

Dec. 1st.—(1)—A Decree commanding 
that a donation of one month’s pay, ac- 
cording to the present scale of issue, be 
awarded to all the soldiery, both Manchu 
and Chinese, constituting the garrison of 
the capital, in view of the approaching 
inclemency of the weather. 

(2)—The Governor of Shansi reports the 
result of a trial of certain police for the 
escape of a prisoner, who get away from 
their custody in the course of last year, 
whilat being conveyed under sentence of 
death from one district to another. The 
prisoner had occasioned the death of an 
old man by a kick in the midriff during an 
altercation respecting a small sum due to 
him, and_was condemned to death by 
strangling. While passing through a stony 
ravine, the cart in which he was seated 
broke down, and while some of the escort 
went to search for a lodging-place near by, 
the remainder allowed him to step on one 
side, of which opportunity he availed him- 
self to break his fetters and escape. 
Within the period of one year allowed for 
recapture he returned in disguise to his 
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own village, and on information being 
received, measures were taken for re- 
apprehending him. On finding recapture 
imminent, he committed suicide by cutting 
his throat. The offending police have 
been condemned to the penalty of 100 
blows and banishment for three years. 

Dec. 2nd.—(1)—A Decree. Let Kwang- 
show (one of the presidents of the Board 
of Censorate), and Hia T’ung-shan (a vice- 
president of the Board of War), proceed 
express to Shensi to hold an investigation. 
Let the Secretaries who accompany them 
proceed likewise by post express. 

(2)—The Governor of Shansi memorializes 
reporting the trial and execution of a 
lunatic found guilty of the murder of his 
mother. The prisoner, named Wu K’iao- 
yiin Tsai, was found by the commission 
appointed to try the case to have become 
insane in consequence of loss of money as 
a vendor of fruit, but his friends and 
relatives, trusting that by medical aid he 
might be restored to sanity, refrained from 
reporting his case to the authorities to the 
end that he should be chained up. On 
the 20th July, about a week after the 
mental alienation had manifested itself, he 
murdered fiis mother by dealing her a 
heavy blow on the head with an iron 
cooking-pot, having first barricaded the 
door of the room in which the crime was 
committed, so that the neighbours who 
came up on an alarm being given were 
unable to prevent the act. On being 
placed on trial, he for the moat part raved 
incoherently, but in a-comparatively lucid 
moment he pointed to the back of his head, 
when asked how he had done the deed. 
In conformity with the law, he has been 
sliced to death, the execution of this 
sentence taking place at the provincial 
capital, as it is beyond the limit of 300 
from the scene of the offence. v9 

(3)—The Military Governor of Kirin 
memorializes reporting the apprehension 
of a native of Shantung in the act of 
attempting to smuggle a parcel of ginseng. 
The delinquent, Chang She-ho, had been 
employed as a labourer in a village in 
Kirin, where he had come to seek work, 
and he was apprehended on the 12th 
February last at the seaward pass through 
the Great Wall (Shan-hai Kwan) with 19 
taels weight of. ginseng in his possession. 
The account he gave of himself was that 
his mother had written to say that she was 
ill, and that knowing the virtues of ginseng 
as a medicine, he was taking a quantity 
home to her. He had bought it of a certain 
man named Meh Ch’éng-kung. The 
ginseng is impounded, and forwarded to 
the Imperial Household; and for his 
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offence against the statute which for- 
bids the unlicensed digging of ginseng, he 
is condemned to the penalty of 80 blows 
and banishment for two years. 


Dec. 3rd.—The Military Governor of 
Jeh-ho reports the issue of an examination 
into a case of suicide committed by a sub- 
deputy Magistrate and his wife. The 
Magistrate of the Féng-ning district having 
had occasion to hold an inquest at the 
village of Kwoh-kia Tun, his underlings 
endeavoured to extort from the village 
headmen a sum of money for the burial 
of the remains. This was resisted, and a 
slight disturbance was the result. After 
returning to his magistracy, the Magistrate 
accused one of the police of his sub-deputy, 
whose station was at the village, of 
inciting the people to the demonstration 
they had made, and flogged him severely. 
Upon this the sub-deputy, believing that 
the Magistrate was bent on ruining him by 
a@ denunciation, threw himself with his 
wife into a well, and both were drowned. 
The motive for this act having been proved 
to be the oppressive and illegal conduct of 
the Magistrate, a sentence has been 
pronounced to the effect that he has 
incurred the penalty of sixty blows and 
banishment for one year. Being a com- 
missioned officer, he should be transported 
to the military frontier, to redeem his 
offence. This sentence is referred by 
rescript for the consideration of the Board 
of Punishments. 


Dec, 4th.—(1)—A Decree based upon a 
memorial from the Court of Censorate, 
presenting a complaint brought by one of 
the writers of that department against a 
head clerk, for attempted extortion. The 
incriminated person is handed over to the 
Board of Punishments for trial. 


(2) The Governor of Shansi memorializes 
reporting the issue of an investigation into 
alleged malpractices on the part of official 
underlings. The acting magistrate of the 
district of Hia had forwarded a complaint 
presented: by certain notables, on investi- 
gation of which the magistrate was 
cashiered by Rescript, and a full enquiry 
was ordered, It appears that the district 
in question is divided into 25 li or town- 
ships, and that according to existing usaye 
a survey was held every five years for the 

urpose of registering the individuals 
iable to calls for State service. A pro- 
clamation was issued after each such 
survey, determining the amount of service 
assessed on the population registered. 
Early in 1872 the period of these quin- 
quennial surveys had arrived, and one of 
his underlings named Sung Yii with a 
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revenue-clerk named Kao Lien-shéng, was 
appointed by the Magistrate to superintend 
the arrangements. The man Sung Yii 
schemed upon this to extort certain sums 
of money by way of fees, and as Kao 
Lien-shéng had on previous occasions 
received douceurs from the different town- 
ships, he let Sung Yii into the secret, and 
they agreed to divide the proceeds of their 
exactions between them. On a demand 
for fees being made, the people of the 
different townships fearing that they would 
be unjustly assessed if they refused pay- 
ment, subscribed a sum of 50,000 cash 
which they handed over to the two clerks. 
The Magistrate knew nothing of this, but, 
as he took upon -himself personally the 
task of going over the details of the survey, 
the issue of the proclamation announcing 
the result was retarded and the minds of 
the people became filled with suspicion. 
The result of this waz an angry gathering 
of the people, by whom Kao-Lien-shéng’s 
house was demolished. As a result of the 
trial that has been held, the two delin- 
quent clerks are sentenced to transporta- 
tion and branding, whilst the chief com- 
plainant is also condemned to undergo the 
penalty of 100 blows and one month’s 
cangue, for lodging an accusation in a 
matter in which he is not personally in- 
terested. 

Dec. 5th._—{1)—A Decree in reply to a 
memorial by the Governor ef Hupeh, who 
has denounced a brevet Taotai named 
T’ang Shéng-wu as having gained his 
advancement under false pretences, being 
debarred by his antecedents as an official 
underling from holding office. It is com- 
manded that the accused person be strip- 
ped of his rank, and subjected to the 
penalty of one hundred blows, after which 
he is to be delivered into the custody of 
the local authorities and kept under rigo- 
rous restriction. 

(2)—The Court of Censorate forwards 
an appeal lodged by a native of Honan, 
named Chang I-shén, who complains of 
sundry outrages prepetrated upon him by 
a neighbour named Chao Sze-ying, a man 
of some local influence, owing to his being 
invested with the wu-ki military degree. 
This man, at the head of a band of 30 
confederates, with faces smeared over and 
wearing false beards by way of disguise, 
made a raid upon complainant’s homestead 
in the beginning of 1873, during his 
temporary absence, carried off his personal 
effects, cattle, and agricultural implements, 
and cut his mother about the face. All 
attempts at obtaining justice have been 
frustrated through the influence wielded 
over the local authorities by the perpetrator 





of the outrage.—Referred in the usual 
manner. 
\ (4)—The General-in-Chief of the naval 
forces of Fuh-kien, P’éng Tsu-han, me- 
morializes reporting his arrival at his 
post. Having been promoted from the 
Brigadier-generalship of Ta-ming in Chihli, 
he arrived at Foochow on the 22nd Aug., 
and after taking counsel with the Provin- 
cial Government as to the measures of 
policy required, he proceeded to Amoy, 
where the silver seal of office ree 
over to him by the acting incumbent of 
the post. After the customary recapitu- 
lation of his own humble origin, inca- 
pacity, and successive services, the newly 
appointed official refers to the gravity and 
difficulties of his charge, consisting as it 
does in the repression of disorder along the 
coast and the rivers of Fuh-kien. With the 
islands which lie near at hand, and traders 
who come from afar, that task of main- 
taining control is no easy one. Beside 
this, the Japanese being at present engaged 
in a warlike enterprise against the abori- 
gines, it is necessary to provide in all 
directions for coast-defence. Conscious of 
his own lack of ability, the General-in- 
Chief will nevertheless strive to do his 
best. (N.B.—The above is the first explicit 
reference in the Peking Gazette to the 
presence of the Japanese in Formosa.) 
Dec. 6th.—(1)—The supervising Censors 
of the north division of the outer city of 
Peking memorialize reporting the detec- 
tion and seizure of an ex-official over 
whom a sentence of death is pending. A 
Decroe was issued in 1866, in reply toa 
memorial by the Governor of Yiinnan, 
ordaining the arrest and immediate 
execution of Chang Chao-show, who had 
held office as a Lieut.-Colonel, wherever 
he might be found. A report had lately 
reached the Censors that this fellow had 
secretly come to Peking,—and while they 
were engaged in taking measures to trace 
out his whereabouts and effect his arrest, 
an application was handed in to them 
privately by an official from Yiinnan, 
acting as a secretary to the Board of Civil 
Office, and two other officials connected 
with the same province, relating to the 
same subject. It was stated in this docu- 
ment that Chang Chao-show, formerly 
acting Lieutenant-Colonel of the garrison 
troops of Chén-hiung Chow, had headed a 
band of lawless desperadoes, and pillaged 
the house of one of the present com- 
plainants, a district Magistrate by rank, 
named Tséng King-fu, within two days 
after he had taken office, and that a 
captain of the garrison, who had remon- 
strated against these proceedings, had been 
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murdered by him on the spot. After this 
he embarked on a thoroughgoing career 
of rapine, and in 1866 he surprised and 
took the city itself, when Tséng King-fu’s 
entire family perished, and the city was 
destroyed by fire. The entire department 
was ravaged, and many tens of thousands 
of the inhabitants perished. After this, 
the criminal in question placed himself in 
the suite of Ma Ju-lung, the General-in- 
chief of Yiinnan, under a false name, and 
with official rank fraudulently obtained, 
and had come to Peking in histrain. The 
Censors having ascertained from the 
complainants the place at which Chang 
Chao-show was known by them to be 
residing, sent an officer to arrest him; and 
a party of police having been secretly 
stationed within the house, he was captured 
on the 21st Nov. On being searched, 
there was taken from his person the fol- 
lowing property ; in silver, ‘ls. 100 ; five 
bank-orders, of the value in all of Tis. 
100 ; a watch, some opium, gold dust, &e, 
The name under which he was passing 
was Chang Jui-ch’én. The Vensors request 
arescript directing his transfer to the 
custody of the Buard of Punishments, to 
be tried and dealt with. They further 
request that his Majesty will decide what 
steps should be taken with regard to Ma 
Ju-lung, who, while invested with a high 
military command, has for so many years 
given shelter toa proscribed felon, and 
has further been so bold as to bring him 
to Peking. (For rescript see Gazette of 
24th November.) 

(2) The Governor-General of Chihli 
reports the measures taken with respect 
to a breach in the embankments of the 


Ch’ao-peh river vel 4 yy, an affluent 


of the Pei Yiiu-ho AY jqi pay (the © 


Peiho) above T’ung-chow. ‘Thia river 
burst its banks in July last for a distance 
of 200 chang, and swept over the adjacent 
country. A commission despatched to 
survey the scene of damage reported that 
it was necessary to build a dyke behind 
the one previously existing, and gradually 
close in upon the breach, beside throwing 
out a line of embankment several hun- 
dred chang in length at either end of the 
new dyke, to cut off the flood. Imperial 
sanction having been obtained, work was 
commenced on the 6th October; but as 
the entire volume of the river had been 
diverted to the eastward, the old dyke had 
come to lie on the western side of it, and 
it was found to be impossible to restore 
the current to its proper course without 
demolishing this. The bed of the river 
at the point where the new works were 
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to be executed was 130 chang broad, 
in addition to which channels had also 
been eaten out on either side to a further 
breadth of 120 chang. The difficulties of 
repair, aggravated by the force of the 
torrent sweeping down from the hills, 
were enhanced by the absence of any store 
of proper materials, as this is not one of 
the areas of embankment repair. Supplies 
were purchased, however, and 7,000 of the 
sufferers by the inundation were employed 
upon the works. Working day and night, 
under great difficulties from weather, the 
nature of the soil, and the approach of 
cold, the officials in charge succeeded in 
completing the new channel for bringing 
back the river to its proper bed, and the 
two ends of the dyke Fad been brought to 
within 50 chang of each other by the 15th 
November. The depth of water opposite 
was at this time from 17 to 22 Chinese 
feet. By immense exertions on the 
part of the officials in charge, and those 
employed on the works, the labour 
was completed in a single day and 
night, and the river was re-admitted by 
the newly dug channel, 24 li in length, to 
its proper bed, flowing once more into the 
Pei Yiin-ho. This successful achievement 
will not alone facilitate the grain transport 
of next season, but, by draining the 
flooded lands in six departments and 
districts, will enable spring wheat to be 
sown. Tokens of his Majesty’s.approba- 
tion are solicited for the officials engaged 
in the work. In a postscript memorial, the 
Governor-General reports the disbursement 
of Tls. 64,375, obtained from different 
sources, on the above mentioned work, 


December 7th.—The acting Governor of 
Shantung memorializes soliciting an 
acknowledgment of the divine protection 
afforded by the presiding spirit of the 
Yellow River. It was requested last year, 
by the Governor Ting Pao-chéng, in conse- 
quence of the aid supernaturally mani- 
fested on divers occasions on behalf of the 
embankment works at Kiin Ch’éng by the 


Great Prince Li BA k = (the canonized 


Bpirit of a former Governor-General 
of the Yellow River, named Li Yii-mei 


aE ), that an honorific title be 


Imperially conferred upon this divinity, 
and that he be included for purposes of 
worship within the temple of the Four 
Great Golden Dragon Princes. The latter 
portion of this request was acceded to, on 
confirmation by the Board of Ceremonies, 
but the bestowal of a title of honour was 
ordered to be held in suspense pending 
further manifestations of divine response 
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in time of need. The Governor now re- 
ports that in the sixth moon of the present 
year, when officials were employed under 
his orders in attending to the safety of the 
embankments, the waters of the river 
became swollen, and a time of danger - 
presented itself at the confluence of the Tsi 
Ho. The banks appeared as though shaken, 
and a day and a night were spent in 
labours of repair without ensuring safety. 
It was not until the following day, when 
the effigy of] the Four Great Golden 

ragons and of the Great Prince Li were 
brought to the scene of the works, that 
the current abated its force, and the abut- 
ments were securely strengthened. At 
another moment of danger, on the 3rd 
of September, when the banks were in 
imminent peril, the civil and military 
officials, with the people and militia, 
threw themselves for a long while on their 
knees and offered up supplications; the 
effigy of the god having arrived at the 
spot, no further sapping away of the 
embankment took place. Earlier in the 
year, when the grain-junks from the South 
were waiting at Pa-li Miao to enter the 
northern section of the Canal, on prayers 
being reverently offered up by the acting 
Governor, the waters suddenly rose to the 
needful height,—and the Governor pro- 
ceeded to Chang-ts’iu to prostrate himself 
in the temple and return thanks. (See 
Gazette of Aug. 4th). Similarly, when the 
grain-junks were on their way back, after 
discharging their cargoes, and were stopped 
at Tung-ch’ang for want of water, the 
Yellow River rose sufficiently to increase 
the volume of the Canal, and the squadron 
sailed on its way southward. These 
repeated instances of divine interposition 
are considered sufficient to warrant the 
bestowal of a title of honour.—Rescript : 
Let the Board of Ceremonies consider 
and report. 

Dec. 8th.—The Superintendents of the 
Granaries report the delivery of the total 
amount of the year’s supply of grain, 
remitted from the provinces, in the store- 
houses at Peking and T’ung Chow, and 
apply for appropriate rewards on behalf 
of the officials concerned in the service. 
They have already reported the delivery 
in full of the contingents due this year on 
account of the regulation supplies from 
Kiang-su and Chekiang, forwarded by sea, 
and from Kiang Peh and Shantung, for- 
warded by canal, as well as the quantities 
purchased and sent forward from Kiangsu 
and Chekiang, together with the comple- 
meritary amounts of grain from Newchwang 
on account of the years 1872 and 1873. 
The officers in oharge at T’ung Chow 
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have now presented their report to the 
effect that by the 22ud November there 
had been carried into the granaries at 
Peking ration rice and grain to the amount 
of 1,275,030 piculs 6 tow, 6.8.8.3. It is 
further reported that there had been lodged 
in the T’ung Chow granaries 87,326 piculs, 
1 tow, 6.7.8.6. of white, ‘‘ king,” and ‘‘no- 
mi” rice; making a total of deliveries, 
including rice, millet, wheat, and peas, 
of piculs 1,362,356.7.3.6.6.9. There have 
further been swept up, under the orders 
of the superintendents, piculs 5.9.4. of rice 
from the different locks and portages be- 
tween T’ung Chow and Peking, which 
have been duly carried into store.—The 
remainder of the Gazette is chiefly occupied 
with recommendations for promotions and 
brevets. 

Dec. 9th. —(1)—The Governor-General of 
Chihli reports that the Taotai of Tientsin, 
Ting Show-ch’ang, has been placed in 
mourning retirement by the death of his 
father, and dwells upon the necessity for 
an officer possessed of special capacity to 
succeed in the ensuing vacancy. The 
Taotai has two prefectures, embracing 
eighteen departments and districts, under 
his rule, and has to attend to duties con- 
nected with the grain transport service and 
the conservancy of the Grand Canal, be- 
side supervision over military affairs and 
the defence and police of the coast. He 
is likewise constantly required to act in 
concert with the Customs’ Taotai in matters 
affecting foreign relations, and it follows, 
therefore, that the incumbent of the 
post must be at once skilled in the duties 
of civil administration, and versed in 
foreign affairs and military matters. An 
officer who unites these requirements with 
general capacity and an upright character, 
is the Taotai Wu Tsan-ch’éng, whose ap- 
pointment to officiate in the vacant post 
is consequently recommended, 

(2)—The Governor-General of the Two 
Kiang reports his temporary assumption 
of the seals of oftice as Governor of 
Kiangsu, pending the arrival of Wu 
Yiian-ping from Hupeh. 

Dec. 10th.—(1)—A Decree commanding 
that a district Magistrate, who has been 
impeached by the Governor of Kiangsi as 
a defaulter to the extent of Taels 5,000, be 
stripped of his office, made a prisoner, 
and proceeded against. 

The remainder of this day’s Gazette is 
occupied with administrative details. 

Dec. 11th.—The Court Circular an- 
nounces that the Grand Secretary Wén- 
siang, and the President Shén Kwei-fén 
(members of the Grand Council, who are 
on congé from duty), offered enquiries 
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respecting his Majesty’s health. (This in 
consequence of the attack of small-pox 
with which the Emperor has been visited 
since the 9th inst) 

The Governor of Yiinnan memorializes 
reporting the result of the trial of certain 
yamen underlings and police implicated 
in the case in which a military officer 
had been fatally injured after a dispute 
with the Prefect of Tung-ch’wan Fu, who 
was subsequently assassinated in revenge 
for this by Yang Ju-tsi, the son of his | 
victim. (See Gazette of March 29th). The 
case occurred as follows. In June, 1870, a 
denizen of the district of Hwei-tséh 
brought a complaint against a native of 
the district for the abduction of his wife, 
justice for which was delayed by means of 
bribery on the part of the accused. The 
complainant hada connection, Major Yang 
Yii-lin, who was at Tung-ch’wan Fu await- 
ing the delivery of certain military supplies, 
and he moved some of the retainers of this 
officer to ‘seek redress on his behalf. 
The retainers attacked the district 
magistrate’s police and gave them a 
beating ; but on complaint being made, 
they were handed over by Yang Yii-lin . 
and placed incustody. After some further 
disputes about the affair, the Prefect 
requested Major Yang to call at his yamén, 
and asked him to explain his conduct in 
allowing his retainers to meddle in public 
concerns. Major Yang stated his case, 
uvon. which the Prefect, growing irate, 
snatched off his official hat and button, 
throwing them upon the ground, and 
shouted out: ‘lie himup!” A number 
of his servants hereupon rushed up, with 
weapons and sticks in their hands, and 
belaboured Major Yang, whom they felled 
to the ground. The Prefect at the same time 
ordered him to be beaten as a criminal and 
sent to the magistrate’s jail, whither his 
son, on coming forward to remonstrate, 
was shortly afterwards likewise sent. His 
house was next broken into by the police, 
and plundered of its contents by them 
and by the populace. A number of the 
police who were guilty of this outrage 
have been made prisoners, and it is ruled, 
in the sentence now proposed for the sanc- 
tion of the Board of Punishments, that 
they should rank as accessories to the 
crime of which the principal guilt rested 
with their master, the Prefect. Of the 
prisoners in question, the greater number 
have died in confinement. ‘Three remain, 
who are sentenced to the penalty of 100 
blows and transportation for three years. 

December 12th.—(1)—The Governor- 
General of the Yellow River, K’iao Sung- 
nien, memorializes urging the abolition 
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of the office he holds. Beginning with 
the observation that the establishment of 
offices is decided in general by the re- 
quirements of circumstances, and may be 
modified either by addition or reduction 
according as special attention may be needed 
or duties may be taken in conjunction with 
others, he goes on to point out the changes 
which have taken place of late years in 
connection with his own post. The func- 
tions it formerly involved were of a highly 
onerous nature when the Yellow River 
pursued its ancient course through Honan 
and Shantung, and when, in addition to 
the 14 guard stations connected with the 
Yellow River embankments, there were six 
other stations appertaining to the Grand 
Canal, and the continuous stream of junks 
proceeding northward with grain tribute in 
its full amount of some millions of piculs, 
requiring administration and control. A 
change supervened when the Yellow River 
burst its banks at T’ung Wa Siang early 
in the reign of Hien Féng, whereupon five 
of the stations in Honan were abolished, 
and the whole of the river-work service in 
Shantung was done away with. What 
remains for the Governor-General of the 
Yellow River to do lies wholly within the 
province of Honan, and he is of opinion 
that greater efficiency would be secured if 
the functions of his post were concentrated 
in the hands of the provincial Governor. 
A change in this sense was recommended 
so far back as 1862 by a Censor, and in 1863 
by Séng-ko-lin-sin. There is now the 
greater reason for urging it, inasmuch as 
in the whole of Shantung there no longer 
exist any embankment works supported by 
Government, the river being wholly em- 
banked by the people of the adjacent 
country. Although there might be reason 
to look forward to some future resumption 
of Government works in Shantung, such 
a period is still distant, and the office may 
well be done away with in the meantime. 
The seal, however, need not be des- 
troyed, but may be preserved in the 
Provincial Treasury until such time as 
it may be again required, should cir- 
cumstances change in the course of some 
tens of years from now.—For _rescript 
referring this memorial for consideration, 
see Gazette of Nov. 30th. 

(2)—The Financial Commissioner of 
Kiangsu (on behalf of the Governor- 
General) memorializes reporting that he has 
received the following statement from 
Tséng Ki-tséh, (eldest son of the late 
Tséng Kwoh-fan) : ‘‘ Having left my home 
on the 4th September fur the purpose of 
proceeding to Peking to prostrate myself 
in gratitude for the Impérial favour (see 


Google 


Gazette of Oct. 17th), I had reached the 
district of Ts’in-ho in Kiangsu on the 9th 
October, when I received letters from my 
family informing me that my mother had 
died on the 3rd of the same month. Iam 
consequently bound to return to my home, 
it being the mother who bore me, to con- 
duct the funeral arrangements and observe 
the prescribed period of mourning. I beg 
that a memorial to this effect be presented 
on my behalf.” The fact is accordingly 
brought to his Majesty’s notice. 

(3).—The same official, as acting Super- 
intendent of the Grain Transport, refers to 
decrees heretofore issued with respect to 
increased supplies of revenue in kind 
from the Southern provinces, and to the 
consequent necessity of attention to the 
maintenance works on the River and Canal. 
Since the Yellow River broke its way 
across the Canal, the passage of the junks 
both ways is dependent upon the rise of 
the river water, and if the breaches in the 
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and elsewhere be not repaired, it is to be 
apprehended that the course of the Yellow 
River will gradually move southwards. 
This work is consequently urged on the 
Imperial attention. 

(4)-In a further postscript, the same 
official speaks of the rise of the waters in 
the autumn freshet season, as reported in a 
previous memorial (not yet published.) 
The floods in P‘ei-Chow and Suh Chow 
shew no sign of abating, although the 
commencement of winter is at hand, and 
the Hung-tséh Lake has risen to a height 
of eight ch’ih and upwards. Fortunately, 
the continuance of fine weather has been 
favourable to the works of maintenance. 
The population of Sii-chow Fu and Hai- 
chow Fu who have been driven from their 
homes by inundations are moving south- 
wards in search of means of subsistence, 
and it is proposed to establish relief agen- 
cies, as has heretofore been done at T‘sing- 
kiang P‘u, 

Dec. 13th.—(1)—A Decree according 
memorial boards to the temple of the Gud 
of the Sea at Hai-ning Chow and Jén-ho 
in Chekiang, on the application of the 
Governor, who has represented the divine 
assistance rendered in maintaining the 
solidity of the coast embankments. 

(2) The Governor of Shantung, Ting 
Pao-chéng, memorializes reporting his 
departure from his home in his native 
province of Kweichow, after completing 
the repairs of his ancestral tombs, on the 
29th August, in order to return to 
his duty within the year graciously 
accorded him for leave of absence. He 
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arrived at Wu-ch’ang Fu on the 19th 
October, and reports the harvests 
abundant and the condition of the people 
happy and contented along the line of his 
journey through Sze-ch’wan and Hupeh. 
As five years have elapsed since he was 
granted an audience, he is possessed with 
a continual anxiety to gaze upon the 
countenance of Heaven, as a dog or a 
horse longs for a sight of its master, and 
he entreats permission to visit Peking for 
this purpose before resuming his office. 
He intends to travel overland from Ts’ing- 
Kiang P’u northwards, and hopes to meet 
on the way the answer to his request.— 
Rescript in the vermilion pencil: There 
is no need for him to come and have 
audience, . 

The remainder of.the Gazette is occupied 
with administrative details from Nyan- 
hwei. 

Dec. 14th—(1)—A Decree. For the 
great sacrifice to be offered on the 22nd 
of this month at the altar of Heaven, We 
ordain that the Prince of Ch’un, Yih-hwan, 
do reverently perform the ceremony in 
Our stead. 

2)—The Governor-General of the Two Hu 
and the Governor of Hupeh memorialize 
reporting the outbreak of a popular 
disturbance at Lao Ho K’ow, in the 
Kwang-hwa district, bordering on the pro- 
vince of Honan, A military officer having 
been sent to that place to superintend 
the proper working of the system of salt 
supply from the Sze-ch’wan government 
agency, and to guard against the introduc- 
tion of smuggled salt from the northeast 
(Liang Hwai) division, he discovered that 
a great abundance of counterfeit cash were 
in circulation, and both issued notices in 
concert with thelocal authoritiesstringently 
prohibiting this practice, and likewise took 
measures to arrest the offenders. Upon 
this a number of lawless vagabonds leagued 
themselves with the police of the district 
Magistrate, and taking advantage of an 
opportunity when the Magistrate had 
gone out of town, they convoked a public 
gathering on the 26th April last, 
compelled the shopkeepers to close 
their shops, and attacked and pillaged 
the Salt-office. One of the rioters was 
killed in the fray by a soldier of the local 
force. Some arrests have been made, but 
the confessions obtained are unsatisfactory, 
and a rescript is requested stripping the 
Magistrate of his button and holding him 
answerable for the apprehension of the 
actual ringleaders. 

Dec. 165th—The Tartar General and 
Superintendent of Customs for the 
Province of Fuhkien memorializes as 
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follows. It has already been reported that 
the junk with tribute from Liu-cb’iu 
arrived at Foochow toward the close of 
last year, when duties were remitted upon 
the merchandize imported by her, as the 
regulations provide. Her business being 
now at an end, the junk has sailed on her 
return voyage. The Customs’ deputy 
at Nan-t’ai has reported to the effect 
that the envoy who was on board the junk, 
named Tung She-hien, las handed in a 
list of the Chinese merchandize purchased 
and shipped on board, from which it appears 
that the amount of duty for which exemp- 
tion is to be accorded is Taels 283.1.9.8. 
The Superintendent of Customs has given 
orders hereupon to waive the payment of 
this sum, in accordance with precedent, and 
in furtherance of the profound benevolence 
displayed by the Sacred Ruler in tenderly 
cherishing the men from afar. He has 
notified the same in a mandate addressed 
to the foreign envoy. The Custom’s 
deputy has further reported that the envoy, 
followed by his attendant officials and the 
crew of the junk, has performed the cere- 
mony of the Kotow at the Custom-house, all 
with faces turned in the direction of the 
Imperial abode, in thanksgiving for the 
celestial favours, which have filled them 
with joy and gratitude. After this they 
had set sail on their return voyage. 

December 16th.—(1)—The President of 
the Court of Censorate reports that an 
accusation has been lodged by Wu-ying, a 
writer of the Court, against Téh-ts’Qan, a 
head-clerk of the same department, for 
extortion and intimidation. The com- 
plainant states that, on being posted to his 
appointment as writer, he lent Téh-ts’tian 
Taels 30, and that, on sending in an 
application for leave to go to meet his 
parents, he made the same person a further 
loan ofa like amount. On applying sub- 
sequently for repayment, he was told that 
these sums were amounts due on his ap- 
pointment and obtaining leave ; in addition 
to which various payments by way of grati- 
fication have been repeatedly demanded of 
him, and for two years past the whole of 
his office allowance has been withheld. 
Beside this, a claim of twenty odd taels by 
way of interest has been pressed against 
him, and he has not ventured in conse- 
quence to present himself at the office for 
the discharge of his duty. The accused 
person denies these charges; and it is 
requested that both parties may be handed 
over to the Board of Punishments for judi- 
cial investigation.—For rescript see Gazette 
of Dec. 4th. 

(2) The Governor of Hunan exposes an 
individual holding the appointment of 


x, 
Tan 
f 


186 


expectant Taotai, named T’ang Shéng-wee, 
who, originally a personal attendant of a 
sub-Magistrate in that province, has 
availed himself of the laxity which has 
been an inevitable concomitant of the 
purchase system, to obtain an official 
position. He has made himself notorious 
by divers acts of a disgraceful nature ; and 
on .enquiry being instituted, his base 
origin has been brought to light. It is 
requested that he be stripped of his official 
rank, and condemned to the penalty of 
100 blows, beside being placed under 
rigorous surveillance.—Acceded to by 
rescript. 

Dec. 17th.—The Court Circular an- 


nounces that Tsiang Yih-li 48 76 88, 
heretofore holding office as Judicial Com- 
missioner of Shansi, has paid his respects 
on his arrival at Peking. (N.B. This is 
the once-famous Governor of Kwangtung, 
whose activity and zeal for financial reform 
led to his removal and degradation toa 
Judicial Commissionership in 1867. He 
has since then remained in retirement.) 

(1) The Ministers of the Presence have 
received his Majesty’s verbal decree as 
follows. Henceforward, in all cases when 
memorials are handed in from any of the 
departments of the Government in the 
Manchu language, let them be written in 
parallel columns with the Chinese. text. 
(This is for the convenience of the 
Empresses Dowager, during his Majesty’s 
illness ; as the Imperial ladies do not read 
Manchu. ) 

(2) The Governor-General of Fuhkien 
memorializes reporting that the chief 
perpetrators of a daring robbery on a pawn- 
shop within the city of Ts’iian-chow Fu 
(Chinchew) which took place a year and a 
half ago, have at length been apprehended. 
From the confession of the prisoners, ten 
in number, it appears that the gang con- 
sisted of 17 individuals. The prisoners 
are condemned to death. 

Dec. 18th.—Imperial Decree. Whereas, 
on the happy occurrence of a visitation 
of smallpox which has this month 
befallen Us, We have been besought 
in unison by the Prince of Tun and 
his colleagues to undergo restorative 
attention in undisturbed tranquillity 
of mind, it has nevertheless seemed 
impossible, as We reflected on the solemn 
importance of the affairs of State, that 
We should dare to take thought for 
Our own comfort and repose. Yet, 
as our bodily frame at the present junc- 
ture is unequal to the effort of sustaining 
fatigue, it behoves Us consequently to give 
ear to the request. In deep apprehension, 
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however, lest any neglect be entailed in 
the absence of attention to affairs, We have 
addressed reiterated supplications to their 
Majesties the Empresses Dowager, entreat- 
ing that, in consideration of the fact that 
Our person is for the time being under 
restorative treatment, they will deign to 
suffer the submission of all representations 
from departments of the government 
in the capital or the provinces to 
their perusal and decision. To Our 
deep joy and gratitude their Majesties, 
in the affection with which they overflow 
toward Us, have consented to act in this 
manner. Let this be promulgated for the 
information of all, throughout the Empire, 
(2).—A Decree. Let Pao-yiin 


be appointed to the vacant post of Grand 
Secretary. 


(3). — The Governor of Kiangsi denounces 
the late Magistrate of the Lin-ch’wan Dis- 
trict for defalcation and acts of violent 
misconduct. When handing over charge 
to his successor he was found to be a 
defaulter in the amount of Tis. 5,430, 
under different heads of revenue collection. 
In the month of May last his daughter-in- 
law, having fallen out with him on her 
demanding payment of her expenses for 
the journey back to her native place, lodged 
complaints at the Magiatracy and Pre- 
fecture, and with the Financial Commis- 
sioner, accusing her husband’s younger 
brother, Li Wén-shén, of having in his 
possession amounts appropriated from the 
public revenue. Upon this Li Wén-shén 
was arrested and imprisoned. His father 
subsequently burst into the Yamén of the 
Prefect of Fu-chow Fu, and insisted on 
having his son set at liberty; and some 
time afterwards he forced his way into the 
Yamén of the Financidl Commissioner of 
the province, despite all opposition, and 
intruded within the private apartments, 
where he stormed like a madman on reach- 
ing the Commissioner’s presence. It is 
requested that he may be stripped of his 
official rank and made a prisoner for trial. 
—Granted by rescript. 

(4).—The Governor of Kiangsi further 
reports an attempt at insurrection in 
the province. From the reports ad- 
dressed to him at sundry times by the 
prefect of Jao-chow Fu and the magistrate 
of the Po-yang District, it appears that a 
number of desperadoes have been captured, 
upon information received, together with 
arms of different descriptions, such as 
daggers, spears, etc., and on being brought 
to trial the following facts were elicited. 
Wang Shéng-yang and four other prisoners 
were agricultural labourers from districts 
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bordering on the Poyang Lake, and 
another prisoner named Chow Yii-hien, a 
native of Hupeh, was an itinerant pro- 
fessor of the arts of self-defence and 
medicine, with whom they were acquainted. 
Wang Shéng-yang had: fallen in by the 
roadside with another Hupeh man named 
Lin, who had entered into conversation 
with him on the advantage to be derived 
from combining with others to form a 
brotherhood, by which means aid could be 
mutually looked for in times of trouble, 
and resistance be offered to oppression 
. from any quarter. Wang having agreed 
in this, Lin said he could set out at 
once to repair to the Ma-chéng district 
in Hupeh. In the month of January 
last, Wang had secured two confederates, 
named Li Tien-ki and Chow Jih- 
hwei, who, in turn, had obtained the 
participation of sundry others whose names 
are given, and had further compelled or 
inveigled an additional number of persons 
into joining the brotherhood. In May last 
Ohow Yii-hien came to Wang’s house, 
where he took lodgings, and set up a pugi- 
listic school, and he agreed to become a 
member of the confederacy. He devised 
for it the name of T’ai-p’ing Tien-shun 


TPR NA, and it was arranged that 


confederates should be enlisted with a 
view to raising arebellion. Wang Shéng- 
yang was unanimously elected as chief, 
with five assistants, two of whom respec- 
tively agreed to collect a body of 1,000 
adherents, and it was further arranged 
that all were to meet on the 2nd September 
at a given rendezvous, using the password 
Tien Shun, and kindling conflagrations as 
their signal. They were to be armed with 
daggers, but had no banners or firearms. 
If they should succeed in obtaining a 
memerous band of adherents, it was 
intended to capture the city of Jao-chow, 
and proceed toformagovernment ; but ifthe 
numbers should be few, their object would 
be to gather plunder and go their several 
ways. It was while they were in the act 
of recruiting confederates that the civil 
and military authorities got wind of what 
“was going on, and one of the party, named 
Chow Jih-hwei, having come forward to 
betray the rest, the prisoners were appre- 
hended as above mentioned. The Gov- 
ernor reports that Wang Shéng-yang and 
two others have been summarily executed, 
some of the remaining prisoners being 
respited in order that they may be brought 
forward to give evidence when further 
arrests are made. Eleven of the persons 
who are proved to have been intimidated 
into joining the confederacy, without any 
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complicity in the design to engage in rebel- 
lion, are ‘sentenced to the penalty of the 
cangue and beatings, after which they are 
to be released under security. 

Dec. 19th.—(1 and 2) Decrees appointing 
the newly-made Grand Secretary Pao-yiin 
te the post of Controller-in-chief of the 


Board of Civil Office ; Kwang-show EE =) 
to succeed him as Manchu President of the 
Board of War, and Kw’ei-ling inh Be 


to succeed the latter as President of the 
Court of Censorate. 


(3) The Governor of Nganhwei reports 
a peculiarly horrifying case of murder. 
The parties concerned belong to the dis- 
trict of Wu-hu, where they earned their 
livelihood in a mall way, owning besides 
a trifling area of land. The family con- 
sisted of the following persons, viz., Wu 
Ts’ai, a worthless, dissipated fellow ; his 
father, Wu T’ing-fu ; his wife, Wu P’an- 
she; and their son, Wu Kwang-yung. 
Frequent quarrels took place on the sub- 
ject of money between Wu Ts’ai and his 
father and wife, one of which having 
occurred on the afternoon: of the 11th 
September last, when he endeavoured to 
get his wife’s consent to the sale of a piece 
of ground. She refused, and he sub- 
sequently beat her until she gave him 100 
cash, the woman, in her anger, exclaiming 
to her father-in-law and her son, after the 
husband had gone out, that they would all 
be ruined unless they put this ruffian out 
of the way. Wu T’ing-fu, himself reduced 
to despair, agreed that he should be put 
to death, and the woman then prepared a 
bag with some lime in it, heedless of the 
remonstrances of herson. When Wu Ts’ai 
returned home at night in a state of 
intoxication, he began again to abuse his 
wife, and she thereupon summoned her 
father-in-law and her son, who assisted in 
tying the victim’s arms and legs. The bag 
of lime was then slipped over his head 
to smother him, and while the son 
held his legs down, his father sat 
upon his head until all struggles were 
over and life was extinct. On the follow- 
ing day, Wu Ting-fu alleged to a neigh-" 
bour that the deceased had died during 
the night in a fit of intoxication, and in- 
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duced him to assist in carrying out and’~ 


interring the corpse. Information haying 
reached the Magistrate, however, -an in- 


quest was held and the parties were made: ~ 
On confession having been - 


prisoners. 
elicited, the mother and son have.been 


adjudged as both subject to the most awful « 


penalty of the law, and they have been 
publicly sliced to death accordingly, with 
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the usual formalities. The father of the 
murdered man is liable according to statute 
to the penalty of 100 blows for his share 
in the crime, but being beyond the age of 
70, he is entitled to commute this by a 
pecuniary mulct, 

(4) The military authorities of the 
Amoor region report that a gioro (member 
of the Imperial lineage) named Che-ch’éng, 
alias Che-kwang, originally borne on the 
rolls of the blue banner at Peking, but 
without specitic employ, who was trans- 
ported into penal servitude at the Ainoor 
in 1862, after being implicated in eight 
different cases of theft and burglary, has 
now made his escape from custody. Since 
his transportation, he has already commit- 
ted the same offence on five occasions; and 
having been imprisoned lately on a charge 
of concerted robbery, he managed to break 
out of jail on the 24th September and get 
away. Reports have been sent concerning 
him to the Imperial Clan Court and the 
Board of Punishments, 


Dec. 20th.—(1) A Decree ordaining that, 
by special grace, the Associate of the Court 
of Physicians, Li Teh-li, be awarded pro- 
motion to an appointment in the 3rd or 
4th grade among the Government depart- 
ments of the capital, and that a second 
professor of the art of medicine, named 
Chwang Show-ho, be similarly advanced 
to a grade one degree lower than the above, 
(N.B.—The two individuals above named 
are the physicians who have attended His 
Majesty during his attack of small-pox.) 

(2) The joint-Governor of Féng-t’ien 
(Manchuria) memorializes reporting the 
appointment of an official to take charge 
of the post of Taotai at Newchwang, in 
consequence of the death of the late in- 
cumbent of the oflice, on the 21st October. 
The importance of the post is dwelt upon, 
from its connection with foreign affairs and 
trade, as also the command of the foreign 
drilled force which pertains to it. 

The remainder of the Gazette is occupied 
with memorials from Nganhwei, on the 
Governor handing over the seals of office 
to his successor. 


Dec. 21st.—The Governer of Kwang-si, 
in a voluminous memorial, reports the 
result of a judicial enquiry into the con- 
duct of a brigadier-general named Chén 
Teh-Kwei, on sundry charges of wrong- 
doing in connection with affairs on the 
Tonquin border. Some time ago a com- 
munication was received by the Governor 
from the King of Anam, Yiian Fuh-she 


(oc ita Hee by name, (his title of Sze Téh, 
or Tuduc, -not being admitted into 
Chinese correspondence), complaining that 
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the officer in question had written directly 
to Anamese officials, calling upon 
them to grant free transit to certain foreign 
vessels conveying cargoes of arms; and 
further that he had sent a force to extort 
compensation, on account of a collision 
which had taken place between some mes- 
sengers of his and the “barbarian” inhabi- 
tants of the Kin-ying district, whom he had 
therefore chosen to consider as robbers 
who had pillaged a treasure convoy. In 
June, 1873, the Governor received a 
rescript ordering Chén ‘éh-Kwei to be 
stripped of his rank and brought totrial, and 
this command has now been fulfilled. It 
appears that, having been stationed on the 
border of Tonquin in 1872 to guard the 
frontier against the barbarian rebels, Chén 
Teh-Kwei, who has fought his way up to 


his late position from the ranks of the. 


Kwangtung irregulars, sent an agent to 
Ho-nui ip (Hanoi) in Tonquin to 
report on affairs at that place. On arrival 
there, the emissary, Liao King-shén by 
name, met an acquaintance, a cashiered offi- 
cial from Hupeh, named Li Yii-hi, 
who was employed as assistant to the 


French Consul T’u P’u-i 4 + 3¢ 
(Dupuis), who was engaged in transporting 
@ consignment of arms and ammunition on 
behalf of the General-in-chief of Yiiunan, 
Ma Ju-lung. Li informed the emissary 
that the barbarian officials of Anam had 
stopped the vessels, in the absence of any 
communication from the authorites of 
Yiinnan, and he exhibited to Liao the 
ofticial instructions given to himself by the 
General-in-chief of that province. He 
further drew up iu concert with Dupuis a 
despatch, which he sent by Liao to Ch’én 
Téh-kwei, requesting him to call on the 
Anamese officials to allow them to proceed 
on their journey. On finding that the 
military stores in question were actually 
destined for use by the Yiinnan author- 
ities, Ch’én Téh-kwei wrote as requested 
to the Anamese ; but they, on finding out 
some discrepancies of quotation in the 
despatch, still refused a passage to the 
steamers. Dupuis upon this transhipped 
his cargoes, and found his own way of 
getting on into Yiinnan. The remaining 
charges have been similarly investigated, 
with the result of clearing Ch’én Téh-kwei 
of the liability to punishment beyond the 
temporary deprivation of rank, which it 
is proposed that he be allowed a further 
chance of redeeming ; but Liao King-shén, 
who exceeded hia functions by meddling 
in affairs that did not concern him, is 
adjudged guilty of a grave offence, and it 
ia requested that he be deprived of his 
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rank as a district magistrate and banished 
under the most severe conditions to the 
Amoor, there to be consigned to penal 
servitude. The memorial is referred by 
rescript for the consideration of the Board 
of Punishments. 

Dec. 22nd.—(1)—Commands have been 
issued through the chamber of address, to 
the effect that all the princes, ministers, 
and officials going on duty within the 
Palace shall, up to the 18th of March next, 
appear in full embroidered uniforms, The 
’ government departments will continue to 
send in their documents as usual. 

(2)—A Decree. The rank to be taken by 
Pao-yiin, as Grand Secretary, is next below 
Tso Tsung-t’ang. . 

(3) —Yih-tsung (the Prince of Tun, com- 
monly called the fifth Prince, eldest of 
the Emperor’s four surviving uncles,) and 
his colleagues, memorialize as follows, 
laying before his Majesty their report in 
obedience to commands received. On the 
11th Dec. the Prince of Kung and his 
colleagues of the Grand Council memo- 
rializod in the following terms: ‘‘ Whereas 
your Majesty has happily met with an 


attack of small-pox Ba it REZ ES, 


the Sacred Person should enjoy rest and 
restorative care, and it would seem fitting 
that the sacrificial ceremonies to be 
performed at the Temple of Heaven 
and the Imperial Temples, as well as all 
presentations of officials on the part of the 
various departments of government, beside 
all matters of business in general, should 
be arranged in obedience to the exigencies 
of the case. We beg, therefore, that the 
Prince of Tun, the Prince of Fu (youngest 
of the four imperial uncles), and the 
Ministers of the Presence, may take action 
with ourselves in drawing up suitable 
rules and in laying them before your 
Majesty as the system to be pursued.” 
To this the rescript was returned: ‘‘ Be 
it as is proposed.” This having been 
reverently received, your servants have 
jointly taken counsel, and they now submit 
a copy of the rules they have drawn up, 
for the imperial sanction.—Rescript: Be 
it as is proposed, 

Upon the above follow the proposed _ 
rules with reference to the delegation of 
his Majesty’s ceremonial functions during 
the hundred days of seclusion, ending 
March 18th, 1875. 

(4)—The Governor of Chehkiang me- 
morializes reporting the completion of the 
works undertaken for the restoration of the 
Temple of the God of the Sea at Hai-ving 
Chow, the building heretofore existing on 
the spot having been almost totally 
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destroyed during the Rebellion. Only a 


‘portion of the several buildings which 


formerly constituted the temple have been . 
restored, at a total cost of Taels 36,000, to 
which an additional sum of ‘ls. 9,000 has 
to be added for internal fittings and 
decoration. This amount is provided from 
the fund allotted to embankment expen- 
diture. The divine assistance rendered by 
the God of the Sea since this temple for 
his worship was first built, by Imperial 
command, in A.D. 1729, has been most 
conspicuous. It is requested that a 
memorial board be conferred by his 
Majesty upon the building. 

Dec, 23rd.—(1)—The Governor of Cheh- 
kiang reports the conclusion of a trial for 
the murder of two men, father and son, 
named Chao Kwoh-kiin and Chao Ping- 
lich. The elder Chao, who was manager 
of a commune temple in the Si-ngan dis- 
trict, having interfered on one occasion, 
in July, 1872, to prevent some disorderly 
fellows named Lit from gambling with 
bamboo slips belonging to the temple, a 
fight ensued in consequence, and on Chao 
lodging a complaint against them at the 
district magistracy, one of their number, 
Lii Wu-urh, was apprehended and flogged. 
In revenge for this he determined to take 
Chao’s life, and a couple of months later, 
having previously obtained the promise of 
assistance from four others of the same 
surname, he looked out for an opportunity 
of carrying his purpose into effect. Having 
watched Chao Kwo-kiin leaving the village 
one day, and surmising that he would 
return by the same road, he called together 
his accomplices, and arming himself with a 
bill book, while another carried a chopper, 
he lay in wait for his victim. When Chao 
Kwoh-kiin made his appearance, he was set 
upon and hacked to death, wounds being 
dealt all over the body. Shortly after- 
wards, the son of the murdered man, 
finding his father had not returned, went 
out to look for him, whereupon the 
assassins resolved upon murdering him also, 
to prevent his denouncing them, The 
young man was consequently set upon and 
cut to pieces as his father had been. A 
villager happened to approach the scene of 
the crime, and saw what had been done, 
but he was intimidated into holding his 
tongue, and the murderers got away. The 
eye-witness informed the relatives, however, 
of what he had seen, and pursuit having 
been instituted, the two principal criminals 
have been apprehended, and are sentenced 
to death in due form of law. 

(2)—The Governor of Chehkiang 
memorializes presenting on behalf of the 
gentry and people of the province an 
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application for permission to erect a 
memorial temple in honour of the former 
Governor of Chehkiang (afterwards a 


Grand Secretary), Yiian Yiian, ty (who 
died in 1850). This high official is revered 
in the province not only for the literary 
attainments for which he is celebrated, 
but also for his skill in repressing disorder 
and in putting down piracy on the coast, 
He likewise conferred great boons upon 
the people by his amelioration of the water 
system and his arrangements for the relief 
of distress. In 1852, an application to 
admit his name upon the list for sacrificial 
honours received Imperial sanction, and 
the gentry of the province now wish to 
take the further step of erecting a temple 
dedicated to his memory. 


Dec. 24th.—(1)—A Decree. We have 
received the benign mandate of their Ma- 
jesties the Empresses-Dowager as follows :— 

Whereas on his Majesty. being this 
month happily ‘attacked by smallpox, 
safety from harm has been vouchsafed 
through the silent protection of the Azure 
Vault above, profound indeed is the grati- 
tude with which we are inspired. Remem- 
bering how paramount a consideration it 
should be with a humane and virtuous 
government to bestow a reverent regard 
upon those who lie in bondage, it is fitting 
to dispense a special act of grace, bestow- 
ing a measure of compassionate reliof. 
For all prisoners whose trials have already 
been concluded by the Board of Punish- 
ments or any of the provincial Courts, 
with the exception of those guilty of crimes 
of serious magnitude and such as are not 
embraced within the action of a general 
pardon in ordinary, let the Grand Council 
join with the Board of Punishments in 
considering the circumstances of each case, 
and submit propositions for Imperial sanc- 
tion as regards a reduction in the degree 
of penalty to be inflicted. In the case of 
criminals whose sentences are lower in 
degree than those of transportation, ban- 
ishment (with or without penal servitude), 
and blows, let them at the same time have 
decisions recorded on a reduced scale of 
penalty, Thus, refreshed with the dews 
of widely-spreading bounty, may men be 
led to seek for the path of self-amend- 
ment; and thus be Our earnest intent 
made known, in the love We feel for the 
myriads of the people, to bestow a leniency 

_ beyond the limits of the law. 

(2)—A Decree. Whereas, on Our being 
this month happily attacked by small-pox, 
their Majesties the Empress (dowager) 
Ts’ze Ngan Twan Yi K’ang K’ing, and 
the Empress (mother) Ts’ze Hi Twan Yeo 
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K’ang I, have tended Our person with a 
care which knew no bounds, and as more- 
over, in their loving affection, their Majes- 
ties have also deigned to give ear to Our 
request that the memorials handed in from 
all the Government departments be sub- 
mitted for their perusal and decision, Our 
heart has been filled with the most pro- 
found gratitude and satisfaction. It is 
fitting that an addition be made to the 
titles of respect appertaining to their 
Majesties, as a return, however small, for 
their abounding love.—Let the proper 
department take, with all reverence, the 
steps which are needful for the accom- 
plishment of the ceremonial. 


(3) We have received the benign man- 
date of their Majesties the Empresses as 
follows: Let the imperial concubine of the 


second class, Hwei Fei SHH be invested 
with the rank of the first class, as Hwang 


Kwei Fei ABM: the imperial con- 
cubine of the third class, Yi P’in ay Hey, 


be invested with the title of the second 
class, as Yii Fei; the imperial concubine 


of the third class Siin P’in Lh #8, 


be similarly promoted to the second class ; 
and the lady-of-honour Si-lin 


FA 
Gioro Pi HK FE AE GE be invested with 
the title of Tsin P’in FW Hey, asa 


concubine of the third class. (Note. The 
foregoing constitute one-half of the num- 
ber of concubines, in addition to the 
Empress, who are said at present to 
complete the imperial seraglio, viz., two 
fei, two p’in, and four kwei-jén). 

(4) A Decree bestowing honours and 
rewards on all the Princes and high 
functionaries of the court and capital, in 
token of rejoicing for his Majesty’s 
convalescence. Tho Princes of Tun and 
Ch’un have their State salaries as 
Princes of the blood-imperial doubled ; 
and as this has already heretofore been 
done on behalf of the Prince of 
Kung, the salary of his Highness is 
now to be trebled. The Prince of Fu is 
granted the salary of an imperial Prince, 
and similar allowances in different degrees 
are conferred upon the Mongolian princes 
of the Court, and upon the sons of the 
three imperial uncles and others. The 
Grand Secretaries Wén-siang and Pao-yan, 
and their colleagues in the Grand Council, 
Shén Kwei-fén and Li Hung-ts’ao, are 
granted the distinction of the two-eyed 
peacock-feather, which is also extended to 
a number of the other high officials of the 
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Boards, etc. Two reserve degrees of rank 
are conferred upon all nobles and officials 
throughout the Empire ; and a donation of 
half a month’s pay is bestowed upon the 
entire Manchu and Chinese garrison of 
Peking. : 

Dec, 24.—(5)—The acting Governor-Gen- 
eral of Yunnan and Kweichow memorializes 
observing that, in conséquence of the ob- 
struction tointercourse with Burmah during 
the late rebellion, no tribute has been sent 
forward for years past; and six Imperial 
decrees addressed at various intervals to 
the King of Burmah have lain in the 
provincial treasury for some time awaiting 
transmission. Last year, after the over- 
throw of the Mahommedan rebels, a 
Burmese official found his way to Yunnan 
Fu, bringing a letter which, on being 
translated, was found to be tothe effect 
that the King of Burmah, having heard of 
the restoration of order, had sent him to 
ask what’ arrangements should be made 
about tribute and other matters. The 
officer was hereupon instructed that 
action should be taken according to exist- 
ing rules, and the Governor-General at 
the same time commissioned the Prefect 
of Yung-ch’ang Fu to send the six Imperial 
decrees to Burmah, which was done by the 
hand of Major Yang-Ting-juiand others with 
him. Yang Ting-jui has now returned, 
bringing with him four boxes containing 
despatches in Burmese [from the King], 
addressed respectively to the Prefect of 
Yung-ch’ang, the Financial Commissioner, 
the Governor, and the General. On being 
translated, it is found that the despatch is 
to the effect that the king has received the 
Imperial decrees with the utmost rever- 
ence ; and it further states that he is pre- 
paring a road and selecting elephants, with 
a view to sending tribute without delay. He 
requested that a memorial be addressed 
to the Throne on his behalf com- 
municating this intelligence. Upon this 
the Governor-General dilates upon the 
glorious influence exerted by the 
Sovereigns of the present dynasty, in 
securing the tributary allegiance of 
Burmah, after an interruption of two 

‘centuries; but he thinks it incum- 
bent upon him to observe that, although 
the language used in the despatch received 
from Burmah is respectful and submissive 
in the fullest degree, without a word of 
self-assertion or arrogance, still, the King 
has not described himself by name and 
surname, and has made use of much that 
is improper in the enumeration of his titles. 
It is to be feared, consequently, that the 
rules of propriety might be transgressed in 
the address to the Throne, which is here- 
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after to be presented. with the tribute 
sent, and the Governor-General therefore 
asks that a proper form be supplied from 
Peking, to replace that which was lost 
among the official archives destroyed 
during the rebellion. 

Dec. 25th—(1)—A decree in reply to a 
memorial from the Censors superintending 
the north division of Peking, denouncing 
the conduct of a member of the Imperial 
lineage, the tsung-shih Siang-néng, alias 
Siang-ling. Having been found to be 
dwelling at an opium-shop, he was called 
to account by the Censor Liu Kwoh- 
kwang, at whom he roared back in 
an unseemly manner, and on enquiry it 
was found not only that he was keeper of 
the shop, but that he was in league with 
a pretended tsung-shih anda number of 
other bad characters, who made his house 
@ rendezvous and a receptacle for stolen 
property. The accused person is handed 
over to the Imperial clan Court and the 
Board of Punishments, to be stringently 
dealt with. In reply toa further repre- 
sentation by the same Censor, ‘to the effect 
that members of the Imperial lineage who 
take up their residence in the outer city 
are constantly resorted to by bad charac- — 
ters for protection against official pursuit, 
it is ordered that all tsung-shii are for the 
future to confine themselves, as the regu- 
lations provide, to residence within the 
‘Tartar city alone. : 

(2 and 3.)—Decrees setting forth man- 
dates from the Empresses Dowager—the . 
first conferring one degree of advancement 
in rank respectively on five of the surviv- 
ing concubines of the Emperor Tao Kwang 
(who died in 1850), and the second . 
similarly on seven of the concubines of the - 
Emperor Hien Féng (died 1861) : 

(4)—A Decree in reply to the report 
handed in by the Board of Punishments 
on the conduct of General Ma Ju-lung in 
connection with the rebel outlaw Chang 
Chao-show, who came to Peking in his 
train. (See Gazette of Dec. 6th). Ma Ju- 
lung’s offence, in having failed to detect 
this, admits of no excuse, and it is . 
ordered that, as the Board proposes, he be 
stripped of his official rank, but left as in- 
cumbent of his post (as General-in-chief 
of Hunan). fos 

Dec. 26th.—The Court Circular records - 
the return of thanks by Ma Ju-lung on- 
being deprived of his rank and left in 
office. (See Gazette of Dec. 25th). 

Dec. 27th.—This day’s Gazette contains 
nothing beyond administrative details. 

Dec. 28th—(l1) The Governor-General 
of Sze-ch’wan renews his application for 
leave to retire from the service on the 
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score of ill health. He has already received 
by Imperial grace a congé of two months, 
but his maladies, which date from the 
period of his tenure of office as Taotai in 
Northern Kiangse, 15 years ago, continue 
to weigh him down, and he feels incapable 
of sustaining the burden of his important 
office longer. He begs that he may be 
allowed to retire to his native home, and 
assures his Majesty that so soon as amend- 
ment declares itself in his condition he 
will ask again to be employed. — Reacript. 
Let Wu T’ang have a congé of two months. 
(2)—The Governor-General of Sze-ch’wan 
further memorializes reporting the devo- 
tion of two wives to the memory of their 
deceased husbands. In the first case, a 
daughter of an official was married in 
1864 to alicentiate from Yunnan, who 
came to Szech’ wan for a wife in consequence 
of the troubled state of his own province. 
Two years afterwards he returned to 
Yunnan, to compete at the examinations, 
and it was not until June last that he came 
back to fetch his wife home. Having 
been unhappily attacked with cholera, he 
succumbed. to the disease. In her grief 
for this loss, his wife took no sustenance 
of any kind after his death, but she kept 
silence respecting her intentions in order 
to spare the feelings of her parents. When 
the funeral ceremonies were completed, 
she swallowed gold-leaf, and then, kneeling 
down to beseech her parents not to grieve 
overmuch, and saying that her husband’s 
concubine in Yunngn was with child, and 
that it was her hope that she might bring 
forth a son to continue the ancestral 
sacrifices on her husband’s behalf, she 
passed away, seated decorously besiie her 
husband’s coffin. In the second case, a 
bereaved widow is reported as having led a 
life of chaste devotion to her husband’s 
memory for 26 years after hisdeath. A 
mark of Imperial approbation is solicited 
on behalf of both these virtuous ladies. 
(3)—The same high official reports that 
the timber for masts cut in the wild forests 
of the. western frontier of Sze-ch’wan, to 
serve as lantern-poles for the Temple of 
Heaven at Peking, was toa large extent 
injured or destroyed whilst being floated 
down through a mountain stream, the dis- 
trict Magistrate in charge being at the 
same time drowned (as already reported ; 
see Gazette of Oct. 9th.) On a survey 
being held by the district Magistrate of 
Wu-Shan, it is found that only eleven 
spars of six chang in length remain avail- 
able for use, Thirteen pieces of timber 
forming part of the convoy, were dashed to 
pieces among the rapids. Officials have 
now been sent into the country of the 
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barbarian tribes to provide a fresh supply, 
but as they have been obliged to go further 
than before in search of trees of fitting 
magnitude, the forest now selected being 
at a distance of more than 100 li from_any 
river, with steep and rugged precipices in- 
tervening, over which roads must be made 
to drag the timber along, no time can be 
named for the probable cumpletion of the 
work, 

Dec. 29th.—(1).—A decree cashiering an 
official holding an appointment in the 
Board of Punishments at Moukden, for 
the offence, as reported by his chief, the 
vice-President Ming-ngan, of making a 
special application to him, at his private 
residence, for actual employment. 

(2).—The Brigadier-general of the Tai- 
ning division memorializes reporting his 
proceedings in connection with the care of 
the Western Imperial Mausolea. It was 
provided in 1852 that a sum not exceeding 
Tls. 300 should be expended annually in 


keeping the small river or canal which 


runs through the approaches to the tombs 
in repair and free from weeds. The total 
length at present requiring attention is 
22,867 ch’ih. The same official, feeling it 
incumbent upon him to offer a loyal con- 
tribution from his own resources, pro- 
poses to provide 3,540 young cedars, which 
are required for replanting some of the 
Imperial grave-mounds. He has like- 
wise supervised the usual autumn 


clearing of the boundary road K if 
encircling the mausolea. 

Dec. 30th.—(1).—A Decree. Wén-siang 
memorializes again beseeching leave to re- 
sign his office on the ground of protracted 
ill health. Let him be granted a further 
congé of three months without resigning 
his office. 

(2)—The acting Governor-General of 
Yiinnan applies for the issue of a new Im- 
perial mandate constituting the death war- 
rant, with the usual official archives and 
books of reference, for the Brigadier-Gene- 
ral commanding at T’éng-ytieh (Momein) 
on the south-west frontier of the province, 
to replace those destroyed on the capture 
of the city by the Mahommedan rebels. 

Dec. 31st.—(1)—The Governor of Honan 
reports the rehearing of an appeal case 
referred back from Peking. A man named 
Han Wén-téh having been fatally stabbed 
in 1869 by a fellow-villager named Sung 
Kwook-kin, and the murderer having 
taken to flight, the victim’s brother, Han 
Wén-ping, brought a groundless charge 
of complicity in the murder against 
certain of his fellow villagers, who 
were tried and discharged «s innocent. 
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He subsequently complained at Peking 
against these men and the police of 
the magistracy, whom he represented as 
having connived at the escape of the mur- 
derer. These charges have been reinvesti- 
gated, and found to be devoid of founda- 
tion; but as the appellant was actuated 
by grief for the loss of his brother in taking 
the steps in question, he is exempted from 
punishment. 


(2)—The same Governor reports that a 
district Magistrate who was stripped of his 
official button in 1870 for a deficit of Tls. 
6,000 and odd in the revenue, for which 
he was accountable, has now made good 
the amount ; and he begs that the button 
may be restored in consequence.—Rescript : 
Let the request be granted. 
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